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OHAPTEB I. 

How I MlMed, ani wfaat bcftl ■• ttMB. 

As I eannot iinaginft iiiat among suoh as may luRunir 

these pages bj a perusal, there are any who would take 
much mterMt in the personal history of one so humble 
as myself, I think it best to pass over all the incidenti 
of my early life, and to come at once to the period of 
my enHsianent. Wbo I am, where I was bom, to what 
class of society my father and mother belonged, aw 
points with. wMch 1 alone am concerned. And for the 
rest, it is fair to arow, that if the incidents of my boy- 
hood were all strung together, they would not make np 
% tale wortii telling, far less a narratiTe which would for 
a single bour be remembered. 

I entOTed the service in the summer of 1808, byeiir 
listing as a prirate in the 11th regiment of light JDra- 
eooBS. The corps being at that time stationed in Ire- 
Emd, I was sent, with several recruits besides, to the 
dep6t at Maidstone ; where, for some time, I ran the 
career which is appointed for recruits in general, and 
acquired some knowledge of the darker sha£s in hnnuoi 
nature, if I learned nothing better. It unfortunate^ 
happens, however, that our first experience of this greirf; 
book is not often favourable to our morals ; and Iooiip 
fess that I am not an exception to the general rule. My 
extreme youth — ^for I was not more than seventeen 
years of age-^exposed me to many and great temptap 
tionf • The same circumstance laid me open to chicanery 
and deceit on the part of those around me; and I lamendt 
to say, that I became the victim, a& N7e\L oC is^ cs«^ 
foUj as of the Im^very o| othLenra^ ^ 'ELcm,\ ^MSBTOtesa- 
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the former of these evils, it is not worth wliile to tel^ 
Young men would scarce take the trouble to foUownv^ 
details, were I to give them ; and if they did, I am aui^^ 
sure they would never condescend to be wamea b^ 
them, lout it is not impossible tliat they may think it 
worth while to attend to such of my admonitions as 
seem to bear upon the behaviour of others; and I ac- 
cordingly request that they will take good heed of the 
foUowmg aphorisms: 

1. When you join your dep6t, you usuallj arrive with 
ft good deal of money in your poctet ; that is to say, you 
^et your bounty as soon as you have passed, aud appear 
in your own eyes to be enormously rich. Be assured 
that it is quite possible to run through as much as ten 
or twelve guineas : and don't take the trouble to throw 
your shillings and half-crowns at people's heads, as if 
they were of no value. 

2. You find a comrade particularly civil: begin to 
suspect he has fallen in love — ^not with you, but your 
money ; and button up your pockets in exact propor- 
tion to l^e zeal which he manifests for trying their 
depth. 

B. Kon-commissioned officers are in an especial man- 
ner to be shunned* whenever they profess to hold you 
in favour, or seem to relax the bonds of discipline, in 
order that you may not be distressed by them. These 
harpies desire only to make a })rey of you. They wiU 
first suck you dry, and then grind you to powder. 

4. Endeavour to begin your career as it is your wis- 
dom, not less than your auty to go forwara with it. 
Aim at the character of a soher and steady man, and 
yon will, without doubt, succeed in deserving it. 

6. Xeep your temper,^ even if you be wronged, es- 
pecially when the wrong is put upon you by a superior. 
Truth and justice are sure to prevail m the end ; where- 
as, it often happens that he who is eager to anticipate 
that end, is crushed in the struggle. 

6. Finally, be alert in striving to acquire all necessary 
driUs, and an acquaintance with your duty in general. 
It will be of far more benefit to you to be well thought 
of by a few good men, and by your officers, than to be 
oaUed '* a capital fellow" by scores of scamps, who will 
onfy-langh at your remorse, so soon as they have suo« 
ceeded in biingjng y<;ii iiito,tcQu\>\^. ^ 
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TUB LIGHT DSAGOOir.' 5 

But I am fast getting into a prose, so let me pull up; ^ 
otherwise I may fail to carry, as I intend to do, pubUc 
interest along with me. 

Well, then, I enlisted in London ; and, marching to 
Maidstone, underwent the customary examinations ; 
after which, I was attested before a magistrate, and had 
my bounty paid with strict exactitude. Unfortunately 
for me, however, the society into which I was thrown 
bore no resemblance at aU to a well-regulated regiment. 
The barracks were filled with small detachments from 
a countless variety of corps, and the sergeants and cor- 
porals, on whom the internal discipline both of regiments 
and dep6ts mainly depends, seem to me, at this distance 
of time, to have been selected from the very scum of the 
earth. Like a band of harpies, they pounced upon us 
recruits, and never let us loose from their talons till 
they had thoroughly pigeoned us. We were invited to 
their rooms of an evenmg, — ^introduced to their wives, 
who made much of us, — ^praised, favoured, screened, 
and cajoled, till our funds began to run low, and then 
they would have nothing more to say to us. Under 
these circumstances, we were sufficiently well pleased 
when the order came to join the regiment at Clonmeli 
and, being put in charge of one Corporal Gorman, we 
began our journey, profoundly ignorant both of the 
route we were to follow, and the extent of funds which 
would be allowed us during the continuance of the 
march. 

An admirable specimen was Corporal Gorman of the 
sort of land-sharks out of which the staff of the recruit- 
ing department used long ago to be formed. His first 
step was to extract from each of us, in the shape of a 
loan, whatever happened to remain of our bounty. His 
next, to defraud us of the better half of our marching- 
money, by paying over to us, resjjectively, day by day, 
one shilling, and applying one shilling and a penny to 
liis own use. Like bad men in gener^, however, whom 
long impunity has hardened, he committed the mistake, 
in uie end, of overshooting his mark, and we having 
been much irritated by his tyrannical behaviour, re- 
ported him, when at Lichfield, to a magistrate. It 
appeared that he was not now about to form his first 
acquaintance with that fvmctionarj . "Sha^crc^^Kxi^^^^ 
hha well ; and, by a tbieat oi \)Tmgoa!^^<& ^^aOo^^'ss^ 
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the general commanding the district, soon forced the 
knare to pay back the money which we, in our sim« 
plidty, haa lent him. The arrears of our marching- 
moDBj, on the other hand, we never sncceeded in re- 
ooFenng. He promised, indeed, from sta^e to stage, 
tiiat all should he cleared off; and prevailed npon iis« 
on our arrival in Dublin, to sign onr accounts, which he 
hinuNdlf had made up, and by which we acknowledged 
that we had been fully settled with. But he entirely 
fiDigot to return, as he nad pledged himself to do, the 
Bum that was needed to render the acknowledgment 
ttoourate ; and, quietljr haudmg us over to a worthy not 
mdike himsdl^ took his passage in the packet for Soly- 
head, and left us. 

I joined the head«qaarters of my regiment at Clon- 
md at a moment when both town and country rang 
widUL the ez]^oits of two celebrated robbers, called, re* 
speetively, Brennan and Hogan. Brennan, as all the 
world ImowB, was originally a soldier— unless my me- 
xnoiy be at fault— in the 12th Light Dragoons; from 
whidbL re^^ent he deserted in consequence of some 
quarrel witiii one of the officers, that ne might take, 
after the fiwhicm of Dick Turpin of old, to tiie road. 
"Ejb courage was as reckless as his presence of mind 
was astonishing, neither of which, however, would have 
mneh availed, had he not, at the same time, been 
tiioroughly acquainted with Ihe locale of the scene of 
his operations ; but in this respect his advantages were 
fiiUy as remarkable as in others, for there was not a 
liole or crevice in the counties of Cork, Tipperary, and 
Wexford, with which he seems not to have been fami- 
liar. Moreover,' Brennan displa^red, in the manage- 
ment of his reckless business, quite as much of sound 
policy as of hardihood. He was never known to rob, 
car in any way to molest, a peasant, an artisan, or a 
small farmer. He made war, and professed to make 
war only upon the rich, out of the plunder taken from 
whom he would often assist the poor; and the poor, in 
letum, not onlv refused to betray him, but took care 
Ihat he should De warned in time, whenever any immi- 
nent danger seemed to threaten. The consequence 
was, that for full five years — a long space of time for a 
Ai(giwujrman to be at large, even in Ireljuid— he con- 
^Bmed to levy oontribiitioiia iipo& a2il N?ViO c&2ai<& i2ii\£A 
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way, and liad ahrays about Iiiin the means of satisfying 
hk own wishes. Ab might be expected, a ^eat clamour 
was raised. Goyemment was petitioned for troops 
wherewith to btmt him down. Large rewards were 
offered to any persons who should betraj him; and day 
and night the magistracy of the counties were abroao, 
widi dragoons at tbsai heels, striying to intercept him* 
I heard that on one occasion, when Lord Caher, the 
mort indefsfcigable of his pursuers, ran him hard^ his 
hone beesme spent ere ifc could cany him to the "KR" 
wrath hdU ; and that it was only by quitting the saddle, '■ 
mid di¥ing into the recesses of a wood, cfose by, Ihat "' 
he managed to make good his escape. His &yourite 
roadirteF fell, on that occasion, into the hands of his 
anemies; and he neyer ceased to lament the circumr 
steice aa & Tery grieyous calamity. 

Of Hogan I am unable to say more than that com- 
mon repOTt roohe of him as a pedler, whose braye re- 
resistance to Brennan's attack, originally won for him 
the fiiendsfaip of the outlaw. It is said that the bandit 
fen in with hu future associate one day when the pres- 
IQK of want was peculiarly seyere upon him. He had 
aHehted, for some purpose or anoth^, when the pedler 
me up, a&d, not anticipating any resistance, he^care- 
kssly desired the latter to render up his pack. But 
tte pedler, instead of obeying the command, closed 
inatantly with his assailant. A fierce struggle took 
|laee between them, neither haying time to appeal to 
me deadly weapons with which both, it appeared, were 
armed. 

** Who the deyil are touP" said Brennan, at last, 
after he had rolled with Lis antagonist in the dust till 
both were weary. '' Sure, then, I didn't think there 
mm a man in aU Tipperary, as could haye fought so 
kmg with Bill Brennan." 

** Ooh, then, blood and ouns !" exclaimed the other, 
"if yon be Brennan, arrah! then, am*t I Paddy 
HoganP and if yon cry stand to all the world in Tip- 
perary, sure don 1 1 do that same to the folks in Corkr* 

This was quite enough for Brennan. He entertained 
too Inf^ a respect for his own profession to exercise it 
in hostility towards a brother of the order; so he struck 
vp, on Hhe instant, an aHiance "w\t\i^e ^3\et, «si.\'^si» 
two tbeneeforth played one into ti^iib^kas^ oi^<b q'^ci* 

i 
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Of the manner in whicli Brennan was accustomed to 
do his work, the following anecdote will give a just 
idea: — 

Once npon a time, when the regiment of Militia 

lay in qnarters at Clonmel, two of the officers drove, in 
a one-horse chaise, to Eethard, where they had engaged 
to be present at a pnbHc dinner that was to be ea&n at 
the prmcipal inn m the place. They joined the com- 
pany as they had proposed to do, and sat tiU & late 
hour at night, when, their companions departing, they 
likewise ordered their gig, ana walked into what was 
called the travellers'-room, till it should be biought 
round to the door. There were several strangers in 
the room, one of whom, a weU-dressed man, stood by 
the fire. But of these the militia officers took no notiee, 
their heads, as it appeared, being filled with anticipa- 
tions of what miffht befal on their way back to ClonmeL 
One, indeed, did not hesitate to express regret tKat 
they had sat so late. 

" These are troublesome times," observed he; " and 
who knows but we may encounter Brennan himselfP* 

" What of that P" was the answer. " You and I ore 
surely not afraid to encounter one man. We have a 
brace of pistols : onlv let the scoundrel show himself, 
and see how I'U hanole him !" 

The stranger who lounged over the fire looked up as 
these words were uttered, but took no notice of thenu 
Only, when they quitted the apartment he withdre^f 
also, — ^no salutation or mark of courtesy having passed 
between them. 

The gig being by this time brought round, the two 
xmlitia officers took their seats, and in high good humour 
and excellent spirits drove off. They continued their 
journey for a while without meeting with any adven- 
ture ; till all at once, just as they had reached a pecu- 
liarly dismal part of tne road, a man sprang from one 
of the ditches, and seized the horse's head. 

^ ** 1*11 trouble you, gentlemen," said he, presenting a 
pistol towards tiiem at the same time, '* to alight. I 
should be very sorry to hurt either of you; but by my 
Boul ! if you aon*t do as I bid you, or try to open the 
locker, 111 blow your brains out in a jiffy. It snail be 
sojoke to jou, anyhow." 

The omcera sat stock-still, ateimg at ew^ oVk«, «sA 
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not knowing wliat to make of it; but at last one, less 
flabbergasted than the other, exclaimed, — 

" aA who the devil are you, that we should accom« 
modate yon in that manner P" 

" Gentlemen," was the reply, " my name is Brennan." 

There was magic in the sound of the word. Not 
another question was put, not another remonstrance 
offered, but, making all possible haste, both of them 
sprang to the ground, and stood as if waiting the ban- 
dit'srarther orders. Brennan, however, was by no 
means a sanguinary person; and in the present in- 
stance he had a wmm to indulge, as well as a booty to 
collect. He instantly assumed the vacated seat, and 
gathering up the reins, looked down upon his discom- 
nted foes, and cried, ** The next time you happen to 
make mention of my name, you'll probably treat it 
with more respect." So saying, he wheeled round, 
and wishing the militia-men good night, drove off. 

A comfortless tramp these heroes had of it, over a 
dozen miles of muddy road, ere they reached Clonmel. 
They edunk quietly to their barrack-rooms, however, 
heingextremely desirous of concealing their own shame, 
and Brennan's triumph, from the knowledge of their 
brother-officers; and for a space of not less than six 
months they succeeded. But at the termination of 
that period, when the regiment stood under arms at 
evening parade, a boy entered the barrack yard, leading 
in his hand a horse and gig, both of which were familiar 
to every one present. The boy walked up to the com- 
manding officer and handed him a note, which he read 
with evident astonishment. This, of course, increased 
the curiosity of the rest, who gathered round their 
colonel, while our two chap-fallen heroes slank away, 
and took refuge in their own quarters. The colonel 
was desired to read aloud. He did so; and then, the 
hoy being questioned, the whole secret came out. 
Amid shouts of laughter from the audience to which 
he addressed himself, the urchin imitated Brennan's 
style of telling the story, and then, not without some 
substantial marks of the officer's favour, he was per- 
mitted to withdraw. It is scarcely necessary to add, 
that the two worthies who, carrying arms, forgot at the 
moment of trial to make use of tkem, never showed 
tbemselrea again in the ranks of the TcSc^va.* 
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Breniuui's career, though a yery remarkable on^ 
could scarce, in the nature of things, terminate other- 
wise than in his own destruction. Many a narrow 
escape he made, many a feat of daring and activity ha 
penfbonned; bui^ in the end, accident proved more laJtsl 
to him than all the designs and projects of his pursuers. 
It happened, one day, that a gentleman riding along 
^ttB high road, observeHi two men creep through a ^ap 
in one ci the hedges, and disa]^ear on the other side. 
He instantly oonceived the notion that they might be 
Brennan and his ally, the pedler; so he hurried off to 
Lord Oaher, and told both what he knew and what he 
ooDJectored. His lordship's eagerness to effect the 
osptare of the bandit had not abated a jot; and, think- 
ing it highly probable that his informant's suspicion 
su^xt be web lonnded, he gave orders for a detachment 
cf the 11th to mount their horses, and directed, at the 
same time, the Sli^ militia to march with all haste, 
end, extending their £les, to surround the spot. For 
within this hedge, through which the mysterious 
strangers had b^n seen to pass, was a new nouse, as 
yet incomplete, with a stack or two of iarze cut down 
aind piled up for fuel; and his lordship justly concluded^ 
that if he could make of these the centre of a circle, of 
which the radii should be respectively half a imle in 
kngtib, he mifht pretty surely count on picking up 
every living tmng that might have established itself, 
eith^ b;^ accident or design, within the drcumferenoe 
of that circle. 

I well remember that I formed one of the mounted 
detachment, which performed the service of which I 
am now speaking, and the strange excitement of the 
chase I shall never, till my dying day, forget. The 
xxdHtia marched as they were directed, and, extendiu^ 
their files, soon placed the unfinished domicile, with 
its appurtenances, within a cordon. This was gradually 
narrowed, while our mounted men kept a look-out in 
the rear, and made ready to start off in desperate pur- 
suit, should the game be sprung, and trust to speed of 
fbot for escape. B^-and-by the infantry closed upon 
tihe house, searched it through, and found it empty; it 
may be imagined there was an expression of blank 
mftonishment in every face, till one of our men sud- 
denjjr exclaimed, " You haven't exsaxunedi ^Sckib (^ci^oxms^^ 
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nsf depend upon it you'll find him there." It 

BOonfiT w<aid than done; for the speaker sprang 
his horse, ran inside, poked his head up the 
m diimney, and in an instant withdrew it agaiiu 
a well for him that he did so, for almost smol- 
osly with his backward leap, came the report of a 
, Uie ball firom which struck the hearth without 
Sing anybody. It is impossible for me to describe 
>ene that followed. Nobody cared to get below 
)bber; nobody fancied that it would be possible 
t above him; and threats and smooth speediea 
loon shown to be alike unavailing to mtwhim 
bis hiding-place. But the marvel of the adven- 
lid not stop there. While a crowd of us were 
red about the house, some abouting on Brennan 
render, others firing at the top of t& chimney, e 
r£ salute which the robber did not hesitate to 
r,-»one of the Sliffo men suddenly called out 
the rear, that he had pricked a man witli his 
et among the gorse. Li an instant search was 

and sure enough there lay Brennan himself, on 
d^ in a narrow ditch, with a brace of pistols close 

1 his feet, of which, however, he did not judge it 
Lent to make use. He was instantly seized, dis- 
4 and put in charge of a sufi&cient guard; while 
mainder of us addressed ourselves to the capture 

companion, concemingwhom we could not for 
tant doubt t^t he was^ogan. 
ten Brennan gave himself up, he did so with a 
ally mild and serene aspect. There was no ex- 
on of ferocity in his countenance; no look whidi 
be understood to imply, either bitter agony be- 
of the fate which had overtaken him, or a despe- 
resolution to sell his life at the highest. His 

bearing, on the contrary, was that of a man 
itly reconciled to his fate; not, indeed, very 
cd, yet far from desperate; and, therefore, little 
led to shed either his own or any other person's 

unnecessarily. Hogan, on tlie contrary, re- 
ed one of the wild beasts which, in !N'orway, or 
of the other countries where hattties are carried 
on a scale more magnificent than in England, the 
rs contrive to hem within their toils, seekinig to 
© him alive rather tkaii ViSV \mxi\ fet '^'Si^ja^ 
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woTild not listen to any proposal of surrender. He 
mounted, on tlie contrary, to tlie very edge of the 
chimney, making of its brickwork a sort of parapet to 
protect him from our bullets, and fired pistol after 
pistol, till his ammunition became exhausted, and he was 
forced, with extreme reluctance, to descend. " In the 
name of common sense," said Lord Caher, " why did 
you ofiTer such a useless resistance P You knew all the 
while that you must be taken at last; why, then, wan- 
tonlyputyour own and other men*s lives m jeopardy?'* 
But Hogan would not condescend to reply. He drew 
up his tall muscular figure to the utmost, and looking 
disdainfully upon the mrong that surrounded him, he 
continued silent. 

Brennan and Hogan were placed each on the croup 
of a horseman's saadle, and m this manner, under a 
sufficient escort, were conveyed to the watch-house in 
Caher. It seemed to me that Hogan evinced manifest 
tokens of satisfaction, as soon as he ascertained that he 
stood not alone in misfortune; a strange disposition, 
yet the reverse of uncommon, and indicative of no 
extraordinary ferocity on the part of him who is swayed 
by it. But however this may be, the prisoners rode 
on contentedly enough, and were in due time safely 
lodged in their narrow quarters. 

R seemed, however, that neither the inconveniences 
attached to the cell, nor their anticipation of the fate 
that was before them, had any power to work mis- 
chievously upon their humour. How Hogan conducted 
himself, I cannot so decidedly describe; but of Brennan^ 
it is fresh in my recollection, that he was throughout 
singularly cheemd and confiding. He told us many 
stories of his own narrow escapes. He pointed out 
several of our men who had more than once been in 
pursuit of him, and whose lives, he declared, had over 
and over a^ain been in his hands, though a sense f 
what was right would not permit him to take thf 
"Why shomd I shoot youP" was the tenour of 
appeal. " I have been a soldier in my day, and ki 
that a soldier must obey whatever orders he i 
receive. No, no — I should have the guilt of Cain 
my soul, had any one of your regiment died by 
hands; and yet more than once yovx had N^ell u 
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forced me to the extremity." Then lie would lannch 
out in praise of liis favourite mare, whose death he 
deplorea as the severest calamity that ever befel him, 
and invariably wound up by expressing his conviction, 
tibat after all he would never be hanged. " There is 
no proof against me," was his argument. ''There's , 
nobody to swear that by me he was ever wronged; and 
were the fact different, I am sure that the people will 
jiot permit me to be put to death." In this respect, 
however, Brennan haa deceived himself; for the law, 
when it puts forth its might, is, even in Ireland, 
stronger uian the mere will or caprice of a mob. 

Having been detained in the guard-room of Caher all 
night, the prisoners were removed next day to Glonmel, 
where, in due time, the assizes came on, and they were 
put upon their trial. Many charges were brought 
against both, and especially against JBrennan; yet the 
robber was so far in the right, that nobody could be 
persuaded to swear to his identity. At length a 
quaker, whose carriage had been roboed near Fermoy, 
moxmted the witness-box, and went so far as to declare 
a belief, that he saw in Brennan the individual who 
had stopped it. He would not, indeed, assert posi- 
tively that the case was so— he onlv believed that 
Brennan was the man. On this evidence, not very 
explicit, we must allow, yet without doubt the best 
which could, under the circumstances, be procured, 
Brennan was found guilty; and both he and Hogan, 
who, on some such evidence was in like manner con- 
victed, received sentence of death. How shall I de- 
scribe the scene that followed P Multitudes from all 
parts of the surrounding country, and from the dis- 
txace, in some instances, of fifty miles from the town, 
bad flocked in to witness the trial ; and now that their 
idol was doomed to die, their grief and consternation 
exceeded all conceivable boun£i. Bearded men wept 
in the court-house like children. There were groans, 
deep and bitter, rising from every quarter; and more 
than one, especially among the women, fainted awa^r, 
and was carried out. Meanwhile the troops, antici- 
pating an attempt at rescue, stood to their arms, and 
the whole ni^t long the Btceet^ ircit^ '^<d^^<b\\\pia^'^:^ 
dwtarbaace took place. Aftex ini^Ki^igaii^i^^'^ %sk\^x& 
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or two in tueless ]io>wUng, the crowd melted away, and 
long before midnight a profomid calm perraded eyeiy 
comer of I2ie town. 

At last ike temble day of ezecation tanavedf and 
Bremian, wi& haa associate, hemg placed in an opn 
cart, passed about half-past nine m the morning, imdBr 
a strcme military escort, beneadi the ardied eateway of 
ihe gaol. Affain had formidable preparationB been mads 
to meet and repel violence, should any be offered: but 
aeain the thimaer-oloiid diroersed, witnoot any ontlmxit 
of its foxy. The crowd, to oe sore, waa prodigious; but 
what can a mere crowd attempf^ or hope to accompliaht 
against even a handful of disdmlined and weU-armed sol- 
diers? and where, as happened to be the case that dajv 
the soldiers are numerous, then must eren the thought o£ 
reeiBtance be scouted. Not a hand was raised in defenna 
of the prisoners during all the progress from tiie prison it 
the gallows, imd round the gaUowa the multitudes thai 
assembled stood, if not nmte, at all e?ents motionkML 
It was curious at the time to mark liie difference ol 
character that showed itself in the bearings of the two 
men. Brennan ga2sed cheerfully round him all the 
while he was in t& cart, and recognising in the crowd 
several of his friends, perhaps followers, ne nodded and 
smiled to them gaily. Hogan, on the contrary, ihoudi 
equally self-col&oted* was fax more reserved, for nc 
never Destowed upon any of tibie throng one mark of 
recognition, nor once addressed a word to his fellow- 
sufferer. Yea, and after the cords had been adjusted^ 
and the unhappy men stood waiting for the signal whiflb 
should carry the vehicle from beneath, and leave them 
to die between earth and heaven, — even tiien Hc^aa 
turned aside with undisje^sed contempt and loathmgt 
from the hand which his associate offered to his prea* 
sure; and wrapping himself up in his own thoughti 
sternly and resdutely prepared for the issue. It wi 
not long of coming. At a given signal the cart drov 
away, and amid ydls, more loud and terrible than me 
ever utter, except in the Emerald Isle, the souls < 
these two noted malefactors were wrenched from t\M 
bodies. I must not, however, forget to mention, thi 
Uw two renowned highwaymen suffered not alone. . 
yaang man, found gudty of toxcSbVj cKsrfvii!^ «w — 
4prl £roia lier home and th.Q -^ro^eUoii oi \i.«t ^k 



THB LIOHT BBAaOOV. 16 

wu iJie Bame day executed in pnnnaiioe of his aen- 
ieiioe ; and he ehose to die in a jgarb wliioh excited not 
only our Borprise, but our ridicule. He came to be 
kmged in a rannent of white flannel, made tight to 
tibe shape, and ornamented in all directions with knots 
of blue ribbon, rather more befitting a harlequin on i^e 
ittte, than a wretched culprit whoae life had become 
hnak to the ofiended laws. 



CHAPTEBIL 

BcnlM in Xrdnid, nd Bimbarlniticn ftr PortigaL 

Thbouohout the whole period of my aojoum in Tro- 
peniy, amounlang to not less than seven monlhs, the 
peace of the counly was disturbed, and men's lives put 
m continual jeopardy, by the preyalenco of parlr ieiuls, 
&r more desperate in their nature than any witn whic^ 
the present generation seems to be faimliar. There 
were two fsZtiana in particular, the Shanayests and 
Garayats, who waged one upon ike other an unceasing 
war of extermination. "Every day brought to our 
qoarters the report of some murder or homd persomd 
outrage — eyezy night made known to us that some act 
of incendiarism had been perpetrated. Highway rob- 
bery, too, was yery frequent, insonmch tluit the mail 
neyer passed £rom point to point except under an escort 
(^ lagoons; while smuggling was carried on to such a 
degree, that the trade ot the licensed distiller brought 
lihn no returns. A melancholy time of it had we under 
such circumstances. What with constant demands to 
protect a gentleman's house, or calls upon us to assist 

i m extinguishing the flames that had been applied to it; 
what with escorts to protect the mail, parties to put 
down a still, patrols to keep the roads safe, and guards 
to preserve the peace at different &irs, neither we nor 
onr horses knew what it was to have four-and-twenty 
hours on which we could count, as disposable for pur- 
poses — I do not say of relaxation, but— of ordinary 
regimental or common duty. Our entire life was one 
mahuTDB, excuTBionB, and diBappomtinex^*. icst\^«&^ 

Aat denj, that we became in the end €ix!(xfinxii^HEC^Ri^^ 
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towards the people whose misconduct thus harasse 
and, as a necessary consequence, were deeply moi 
as often as we failed in maldng prisoners of the wr( 
whose Tiolations of the law broke in so often upc 
repose. 

Among the various painful duties which the: 

gaged me, there is not one on which I now look 

with more unmixed abhorrence than the operat 

still-hunting. There was no hour of the night c 

at which we could consider ourselves free fron 

chance of being roused and sent forth, we kne' 

whither, imder the guidance of an excise officer. 

less my memory mislead me, too, these demands 

our activity came with much greater frequency d 

the niffht uian when the sun was shining; while v 

seemed to be the season when the smugger chiefly 

his trade, doubtless with the laudable desire of re 

ins our researches amongthe mountains as little a 

able to us as possible. How often have I been n 

from my warm bed, required to saddle and moui 

horse amid pitchy darkness, and sent forth, I coul 

tell in what direction, to achieve a conquest ovi 

iron pot and a tin worm! Ay, and what is more 

conquest, contemptible as in the ear of the civilj 

may sound, was not always achieved. It is marvc 

witn what accuracy the distillers received inform 

of our movements — often when we flattered ours 

that we were least open to the eye of scrutiny. 

and over again, I have ridden long miles throug] 

mountain passes, my horse floundering in the sno^ 

tripping over pits and hcdes, to the imminent risk 

of my neck and his own; and after all, when we rea 

the spot where the seizure was to have been efle 

we found nothing save the traces of an extinguj 

Are, and two or l£ree peasants, who never omitte 

laugh at us. In like manner, the duties of esco: 

the mail were by no means agreeable. Amid thic 

or in the ditches, parties of armed men would lie, 

would sometimes Jdll both men and horses with 

fire, while for us to search for them, except througl 

medium of our carbines, was impossible. 

It is not, however, because of these annoyances i 
ibat my recoQiec^GDL of service in Ireland is anv 
^at agreeable to myself, or credita\)\© to ^© \i 
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&e people. I admit that provisions were cheap, that 
whiuey was abundant, and that I nerer saw an indi- 
Tidnal Irishman of a temper, which may not deserve to 
be described as generous, and hospitable, and open. 
Bat as a people they were perfect savages, not merely 
m their mode of dealing with those agamst whom they 
entertained a feud, but against persons in whoso society 
tiiey set out with professin^^ to take deHght, and with 
wham tiiey got drunk in all the glee imaginable. Tho 
case, for example, was not unfrequent of a party com- 
ing into a public-house to drink, carousing together in 
pmect good humour tiU their senses became confused, 
and then quarrelling vehemently, they could not tcU 
ihy. Forthwith came into play, ^oker, shovel, ton^s, 
bendies, and knives, tiU many a tmie the floor of the 
ti^room swam with blood, and of the persons fre« 
quenting it not a few were borne off grievously, some- 
times mortally, wounded. Then their fairs and wakes 
were invariably of such a nature, that troops were sent 
to observe them, and to hinder the conmiission of all 
manner of violence. Yet even this precaution was not 
invariably found to avail. I remember, for example, 
that not far from the town in which we were quai*tered, 
an event befel, of which even now it is not easy to 
write without a shudder. There had been a funeral, 
which, coming from some remote comer in the country, 
was attended by a score or two of ragged peasants, all 
of whom followed the corpse, howling as is their wont, 
and nowise insensible to the stimulating influenjc of 
strong drink. The mourners having deposited their de- 
ceased friend in his grave, adjourned, as a matter of 
course, to the whiskey-shop, where they pledged his 
memory in as many draughts as the state of their 
fnances would allow. Having exhausted these, and 
thoroughly inflamed themselves, they set out to return 
home; and well would it have been nad they followed 
up this resolution, without looking either to the right 
hand or to the left. 

The persons who carried the corpse to its grave, 
belonged to one or other of the rival factions, I cannot 
tell Tmich. That, however, is a matter of no moment, 
for both were alike ferocious, and either would have 
been guilty in this particular matwafife oil ^<i Vsrc^<^ 
cnmea of which I am about to msSlLe icl<^^<;^\^% ^wsb% 
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drank freely, as lias been stated, the mourners set out 
to return home, and came, as they proceeded, upon the 
house of a respectable farmer, who owed allegiance to 
a party hostile to their own. Like madmen, they sprang 
within the inclosure, burst open his door, and meeting 
the servant girl in the passage, instantly put her to 
death. They then rushed into the kitchen, where the 
farmer and ms wife were seated — an aged couple — from 
whom no molestation could be apprehended: them they 
pierced with many wounds; after which, they slew the 
cows in the stall, the horses in the stable, and the very 
dog and cat that wandered about the premises. In a 
word, a more atrocious massacre never was perpetrated, 
even in the county of Tipperary, though Tipperary has 
in all ages been renowned for the littk value which its 
inhabitants put either upon their own lives, or on the 
lives of other people. 

After this account of the duties which were imposed 
upon us, and the sort of life which we led while quar- 
tered at CSlonmel, it will scarcely be wondered at when 
I say that the order which one day reached us, to march 
forthwith upon Dublin, was by me greeted with un- 
qualified satisfaction. The 23rd light dragoons having 
been directed to proceed on foreign service, it became 
our business to supply their place; and this we did early 
in the spring of 1809, our respective squadrons meeting, 
on more thMi one occasion, as they moved, — we to the 
capital, they towards Cork harbour. We occupied 
Dublin for something more than a year; and had the 
satisfaction, such as it was, of witnessing there the cele- 
bration of the great Jubilee. I need scarcely add, that 
the Jubilee of which I speak commemorated the fiftieth 
year of the reign of Grepree III., and was kept up with 
extraordinary spirit in aJl parts of his majesty's do- 
minions. I greatly question, however, whether in any 
town throughout the empire, more of the external show 
of loyalty was exhibited than in Dublin. For three 
whole days men exhibited their gladness, first by a 
grand review of the troops in St. Stephen's Green; 
next by a general illumination; and last of all in a sort 
of carmval, where all manner of irregularities were freely 
perpetrated, no human being caring to find fault witK 
tbem. For example, the s^eta were tbionged both 
JUjg^ht and day with mixutreU, maakets, soidL in^ramisiAv 
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foTwliom every door was thrown freely open, and who 
▼ere regaled wherever they came with vivres and a 
luarty welcome. !N'either, as far as I know, was any 
advantage taken of such frankness to work evil to the 
parsons or the property of the individuals who dis- 
pligred it. Yet we had slender reason to congratulate 
oonelves that we happened to be present on so ani- 
mating an occasion : m)m four o'clock in the afternoon 
of one day, till seven in the following morning, both we 
and the Scots Greys were employed to patrol the 
streets; one half of the town being intrusted to the 
care of the Greys, and the other committed to our 
espedal keeping. We aU did our duty, without doubt; 
yet we heartily rejoiced when the gaieties came to an 
end, and we were permitted to return to the ordinary 
occupation of our hves. 

So passed the year 1809, of which my general recol- 
lections amount to this, and no more — that if not posi- 
tiTely an era in my existence, it has lefb no stamp of 
extreme misery on my soul. StiQ there was very httle 
mourning in the corps when the arrival of the 7th 
Hussars set us free, and we embarked, in the same 
transports which brought them into the Liffey, for 
Holynead. There we landed in safety: a pleasant 
march of twenty-two days carried us to Weymouth, 
^here the head-quarters of the regiment being esta* 
bHshed, detachments went abroad to various out- 
stations, of which Famham and Porchester were two. 
At ^e latter of these posts I found myself, with twenty 
of my comrades, the charge being committed to us of 
keepmg ^ard over French prisoners, who, to the 
number of 7000 at the least, were cooped up within the 
Walls of the castle. 

Whatever grounds of boasting may belong to us as a 
nation — and 1 am the last man m the world to think of 
diminishing their number, I am afraid that our mode of 
dealing with the prisoners taken from the French 
during the war scarcely deserves to be classed among 
them. Absolute cruelties were never, I believe, per- 
petrated on those unfortunate beings; neither, as far as 
1 know, were they, on any pretence whatever, stinted 
in the allowance of food awarded to them. But, in 
ather reepects, ikey fared haxdiy euou^, Tmsvi ^<si«^ 
hg^ apartmenta, for instance, "wexe "^etY TiffX!^ ^os^^mi 

b2 
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Few paroles were extended to them, (it is past dispu 

tliat when the parole was obtained, they were, witkc 

distinction of rank, apt to make a bad use of it,) wh 

their pay was calculated on a scale as near to Uie li 

of starvation as could in any measure correspond w: 

our national renown for humanity. On the other hai 

eT^ possible encouragement was given to the exerc 

of ingenuity among the prisoners themselves, by t 

throwing open of the casue yard once or twice a wei 

when their wares were exhibited for sale, amid numerc 

groups of jugglers, tumblers, and musicians, all of whc 

rollowed tneur respective calling, if not invariably wj 

skilly always wim most praiseworthy perseveran^ 

Moreover, the ingenuity of the captives taught the 

how, on these occasions, to set up stalls, on which 

manner of trinkets were set forth, as well as pupp 

diows, and Punch's opera,— in witnessing which, Jo] 

Bull's good humour was sure to be called into pit 

Then fdlowed numerous purchases, particularly on t 

part of the country people, of bone and ivory nicknad 

fabricated invanably with a common penknife, y 

always neat, and not unfrequently elegant. Nov mt 

I forget to mention the daily market, which ti 

peasantry, particularly the women, were in the habit 

attending, and which usually gave scope for the exchauj 

of Jean Crapaud's manufactures for fancy's e^gs, 

Joan's milk, or home-baked loaf. This, though it t(x 

j^ace at an early hour in the morning, was day aft 

day an interesting spectacle to us, who, not seeking 

pry beyond the mere surface of things, were apt to qt 

the castle-yard with a notion, that, after all, the pi 

soners had no great cause to be dissatisfied with the 

lofc 

A prisoner, however, is always dissatisfied with h 
lot — ^how, indeed, can he be otherwise ? and we at Po 
cheater, like others employed on a similar duty els 
where, were in due time taught the truth of this axioi 
It happened one night, that a sentry, whose post h 
outside the walls oi the old castle, was startled by 
sound as of a hammer driven against the earth beneai 
his feet. The man stopped, listened, and was more an 
more convinced, that neither his fears nor his imagini 
ton had misled him ; so he re^oxte^i ^<e ectcomfiXaat 
Mf the aerjeajit, who next viBixedl[^ "^^^iv «3A\tb^\ 
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^ to take in the matter sucli steps as XDight be expedient. 
H The seijeant, as in duty bound, baying first ascertained 
'I liisttbe man spoke trmy, made bis report to tbe cap- 
jl tain on duty, wbo immediately doubled the sentry at 
'I the indicated spot, and gaye strict orders, tbat should 
ft) much as one French prisoner be seen making bis way 
beyond the castle walls, be should be shot without 
Ittercy. Then was the whole of the guard got under 
araiB; then were beacons fired in yarious quarters; 
while far and near, from Portsmouth not less than from 
tike cantonments, more close at hand, bodies of troops 
Siarched upon Porchester. Among others came the 
general of the district, bringing with him a detachment 
of sappers and miners— by whom all the floors of the 
tereral bed-rooms were tried, and who soon brought 
Ihe matter home to those engaged in it. Indeed, one 
Sian, at last, was taken in the gallciy which he was 
seeking to enlarge ; his only instrument being a spike 
sail wnerewith to labour. 

The plot thus detected was a yery extensiye, and 
nast, if carried through, haye proyed a desperate one 
to both parties. For weeks preyious to the discoyery 
the prisoners, it appeared, had been at work, and from 
Aot fewer than seyen rooms, all of them on the ^ound 
floor, they had sunk shafts twelye feet in depUi, and 
caused them all to meet at one common centre, whence 
as many chambers went off. These were driyen beyond 
the extremity of the outer wall ; and one — that of which 
the sentry was thus imexpectedly made aware — the in- 
{[enions miners had carried forward with such skill, that 
m two days more it would haye been in a condition to 
be opened. The rubbish, it appeared, which from these 
teyeral ooyered ways they scooped out, was carried about 
■j by the jgrisoners m their pockets, till they found an 
opportunity of scattering it oyer the surface of the great 
' square, x et the desperate men had a great deal more 
to encounter than the mere obstacles wmch the excaya^ 
tbn of the castle of Porchester presented. Their first 
tnroceeding, after emerging into upper air, must needs, 
lave been to surprise and overpower the troops that 
occupied the barracks immediately conti^ous; an 
operation of doubtful issue at the best, and not to be 
secomplished without a terrible loss oiM^, cet^aja^ o^ 
«o© Bide—prohahlj on both. MoxeoNCT,N^\eii.^i)K»a'^**»' 
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done — and that it might, and probably woidd have beem. 
done, no thinking man will doubt — there remained foir 
the fiigitiYes the still more arduous task of makingtheiir' 
way through the heart of the garrison town of Ports- 
mouth, and seizing a flotilla of boats, should such h» 
high and dry upon the beach. Yet worse even thaiE. 
this remained, for both the harbour and the roads wer» 
crowded with ships of war, the gauntlet of whose bat^ 
teries the deserters must of necessity have run ; and out^ 
of which no reasonable man among them could hope to 
escape with life, — supposing him to hazard life, ratheir 
than give up all hope or chance of liberty. In all sin- 
cerity, then, I am mchned to believe that the detection- 
of this plot was, to both parties, a merciful arrangemenl^ 
of Divme Providence, inasmuch as the struggle would 
have been desperate, the mortality vci*y great, and, in- 
all probability, the whole would nave resulted in the 
reconunittal of the survivors of those who began the 
fray, to a more rigid conflnement than that from whick 
they sought to escape. 

About a month after the occurrence of this adventure 
J got a furlough to visit my Mends, with whom I spent 
Beveral weeks very agreeably. I then rejoined the 
regiment, which had received orders, only the day be^ 
fore, to prepare for foreign service ; and no great while 
afterwards it began its march towards the point of em- 
barkation. There occurred, during the process of that 
journey, a circumstance which not only distressed nae 
a good deal at the moment, but in some sort affected 
the whole of my subsequent career of life. In my troop 
there were two non-commissioned officers — a Serjeant 
Waldron and a Corporal Eents — as different in their 
tempers and habits one from another as if they did not 
belong to the same species. Coiporal Rents was a very 
noble fellow — sober, steady, kind, generous, and open- 
hearted. Serjeant Waldron was a cross-grained, ill- 
^nditioned creature, who delighted in nothing so much 
as to annoy the " Johnny Baws ;" the elegant name 
which it was his pleasure to bestow upon aU who might 
have recently joined the regiment. With Corporal 
Itents I had early formed an intimate friendship, and 
it was the great object of both that we should be placed 
on parade as comrades ; but the matter, somehow or 
Mnotber, was not arranged wlDLen tla.e ot^et \» ^toc.^^^ 
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upon foreign seryice was promulgated. On the marcli, 
however, we made a point of being as much as possible 
together. There was, indeed, but one man between 
Eents and myself in the order of files, and him I easily- 
persuaded to change places with me ; so that all the 
while we were upon the road, I enjoyed the advantage 
of my friend's conversation, as he enjoyed the advantage 
dmme, Nevertheless, we were not lons^ permitted to 
proceed thus unmolested ; Serjeant Wal(&on took little 
pleasure in our discussions, inasmuch as they partook 
m no respect of the ribald and loose converse which in 
those days, at least, was too much in fashion among 
soldiers : and he marked his disapprobation of our tone, 
by ordering me back to my proper place in the line of 
march. Lake a young solmer as I was, I ventured to 
remonstrate, saying tnat I merely wanted to chat a 
httle with the corporal, and would get into my place 
whenever a halt should be ordered. At tlus he oecame 
very savage, and repeating his order, desired that I 
would not presume to call me wisdom of it in question. 
" Now, Serjeant," said I, very foolishly, " what differ- 
ence can it make to you whetner I or your own proper 
covering file ride next youP" " What !" said he, in a 
rage, " do you still rerase to obey P" And so saying, he 
clapped spurs to his horse, and rode off in searcnof the 
officer. In a moment a lieutenant of our troop — a very 
austere man, whose name it is not worth while to men- 
tion, — ^returned with the Serjeant, and, not waiting to 
hear a word that I might say, desired me to take my 
proper station in the column, and to be put down for 
the oaj^gage guard when the march shoidd end. I was 
exoessivehr indignant at this ; but what coidd I do P 
At first I determined not to take this extra guard, to 
merit which I had done nothing ; but a little calm re- 
flection convinced me of the foUy of such a resolution, 
and I made up my mind that it would be best for me to 
submit with patience to whatever load my superiors 
might impose. 

I took my proper place in the line of march, and at 
the dose oi tne movement, received notice that at ten 
o'clock it would be my turn to mount sentry under the 
market-place. Meanwhile, I adioumed with my com- 
radeB to the quarters which. Tiad oeeii ^m^<&^N\a, ^a^.^ 
drmking Greeiy with tliem, nevex ^kou'^X.^i^'cccwsi^^^ 
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the clock had struck ten. Then, however, I jumped up, 
paid my reckoning, and ran off to the market-plaoe, 
which, Deing close at hand, I must have reached within 
' a minute or two of the time appointed for my appear- 
ance there. A corporal was m command, greauy re- 
sembling, in his habits and temper, my friend Serjeant 
Waldron. " Are you aware,*' said he, " how late it isP 
You are a full half hour behind your time, and I have 
put another man in your place as sentry. I shall con- 
fine you, and make a report of the circumstance to ihe 
captain in the morning. You are drunk, sir, as well as 
late." 

It was to no purpose that I assured the corporal of 
xny absolute innocence of the offence with which he 
last charged me; and protested that the clock had just 
struck ten in the quarter whither I had been sent. He 
would not listen to me for a moment, but, putting me 
tmder arrest, stated the case, doubtless in terms as 
strong as he could find, to the captain. I was at this 
time a very young soldier — ^neither, from the hour of 
my enlistment, h&d. I ever been confined before; so the 
disgrace sat heavily upon me, and I fretted over it. 
But no important evil arose, at least directly, out of it. 
The followmg morning I took my place in the ranks, 
which I was permitted to retail all the way to Honi- 
ton, and from which, it is right to add, I was never, 
after all, renioved. While we lay in this place, how- 
ever, waiting for the transports to be fitted up, which 
were destined to carry us to the seat of war, the cap- 
tain sent for me, and severely reprimanded me for the 
crimes of which I was charged with being guilty. He 
said that he was not only vexed but surprised to hear 
such things of me, whom he had taught himself to con- 
sider as one of the most sober men m the troop; and 
lie charged me, as I hoped for encouragement, and de- 
sired not to incur its opposite, never to be found in so 
disgracefrd a situation again. Hard, hard was the task 
of gulping all this down, while my own conscience told 
xne theit the charges were quite groundless; yet I felt 
at the moment that to deny them would be profitless— 
so I put the padlock on my soul, and remamed silent. 
I earnestly advise all young soldiers first of all to win 
ibe good opinion of tneir coptam, onA. \3affii, «fc «^«t^ 
■fc«™<?e of immediate gratificatioii,to'5it«Bet>f«>ifc. T^ 
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emtain lias everytliiii^^ in his power, both to promote 
nia to retard the soldier's adyancement; ana if you 
OQoe get into his black books, it will cost you many a 
ds^ of anxiety, and a considerable display of luck m 
joar favour, to set out of them again. 

I remember mat about this time I receiyed a yery 
aeceptable present from home, in the shape of various 
articles that would be ujseful during the voyage, as well 
as some money and tobacco, which I freely divided 
with my comrades, and for which they were very 
grateful. This was hardly done, when we proceeded 
to Plymouth, where' the smps were fitted up and lyin^ 
to receive us; but of their state of preparation we could 
TezT little avail ourselves, inasmuch as the wind was, 
ana long continued to be, adverse. Under these cir- 
cunstances, it was a sort of privilege to me, that, 
haying for my comrade a young man intimately ac- 
quainted with the mysteries or boatmanship, I was 
ymed to him, and had it in charge to execute the 
officers' commissions, as well as to purchase vegetables 
diafy for the men in the same transport. I recollect, 
too, that the doctor having taken his passage on board 
of our ship, was, by my comrade and myself, pulled, 
day after day, roxma the different vessels among which 
our people were distributed; and that our excursions 
▼ere not alwavs unfruitM, at least in the accession ci 
creature comforts. But this order of things was 
happily not destined to last for ever. The wind shifted 
indue time, and an enormous fleet, amounting, on a 
moderate computation, to not less than one hundred 
saQ of all sizes and descriptions, hauled in their anchors 
at a given signal, and, under a very slender convoy, 
put to sea. 

Generally speaking, there is not much in the voyage 
from England to the seat of war, which, in the life of 
a soldier, deserves to be recorded. In my own par- 
ticnlar case, however, the rule can scarce be said to 
have held good; for, first, having on a certain occasion 
towed a dead horse ashore, I was one of a boat's crew 
that with difficult regained the ship again; and next, 
ay old enemy, Serjeant Waldron, put me to a very 
great strait. It happened one day that he saw me 
playin£^ with mj comrades on the forecastle, and that, 
temg m a singularly bad humoAa, \i<e ot^'Ct'e^TaftWRi^ 
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to look after the horses. I told him that I had done 
that duty the day previously: yet he would take no 
refusal, and affecting once more to regard me as a 
mutineer, he desired that I would remain below till he 
should give me leave to show myself upon deck. As a 
matter of course I obeyed, though the old hands pitied 
me much, and protested that had the dispute occurred 
with one of them, they would have carried it througk 
very differently. Still I went to the stables, and abode 
there three whole days, and emerged again into upper 
air only when it became manifest, both to myself and 
others, that my health would suffer from longer con* 
£nement. A very angry man was Serjeant Waldron, 
when his eye encountered mine near the mainmast 
He swore vehemently against my outrageous be- 
haviour, would have forced me below again, had not 
the rest of the men openly withstood him, and ended 
by hurrying off to the officer in command, and making 
a highly- coloured report of the whole proceeding. It it 
not to be wondered at if the officer should have adopted 
the Serjeant's view of the case, he being an old man 
and I a young one; or that, being assured of my tur- 
bulent and mutinous disposition, he should have cou' 
sented to punish me next day by the infliction of i 
picketing. But, though Serjeant Waldron got all thingi 
ready, my comrades sustamed me with the assurance 
that they would not permit the slightest wrong to be 
put upon me; and their good will fortimately attained 
its object, without bringing any individual of the num- 
ber into jeopardy. It chanced that a smart gale came 
on that night, so that in the morning, when tne parade 
was formed, the ship rolled heavily, and the serjeani 
going to call the officer, found him deadly sick. With 
file utmost difficulty he was persuaded to rise, but he 
never got to the place where the instruments of pun- 
ishment were arranged. A heavy sea struck the vessel 
— ^the officer reeled and fell, and Doth he and Serjeant 
Waldron were in an instant covered with an ointment 
less odoriferous by far than that of which Arabia is the 
source. Poor fellow ! our commandant was very much 
ashamed of himself, as well as extremely wroth with 
the person who had drawn him into the scrape. He 
accused Serjeant Waldron of having occasioned hia 
disgrace, desired in a pet that the 'i^riBOiveiT: ^oiviXi^' 
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sot at liberty, and diying once more into his own cabin, 
pennitted both the crime with which I stood charged, 
and the punishment that had been threatened, to be 
ibrgotten. 



CHAPTEE ni. 

Yojrage to JAabaa — State of the City — March to the Front- 
Wounded Men — Camp at Elras. 

Thbbb occurred yery httle during our passage to lis- 
bon of which it is worth while to take notice, or con- 
cerning which it may with truth be said that it differed 
in any respect from the ordinary adventures that attend 
men during the progress of sea voyages in fifeneral. 
We had the customary alternations of fair weather and 
foul, bringing with them their usual accompaniments 
of comfort and its opposite, the whole being summed 
10) by a seyen days* caim, off the cost of Vigo ; and, as 
ioat was not the age of steam navigation, the seven 
days in question rolled but heavily away. I^either 
ean it be said that a crxdse in the jolly-boat, afler an 
enormous log of mahogany, which with some labour 
we overtook, but were unable to turn to an account, 
gave much agreeable variety to the scene. Let me, 
then, carry my reader forward to the Tagus, oup 
entrance into which struck me, as it does every 
stranger, with astonishment. I say nothing of the pro- 
digious width of the river at its mouth, nor of the 
myrtle-clothed hills that greet your eye as you ascend, 
for it is on Lisbon itself so soon as it rises, like a queen, 
out of the water, that your gaze is with irresistible in- 
terest turned. And never, surely, has the yoimg man's 
hopes more cruelly differed from the realities of life, 
than this fair city differs, as soon as you plant your 
foot upon its quays, from what it appeared to be while 
yet looked at from a distance. 

As seen in the far-off horizon, Lisbon looks like a 
city of palaces. The dazzling whiteness of the houses, 
Wmch catch and reflect the sun's rays, — the series of 
terraces along which they are built, rising, in the fashion 
of an amphinieatre, from the liver's brink, — the many 
jpirea and towers which adorn ita d[i>xi^e^i— ^ "^as" 
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give an air of magnificence to the place, which pie- 
pares you to enconnter, at every turn, marks, not of 
0qaaLor, but of wealth. How cruelly the result distp- 
points you! Walls stuccoed over, with the staeeo 
crumbliug to pieces, — ^narrow streets, choked up with 
filti^ of the most horrid kind, — miserable wretches 
crowding about, as if they lacked not only the indina-- 
tion but the physical power to exert themselves,— afl 
these, with a thousand symptoms beside of inddence 
and squalor, and a national character utterly degraded, 
left UJB, on landing, no room to inquire how far our ex- 
pectations in reference to the Portuguese capital had 
outrun the reality. And yet Lisbon was in perpetcul 
bustle during: that season. Day after day ships arrived, 
1mngiDg;^inel or stares, or mWtions ofW W IW 
land. The quays were continually crowded with «3- 
diers, sailors, and camp-followers, while the river itself 
seemed to support a very forest of masts. Indeed, I 
never shall forget the splendour of the panorama on 
that day when our little squadron stemmed its strong 
current ; for we met full in the teeth an enormous fleet, 
imder convoy of the Caledonia, 110, and did not make 
our way through the throng without both giving and 
recernng some serious damage. 

Black Horse Square will doubtless be familiar to 
inany who honour these reminiscences with a perusal 
It was there that, according to custom, we brought rtp ; 
and there, after time had oeen given to arrange our 
accoutrements and get our harness in order, the regi- 
ment was formed. 1 was not so fortunate, however, as 
to march with my corps ; for a Serjeant's party having 
been directed to proceed on foot with the officers* bag- 
gage, it became necessary to intrust their horses to the 
care of some of their comrades, and my old friend, Ser- 
jeant Waldron, doubtless to show that I was not for- 
>tten, committed to me the care of his charger. Now 
jeant Waldron was an extremely careless man. He 
tossed his saddle, bridle, &c., he did not know 
where, on first embarkinff, and it took so much time to 
find them, that long before I was in a condition to 
move, the last of the horse-party had departed. More- 
over, when I did find them, they, or ramer the saddle, 
was in a deplorable condition; iot it "VsaSl ^ot *m\o\!^ 
Erse's cnb, and he, of couxBe, 1mu3L now e^«t^3L\fc\xx. «dp| 
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With some difficulty, Lowever, I fastened it upoa 
ick, and, mounting my own, began, with the ser- 
I charger in my nana, to threaid mywaj in tJia 
manner I conld towards Belem. "nut snch a 
*jl The horses being yonnfi^ and skittish from 
K>9finement, pranced and kicSied so that I conld 
ly command them; and more than once the saddle 
luch I sat turned, through my inability to ait 
bt. I qnestion, indeed, whether I should have 
)d my destination at all, but for the kindness of 
iglish soldier who happened to come up just as, 
9 sixth time, my saddle had gone round and com- 

me to dismount; and he volunteering to hold 

a'eant's, I was enabled so to adjust my own beast 
his pranks proved insufficient, from that time, 
ommdae me m my seat. Then, following the 
ice of my friendly comrade, I pushed on; and^ 
•, to my extreme aelight, found mjself delivered 
a hateml office, and once more m comparative 
rt, because restored to my regimental duty, 
a not going to swell these pages by describing 
s of which a thousand accounto, more or less ac- 
f have appeared already. Lisbon was to me what 
OS to have been to my countrymen in general — a 
of very little enjoyment ; for though me climate 
oious, and fruit and wine are abundant, the man« 
f the inhabitants were, and I doubt not still are, 
linently disgusting. Of the lower classes I am 

to state, that they are at once the most indolent 
.thy portion of the human race with which I have 
>rmed an acquaintance. With the exception of 
iliar tribe, called Galegos, who are not, by-the-by, 
piese, but Spaniards, there does not seem to be 
lere the smallest disposition to industry amon£ 

Tlie consequence is, that these Gralegos, iliough 
ed and shunned by their townsmen m general, 
• far the best-dressed and healthiest-lookmg peo- 
the city; and, as always occurs in such cases, 
xe likewise the most civil and the best informed. 
5 manner, the women appear to entertain very 
lite notions as to the duties which devolve upon 
m and sisters in families. They have no idea of 
w^ their habitations tidy, but move aibout amoni^ 
^ which both within dooxa 8^ '^niit![^'^ ^sqs.<* 
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ronnds them, as if the atmosphere produced by it wc 
not only familiar, but agreeable, fiut woe to the im 
vidual, whether male or female, who ventures to wj 
the streets by night. Unless he be sheltered by 
umbrella, not eren a progress along the crown of t 
causeway will saye him; for the good folks of Ed 
burgh are lame in the art, compared with the Lisbon< 
— mio discharge their vessels without even a ** gaw 
loo," and seldom miss their mark, provided there be 
living thing beneath to aim at. 

N obody can have visited Lisbon without being stro 
with the frequency and magnitude of the religious pi 
cessions which are there conducted. Of these, thei 
fore, I need not take notice. But there was anotb 
ceremony — ^in its purpose, without doubt, humane a 
excellent, though in its results of doubtfiil utihty— 
which I am bound to make mention. I was struck o 
day with the sight of a string of eight or ten cars, ea 
drawn by four mt oxen, before and after which went 
crowd of persons, some weU-dressed, others very mu 
the reverse, among whom went sundry monks, oeari 
baskets in their h^ds, which they held up to the doc 
and windows of the better sort of nouses as they passe 
Into these the charitable threw loaves of bread, m 
other victuals, the whole of which being laid up in t 
cars, are transported, by-and-by, to one of the church< 
There the monks mix the whole into caldrons, and cc 
vert them, with other ingredients, into soup; for whi 
dense crowds of ragged and miserable lookmg wretci 
wait eagerly at the doors. I found, upon inquiry, it 
the process went on — I do not exactly remember h< 
often — ^but at stated intervals; and that the multitud 
who looked to this precarious source for a large shs 
of their subsistence were very great. 

Of the dresses of the women, botib high and low, w 
should I make mention P Wrapped up in their loc 
cloaks or mantillos, the former walk only to churc 
with faces so covered that a pair of bright black ey 
are alone to be seen, and feet and ankles of excelle 
Bymmetry. Each of these is followed at a respecti 
mstance oy an aged attendant, or duenna. Where 
Ihe poorer sort walk alone in a mantle, formed fi 

Cntfy- of scarlet cloth, with black. -veVve^ \rmn!M£ftj 
sleeves, and white handkeTchieffi «^)Qut\k<&veV<» 
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Long black veils are likewise mueli worn, cliieflj by 
lespectable tradesmen's wives and daughters ^who, 
iKit unattended by their duennas, pass to and fro with- 
out scruple in the dirty streets — and from the merry 
becks and nods which these girls cast upon you as you 
pus, you are apt, if a stranger, to form but an in- 
oifferent opinion of their virtue. But in this you are 
onite misUiken. The Portu£;uese women are naturally 
n*ank and good-natured; so that a bearing which among 
OS would tell against a young woman on the score of 
immodesty, is among them the common method of 
marking meir good will towards the party saluted. 

I have spoken of Lisbon as being, at that time, a 
scene of perpetual bustle and great confiision. The 
arrival of fresn troops, and the departure of men unlit 
for service, were matters of hourly occurrence; while a 
sadder spectacle by far met us day by day, when on 
the beacn we beheld multitudes of unhappy women, 
who, not having been permitted to follow their hus- 
bands to the front, were waiting till their respective 
toms came, that they might return home. OJT these 
all interrogated eagerly each new-comer from the seat 
of war, as he arrived; though their inquiries seldom 
referred to others than the individuals on whom they 
respectively depended. Poor creatures, it made my 
heart bleea to listen to tne shrieks of some, when told 
that their husbands were killed; and to the sad low 
moaning of others, to whom the vague reply was given, 
that the party appealed to was incapable of satisfying 
their wishes. And then to hear them deplore their 
Wretched fate— that they had not been able to follow 
the one human being to whom they were attached — that 
they must go back to a country where nobody cared 
for 'or knew them. I declare that, though little given 
to the melting mood, I have often been obliged to hurry 
away, lest my feelings should quite overpower me in 
the very middle of the throng. 

One anecdote more I crave permission to transcribe, 
ere I pass on to other and more stirring matters. It 
will not, I dare say, be forgotten by any who visited 
Idsbon in 1810, tnat the river was mght and day 
crowded with country boats, the owners of which made 
a harvest by landing passengers from \k^ ^ox^ «& thfi^ 
^ame in, and would not make "way Cot \\i<^ ^!^^ \^'^« 
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wiiich, on the contrary, they obstructed. It chanced, 
on a certain occasion, that an officer, charged with im- 
portant despatches, endeavoured in a man-of-war's 
boat, to make good his lauding at Belem Slips. The 
Portuguese watermen, as usual, blocked up the pas- 
sage, and neither his threats nor his entreaties, nor the 
assurance that he was proceeding on urgent duty, codd 
prevail upon them to give way. At last he stood op, 
and called upon one of these people, who had placed 
himself directly between the boat and the shore, to 
move aside. Tke man insolently refused, and, grasping 
a boat-hook, made signs that he would resist the further 
advance of the EngSshman by force. The officer lost 
all patience at this, and, drawing a pistol, shot the man 
deaH on the instant. There was no delay after this in 
opening for him a passage. To the right and left the 
panic-struck boatmen drew aside, and he landing, pro- 
ceeded on foot, unmolested to the place of his destma- 
tion. But though the watermen were too cowardly to 
resent the death of their companion when it occurred* 
they made a prodigious fuss about it immediately after^ 
wards. The corpse was carried in procession, unwashed* 
and in the dress in which it fell, tnrough all the streets 
of the city; and money was collected from every passer 
by, in order to defray the expenses of the funeitd. I 
never heard that any consequences more serious than 
this arose out of an anair whicn, in almost any other town 
in Europe, must have produced a bitter feud between the 
strangers and the natives. At the same time it is but 
fair to add, that there is no reliance to be placed either 
on the forbearance or the generosity of a Portuguese. 
If you happen to offend him, and a convenient oppor- 
tuniiy offer, he will thrust his knife into your body 
without scruple; and where the odds in number are 
much against you, the sooner you take to your heels 
the better. 

After a sojourn of ten days in the capital of Portugal, 
we received orders to march to the front; and went 
forward on our way in the highest possible spirits, and 
full of anticipations of glory ana enjoyment. We 
crossed the Tagus in open Doats, to a place called Aldea 
Oole^, and proceedea tkence to Eatiemadura. There 
B fiinous thunder-storm overtook \\B,"mVJa.T«Mi^Q Sa.* 
ceteuuit and heavy, that m an mcteASoYj ^otX. «^^r,^ ^ 
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time the whole town became inundated; the water 
running in the streets a depth of a foot at the least, and 
inreeping into the cellars, where most of the poorer 
people dwelt, with the fury of a river. Our condition 
was, of course, cheerless enough, yet we bore it without 
murmuring, and would have been truly thankful, so 
early as the following day, to take it back in exchange 
for that which then befel us ; for at the village where 
we halted there arrived on cars, about 700 wounded 
men from. Albuera, whose plight was as pitiable — ^I 
might have used a stronger expression, and said hor- 
rible — as it is easy for the human imagination to con- 
ceive. No doubt they had received, "vmen first taken 
in hand by the surgeons, all the care which the nature 
of their condition would allow. But they had performed 
since that period a long journey, through a barren 
country, and under a broiling sun — and their wounds 
remaining undressed all this while, were now in such a 
state as U> defy description. 

There was no lack of willingness on our parts to 
assist them. We soon cleared out the best houses in 
the place; spread straw, and, where we could find it, 
linen, for them on the floors, and gave ourselves up to 
the business of cleansing their hurts, the smeU pro- 
ceeding from which was fearftd. Over and over again 
we were forced to quit the miserable patients in a hurry, 
and run out into the open air, in order to save ourselves 
from fainting; while they, poor fellows, reproached us, 
with a degree of bitterness which none of us cared, 
even in thought, to resent for a moment. I need 
scarcely add that among that mutilated crowd there 
were here and there strange specimens of frail humanity. 
One pair of wretches I particularly remember, an Irish- 
man and a Erenchman, who travelled in the same car, 
both of whom had lost their legs — not partially, but 
entirely — and Mjfho yet ceased not to abuse and revile 
one another from morning till night. It was melan- 
choly to hear them railing, in their respective tongues, 
and threatening one another in a manner strikmgl^ 
characteristic of the two nations. Paddy doubled his 
fist from time to time, and shook it at Jean Crapot, 
while Jean would put his hand towards his left side, as 
much as to say, " Would that there Yreie «» awotd in 
mae band, for then would I slay ihee.** 

c 
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We did our duty faitlifully by our mutilated country- 
men ; so faithfully, indeed, that weeks passed away eie 
I was able entirely to overcome the effect which the 
distressing occupation had produced upon me. I could 
neitiier eat nor sleep, for everything seemed to be tainted 
with effluvia from those cankered wounds, and my 
dreams were all such as to make sleep a burden. For- 
tunately for us, however, we were not long condemned to 
the torture ; for war must be fed for ever with new 
victims, and we turned our backs upon those already 
smitten, on the morning after we had met them. Our next 
stage was Elvas, where, in a beautiful olive-plantation, 
we formed our camp ; and beyond which we were not 
destined, at least for a time, to proceed. Moreover, as 
if fate had determined to console us in some sort for 
the distressing rencounter of the preoediug day, we met 
this morning, whUe on the march, about 500 French 
prisoners ; who, tmder an escort of Portuguese, were 
proceeding to the dep6t at Lisbon, and ultimately to 
the hulks. Poor feUows, we pitied them too ; for the 
Portuguese ceased not to insult and abuse them — 
flourishing their swords over the captives' heads, and 
heaping SH manner of offensive epithets upon themi 
Beyond this, however, they did not venture to go, be- 
cause, by this time, English discipline was, in some 
measure, established ia the Portuguese army; and 
English discipline, as well as English feeling, sanctions 
no act of cruelty towards a discomfited foemazu 



CHAPTEE IV. 

The Light Dragoon and his Horse — The Guerillas — ^A Battle 

and its Besults. 

Op Elvas and its beauties, iucluding the fertile plain 
out of which it rises, the noble aqueduct which brings 
its supplies of water from the neignbouring mountains, 
and the forts by which it is commanded, I have nothing 
to tell which has not been told at least a hundred times 
already. Moreover, mere description is, in my opinion, 
of very little use in such cases •, for thing,a"wlcaciL ai^^al 
to the outward senses^ must by tke aena^^ iSLonjb v^q «x.* 
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B&ined — tliat is, if tLo party curions concerning them 
be indeed desirous of having his curiosity ^tified. 
Besides, were it otherwise, I am no master of tuc art of 
description. Mine was a humble, albeit a somewhat 
vwied career, to detail which alono I have been induced 
to take up the pen ; and so, leaving the description of 
Elvas to those more competent, in their own estimation, 
to deal with it, I pass at once to the details of a private 
dragoon's life, as uiat is spent in the immediate presence 
of an enemy. 

I am induced to think that the change firom home 
service to real campaigning is much more striking, as 
well as far more difficult to realize, in the case of the 
Ikht horseman, than in that of the infantry soldier. 
Tae infantry soldier finds himself, it is true, deprived, 
▼hen he takes the field, of his comfortable barrack-room; 
while his provisions, instead of being served out daily, 
and by measure, may fall short from time to time, or 
utterly disappear. Then, again, he mounts guard — ^not 
over a stout brick building, which nobody dreams of 
assailing — ^but in the open fields, where all his wit43 must 
be about him, in order to prevent an active enemy from 
tnssing his line, cutting nim and his picket on*, and 
oringing ruin on the army. In every other respect, 
however, his life is pretty much what it ever was. He 
must keep his arms and accoutrements clean, himself 
tidy, attend parades, perform marches, and figlit battles 
as often as to his own leader, or to the leader of the ad- 
verse host, a battle may be desirable. But, except in 
the matter of fighting, ho must do all this at homo like- 
wise; and if his bed be often the wet ground, and his 
canopy the lowering sky, why there is no help for it; 
lie must make the most of them. The light horseman, 
on the contrary, has not only his own wants, but those 
of his charger, to attend to; and the difference to th( 
horse in the sort of life which on service ho is require* 
to lead, is infinitely greater than the difference to hi 
rider-7«upposing both to have been reared in Englanr 
In Portugal, for example, we had Indian com servi 
out as forage, which our horses would not taste, ar 
which we could not get them to taste till we tried t 
experiment of soaking : moreover, we had to seek tb 
Mter where we could find it, to cvjfc ^Oit \JaftTSL ^ 
aas^ and train thorn to sleej -picYclefti^^^.m^^ 
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air. Tinder wluch not a few broke down; and to bestow 
upon them in general a nnicb larger portion of our care 
than we had ever been taught, in the process of homo 
duty, to consider requisite. In hke manner, it was 
new to us to go on picket, and to sit on horses as 
fidettes, for two hours on a stretch. It was eqijally 
new to our horses to have their saddles and housings 
fastened on for twenty-four hours together, and to 
receiye their food with the bits hanging at their chests, 
and everything prepared for action at a moment's 
notice. Ido not mean to say, that where men's feelings 
or imaginations are interested, all this is not very 
delightful ; on the contrary, there springs up between 
the rider and his horse a companionsiiip, to which there 
is no parallel in any one of the many varied connexions 
which human life in its progress enables us to form ; 
and such companionship is ^ways pleasant, whether 
the cord binds us to a brute, or to our fellow-man. But 
some imagination is requisite in order to carry us into 
tlus train of feeling; and hence you invariably find, 
that in the light cavalry, at least, your imagmative 
people make the best soldiers. Moreover, as the light 
cavalry are always employed, wherever the nature of 
the country will allow, at outposts, both men and horses 
are forcedf to acquire habits of vigilance, such as, to be 
rightly understood, must have been both witnessed and 
experienced. The cavalry soldier sleeps, like his 
charger, with one eye and one ear always open. Both 
must be quick to perceive the first flash of a carbine, or 
the first olast of the trumpet; and both must be in a 
condition to take their places in the ranks, within a 
minute or two after the alarm is given. 

Then again, patrolling, which is an especial duty, 
puts the metal both of men and horses to the test, 
xou must move forward as if you had a hundred eyes: 
you must be cool and collectea, and prepared for every 
conceivable adventure. Neither hedges nor ditches 
must offer insuperable obstacles to your progress, 
whether you be required to take ground to the front 
or rear; and you must be quite as ready and as willing 
to gallop off, when to convey intelligence is your busi- 
ness, as to fight with carbine or sword, where you are 
desired to delxy an enemy's progress. In. a voxd, both 
the light dragoon and his horse are caHled u^ona., ^ ^owa. 
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as they take their station in the front of an army, to 
acquire, as if by intuition, new ideas on every subiect; 
for, except in the formation of column or line, and the 
art of breaking up into order of march, and closing 
into squadrons again, the home drill — at least in 1809 
and 1810 — ^had not taught us much of our real duty. 

The light horseman who lays himself out to become 
a useful member of his profession, is sure to succeed. 
He will first of all devote himself to his horse; and 
then his horse, as if grateful for the kindness shown, 
will do for him in return innumerable services. Thus, 
during a night march, when the dragoon, overcome by 
fatigue, drops asleep, the faithful animal will slacken his 
pace, or sway from side to side, in order to prevent his 
master from faUinff . In like manner, if they be passing 
in the dark through broken and dangerous ground, the 
horse will often refuse to obey eimer spur or rein; 
his superior instinct directing him to avoid the perils 
into which the ignorance or over-anxiety of his master 
was about to hurry them. Moreover, tne horse knows 
his master's voice; it eats out of his palm, lowers its 
head for the well-known caress, and hcks his hand like 
a dog in acknowledgment. And when it comes to this^ 
let not the light dragoon be afraid to trust his charger 
in everything. If they be the attacking party, his 
horse will carry him bravely on ; if it be necessary to 
fly, Uiere is no fence which he wiU refuse, or wmch, 
unless it actually exceed his physical powers to sur- 
moxmt, he will not by some means either overleap or 
scramble through. 

I was always fond of a good horse; and no sooner 
became aware of the necessity for exertion that was 
imposed upon me, than I gave up my undivided care 
and attention to the noble animal which I rode. He 
was young, but full of spirit; and though like the rest 
he soon fell away in flesh, I had the happiness to see, 
from the condition of his coat, and the spirit and 
alacrity which on all occasions characterized nim, that 
his health was excellent; there was plenty of muscle 
and bone in him, with a fair portion of blood, so that 
Bet us to what work they would, I always got weH 
through it. It was not bo witla-Ttvaax^ oi\£k^ ^^"GjctTAK^^N 
not a few of whom seemed to Te^«i^ ^«vx Vc^t^rs^ ^ 
incamhranceB, always except at^<^ TDLWSL«vi^>^V<£«i.*« 



88 THE LIGHT DfiAGOOK. 

value of the horse was most felt, and when, of course, 
theirs, in nine cases out of ten, failed them. Let m& 
not, however, be understood as applying this reproof to 
a majority, nor, indeed, to any large number of the men 
of the 11th ; on the contrary, it was only amon^ the 
drunkards, and other bad characters, that this mdif- 
ference to the animal, on whose efficiency their own de- 
pended, displayed itself; and such men^ place them in 
what situation you might, would have been sure to dis- 
grace themselves. Stul I think that there were few who 
took so much pains with their horses as I did ; and 
that I lost notlmxg by the superior knowledge in groom- 
ing which this foncmess for my own beast gave me, 
wSl be abundantly shown, as the reader goes on wiUi 
mynarrative. 

we had occupied our encampment some time, taking 
our turns in outpost duhr, and occasionally skirmishing 
with the enemy, when there arrived at our lines one 
day a body of persons, whose uncouth appearance, and 
strangely anomalous equipment, excited m us to the fall 
as much of wonder as admiration. They were guerillas, 
or armed peasants, whom the French not unaptly de- 
acribe as bngauds; of whom some had once been re- 
gular soldiers belonging to the broken armies of Spain, 
while others were petty farmers, or the sons of farmers, 
chiefly ivam the mountains of Estremadura. Of the 
composition of these corps, enough has been said in 
other quarters to convey to the mmds of my country- 
men in general a tolerably accurate acquaintance with 
the subject. Created partly by the war, partly by the 
smugghng habits of the people, the guerillas did here 
and there excellent service, oj attacking convovs, ha- 
rassing columns in their march, and cuttmg off detach- 
ments which were either numerically weak, or separated 
themselves too much &om the corps on which they de- 
pended. As was to be expected, I found, on becoming 
more familiar with the Spaniards, that there wa^ no 
end to the tales of daring and of cruelty of which one 
or two of the guerilla chiefs had been the hero. More- 
crer, it must not be supposed that when I speak of the 
guepUa, chiefs, I allude only to evLck Tdeu es Mina, Don 
Julian de Sanchez, or such. like. "Eiverj Xo^im ^sA-r^- 
iflS^e in Spain had its regulai c\iieilakL, '^Vo'a^ ex^'S^ 
^6« youthB and maidf'TXB loved to xetovxix^.-, ^sA^ii<i/\a 



THE LIGHT DBAQOOK. 39 

tlie eyes of his admiring neigHbours, was of infinitely 
more use in clearing the Peninsula of its invaders than 
Lord Wellinji^n and all his generals put together. 
Neither was it an unusual thing to find a priest at the 
head of his own band, of whom, by-the-by, it is as- 
serted, that if they were the most courageous — of whidi 
there seems to be little doubt — they were likewise the 
most merciless of all who waged war, not as soldiers, 
but as robbers. I heard it said, that about Iran, and 
other frontier towns, the inhabitants used to keep a re- 
gular account of the strength of the different French 
corps as they entered Spain, as well as of the conyoys 
of sick and wounded, which were told off to quit it ; 
and that on the information derived from this source, 
the guerillas were accustomed to act in almost all the 
most successful of the enterprizes which gave a cha- 
racter of its own to the late Spanish war. 

Our Mends the guerillas did not long abide among 
us, whose method of waging war accorded very little 
eil^er with their habits or their wishes. They sought 
for plunder, and liked it the better when they won it at 
the cost of a great many lives to the enemy. We faced 
the !French squadrons fairly in the field, and never 
dreamed of molesting them, imless some important 
operation should be in progress. It came out, how- 
ever, in due course of time, that the French were not 
yet disposed to act on so lofty a principle : and, indeed, 
though we were the sufferers, I cannot find in my heart 
seriously to blame them. The circumstances of tne case 
were these : — 

While we lay in the vicinity of Elvas, the enemy be- 
gan to show in and around JBadajos a large force, of 
which a considerable portion were horsemen. It was 
our business to watch them ; and as the 11th, with a 
detachment from the 3rd German Hussars, constituted 
the entire amount of cavalry then on the spot, our vigi- 
lance, as well as hardihooa, was more than once put 
sharply to the trial For the most part we came pretty- 
well out of these affairs ; but, in the end, the troop of 
which I was a member siiffered all but annihilation. It 
happened that, when we were on picket, a trooper be- 
longing to the Germans deserted to the enemy ; and 
carrying with him. accuiate mioTm^'5kTiT^^^Gw<b\i?^^\» 
our position and our stten^, eaaX^^b^ '^^-va.^^^rJ^ 
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liazard, to arrange a plan for cutting us off. They 
inarched, after nightfall, with the greater part of their 
cavaliy, — threw a strong body into a wood on our ex- 
treme right, — and, keeping it there concealed, made 
their appearance at dawn in our front, with a force 
greatly superior indeed to ours in point of numbers, yet 
nowise so formidable as to justify us in our own eyes 
were we to flee before them. Accordingjly, a smart 

. skirmish began, which lasted without intermission three 
hours, and 9ie excitement of which hindered us from 
paying any particular attention to what was going on 
all the while in our rear. At last, however, some of us 
chancing to look back, beheld a formidable line drawn 

. out, in such order as to bar our way completely, were 
we to think of retreating upon the regiment ; — ^for the 

■left of the line rested upon a river, and the right leaned 
upon the wood from wnich the whole had, during the 
progress of our affair, emerged. It is marvellous how 
slow men gene rally are to perceive that they have got 
into a scrape. We never wr a moment supposed that 
these were Frenchmen; we took it for granted that 
they were Portuguese, brought up, we did not care to 
inquire from what qua^r, but placed where they were, 
manifestly for our support. On, therefore, we went 
with our amusement, till the enemy in our front sud- 
denly called in their skirmishers, and with four squa- 
drons advanced to charge. We were quite incapable of 
making head against such disparity of numbers : so we 
gave ground, section after section, turning to check the 
advanua, and still keeping up a warm skirmishing flre 
as opportunity offered. " Eetire upon the Portuguese, 
men, exclaimed the captain; "when they perceive 
that we are overpowered, they will advance ; and then, 
ho ! for another push at these rascals." 

We did retire upon what we believed to be Portu- 
' gaese ; neither did we discover our mistake till some- 
uiing less than a hundred yards of ground divided us r 
and then what was to be done P The odds were out of 
all calculation; yet we were nowise disposed to be 
taken ; so, at the captain's orders, we closed our flies, 
smd rode right at tnem. JS'ever were men so entirely 

confounded, li was clear that tkey cx?gec^d Tiothinc 

of the sort ; for ihej sat still, looking -a^ "m. \\xe ^wi^ , \k^ 

never made a movement to meet xia. Tl^Vie coiaa^c^vieviQ.^ 
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was, that coining upon them at speed, with all the 
weight and activity of our more powerfiil horses, we 
literally knocked them down like nine pins. Over they 
went, the horse and rider roUing on the ground ; while 
we, cutting and slashing as we rode, broke through. 
But, alas ! for us, there was a second line behind ike 
first, which behaved differently . We in our turn were 
charged, and the battle became, in a few seconds, a 
mere affair of swords, where there was no room to move 
either to the front or the rear. The result could not 
be doubtful for five minutes. Outnumbered and 
hemmed in, we were almost to a man cut off. Eight 
were killed on the spot, twenty were wounded, and 
sixty-three good soldiers, on the whole, lost to the 
service. The only man, indeed, who escaped to tell the 
tale, was one of our officers, who, being particularly well 
mounted, made a dash at the enemy s line, and laying 
about him, opened a way for himself though not till he 
had received a severe wound in the shouli&r. 

In the course of that mSlde, many feats of gaJlantrr 
were performed ; indeed, the enemy's loss in killed and 
wounded was far greater than ours, inasmuch as not 
fewer than fifty, belonging to the latter class, were 
brooffht to the hospital of which we became inmates* 
But mere was one man in particular, who died so nobly 
that I feel myself bound, as an act of justice to his 
memory, to speak of him. His name was Wilson. In 
temper and disposition, he was the quietest and most 
inoffensive creature in the troop ; who never had a 
cross word with any one, nor ever, as far as I could 
perceive, was put even slightly out of his way. Nothing 
could induce Wilson to lose his temper — nothing put 
him into a hurry ; whatever he did was done as if the 
doer were a piece of clock-work, and the matter to be 
arranged something which could not possibly miscarry. 
Wilson was, besides, remarkablysober : he never drank 
even his allowance to an end. *but, if ho did not drink, 
he ate with a voracity which I have seldom seen 
equalled. Bread was his favourite food; and before 
his single pair of jaws whole loaves would disappear, as 
often as he succeeded in laying hand upon them. But 
Wilson's career, both of'^ fiektme ^csiii e^Xxsi^, "'w^a^ 
destined this day to end ; and \e ie\\. Wixja *. — 
I saw him engaged hand to laaad m\^ ^^x^TL^^cwr 
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goon ; I saw him — ^for I was by tliis time disabled by » 
severe wound, and stretched at length beside others of 
my suffering comrades — give and receive more than one 
pass, with equal skiU and courage. Just then, a French 
officer, stooping over the body of one of his wounded 
countrymen, who dropped at the instant on his horse's 
neck, delivered a thrust at pOor Harry Wilson's bo dy— 
and delivered it eflfectually. I firmly believe that Wil- 
son died on the instant : yet, though he felt ti^e sword 
in its progress, he, with characteristic self-command, 
kept his eye still on the enemy in his front ; and, rais- 
ing himself in his stirrups, let fall upon the Fr^di- 
man's helmet such a blow, that brass and skull parted | 
before it, and the man's head was cloven asunder to the 
chin. It was the most tremendous blow I ever saw 
struck ; and both he who gave, and his opponent who 
received it, dropped dead together. The brass helmet 
was afterwards escaminedby order of the French officer, 
who, as well as myself, was astonished at the exploit; 
and the cut was found to be as clean as if the sword had 
gone through a turnip, not so much as a dent being 1^ 
on either side of it. 

The fighting was now over, and there began a scene, 
of which I cannot think without blushing for the chivalry 
of our adversaries. Not content with taking our horses 
and arms, or even the purses and watches of such as 
possessed them, they proceeded to strip us of our 
jackets, boots, and even of our overalls; apparently bent, 
as it seemed to me, on leaving us nothing whereby we 
might be distinguished as British soldiers. I do not 
know how far the system might have been carried, had 
not our captain, who spoke French fluently, remon- 
strated with the officer in command; upon which an 
order was given to put a stop to the plunder; and to 
most of us our jackets, at least, were restored. But of 
watches, money, and boots, no account was taken; and 
we were marched oflT, some of us in a very sorry plight^ 
to the rear. 

The wotmds inflicted in this trifling affair were all 

very ghastly. Being inflicted entirely with the sword, 

ana iaUin^, at least among the French, chiefly upon the 

liead and face, the appearance preaen^ft^Xsy \j\ifc4ft m.an- ^ 

i^led wretchea was hideous; neit\ieit 'wet©'sve,V>[isyQj^^^ 

suzDost every instance pierced. tibcQna^, oTie'Sfi\32i}j.\s\ss» 
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presentable. It is worthy of remark, tliat the French 
caraby, in nine cases out of ten, make use of the point, 
whereas we strike with the edge, which is, in my humble 
opinion, far more effective. But, however this may be, 
(^ one fact I am quite sure, that as far as appearances 
can be said to operate in renderingmen timid, or ike 
reverse, the wounded among the JPrench were much 
3iiore revolting than the woxmded among ourselves. It 
is but candid to add, that the proportion of severely 
"Wounded was pretty equal on both sides; indeed, I sus- 
pect that there was a greater number of our people 
than of the enemy, whom it was found necessary to 
transport to the nospital by slinging them over the 
backs of horses. 

I was somewhat surprised at the moment, and I con- 
fess that the feeling has scarce left me yet, that the 
French should have been permitted to carry off a 
whole troop of dragoons, in the face of a corps, with 
infantry and cavalry at least strong enough to inter- 
rupt them in the operation. I dare say, however, that 
the reasons which dictated so much supineness to the 
lookers-on were adequate, — at least, I am bound to sup- 
pose so; but, be this as it may, we were, after the 
£EU(hion which I have just described, carried off under 
the noses of our reserves; the whole of which had 
tamed out, and now stood qiiietly to observe the issue. 
We did not go, however, without misfortone having 
wrought its accustomed changes in the moral positions 
of those who partook in it. When I was lying wounded, 
for example, near the spot where the captam stood, (a 
lu<^ accident for me, by the way, inasmuch as it saved 
me firom undergoing the same process of plunder with 
the rest,) I saw not far from me my old enemy, Ser- 
jeant Waldron, covered with his own blood, and so dis- 
figured that, till he spoke, I could not recognise him. 
He knew me, however, and calling me by name, be- 
sought me to lift him up. I plead guilty to the crime 
of naving allowed the remembrance of ancient wrongs 
to come across me even then; and, in the height of my 
indignation, I answered him with an oath, and told him 
tiiat I would have nothing to say to him. But my 
better feeling gained the mastery immediately after* 
wards; and I was in the a.ct oi TXio^m^ \«^«x\^\sssb-» 
when a number of the enemy igivxj^e^mXi^V^^^^^^ 
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and I was Hndered from fulfilllDg my intention, 
recovered from his wounds, and died the following ; 
at Brian^on, in France. My friend, the corporal, 
who reported me on the march, fell in this skim 
He was endeavonring to force his way through 
interval between two^ French squadroni, when on 
the enemy's officers, perceiving his intention, thru 
him with his sword, which entering under one ear, 
coming out at the other, killed him on the spot. 

Finally, it may not be out of place to record, tha 
lieutenant, who, to say the least of it, showed m 
great kindness, lost nis arm. Thus, the only 1 
men in the corps who I found austere, suffered m 
afl&ir, from which, with the exception of a severe w 
in my sword-arm, I escaped xmhurt. 



CHAPTEE V. 
A March, long bat not agreeable. 

OuB destination was Badajos, into which we ha 
sooner entered than we were all interrogated respe 
our names, ages, and length of service; and the ane 
which we gave being entered in a sort of register-1 
we were foriliwith dismissed to our respective defi 
tions. The wounded had an option between the 
pital and the prison; and, strange to say, many 
lerred the latter, partly, I suspect, because thej 
no great faith in either the skill or the tendemc 
French attendants, partly because they preferre( 
society and companionship of their countryme 
that of foreigners. I was among the number of 1 
who foolishly preferred the prison; and great and 
ing reasons I had to repent of it; for in the hospiti 
should have had at least regular dressing for our h 
whereas in prison we could only apply to each ot 
wounds portions of chewed tobacco. To me the o 
quence was, that my wound healed too fast upor 
surface, and skinning over <Bre a cure had been eff( 
st the bottom, it soon suppurated, aDLd\iToke out a 
J^ need not aaauTe those t^wlo-om «;uc\3l «vj\i\^<i> 
^miliar, that a wound whicii bxesikB o\3A. bSX:^^ 

\ 
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l^een once ostensibly cured, is always a thousand times 
lUope troublesome than at the beginning. For a full 
month after mine took this turn, I despaired of saving 
the arm; and I am indebted for it at this moment chiefly, 
I believe, to a good constitution, into the vigour of 
which no excesses of any kind had made an inroad. 

During our stay at Badajos we suffered a good deal, 
by reason, not omy of the mdiflerent nature, but of the • 
Scanty allowance, of the provisions issued out to us. 
Each man received, per diem, four ounces of bad goat's 
flesh, with six ounces of black bread; but neither wine 
nor vegetables were served out; and as to salt, we never 
knew that such an article had existence. I believe, 
However, that in point of feeding we were not by many 
degrees worse treated than the French themselves, who 
could derive no suppHes at all from the surrounding 
country, and into whose magazines time had already 
made grievous inroads. Indeed, it was melancholy to 
see the whole face of the surroimding country in flames; 
for the Spaniards, aware that they would not be able to 
reap the com for themselves, set it on Are as soon as 
it approached to ripeness, in order that the enemy might 
not be benefited by it. 

Our soioum in Badajos was brief— only four days; 
at the teimination of which we set out, on foot, i^ 
Merida.' We suffered, as may be imagined, terribly 
during that march; for, besides that several of us were 
wounded, cavalry soldiers are but little accustomed to 
pedestrian excursions, and the heat was quite over- 
whelming. Our lieutenant, indeed, (for there was no 
distinction made in the treatment of officers from that 
awarded to privates,) became at last so weak that he 
fainted. Still, there was neither time given to rest, nor 
horse, nor mule, nor vehicle of any kmd furnished for 
his conveyance. The French guard brought him to by 
shaking; and he was forced, at the bayonet's point, to 
strugg& on — ^the captain supporting him as well as he 
coulo, till we reached a haltmg-place. 

It was a miserable, ruinea village, without inhabi-. 
tants, or provisions, or accommoda.tion of any kind; 
and into one of the dilapidated huts we were uncere- 
moniously thrust. We were all famishing; for no 
food had been issued ere we qvii\Xfe^ "^^^Y^^, «»^ 
nothing of the sort was to b© TttaA.\i«t^\ ^^'C^^'^'aa^ 
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endeayoured to provide against tlie extremitj, too, by 
gathering vetches on the road side as we passed along. 
JN^either were the means of dressing them wantbfe 
inasmuch as I had exchanged my boots with a Ere^ 
soldier for a cooking kettle and a pair of shoes ; and 
the vetches being diflv boiled, we endeavoured to make 
a meal upon them, but none of us could eat them: 
they were so bitter that our gorges rose, and we threw 
them away in despair* 

The next morning, by break of day, the drum called 

us &om our lairs; and a morsel of black bread having 

been handed to each, we fell in, and the march began. 

It was neither so long nor so fatiguing as that of 

yesterday; and it ended at a solitary shed, — a sort of 

lon^ room, in which the farmer, whose house stood a 

litt^ way off, seemed to have been accustomed to store 

his oil, for there were a good many large jars la one 

corner, all of them empty. Into two of these a couple 

of our men crept during the night, so deyerly, thaA the 

&ct of their having done so was unknown even between 

themselves ; and as we did not discover their absence 

till we had performed a good portion of a day's journey, 

they were fortunate enough to make ffood tneir escape* 

The third day brought us to Merida, which we 

entered by crossing a long bridge, built, I believe, by 

the Eomans, and still used in the common traffic of 

the town. We were halted m the market-place, where 

crowds, both of the inhabitants and of French soldiers, 

immediately surrounded us* The former expressed 

great commiseration for our fate; the latter gloried in 

our capture, and were not backward in 8d.uting us 

with such epithets as marked a feeling for us boSi of 

hatred and contempt. But they did us no serious 

injury: and as we were permitted to halt here a day, 

our jaded limbs gathered a good deal of refreshment 

from the indulgence. On, however, we went at last, 

towards Madrid, changing our escort every third or 

fourth day, and leaving behind us one or more of our 

comrades at almost every hospital which we reached. 

Among others, a Portuguese major had on one occa- 

sion t& charge of us, — a deserter, as I need scarcely 

Bdd, ^om the ranks of his own. ana.^*, «3dA \S,\si*ome 

respects, he appeared incVmed to mo^ ■vjLaVvDAivsja.'^^xBk 

others he cost us a "pro^dgioMB de«i)L oi -siscDL^oftsaswc^ 
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trouble. Moreover, his was the only command wHoh 
gare birth, to anything like an adventure. It was this: 

We were not far from Truxillo, when groups of 
strange-looking men, that kept hovering about our 
ftanJLB and in our front, caused an alarm. They were 
all mounted; but either because they considered our 
^tORYOj too strong to be attacked, or that they wished 
to draw us deeper into a wild and uninhabited country, 
they held, for a time, so far aloof, that none of ub 
oould auite determine what their occupation might be. 
We — mat is, we English prisoners — ^beHeved, because 
we hoped^ that they were guenllas; whereas the major, 
though manifestly ill at ease, scouted the idea, but 
he was not destined to remain very long under a mis- 
taken impression. The numbers of the stragglers in- 
creased: they halted on the road before us, and, 
spreading off to the right and left, bore down in a sort 
CTirregailBKrline. 

The ma|or no sooner saw this, than he detached a 
portion of his mounted force to oppose them. The 
cavalien soon met, and forthwith a nre of carbines and 
pistols left us no room to doubt that a bodv of ma- 
rauders were around us, and that our fate aepended 
entirefy on the courage with which they might push 
the enterprise. A council of war was promptly lield 
among the English; and we agreed that, as soon as 
the a&ir shoula grow warm and close, we would rush 
iipon the dismounted guard, which observed us, seize 
tbcdr arms, and give assistance to the guerillas . I do not 
know how far our intentions might have been divined 
by the major, for he appeared all this time in a state of 
the most pitiable alann; yet he gave his orders with 
perfect propriety; and when in our rear a fire was 
likewise opened, he detached people in that direction 
also to sustain the guard. Then began a scene of 
awM eonfrision. We were a large convoy: there 
mi^ht be perhaps sixty laden mules, besides cars of 
various descriptions Med with goods; while our escort 
con&isted of at least three hundred men, of whom 
upwards of one hundred were cavalry. But corps of 
even three hundred Frenchmen entertained the gr^test 
dread of tiie guerillas, and the muleteers and attendu^ 
wcnot vearrfar beyond them in the ciSDa\A\iou. oi M^csct 
tuTor* la a mamentp the latter laegaa to ev^>c> ^^^^ ^^^^ 
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baggage, and to prepare for a more rapid flight on the 
backs of the mmes. The cars, too, were in various 
instanoes emptied, and the bullocks goaded into a trot; 
while the parties both in front and rear gathered 
strength every minute, and the noise of the strife 
waxed vehement. It was then that the major halted, 
and seeing us collect into groups, advanced towards us. 
He used no threats; probably he guessed thai we 
Englishmen were not likely to be swayed by them; 
but he implored us for our own sakes, and for his, to 
lie down upon the ground and keep quiet. We did as 
he desired, by no means relrnquishmg our own pur* 
pose, of which the execution, by the way, seemed 
every moment to become more easy; for the guards, 
like their commander, took £right, and crept in among 
us, as it seemed, for protection. But, alas! for the 
realization of our hopes, the guerillas, as usual, fought 
for booty, not for honour, fiiey appeared, also, to be 
perfectly well acquainted with the nature of the convoy 
—even to the particular waggons which contained the 
treasure; and these having been abandoned, whether 
purposely or not, I cannot say, they gathered round 
them in a crowd, and advanced no further. 

I have no language in which to describe our morti- 
fication, when we saw the Spaniards turn the waggons 
on the road, and drive them to the* rear. The French, 
on the contrary, seemed beside themselves with joyj 
while our commandant did not fail to praise us for our 
good behaviour, and to assure us that we should by no 
means be the losers by it. This was a poor compensa- 
tion to us for the loss of our Hberty. Y et we had not 
advanced half a league, ere we had reason to congratu- 
late ourselves on our prudence, inasmuch as there met 
us there a battalion, which the officer commanding in 
the next town had sent out to meet us. Thus escorted, 
we entered Tmxillo, every window being crowded with 
Leads as we passed beneath; and, being marched to 
the prison, we were there left for a brief space, to 
speculate on the sort of treatment that nught be 
afforded us. 

We had not indulged these anticipations many 
Mninntes, when the Portuguese major paid us a visit, to 
renew his expressions of sat^actLoii &\> oixxs \>^![^K^<2ras 
^Aumg the attack of tlie guexiiSi^aA, «3i*3^ V> -^t^xc^^T^ 
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the indulgence of a day's rest as our reward. He as- 
sured us, likewise, that care would be taken to supply 
us with an abunc^ce of prorisions : and he was as 
good as his word; &>t, in as short a space of time as was 
necessary to bake the bread, a store of new loaves was 
handed in, with an allowance of fresh meat. But the 
Portuguese major was not the only person who seemed to 
feel for our wants, and to be desirous of relieving them. 
As evening closed, a qi^antity of loaves were thrown in 
at our window by the inhabitants, tUl we soon had 
enough to last us, not for the day alone, but for a 
whole week, supposing the means of transport to have 
been accessible. In like manner two live sheep were 
given to us early on the following morning, which we lost 
no time in slaughtering, with bread more and more abun- 
dant, all the Sft of ^e inhabitants; and a fire being 
lighted, and me carcasses duly cut up, we counted on 
a day of, to us, extreme enjoyment; but in this we 
were disappointed. The maj.6r, either jealous of the 
good will shown to us by the Spaniards ; or, which is 
not improbable, fearing that an attempt might be made 
to rescue us, suddenly revoked his promise of a day's 
halt, and ordered the prisoners to be paraded. It was 
to no puipose that we protested against such a palpable 
Inreach oi an engagement. The major had the power, 
and he chose to exercise it ; so there remained: for us 
only to pack up as much of our meat as we could cany, 
ana to take our accustomed places in the convoy. 

Seven long leagues under a burning sun we accom- 
plished that day; of which the effects were made ap- 
parent in the utter decomposition of our meat. Not 
having any other means of conveying it except sus- 
pended in lumps from sticks, it soon began to spoil; 
and had become, when we halted, so offensive, that we 
were forced to cast it away. Our evening's meal was 
therefore made, as usual, upon bread and water 
Keither was there anybody in the miserable hamlet 
where we slept who possessed the power, whatever his 
inclination might be, to render our fare more nutritious. 
On the morrow, however, after traversing the field on 
which the battle of Talavera had been fought, we en- 
tered Talavera itself; and again experienced, isL ^ ^- 
gree more gratifying than eveT,t\i!e nfeen^^'^ ^aA.V qA^ 
aess of the Spaniards. ¥ar "be it itocv Tiaa Vi ^^^3i« 
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from the excellency of the motives which swayed these 
generous creatures. I do not for a moment doubt, 
that we English, had we come alone, would have been 
dealt by exactly as befel, yet it is proper to observe 
that we did not come alone. From the different towns 
through which we passed, our commandant gathered 
together all the Spanish prisoners that were in confine- 
ment, of which the number, when we reached Sala- 
manca that day, had swelled to 300 at the least. It in 
quite possible, therefore, that the inhabitants, com- 
miserating their countrymen, extended to us, in like 
manner, a share of the feeling, — in which case we were 
much the gainers by the misfortune of our fellow- 
captives. But, however this maybe, soup, bread, wine, 
and fresh hay to lie down upon, were all brought in 
ample quantities to the prison ; and of the three former 
luxuries we partook abxmdantly, and with extreme 
gratefulness. The latter, however, we were not per- 
mitted to enjoy; for again the jealousy of our com- 
mandant stooa in the way; and, just as we had 
stripped and laid ourselves out for a night of sound 
sleep, the horrid drum called us to the muster. It was 
a cruel outrage this upon our exhausted strength. We 
had performed a fair day's journey since morning, and 
were ill able to endure the fatigue of a night march; 
nevertheless, endure it we did. over six leagues of deep 
sand; and then, just as the dawn was beginning to 
break, we halted. Not yet, however, was any per- 
manent rest afforded to us. The last stages between 
Talavera and the capital were, it appeared, peculiarly 
dangerous to convoys like ours : and our commandant 
was directed, in consequence, to steal a march upon the 
Spaniards, of whose intention to deHver us some 
rumour had got abroad. Accordingly, at the expira- 
tion of two hours we were roused from our beds on the 
sand, and commanded to push o]i; nor did we stop, 
even for a moment, till the suburbs of Madrid were 
gained. 

It was the common practice of the French to show 
off their prisoners to the Spaniards, with the greatest 
possible ostentation. For this purpose they used to 
march us by circuitous routes, in order to carry ul 
through the larger towns, and. ei^oja^ooV cwt'^^ enter 
these at an hoiir wlieii tloie ixiaa^ oi ^e \x^'^'^^»^ 
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Bhotdd be abroad. TLis good custom it was not to bo 
supposed that they womd omit in the capital; and 
hence, though we arrived within half a mile of it so 
early as three o'clock, we were kept lying by the way- 
side till six, the season — especially on a Sunoay — when 
high and low, rich and poor, are to be found in the 
public promenades, or seated at the balconies. Mean- 
while, our guards set to work, furbishing up their arms, 
washhig their faces and hands, and otherwise getting 
rid, as far as circumstances would allow, of the stains 
and soils of travel ; and, finally, when the proper mo- 
ment came, we were ordered to take our places. 

I never shall forget, as long as I live, the circum* 
stances which attended our en^ into Madrid. We—* 
that is, the English — ^were in a truly pitiable state. 
Covered with dust and sweat, ragged, unshaven, and 
foot-sore, we made but a sorry appearance, even beside 
the escOTt ; and they, be it observed, were not over- 
nice in their persons. Yet we were surrounded, so 
soon as we passed the gate, by crowds of well-dressed 
people, whose very commiseration — and I believe that 
most of them pitied us sincerely — ^became, by reason of 
the earnestness with which they pressed forward to 
give vent to it, an intolerable burden. For myself, I was 
certainly not in a condition to receive gracerally the sa» 
lutotions of the fair. I had taken offmy overalls on the 
march, and now stood in a pair of flannel drawers,— 
very black, be it observed, and somewhat scanty,— 
witnout shoes or stockings on my lower Hmbs, and 
having the upper part of my person covered by a 
helmet and a military jacket. As to my face and beard, 
these were what weeks of toil had rendered them. 
And. yet I was quite unconscious of the ridiculous 
figure which I must have presented, till an old woman, 
forcing her way through the throng, suddenly caught 
me in her arms, and, weeping aloud, covered me, to 
my extreme horror, with kisses. It was in vain that I 
struggled to shake her ofi*. She held me with so tight 
a grasp, that I began to dream of dying by suffocation: 
nor could all my efforts succeed in forcing the hands 
asunder which she had twined round my neck. Poor 
creature ! I never could make out why me^^ TCiv^^ ^1 
affectioiz were shown to me, — ^whetlier XTeaet!Dj£^<ft^V«t 
0on, or was to her nothing more tliasv a Bttosi^ct Va. ^Q»p 

p2 
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tross, — but tliat she meant well, the terminAtioii of the 
adrenture sufficiently indicated. Having indulged her 
feelings as long as was agreeable to hersatf, she suffeied 
me to go, and, slipping a pisetta into mj hand* diaap- 
peored amid the crowd. 

The proceedings of this old woman cauaed me nata- 
Tally to turn an ejo upon iny own peraon, andl oon&« 
that I never felt so ashamed in all my life ; io/r, of Hbe 
multitudes who flocked round to gaze, a lazge propor- 
tioii were young women, before whom I had EUle an- 
hition to appear in the character of Don Quixote. Wdl 
pleased, therefore, was I, when the ctiffieer, after ft 
quarter of an hour's halt, ^ave the word to moTe on--- 
and more satisfled still, when the building wluok had 
been set apart as our place of confinement appeared x& 
view. It was not very inviting, to be sure, in its ezfte- 
rior, ^et it promised, at least, to hide ns from an in- 
quisitive crowd ; and I therefore entered beneath its 
portal with a lighter step than I had as jet planted 
flince I first turned my oack on the position of the 
British army. 



CHAPTEE VI. 

Ttisoaets,* Fare, and Spanish FUrtstkn. 

Of all the places of confinement into which I ever 
thrust, this at Madrid was the most horrible. It had 
be^i originally a barn or storehouse; it measured 
about twenty feet bv ten; and there waa no other 
opeziing in it except uyG folding-doors by which we were 
admitted, and which at night were secured upon us. 
We found in it several infantry soldiers, belonffiiig 
chiefly to the 3rd Bufls ; and the state in which tiiey 
were may be guessed at when I describe tihie sort of 
]^imiture with which the prison-house was garnished. 
Some trusses of hay there were to lie down upon, not 
only worn, from longusage, into powder, but literally 
alive with vermin. Then, again, as the upper part of 
tiie cell was used for purposes which I need not par- 
tksalarize, ihe stench was horrible, while the squalid 
appearance of our countrymen. to\d «k ta^e oi t^t^ ^jo^ 
Are, and the general absence of Boa^ a3i^^«X«t« '\^\ik 
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respect, again, to our diet, it consisted of the prison 
allowance, namely, a pound and half of bread per day, 
—not made firom wheat, bnt almost entirely from beans^ 
and soaked, if we chose it, in cold water. 

I haye heard a good deal of the harsh treatment 
which French prisoners were accustomed to receive in 
the hulks at Ix>rt8mouth, and in other depots througlt 
Great Britain; but I defy any set of men to sun^ 
greater hardsbips than those wnich were inflicted upon 
us during the whole period of our sojourn in this prison 
of the Spanish capitaL 

Our comrades of the Buffs seemed to haye been long 
enough in confinement to tame down, in some degree, 
their spirits to their fate. They lay down, night after 
nieht, on the living straw, and snowed no disposition to 
Temse us a share of it; but we could not bring ourselvefi 
to follow their example. On the contrary, we swept a 
portion of the floor, next to the entrance, as clean as we 
could make it ; and there, on the hard stones, found 
such rest as they were calculated to affortf. At tiie 
same time, let me do justice to our captors. They did 
Hot prevent us from walking backwards and forwards, 
during the day, on the space in front of our prison, 
round which sentries were planted ; and, slight as the 
indulgence may appear to persons more happuy circumx 
stanced, by us it was very highly esteemed. I verily 
believe, indeed, that but for these promenades, not one- 
half of us would have lived to tell now the enemy used 
to tre at us. 

We had occupied our quarters but a few days, when 
an officer, evidently of high rank, — ^for his cfress was 
lichly embroidered, and a numerous staff attended him, 
•^paid us a visit. I am inclined to suspect that he was 
a person more elevated than he wished us to believe : 
inaeed, I mistake the matter much if I did not see him, 
on a ftiture occasion, enact the part of Majesty itself. 
But, however this may be, he read — whether Joseph or 
noir—a sort of proclamation from a paper, with the pur- 
port of which an interpreter who accompanied nim 
made us acquainted. It was an invitation from the in- 
trusive king to join his service. It set forth that he 
'WOB in want of volunteers, and es^tsva)^^ oIlTDkWCLVsssQas- 
tomed to the duties of Jhe cavalry ; on^VJ ^«^^ ^sa^^scsMsfc 
of liberal treatment, and pronwivivOTi, %t> i^oos^ *ik ''^^^ 
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should cam it, to such as might close with the ofier. 
There was but one feeliug excited amongst us by this 

Erecious document, and we did not scruple to make it 
nown. The reader was greeted with murmurs and 
ffroans of disapprobation. Indeed, I went so £ELr as to 
hiss, a salutation in which I was immediately joined by 
my comrades. One would have thought that an officer, 
even if he felt disappointed by the result, would at least 
have had respect tor the sentiment of honour whidi 
dictated ever so unmannerly a refusal : but it was not 
so with the personage before us. He flew into a violent 
passion ; insisted on being told by whom the hissing 
was begun; and threatened in case we sought to screen 
the cuk)rit, that he would inflict a severe pimishment 
upon the whole. I confess that I was not without 
apprehension, lest some of my fellow-prisoners would 
betray me; and I own that I expected such an issue 
from the infantry, — but I did them injustice, — ^to a man 
they refused to speak. Yet I am sorry to say that, in 
another respect, they were not all so true to their 
own honour. Two men — one belonging to the buffi, 
the other wearing the imiform of the 49th regimenlr-^ 
stepped out as volunteers for King Joseph's service ; 
and, being carried away by the still angry officer, visited 
us no more. 

King Joseph, if indeed it were he, kejjt his promise 
to our hurt. We were shut up in the prison for three 
whole days — a terrible punishment, it must be con- 
fessed, even if our ofience had deserved it. But at the 
expiration of that period his wrath appeared to subside, 
and we found the barn-door thrown open, as it used to 
be. We did not, of course, fail to take advantage of 
the privilege ; yet, except to myself, this little promenade 
was not the source of any adventure : and mine seems» 
at this distance of time, so ridiculous, that I scarcely 
know in what terms to describe it. But describe it I 
wiU. 

To the right of the prison-door was a street, which 
commuinieated with one of the great squares of the city, 
though by what name called, or by what class of per- 
sons mhabited, I never had an opportuinitv to ascertain. 
The street in question was entexeat^oviL:^ «q. ^ekwav, 
over which was a suite of apartments, asi'^L <^o^^ \i««5ka 
** ^ fight of stone steps, wliexe, dvumg; ^e At^ix^^ ^^0^ 
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that I remained in Madrid, I was accustomed to spend 
no mooDBiderable portion of my time. A corporal of 
liie 13th Light Dragoons, being, like myself, a prisoner, 
contracted for me a ^eat liking, and lent me a book* 
which I readfwith avidity, believing all the while that 
its details were authentic. The book was neither move 
nor less than Gil Bias ; and it took the £u(ter hold of 
my imagination, because I made acquaintance with it, 
for the first time, on the spot whiere many of the hero's 
adventures are laid. Wmi Gil Bias in my hand, then, 
I was in the dafly practice of repairing to the flight of 
stone otopg , where I used to sit aown, and in following 
Hie fortunes of an imaginary person, cease for some 
hours to speculate on what might be my own. My 
perseverance in this custom at length attracted the 
notice of the people who dwelt in the apartments above 
the archway, and more than once I could distinguish 
the drapery of a female, who seemed to watch me from 
the casement above. Gentle reader, have some mercy 
upon a youth, whose head was so full of the stories of 
Spanish devotion and Spanish intrigue, that he quite 
forgot to take into account the absolute tmfitness of his 
own bearing to enact, at that moment, the part of a 
cavalier. •! confess, then, that rags, and filth, and 
squalor notwithstanding, I took it mto my wise head 
that some fair creature, dwelling in that elevated 
chamber, had fallen desperately in love with me. How 
I hugged the blessed vision to my soul ! How brilUant 
were the pictures which I drew of her youth, her 
beauty, her extreme gentleness, her lofty spirit, and, 
dearest and sweetest of all, her absolute devotion to 
me ! Gil Bias ! Gil Bias was a commonplace character 
•compared with me. I was on the brink of adventures 
which would throw all his into the shade. Accordingly, 
day after day I repaired to my wonted station, wim a 
heart so ftdl of its own musings, that if ever I was my- 
self in love at all, which is very doubtftd, I was in love 
tiien with a being which my own imagination had 
created. 

Not a syllable did I breathe of my happy state to 
any of my comrades. Even the corporal of the 13th 
remained in ignorance of tide Tes\3i\i^ \^ ^\3M5ss.''to&\^^ 
kad largely contributed ; indeed, tcl^ ^^\^ "^^^ ^k^ ^^^^^ 
come majster of my fair pTizem^'fe^cKN»\SkS^\»s^^^>^^ 
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then to establifih a claim on the gratitade of my country- 
men, by making them all, in some sort, partakers in my 
good fortune. Far away npon the wings of the wind 
my fancy carried me, till I became a Spanish grandee 
. at the least, and the prison-house was emptied of its in« 
habitants. Well, then, day by day, I repaired to my 
station, and each time I saw, flattering behind tiie 
opened casement, the same feminine robe which had 
orimally set my heart in a flame. 

At length a hand and arm, corered by a long blade 
gloTO, were thrust out. They made a sign to me — to 
me I beyond all question ; and when I returned it, by 
rising and bowing my head, the hand was instantly 
withdrawn. '* She is coming," said I to myself; " lie 
still, silly heart— prithee, beat not so. She is conm^fy 
and I snail require all my energies to carry me well 
through the interriew." She was coming, sure enough ; 
for scarcely had I resumed my seat when a door opened 
close behind me, and I heard a shrill cracked Toioe ex- 
claim, " Signer IngleBe." I turned roimd instantly— 
but conceive my h<»Tor. There stood at the doorway a 
little old woman, as ugly as it is possible for woman to 
be, who held in her hiuid a bundle of cigars, and oflered 
them, with a few copper coins, for my acceptance. 
Down, down, in an instant, fell the fauy fabric which 
for liyelong days I had been building. 

It was no enamoured secknrita mat had so often 
watched me. I had excited no tender passion in any 
bosom, young or old; but was a mere object of charily 
to one of the most odious looking hags that ever wore 
soiled cap oyer unkempt lodes. I £clare that I was 
80 completely taken aback by the revelation, that I 
could not so much as obey the old woman's signal, far 
less thank her. However, grandmamma was a ^ood 
qM lady, and would not be refused. She kept bec^dng 
and becking, till at last I moved towards her, whei% 
thrusting &e cigars and coppers simultaneously into 
my fist, she muttered something, to which I could make 
no reply, and most unceremomously shut the door in 
my face. 

^ It would be idle in me to attempt a delineation of the 
J.-oiin^s which now swayed me. !First, there was a 
orerwuf^ keen mortification, ihen oi \Jaft Tv^o^iiQw, 
it a £2ght oi . 
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equally keen ; and, last of all, a consciousness thai; I 
liad behaved extremely iU to my aged benefactress-^ 
who, albeit she did not bring what I expected, brooght 
the best which she, doubtless, had to offer. I re- 
proached myself severely because I had omitted to 
thank her ; and, passing nrom that to a review of my 
own situation, I oetermmed not again to put myself in 
the way of being mistaken for one who sat to reoeiv* 
alms. But the most severe ordeal c^ all yet remained 
to go through. Somehow or another, I could not keep 
my own counsel, and, telling the whdLe story to my 
troop-comrade, I got heartily laoghed at for my pains. 
To do him justice, however. Jack was very mercifcd ia 
his mirth ; he contented himself with advising me to 
return the book, the study of which had proved' too 
great a trial for my wits, and sharing the cigars wi& 
me, we smoked them out, often pausmg to laugh again 
at the ludicrous issue of my most romantio day-die«m« 
At last the order arrived for the prisoners to be nrai* 
tered, and marched with a convoy which was then about 
to return into France. Well pleased were we when 
this announcement reached us ; for though the term 
" French prison" seemed to insure for us an indefinite 
period of confinement, our sufferings in Madrkl had 
been such as to reconcile us even to that prospect, pro- 
vided it brought not in its train a renewal of the hirdp 
ships that were passed. Our arrangements for the 

Eney, moreover, were very soon made. We had no 
gage to pack, and, as to other matters, with these we 
little concern. Unfortunately for me, however, my 
Mend, the old woman, having, I presume, got scent of 
what was in progress, made me a present of a pair of 
rope-shoes, which I, forsooth, imagined would, when 
stuffed with cotton, prove peculiarly agreeable to a pair 
of stockingless feet. Accordingly, I slung my leather 
affairs over my shoulder, and tymg on the old damsel's 
ropes, placed myself in the line of march, and went <m. 
But I had not proceeded many miles, ere I discovered 
that I had committed a grievous mistake. The cotton 
soon got into lumps — ^the rope wore my skin into blisters; 
and I was forced^ after enduring indescribable agony, 
to throw the old woman's gift aw&y, aaji'KfeQ2ro.\«iTse| 
JcAtbers, I have sometLaies "woudet^^i %\si<afc,'^?^^^^as». 
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tlie old jade, annoyed at the cold reception whicli I gave ^ 
her, did not fall upon this ungenerous method of aveng- 
ing herself. 

Our march through Madrid was a very curious one. 
About 700 Spanish prisoners having been added to ev 
force, the procession covered a piodigioiu extent of 
street ; for multitudes of Frenchmen took advantage of 
the escort which guarded us, and, with their families 
and effects, wended their way home. In addition to 
these, we had a prodigious number of waggons, all laden 
with the plunder of churches, convents, and even of 
private dwellings ; while the armed force which guarded 
the whole could not fall short of 500 men. But these 
were the least remarkable features in the conduct of the 
little drama. No attempt being made to dear A0 
streets, enormous crowds choked tiiem ixp, — whose 
business, almost imdiBgoised, it was to aid their 
c o u n tr y men in escaping. Thus, firom time to time, a 
wave of human beings would break in upon the escort, 
with the efflux of which some half-dozen Spanish pri- 
soners were sure to be carried off; and as these were 
instantly denuded of whatever articles of military cloth- 
mg they might happen to wear, and had ordinary 
peasants* dresses thrown over them, it was imxjossible 
for the guard, bluster as the;^ might, to recognise and 
recapture them. Then, again, holes were here and 
there cut in certain brick walls, alon^ which our route 
lay, and prisoner after prisoner, leapi^ through, dis- 
appeared, and was heard of no more. 1 firmly believe, 
that ere we cleared the capital not less than a third 
part of the Spanish prisoners had escaped ; and I have 
more than once been surprised at myself, that I did not 
attempt, by a similar process, to recover my Hberty. 

Our progress through the town, and for some little 
way after we quitted it, was full of interest ; for we 
might say with perfect truth that it brought us ac- 
Quainted with the entire Spanish nation. There, in 
tiieir carriages, drawn each by eight or ten mules, went 
the proud and indolent hidalgos, their imbecile-looking 
oountenances exhibiting no expression at all, and them- 
selves attracting no marks of respect &om their in- 
feriora. Here walked the Oa&ti\iaxi geTit\!sm»XL, wrapped 
up in las ample cloak, withi aW. tlae &cKvfc^ o^ ^si ^i^sss^ 
R^nwu. dose beside V^irn attod.© m© m\i\fi\ft.etL ^xaci 
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La Mancha, carrying a ^oad in liis hand, and wearing 
a sort of kilt made of nide. He was followed by^a 
group of Andalusians, whose long brown vests, cbeckerid 
with blue and red, and their haSr tied up in long silken 
jGllets, gave to them an air and manner peculiarly their 
own. With prodigious volubility they were conversing, 
while their quick black eyes moved hither and thither, 
as if their speech, rapid as it was, could not keep pace 
with the flow of their ideas. Then again we encountered 
women sitting in the comers of the streets, and dress- 
ing food for these strangers. Long lines of mules, 
bearing burdens on their backs, and bells at their manes, 
which tinkled as they went ; with asses bv the score, 
which one man was leading, while he talked to them 
incessantly, and seemed to be fully understood. And, 
to sum up aU, the ringing of the church bells, the 
strange dialects in which the crowd was speaking, the 
swarthy visages of most, the sonorous utterance of all, 
gave such complete occupation to the senses, that reason 
and imagination both became paraljrzed. We had no 
time at uie moment to compare one idea with another; 
nor was it till long after that the fuU extent of the in- 
formation they communicated became, upon reflection, 
known to myself. 

Before I quit Madrid, and in doing so turn a leaf in 
my personal history, I may, perhaps, be pardoned if I 
place on record here a little piece of intelligence re- 
specting Xing Joseph's habits an^ tastes, which I 
picked up — ^I am sure I have forgotten how — on the 
spot. Probably the reader is aware that the Spanish 
patriots, the more to enlist the prejudices of their coun- 
trymen against him, represented Joseph, both in ilieir 
writings and their speeches, as personally a deformed 
man. He was crooked, they said, and blind of an eye. 
Now Joseph might not care much about a libel on his 
beauty, were his oeauty alone afiected by it j but know- 
ing how much importance his loving«ubjects attached to 
the circumstance, he took every means in his power to 
disabuse them of the fallacy. With this view he used 
to go a great deal into public. He walked the streets 
attended only by the members of his family. He car- 
tied tapers in many processions; and seldom or ever 
saw a person, no matter how li\mi\Ae, loc^xi^^^fiaja*. 
bat he turned round and staxed tlafe m^^mxii^ Wll 
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in tke ^ce. Yet all Ids care ayailed not. The Spaniaidi 
derided tiie notion of his carrying a taper out of 
reverence for a religion which they believed that hd 
had abjured ; and, as to his blindness, they persisted, 
in spite of all that cotdd be urged to the contraij, 
in declaring that it was real. Were the Spaniards sia- 
gular in this respect? I snroect not. There is no 
arguing against prejudice, be the subject proposed f<xt 
diiMSusBion what it may; and the conviction of tfad 
people of Madrid that Joseph was a Cyclops, amounted 
to a prejudice, llien let not these worthy people bo 
held at nought in a country where men's greatest boast 
it is to think for themselves ; and where all have been 
taught by experience the truth of the distich— 

Convince a man ai^ainst his will. 
You'll find him bst a doabter stOL 



CHAPTER VIL 

How Prisoners are sometimes treated on a lEarck. 

The march of a body of prisoners from one place of 
restraint to another cannot be expected to fumisri mudi 
matter for description. Our progress, indeed, was 
marked throughout by a succession of hardships and 
sufferings, even to loot back upon which never fails of 
exciting in me solvations the reverse of comfortable ; 
for I hold it to be one of those popular errors which 
men mistake for truths — ^merely because they are con- 
tinually repeated — that the memory of sorrows past 
brings present ioy. Yet I must not withhold firom my 
reader a few sught sketches, such as may* enable him 
to form some idea of a condition of life, into which it is 
my most earnest hope that he may never, &om personal 
experience, become mitiated. 

I have quite forgotten the name of the place to which 
our first day's march out of Madrid conducted us ; but 
I well remember that the journey, from its commence- 
ment to its termination, was to me prolific of distrau. 
In the first place, the sun shone out with an intensity 
of heat, such as constitutions worn diswn. >idth. hard fm 
ttd long confinement could iSl suste^*, "^tVc^^ >(!&% ^sos^ 
fing in clouds from eachi footstei^ «& \\>^f7^& ^^^xsodM^t 
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got into our tliroats and longs, and well-nigli choked 
us. In the next place, my feet, lacerated bj the rope 
sandals which the old woman had given me, became one 
mass of blisters. It was to little purpose that I re- 
moved the immediate cause of this evil, after the enil 
itself had been fairlj incnrred; I did not enjoy one 
moment's respite &om acute pain throughout the whole 
of that and the succeeding day. I^or was it from this 
cause alone that I suffered. Convoys, such as that of 
which I then found myself a member, were accustomed 
to halt for an hour or two at noon, in order that the 
escort might be refreshed and the prisoners rested ; the 
former by eating their dinners, the latter by deeping 
on the ground. Like my companions in afflictioi^I 
threw myself down so soon as the long-wished for per- 
mission was given, but I could not sleep ; on the con- 
trary, I lay writhing in agony ; and wnen tiie order 
eame to faU in again, I was quite ineapable of obey- 
inffit. 

It happened that just as I was making an abortive 
effort to stand upright, a French officer approached, 
who, noticing the cause of my weakness, and greatly 
commiserating it» desired me to get upon a waggon 
laden with wool which stood near. " It belongs to our 
convoy," said he, " and will carry you to the end of 
this day's journey, at all events. Cret up^ my poor 
fellow, and take your rest." 

I thanked him, and, with the help of my comrade, 
managed to scramble to the top of the bales— but, un- 
ibrtunately, I went not alone. Two or three of the rest, 
seeing how comfortable I had made myself, ascended 
the waggon in like maimer, and lay down, like me, at 
length. But the waggoner had not oeen consulted as to 
the propriety of these arrangements ; and we were 
•oon made to feel that he regarded the matter in a dif- 
ferent point of view from ourselves. We were scarcely 
settled, when he approached the vehicle, with an expres- 
sion of fierce anger in his countenance, and forthwith, 
without having spoken a word, he began to belabour us 
about the heaSs and faces with his whip. My com- 
rades, more active than I, soon leaped down. For me, 
1 suffered in silence, for the height of the bales from the 
fpronnd was considerable, andtne bare thought of juiiro- 
mg upon my bruised feet was tugoiTf . lL^^S^st^^stft\&^*!|ft 
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blows, wliicli continued to fall in showers upon me, wifli 
all the patience which I could muster, till in the end 
they wore me out, and I fainted. I bdieye that in this 
plight I fell from the waggon ; at all events, when I re- 
covered my senses, I found myself lyiujg upon the road, 
and, on limng my head, I haa the satisfaction to per- 
ceive that the convoy was advanced a long way to Ae 
front. What was to be done ? I was even less capable 
of exertion then than I had been ere the halt took 
place. My very comrade, too, had abandoned me, and 
the rear-guard were preparing to quit their ground. 
Now the rear-guard had already shown, on more than 
one occasion, that they were determined not to favour 
the escape of any prisoner who should, under the pre- 
text of mability to proceed, drop behind the column; 
they had shot, without mercy, every straggler whom 
they found it impossible to drive before them. What 
should I do P — struggle on, or lie still, with the cer- 
tainty of death as my reward? I declare that the 
weight of a sti-aw would have turned the scale to either 
side that day; for if ever man felt existence to be a 
burden, I did. Yet there is an instinct of self-preserva- 
tion within, which will not permit us deliberately to 
resign life, so long as the chances of saving it appeal 
to l^ within our reach. I made a desperate e£R>rt to 
rise, and succeeded ; but as to moving on, that I believe 
would have been impossible, had not jProvidence sent a 
means of transport to my relief. 

While I tottered, rather than stood, upon my blis- 
tered feet, a Spanish coach happened to pass; fastened 
beneath the perch of which was a spare pole, projecting 
a foot or two from the rear. A rope, likewise, hung 
from the top of the vehicle, as if it had been suspended 
there for my especial use; this I seized with a desperate 
clutch, just as tne hinder wheel rolled beyond my sta^ 
tion. I was swung to the back of the carriage instantiy; 
and scrambling upon the pole, I made the rope fast 
round my middle, and felt that I was secure. JSTever 
has human breast beaten more gratefrdly than mine 
did at that instant; for the coming up of the carriage 
teemed to me to have been directed by Heaven for the 
preservation of my life. Neither was I indifferent to 
the fate of others ; for observing, "n.o\.\oii% «SX«r««i^, 
that another of our men bad fa\ien., «n^ "N^^a, '^^tssj- 
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self, entirely exhausted, I shouted out to him so soon 
as the carriage approached the spot where he lay, and 
invited ^ith to join me, which, with a desperate effort, 
he did. I made room for him on the pole. By then 
xmlying the rope, and passing it round our middles, 
both were made fast, and we jogged on, tmeasily 
enough, as the judicious reader will belieye, yet very 
thankM for the blessing, such as it was, which a kind 
Providence had thrown in our way. 

We had journeyed thus about three English miles, 
when the same omcer who had advised me to ascend 
the waggon rode up. He instantly recognised me, but 
not only did not require either or us to descend, but 
expressed himself well pleased that I had found a sub- 
stitute for the restinff-place from which the waggoner 
had driven me. Neither did his kindness end there. 
The carriage was his own ; it contained his wife and 
two children, whom he was escorting back into France, 
and who carried with them their own provisions, which 
they were accustomed to cook over-mght, and to eat 
upon the march. He ordered the driver to stop, rode 
up to the coach window, made his lady pour out two 
cups of wine, and brought them, with some slices of 
bread and sausages, to us. We ato and drank with 
grateful hearts, and received from the repast so much 
refreshment, that we found ourselves, when occasion 
required, fully capable of walking; and the occasion 
did present itself somewhat sooner than we could have 
wished, for the coachman, to make up for lost ixmfi, 
drove his horses into a trot, and the end of the pole—* 
an uneasy seat at the best — ^was no longer endurable. 
We were forced to abandon our position. Never- 
theless, we held on by the rope, which dragged us into 
a run, during which blisters and bruises were alike dis- 
regarded; and we arrived in good time at the yard 
within which the rest of the prisoners had been ttaist, 
not, to all appearance, greatly more distressed than the 
strongest of them. 

I asked for no portion of my comrades* rations that 
night. I was too much exhausted even to eat ; but 
throwing myself down upon the ground, with a stone 
for my pillow, I soon fell asleep. At daybreak next 
morning we were roused as usual, and the march be- 
ffan; the guarda pushing "os ioxYroc^ ^^r^ '^^rj \rf 
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regard either to our comfort, or tlieir own repntatioB 
for hmnanity. In mj own case, Iiowerer, it seemed n 
if the endnrance of the preceding day had hardened 
me for all that was to follow : for I felt, to my great 
iurprise, comparatively well, and trudged on — ncS, in- 
deed, at ease, out snifering far less, even from blistered 
feet, than many of those around me. Moreover, I ob- 
serred that the Spaniards, however accustomed Ihey 
might be to the burning suns of their own coimtr^, 
were far less capable of sustaining fatigue theai the 
English. For one of our people tlmt dropped behind, 
a score of these unfortunate wretches were knocked 
up; and he in the Spanish garb who once gave in, 
never found an opjwftunitv to recover. I believe that 
this shocking practice of shooting their exhausted pri- 
soners was resorted to by the French in reprisal of si- 
milar atrocities perpetrated upon their countrymen by 
the Spaniards. The French themselves, at least, so 
accounted for the barbarism ; but, however this maj 
be, I am sure that no good results arose out of it— in- 
asmuch as the mutual antipathies of the two pe<^e 
became only, from day to day, more confirmed. I re- 
gret to be obliged to add, that this day an English pri- 
soner sufiered the same fate— and yet I had Uie best 
reason for believing that his executioner slew him in 
%norance. The facts were these : — 

A soldier of my own regiment, whose clothes had 
molted from his back, contrived, somehow or another, 
to get possession of a Spanish dress, which he wore 
upon the march; and on account of which, as it hap- 
pened to be in excellent repair, he became an object of 
something like envy to his more destitute companions. 
Poor fellow! his constitution was not by nature so 
robust as mine; and he repeatedly declared that, let . 
come what might, it was impossible for h\m to proceed ' 
further. We encouraged him as well as we comd ; we 
took it by turns to lend him our arms: but all would 
not do. At the foot of an enormous mountain, which 
it was necessary to cross, in order to reach the place of 
our destination for the ni^ht, the pleasant town of 
Segovia, he sat down by me way-side, and resigned 
himself to his fate. There was not strength enou^ in 
B8 to carry him. Thence -wet© Tkfi\>ii\R5t \i.Qc«e8, nor 
JDoles, nor ears for the couveYttuce o^ ^^ l<(^«^<ii\ ^^c^ 
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had, therefore, nothing for it but to commit hitin to 
Grod's keeping, and to march on. But God saw that 
this day he had run out the measure of time that was 
allotted to him; and his labours, and his anxietieSy 
and his hopes, and his fears, were all brought to an end. 

It happened that my comrade and I, feeling unusu- 
ally fresh, took it into our heads to diverge from the 
proper line of march ; and making for an elbow of the 
mountain, began to climb, under the expectation that 
we should thus head the column, and find time to rest 
at the summit. We were not deceived in this electa- 
tion ; and yet we were both tempted, by and by, to 
regret that we yielded to the impulse : for, though wo 
reached the mountain's brow, and found a luxurious 
bank of soft herbage to recline upon, the spectacle 
which met our gaze, as we looked down upon the plain 
beneath, was harrowing in the extreme. The rear- 
guard of a convoy, of which prisoners of war form a 
part, marches, be it observed, a long way behind the 
closing files of the column. I believe tlmfc this wide 
interval is interposed between them and^e captives 
for the humane purpose of giving to the feeble among 
the latter as good a chance for recovery as may be; but 
it does not dways succeed. To-day, for example, we 
were horrified by observing — ^far, far away in tne dis- 
tance — one little column of smoke rise after another, 
even when by us no report of musketry could be heard. 
But our feelings were not yet entirely harrowed up, 
for we had fixed our eyes in a great measure upon the 
spot where our poor comrade was sitting, and we were 
resolved to judge, from the fate which should attend 
him, or that which we apprehended might have been 
awarded to others. 

I have no power of language in which to describe 
the breathless anxiety with which we watched the 
gradual approach of the armed party towards the base 
of the mountain. On and on it came, — another and 
another little blue column ascending,— and, by and by, 
faint and feeble, the sharp ringing in the ear, which 
told of a musket or a carbine discharged. Still we 
doubted the reaUty; for, as chance woiild have it, none 
of these things took place anywhere within half-a-mile 
of the spot where our comrade was svWah^. "^^ ^s<BBt 
doubts were not destined to opeTate ioi evet* 1 
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"See, Tom! they are approachmg/' exdanned I, 
grasping my comrade's ann with a oonyulsiye motknu 
*' Look, loot ! there is one of them stepping out from 
the column; and now he approaches nun. See, seel 
lie stoops oyer him, — ^he is going to assist him. Oh! 
jes, — ^tney wiU rise him up. Bxit why does he step 
tackP" 

Let me draw a yeil oyer what followed. We saw 
the musket leyelled — ^we beheld the jflash, — ^and, long 
ere the report reached us, our poor countryman roUea 
backwards to the earth. 

The conyoj reached Segoyia, in a chapel at the out- 
skirts of which we were halted ; and nght glad were 
we to find, when thrust into the interior, that the floor 
was coyered with nice dean straw. We lay dowxi« 
t hynlfiTig Heayen for a luxury to which we nad long 
been strangers; but the time allotted for the enioymeiS 
of it proyed yery brief One of us going to the door, 
oyerheard the sentry talking, to his ^eat surprise, to 
another French solmer in TSiglish. Omr guard, it ap- 
peared, haJNbeen changed ; and we were now under 
Ibe charge of a detachinent &om the Irish brigade, of 
which a scoundrel named Smith was at the he^ He 
was an ofilcer in the service of Kapoleon, — ^a traitor to 
bis country and his legitimate scyereign; and, like all 
such renegades, remarl^ble for his hatred of the people 
whose cause he had abandoned. From what passed 
between the sentry and his Irish comrade in 'Freock 
uniform, we leamea that Captain Smith was determined 
to take time by the forelock, and, regardless of our 
sufferings, to compass not less than seven leagues more 
ere he permitted us to rest for the night. 

Now, we had already traversed six leagues, of which 
a considerable portion lay over mountaios, and the 
seven with whicn we were threatened scarcely dipped 
at all into the plain: our horror majy tiierefore be 
imagined. Nevertheless, no good result attended our 
effort at remonstrance. To the deputation whicb we 
sent to implore his clemency, he repHed in language 
which I do not care to repeat, summing up all wim tbis 
announcement: "I know that there is a icmg joumej 
before you ; but I advise you not to think of cutting it 
jE&or^; for I am a, man of my woxd. Ko 6tragglui|^ 
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jon BoaundrelBl remember, I liaye plentj of ball- 
oartridges." 

It was usdesfl to remonstrate with, one whose nature 
seemed to be cast in so savage a mould ; so we packed 
up our miserable wallets, took our places in the column, 
and at the word of command moTed on. With one ex- 
ception, this proved to be by far the most distressing 
day's march which we accomplished. The road — a 
mere track, which led from one hill top to another— 
soon cut our wounded feet to pieces. Tne rain began 
to fall ; and we, having but our tattered uniforms to 

Spose to it, were wet to the skin in half-an-hour. 
oreoyer, we could not venture, let our necessities be 
what they might, to diverge, even for an instant, from 
the direct line; for Mr. Smith took more than one 
opportunity of repeating his threats ; and we learned 
from the unfortunate wretehes whom he commanded, 
that it would give him positive pleasure to carry them 
into effect. 

I speak of these men as unfortunate wretches, be- 
cause I found, upon inquiry, that they were not all 
naturalized Frenchmen, the remains of Emmett's and 
O'CJonnor's bands, — out of which, as is well known, the 
Irish Brigade had been formed. One, on the contrary, 
I recognised as an old acquaintance, who, after having 
iived as hostler at the Grreyhound in Blandford, had 
enlisted in an English regiment, been taken prisoner, 
and prevailed upon to take service with the eneniy. 
This man assured me that there were several in the 
corps similarly orcumstanced with himself, not one of 
whom had put on the French uniform except with a 
view to escape, so soon as a convenient opportunity 
might occur. But such opportunities the French took 
care not to afiTord. ** We dare not go beyond our can- 
tonments," he added, "without running the risk of 
death upon the spot. For the gendarmes have orders 
to shoot us without trial; and we know, from expe- 
dience, that they are ready to obey them. If there De 
any in your bateh that are tempted to adopt this me- 
thod of oeHvering themselves from immediate suffering 
Warn them from me that no good will come of it. JC 
cannot now return to the conmtion of a prisoner; but^ 
if I could, it would not be bliateteA. ife^^., Tiot ^^\.>mb^ 



68 THE LIGHT I>fii.G<H>V» 

sliips tenfold more severe than those which you suffer, 
that wonld tempt me again to profess myself a traitor. 
Escape if you can, and die in prison if you cannot; hut 
never take service in the French army." 

I trudged on, pondering with painful interest the 
words which my old acquaintance had spoken; till, 
just as twilight began to deepen into night, I found 
to my inexpressible relief, that the journey of seven 
leagues hadTbeen accomplished. Not even then, how- 
ever, did the feroci^ of Mr. Smith cease to display it- 
self. Instead of affording us the shelter of some public 
building, (for we halted in a toym of which I have for- 
gotten the name,) he thrust us into a stable-yard, the 
soil of which was become, in consequence of the rain, a 
heap of mud ; and, without straw or litter of any kind 
to he down upon, without so much as serving out a 
morsel of bread or a draught of water, he told us to 
make the best of a lodging which was a great deal too 
good for such as we. 

Upon the sufferings of that night I shall never cease 
to look back except with unmitigated horror. My bed 
was the soft earth, — ^my canopy the stormy sky; yet I 
slept, — ^though, when I woke, it was in a state so be- 
numbed and cold, that all power to move hand or foot 
was for awhile denied me. 

I do not know how I should have recovered strength 
enough to stir from my lair, had not a comrade, whose 
Qpnstitution seemed more hardy than my own, be- 
fiiended me. This man, perceiving that I was quite 
chilled, ran tx) a sort of sutlery, which was not far dis* 
tant, and, purchasing a glass of brandy, returned with 
it to me. I drank it as a man may be supposed to 
drink water, who comes suddenly, in the middle of an 
Arabian desert, upon a secret sprioj^. I blessed the . 
hand likewise, that supplied the medicine, and rose in 
five minutes greatly mvigorated by it. Yet I made 
but a bad march that day. ^j feet gave way again : 
I was entirely spent : and the first halt which we made, 
on a wild ana desolate moor, I threw myself down upon 
the ground, and well-nigh prayed tliat death would 
come to my release. 

^ I was m this mood, suffeim^ cxfetemft a^aony from my 
■rih|^ when, on lifting up Iny\le&^\^)^<^Q')T!L<;^^> W^^^ 
^^ \ fiypectacle which.— \>© it apoYeii.*m«SLiNKsi<staRk«B^ 
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compimction of heart — served but to aggravate my dis- 
tresses fourfold. Somehow or another I had detached 
myself a good way from my comrades, and, lying near 
a waggon, I saw a man descend from it, spread a table* 
cloth upon the grass, and convey to it a most inviting 
assortment both of eatables and drinkables. To these 
he forthwith addressed himself : and, oh! gentle reader, 
if ever you have known what it was to gaze, yourself 
fasting, upon a feast that had been spread for others, 
then you will have some fellow-feeling for the agonies 
which, throughout the interminable space of perhaps 
two or three minutes, I endured. Both my appetite 
and rny suffering were, moreover, enhanced by the 
sort of half conviction which took possession of me, 
that the happy man on whom mine eyes rested was not 
iPrench, but English ; for all his proceedings were re- 
dolent of the practices of that favoured land where the 
commonest peasant eats wheaten bread to his bacon, 
and never thinks of resting his jaws till his crop be 
thoroughly filled. 

Heaven forgive me ! but, over and over again, I in- 
vited myself to breakfast with the fortunate individual, 
— not once presuming to imagine that, be his nativity 
what it might, he would take the whim into his head 
ofinvitinff me; yet he did. I dare say my gaze was 
abundantly expressive ; but, however this may be, my 
surprise and delight defy the power of language to de- 
scribe them, when all at once I heard him, after stop- 
ping the movement of his jaws for an instant, exclaim, 
"I say, comrade, are you peckish? If so, come and 
znesB with me ; there's lots for both of us." 

I need not say that I waited for no second invitation. 
The influence oi fatigue seemed to pass away under the 
excitement of the prospect thus opened out to me ; and 
I sprang from the earth with the agility of one who 
had spent the night between a pair of clean Holland 
sheets. I don't mink many such breakfasts have been 
eaten, either in Spain or elsewhere, from that day to 
this. I declare that I felt quite ashamed of myself, so 
tremendous was the onslaught which I made upon the 
meat pasty, and the flask of wine wherewith I was in- 
vited to wash it down. 

Having appeased the cravmga oi a, 'sr^-\A<&^«:^'^ 
ate, I entered into convexBatoa. m>^ tk^ 'Wss^x^w^ 
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entertaiiier, wIlo informed me thafc he was a soldier 
the 10th Hussars, that he had been taken prisonc 
and released by a French general, who offered him 
sitaation in his family as groom. This he did not fc 
authorized to refuse ; and he had liyed for some tbi 
with his master in a state of comfort and respectabUit 
which made him well-nigh forget that he was an exi 
from the land of his birth. 

Having told me all this, he went on to say, that ] 
and his master were trayelling under the escort of a 
oonyoy, into Erance ; and that, if I liked it, he woo 
zeserre a place for me on his waggon, and use his be 
endeayours to treat me well throughout the remaind 
of the journey. It is scarcely necessary to add, that 
closed thankfully with his offer. 

Hiding myself under the straw, I escaped the obsc 
Yation of the guard, and was thus pleasantly convey 
as far as Miranda, where the cavalcade halted for t 
night, and where I found an opportunity of being usei 
to my fellow-prisoners, the bare remembrance of whi< 
makes my heart swell, at this day, with triumph. T 
drcumstances were these : 

Under the protection of my Mend Joseph, I not on 
irayelled secure, but was, at the termmation of t] 
stage, treated with marked generosity by one or ti 
French officers who seemed somehow or another to 1 
attached to his master's family. One of them gave i 
a five-firanc piece ; another presented me with a fon 
in^-cap ; a third supplied the place of my dilapidate 
oniform with a gooa jacket and a pair of ti^user 
while Joseph hunself, carrvii^ me to the stahh 
showed me an excellent bed laid down, of which &ei 
straw and two or three horse-cloths constituted tl 
materials. He then conducted me to one or two win 
houses, where we drank, in moderation, with t] 
French soldiers, and found them not onhr agreeab] 
but exceedingly generous, companions. ]ror examp] 
rations were issued out to them that night — an alloi 
ance of bread and meat to each man ; which they d 
not seem to value in the least degree, because, as thi 
said, the Spaniards were bound at every stage to pr 
vide Hbem with better. I asked Joseph whether 
n^ght not he possible to hmder tke waa^iQ oi >(!!DSQr^- 
tte&e rianda away by begging \ih.QXDi aa «i ^p&i \» 
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stsamng EnsHsh prisoners. Joseph instantlj stated 
the case to me French soldiers, and, without a single 
exception, thej acceded to his wishes. The bread and 
meat were given to me. I carried them away to the 
bottom of a garden, lighted a fire, and; with tne addi- 
tion of some pot herbs, made a capital mess. Witii 
this Joseph and I made our way to me m^son, and the 
j<^ and gratitude of its po(»r inmates filled my heart 
with strange feelings and my eyes with tears. I could 
not, however, venture to linger long among them, for I 
knew that, if discovered, I snould be at once brought 
back to the c(mdition of a prisoner. I therefore left 
Joeepik to minister to their wants more in detail ; and, 
after cordially embracing my comrades, retreated te 
the stable. 



CHAPTEE Vm. 
The darkest hour is Beorest tbe dawn. 

Fbom that time till the convoy reached Segovia, I 
naged to share Joseph's waggon by day, and his ex- 
ceflent board and snug qufi^ers at night. By some 
imlucky accident, however, I was detected, just as our 
vehicle was entering the latter place; and the conse- 
quences were, my immediate removal from the influ- 
ence of my friend's kindness, and my return to the 
e(Hnpanionship, in every sense of the expression, of my 
fellow-prisoners. fTot l^t Joseph forsook me: lie 
visited me in our place of confinement at Segovia* 
bringing with him a flask of wine and a large loaf of 
breaa, and took of me an afiectionate farewell — ^his 
master's route and ours diverging at this point, one 
from the other. We did not part, however, till afteae 
we had exchanged assurances that, if Fortune should 
ever bring us t<^ether again, we would without feil re- 
new our mtrmacT. I am happy in being able to record 
that Fortune did thus favour us; and that she was 
dcmbly kind to me, by enabling me, in a distant land* 
to pay back, in some sort, the favours which I received 
from him in this my hour of humiliation and suflering* 

I do not know whence it cftxne afeQra^,\pQ^\Jw6 ^»a;^Ss«. 
we remoTed from, the PortugMea^ feom^iet ^2Dft^fi«»►^Bl■^ 
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the Spaniards, as a people, showed themselves towards 
US. At Segovia, for example, the inhabitants, thoTigh 
they provided their countrymen with good things of 
«very sort, brought httle or nothing to us; and we 
were reduced, in consequence, to subsist as well as we 
could upon our scanty allowance of Yery indifferent 
bread, it was but natural that the consideration of 
this fact should not be without its effect upon us. We 
begafli first to envy and then to dislike our companions 
in exile; and seeing them flush of money, while we om- 
selves were penniless, the idea gradually matured itself, 
** Why should not we, by fair means or by foul, share 
in their abundance?" When men are suffering real 
privations, and there are profusion and waste all around 
them, the moralist may say what he will, but they don't 
readily listen to the voice which would whisper of self- 
denial, and patience, and abstinence. We soon dis- 
covered, for instance, that the Spanish prisoners had 
large sums of money at their command, which they 
squandered continually in gambling, as if it had been 
applicable to no other use man that of keeping alive a 
violent excitement among them. I have often seen ai 
many as forty or even sixty dollars on the ground at a 
time, for which different groups were tossing, and which 
changed hands over and over again, according as the 
guess of this or that speculator proved to be correct 
At first, we were mere spectators of the pastime; but, 
by and by, we began to argue that the money would 
be at least as well applied in the pxirchase of a few 
necessaries for us, as it seemed to be in the encourage- 
Jnent of an idle and profitless spirit of gambling among 
•our allies. Accordingly, having watched till a tolerably 
rich treasure cumbered the surface of the earth, about 
a dozen of us suddenly broke the ring and began to 
help oxirselves, without compunction, to the dollars and 

' other coins that lay scattered around us. The Spaniards, 
of course, raised a clamour, but they attempted nothing 
more; while the French, instead of intorfering in their 
behalf, only laughed at them. The result was, that> 
for several days, we had tobacco to our pipes, and 
onions to eat with our bread, while the gamblers, if not 
cured, were rendered a few deffrees more cautious in 
the exbibitiona which they maae loo^ oi ^Ssaea ^^^^^ 

-AQif their cupidity* 



THB LIGHT BBAQOON. 73 

In tMs manner we proceeded as far as Yalladolid, 
where, numbers falling sick, and many more becoming 
lame through exertion, a halt of three days was per- 
mitted. It sufficed to fill the hospitals with invalios— 
few of whom, I have reason to believe, ever quitted 
them alive. But, however this may be, all who were in 
a fit state to travel, marched on the fourth day, to 
Burgos — whence a moderate stage carried us to Sal- 
lada, overwhehned by the oppressive heat of the wea- 
ther and stifled wim dust. Here an event befel, of 
which, as it gave an entirely novel colouring to the 
whole of my after fate, I feel myself, in some measure, 
required to give a somewhat detailed account. 

When thnist back into the common prison-house, I 
had been deprived, by the escort, of the few articles of 
wearing apparel which Joseph had procured for me, 
and was now, in consequence, more squalid and torn 
than ever. I had no jacket at all — only a waistcoat out 
at the elbows; no smrt, no stockings, no cap: indeed, 
I was altogether as perfect a representation of abject 
poverty as the fancy of the most fanciful could well de- 
scribe. In this condition I entered Sallada, and went 
with my comrades, to the prison yard, into which, by 
and by, came several French and English officers — ^the 
latter, prisoners like ourselves, though, of course, in 
better phght; and as it seemed, much thought of by 
their captors. 

Among others, there drew near a gentleman in the 
tiniform of a regiment of Lancers — a man evidently of 
rank and consequence, whom a considerable personal 
staff attended, and who appeared to have some object 
to gain by his visit. I saw him stop beside a man of 
the 13th; and, by means of an interpreter who bore 
him company, enter with that person into conversation. 
Not knowing why I did so, I listened to what passed 
between them, and found that the foreigner was de- 
sirous of engaging the EngHshman to serve him as 
groom, and that the Englishman, though not personally 
averse to the arrangement, stated a fact which at once 
stood in the way of its completion. He told the inter- 
preter that he was married and had a family; upon 
which that personage, though with great kindness, 
stated that, with a man so c\icvm:i&\)axic,^^> ^'j* ^^^vsoi^ 
was not desirous of entering iivto wa. en^iaj^^asL'eciv.- ^ 
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bad scarcely said bo, when Ids own and his employer's 
eyes falling upon me, both approached, and the inter- 
preter opened with me the same subject. 

I was completely taken by surprise. I assured him 
tiuit I neither could nor would listen to any such propo- 
sition, but was determined to share my comrades' fate, 
be it what it misht, till, by the course of a regular ex- 
diange, we should be enabled to return to our regiment, 
It is not worth while to fatigue the reader's patience 
by describing how both the count and the interpreter 
pressed the point; for the officer of rank provea to be 
the Grerman Count Goltstein, who was at that time at 
the head of the Lanciers de Bourg, in the service of 
Kapoleon. But the results were, in a few words, these. 
I beHeye that I should have stood out against aH his 
proposals, thou^ they were both numerous and libera]^ 
saa not an Enfflish officer, who overheard the dialogue^ 
interfered to set aside my scruples. He assured me 
tiiat, if I was afraid of being compelled to take up arms 
against my own country, I laboured under a yerj 
groundless species of alarm; that the Count Goltstein 
was a man of honour — ^far more attached at heart to tbe 
Snglish than to the French; and who, let happen whafc 
might, would not only not urge, but never permit, my 
passing into the ranks of the eneiOT. Finally, he and 
the interpreter set such tempting oners befoire me, that 
I did not know how to refuse them. I was to be at the 
head of the stables; to have charge especially of an 
English thorough-bred mare; to be well fed, w^ 
elomed, well lo<%ed after, and to receive as wages, at 
pocket-money, call it which you may, one guinea per 
month. Surely I am not to blame for having accepted 
this engagement, when the sole choice submitted to me 
was between its acceptance, and my continuance for 
some indefinite, yet without doubt protracted, space 
of time, a prisoner of war. But, be this as it may, I 
did accept it; and I am bound te add that I never found 
any just cause te repent of the decision. 

A sorrowful scene was that which occurred between 
me and my fellow-captives, when I returned the same 
day to the place of confinement te bid them farewell. 
^^jPe envied, others pitied, "but aSl grieved to lose me; 
"* my own heart bled as 1 Bc\u.eexe^^'ea\MBBa.^s^---'W3i 
whether I should ever \>e ij^etrmSs^*^ \k^ ^ v^ 
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again. Yet I cherished the hope that, in mj-new sitoa- 
tion, oijportunities of servine^ them might occur, firam 
which 1 secretly resolyed iSiat I should never turn 
away; and I thank God that I kept the resolution. 
Meanwhile, however, the count's interpreter, who bore 
me company, was beginning to exhibit symptom! of 
impatience. 

" The count's quarters,*' said he, *' are in a village 
two good leagues distant, and it is absolutely necessazy 
that we should reach them before dark." 

" But how shall we do that, airP" replied I; " I 
have marched six leagues to-day already, and no conr 
gideration on earth would induce me to walk half A 
league farther." 

*' I do not wish you to walk," answered he; and then 
he went on to explain, that if a hone of any kind were 
to be had in the village, he would procure it for me^ 
though the arrangement might not, it appeared, be with- 
out its difficulties, owing to the alarm of the Spaniards 
in this quarter, who invariably abandoned their housea 
on the approach of a French force. The result, hoW' 
ever, was, that he did procure me an animal, — a kmg- 
legged, sharp-boned mule, which he took away from a 
countryman when working it in a plough, and on the 
gharp back of which he mounted me. .ud thus, riding 
between him and his chief, (for the count himselC i 
the head of a troop of his lancers, waited for ns in the 
outskirts of the village,) I made my way to mj Mm 
quarters, not without having an endless ▼snetj oi qiMS* 
turns put to me respecting toe strei^^ sod ^u^Motirja 
of the English army; all of whim I sosvered m 
vaguely and on as magnifif»!frt ascaie m yjKuhjf. hvA 
these arepcants on wliich k is seaveehr w*.fnk wLitfs to 
touch. What ean a prirai^ tMjer kxtfru 'A xi^ tne 
oondition of a force in whxk \^ m% £M9^ ouii r <** if 
he did, how can the qqeriist tn^^A^, xuA i^ wlii tfJSA" 
municate his knovled^ in iu wiKiytjf^^y f 

We readied the r'iS^ -mii^fn *mh Imu'^jst^ ot Bcmr 
were stationed, abovt juIe^ o'«KUv,-ic a^ ti-t ertiiaf = ^^d 
I was immediatelT dirMJUtyQ Vy \e^ ««xi:* » sarues. t 
I was given to uadentejba« *>ejei I thcnud rsi a y 
irho was capable <4vM\»ma^ ▼sL me -^ tut c 

«^ood dealsimck buU4 tt-"^ '^ ^^^ *^^ 
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the stud, and tlie ricliness of the furniture, wMch waa 
scattered somewhat carelessly about the stables. But 
the object which chiefly attracted my attention was a 
pot-bellied, rubicund, and evidently half-sober man, 
who no sooner turned his flsh-like eyes upon me, than 
lie hailed me with the exclamation, " How do you do, 
countryman? You be welcome!" I could perceive, 
from the peculiarity of his accent, that my new ac- 
quaintance was not English; and I very soon heard 
from himself that he was German : that he had served 
in England as a private in Hompeshe*s Dragoons, 
whence, on the dissolution of the corps, he had returned 
home, and passed into the count's service: for the 
count's estates lay round the village of which he was a 
native; and, unless my memory deceive me, he was 
himself the son of one of the count's baurmen. More- 
over, I heard him, with infinite pleasure, launch out in 
praise of our master's generosity and honour; which 
came upon mine ear the more agreeably, that I did not 
listen to it fasting, — for my worthy comorado produced 
his cold tongue and his nagon of wine, both of which 
passed away famously ; till, by and by, a sense of drow- 
siness quite overpowered me, and I besought him to 
point out a place where I might lie down. He was not 
backward in doing this. He called a servant, ordered 
him to make a bed for me in a room adjoining his own, 
and conducting me thither, pointed out a comfortable 

?alliasse, on which I lost no time in throwing myself, 
n less than five minutes I was fast asleep. 
I do not know how long I may have lam in a state of 
tmconsciousness, when the touch of a soft hand applied 
to one of my feet, which was covered with blisters, 
awoke me. There was a light in my room, which, on 
partially opening my eyes, I ascertained to proceed from 
a chamoer-lamp, wmch a venerable-looking nidalgo, with 
hair white as snow, was holding in his hand, for the 
benefit of two young maidens in their labour of Chris^ 
tian charity. These gentle creatures were both em- 
ployed in washing ana dressing the feet and legs of me 
—an entire stranger. One, indeed, they had already 
rendered comfortaljle, by cleansing it thoroughly, and 
swathing it in soft linen, wkWe "L Twaa ^^'te^ *. ^<6 <5^3E^<Kt 
^bfJT were now in the act o£ TnoMyva^-, %sA\fc\A«t ^s^ 
"^-- touch waa, eyen it \)ioVe m ^\!^^ ^1 ^^^'^> ^ 
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lacerated was the member, and by long travel so im* 
pregnated with fragments of gravel and thorns. How 
shm I describe the delicacy and gentleness with which 
these high-born maidens extracted both from my flesh ! 
And they whispered words of conmiiseration and cha- 
rity, which they would not utter aloud, because they 
feared to awaken me. I declare that I could scarcely 
credit my own senses, so entirely did the scene resemble 
the delusion of a dream. But the old gentleman, by 
and by, discovered that I was not asleep ; and then the 
ladies, with natural modesty, stepped back, till he had 
reassured and urged them to their generous task again. 
The results werb, that my bruised and torn limbs were 
thoroughly cleaned, and bandaged with the softest and 
finest Imen ; and that my benefactors pressed upon me 
a cup of chocolate, with some sweet cakes ; after con- 
summg which, I placed my head once more upon the 
pillow. And then — and not till then — the Spaniards 
withdrew. 

I never saw these kind people again. I do not even 
know their names ; nor can I guess at the motive which 
urged them thus to exercise, in my case, feelings of 
benevolence, which were manifestly congenial to their 
nature. But I suspect that they mistook me for a 
prisoner newly taken; and that their sympathies were 
the more powerfully awakened by the idea, that I was 
Buflering all the bitterness attendant on a recent blight 
of my prospects. Be this, however, as it may, I 
heartily olessed them in my prayers that night, — and 
often bless them now, when the remembrance of their 
kindness comes over me. Doubtless, they have had, 
and wiU ^ntinue to have, their reward. 

I felt m> comfortable after the dressing of my legs, 
and slept so soundly, that it was broad daylight when 
I awoke ; which indeed might not have occurred even 
then, had not my German friend, Elruger, called me. 
He had evidently been drinking, and seemed somewhat 
impatient for the lack of my society ; for he desired me 
to get up without any further delay, unless I were 
wilEng to go without my dinner. Now, the very sound 
of the word had been so long strange in my ear, that I 
experienced no desire at all to neglect the opportunity^ 
of improving it; I theie^ote tos.^ ^\,\^\^^^^a^^Bf 
putting OR the fxagnxenta oi «^^«2t^ ^I'^ifsaf**^^^ 
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jet boast tiie possession, I aocomponied him to m 
apartment, in wfiicli the whole of the ooimt'a serviofti 
were assembled. At the end of the table sat his yM 
or steward ; next to him the coachman ; then the oook^ 
—the very beau ideal of his nation, thin and spare, wiA 
aharp features^ and a white linen cap upon nia head; 
and DY and by, as each could find a place, grooou^ 
stable^js, fmd menials of hnmbler degree. To me 
the seat of honour was assigned, on the right hand of 
the valet ; for Ejmger led me there as his friend, and 
no one showed the sughtest inclination to resist or retent 
the intrusion ; and tne consequence was, that tfarough- 
out the progress of the meal, I felt that there were few 
lots in life with which mine oould bo exchanged, except 
at a disadvantage. For m^ fellow-servants vied wim 
one another in heaping civilities upon me, and in 
loading my plate with the most delicate morsels. Tlien, 
again, the wine was both good and abundant ; we had 
our pipes and tobacco, with which to sum up all, and 
we sat conversing by means of signs, for not one word 
of each other's hmguage could we utter, till nearly ten 
o'clock at ni^t. At last, however, the party broke up; 
after which ^ruger, so completely disguised that he 
could no longer articulate, yet sober enough to point 
out a horse which was intended for my ricfing during 
the march of the morrow, rolled himself on his straw, 
and left me to retire to my pleasant palliasse at mj 
leisure. 

When I awoke next morning, I found, somewhat to 
my chagrin, that the march was already begun. The 
count, and all his household, indeed, were gone ; and 
on hurrying to the stable, I ascertained that the last 
of the grooms, after sending off the baggage, were 
about to follow. They had reserved, indeed, for me, 
my own horse ; neither did Kruger appear to have for- 
gotten mc, inasmuch as a great coat and foraging cap 
were laid, so as to attract my notice, in the hall. Bift 
Kruger, like all the rest, seemed to have given me the 
slip, whether because his own duties engrossed him, I 
cannot tell. To say the truth, however, the considera- 
tion of this point occupied very little of my attention* 
Jizamossed my steed — a Spanish Rennet, and not a bad 
O^o; I took a long puU at t\ie BVm oi V\TiCi,"^\!!M3s\.,\r5 
'*!if time moTA than Kalf c^^hnisted. «»\AQdL*YEL«.Qai:n0 
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of Kmger's dormitory ; and, vaulting into the saddle^ 
bc^au mj journey, I knew not whither, in a frame of 
jnind bj many d^ees more joyons than I had expe- 
rienced since the Sav of my capture. 

It was a bright, clear, sunny day, and I enio]^ed iw 
excursion extremely. Of my own corps, — ^ii, mdeed« 
the expression be allowable, when speaJong of the re^ 
ment of Lancers which my master commanded, — ^I MW 
nothing throudiiout the day; but I overtook, soon after 
clearing the yi&age, a c^unm of French infantry, which 
served me in some sort as a guide, though £rom time to 
time rather provokingly. The French, when marching^ 
inll not allow any persons, except officers, to pass the 
heads of their columns ; I was therefore stopped, whea 
Tnaking the attempt to get before the infantry, and had 
nothing for it, except to regulate my pace by thein. 
Yet, I was very happy notwithstanding; and made an 
excellent meid, witnout dismounting, off the half of a 
cold fowl, whidi honest Xruger had stuffed into my 
great-coat pocket. Finally, at the end of about four or 
five honors, 1 reached the outskirts of a large town, on 
the bridge that led to which a Serjeant of me Laneen 
was standuig, who immediately recognisiog my hone» 
made signs to me to follow, while he should lead the 
way to Sie quarter in which the count had established 
himself. I need scarcely add, that I obeyed the signal 
with good will: to what purpose, the reader, if hie 
patience be not exhausted, will learn in the next 
chapter. 



CHAPTEEIX. 
I see more of the world, and fsn iMtter. 

TTiTDEB the guidance of the Serjeant I soon made my 
way to the house in which the count had established 
himself, and found that he and aU his servants were 
fast asleep. Upon this my steps were turned towardi 
the stable; and the appearance of the stud, in point 
both of numbers and breed, excellent, yet exhibiting in 
their dirty coats manifest tokens of neglect, greatly 
surprised me. It was quite evvdeiife ^Ihal liot wi ts 
as s wisp of straw had oeen ttgp\i(d^ V> vki ^ 
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backs since they came in ; while their feet were clogged 
by mud, and their hoofs filled, in the hollows, with 
gravel. This was not at all according to my notions of 
a well-ordered stable; so, making choice of the English 
mare, I led her out into the yard, and stripping to the 
skin — for, in truth, I was not worth a shirt— I set 
about dealing with her according to the most approved 
principles of grooming. 

I was thus employed — ^having carefully washed her 
feet, and, by means of a brush, made her coat smooth 
and sleek — ^when the count, attended by his interpreter} ' 
came out into the yard. He was prodigiously struck - 
with the change of appearance which my care^ groom- 
ing had created in his favourite ; but I thought that he 
looked anxious, too, and I was not long kept in igno- 
rance as to the cause. 

" Is it your custom in England," demanded the in- 
terpreter, " to strip to the skin when you work P Our 
master is fearful lest you should catch cold, ajid begs 
that you will think of yourself." 

I replied to this inquiry, as the real state of the case 
required, by explaining that I stood in nature's garb 
for the most obvious of all reasons, — ^namely, that I 
had not been master of a shirt since the day I was taken 
prisoner. Nothing could exceed the kindness and com- 
miseration of the count when the statement was repeated 
to him. He sent the interpreter into the house for 
three of his own shirts, which he gave to me. He then 
presented me with a louis-d'or, and desired that, so soon 
as I should have completed my job, I would first refresh 
myself from the cook's larder, and then go and make 
such purchases as the state of my wardrobe might 
render necessary. It is scarcely worth while to add. 
that orders so agreeable in themselves were to the 
minutest tittle attended to. I ate a hearty luncheon* 
refreshed myself by bathing in the Douro, put on on© 
of my new shirts, and walked forth a prouder and ft 
happier man than I had been for many a day. The 
next hour saw me in possession of a silk handkerchief 
for my neck, of four of a like texture for my pocket, of 
several pairs of stockings, and a hat ; and, after all, I 
had silver enough left wlnexernXk ^ ^ct^^t "Kiu^er to a 
good bottle of wine. In. a wot^, xo^ ^^JcvxaJcssya. ^^ ^ 
»3*»ae&iit as it 18 posai\Aft ioi tliat oi ttJoj xa»3Q.\«^\i^^^tia 
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feelfl that lie is, after all, but a prisoner at large ; and 
who receiyes at the hands of foreigners and strangers 
those marks of regard, which bring not with them their 
perfect yalue miless they come from our countrymen 
and our £iends. 

It is not worth while to describe how we continued 
our march, £rst to Yalladolid, and afterwards to Sala- 
manca. Pleasant excursions these were to me ; for X 
zode my own horse, without having anj other charge 
committed to me than to lead the English mare, which 
was my master's especial favourite; and, not imfre- 
quently, my master himself rode by my side, and» 
uiraugn the interpreter, conversed with me. Wit^ 
respect to our living, that was of the best ; and we in- 
variably made choice of some beautiful glade or covert; 
in which to eat our noonday meaL Moreover, in Sala- 
manca, I was measured for two entire suits of clothes ; 
to convey which, as well as the rest of my wardrobe, a 
portmanteau was given to me. "No man in my situation 
could, indeed, be more entirely comfortable ; nor was I 
left without evidence that to others I was become the 
object of something like envy. But that is a misfor* 
tune from which, 1 greatly fear, that no successM caa« 
didate for advancement, in any situation of life, is free* 
Take the lead of your feUows, ever so slightly, and they 
may seem for a while to admire, — ^go on, heading them 
more and more, and they soon come to hate. So much 
for human nature. 

^ We remained in Salamanca a considerable space of 
time ; of which I did not fail to take advantage, by 
visiting every object in that celebrated seat of learning 
which was described to me as worth the attention of a 
stranger. Of the general effect of the city, as it is first 
seen at a distance, with its endless spires, towers, and 
domes, I need not say much. The traveller, if he ap- 
proach it while the rays of the settiag sun light up its 
gilded cupolas, finds nimself almost mvoluntarily led 
into the delusion that the home of some oriental prince 
is near at hand ; and though the idea may wear out be- 
fore the lower gate is passed, it is succeeded by others 
scarcely more familiar. For Salamanca, at least when 
I resided in it, resembled no other city which I have 
visited, even in Spain. Its colle&e& "svet^ ^^ssi^xii^^^GM^ 
mtegrity, — its catnedral, pure aiD^graA^^VxiVsJkVlfl 
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tcctnre, uninjured ; and even the dwelling-lioTises, wl 
adjoined to the old Moorish walls, and overlooked, 
their narrow casements, the battlements which i 
rounded them, had a character so peculiarly their o 
that I find myself entirely incapable of describing it 

With respect again to the inhabitants, these str 
me as having even more than the accustomed allowa 
of Spanish mdolence about them. Salamanca can 
have been, at any period, a place of great trade. I 
Oxford and Cambridge among ourselves, it is overhi 
by an atmosphere of academic abstraction; yet 
naturally expect to find, where shops are abundi 
some display of the spirit of barter, and neither in < 
ford nor Cambridge are we disappointed. But in S 
manca the whole world seems asleep. You walk abr 
in the middle of the day, and the streets are emj 
you go forth in the cool of the evening to be met 
hidalgos wrapped up in their cloaks, who, unwas! 
and unshaven, lounge from point to point, as if the 
of moving were a labour all but insupportable. 1 
then, agam, for the women. They may have b 
better than the men ; I verily believe that they wc 
but in the matter of dress, never have Eve's daughi 
BO striven to disfigure themselves. Their long t 
waists contrasted singularly with a degree of raln^ 
both above and below, whicli quite surprised me ; i 
their movements were, in consequence, such as mi 
be expected, altogether ungraceful. I confess that ] 
not retain any pleasant remembrance of a city, wh 
in its architectural arrangements, presents a thousi 
beautiful features, and in which, as far as my own j 
sonal case was concerned, I had every motive for be 
satisfied with my residence. 

In a place thus miserably circumstanced, it will 
surprise the reader to be told, that I met with few 
ventures which made strong demands upon my inter 
One, indeed, if such it deserve to be termed, I may 
permitted to describe ; even though the results wer< 
affect me with no very pleasing ideas of the Spai 
character, as connected with one of the most sole 
acts in which rational creatures can take part. 

I remember one day strolAing \xi\» m^ caiked 

where I was ^eatly struck, "by t\ie ipto^e^^ o^ «.%« 

ceremony, which had only iust \)egvixi. T^i^ cot^^ 
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that of a young woman of some rank, wMcli lay in its 
last robes npon a sort of platform in the middle of the 
chancel, — pale, and with the long black hair gathered 
in braids over the forehead. She was somewhat gor- 
geously arrajred ; had a jewelled ring upon one of her 
fingers — ^possibly^ the gift of a betrothed, — and a golden 
crucifix suspended from her neck, while earrings, also of 
gold, were in her ears, and a brilliant clasped, or seemed 
to clasp, the band unon her brow. I did not get suf« 
ficientiy near to judge of her beauty ; but, as far as a . 
cursory examination will enable me to speak, I should 
say that her features were regular ; and that there was 
a soft, sweet, gentle expression in her sxmken features. 
The corpse, when I entered the church, seemed to 
have been just conyeyed to its temporary resting-place 
— a platform, on which the black bier was laid. It had 
scarce settled down, if I may so express myself, when 
certain vergers approached, and enveloped it, all below 
the waist, in a black velvet pall, while a body of priests 
performed mass at the high altar, and a crowd of Car- 
thusian friars sang a requiem for the dead with great 
effect. Innumerable wax candles burned bolh at the 
head and at the feet of the deceased. Her maid was in 
attendance beside them ; and the rapidity with which 
she crossed herself— lighting and extinguishing from 
time to time her own taper — seemed to indicate that 
she took a deep and solemn interest in the ceremony. 
Meanwhile, the grave, which had been prepared near 
one of the smaller altars, stood open ; and by and by, a 
monk, bearing a huge black crucifix in his hand, ap- 
proached it. This he planted at the head of the orifice ; 
and, as if his doing so had been the signal that all was 
ready, a huge, muscular, large-headed man, dressed in 
the ordinary attire of a workman, and probably the 
gravedigger, approached the bier. The music suddenly 
ceased — the masses were ended — and that barbarian 
seized the corpse, which, without regard even te the 
semblance of decency, he threw up, as if it had been a 
bundle of ra^s, inte his arms. He bore it thus across 
the aisle, and, descending with it inte the grave, laid it 
in the coffin, which yawned at the bottem of the hole. 
But his business did not end there-— the monster thrust 
up Mb arm, and drew towaacds \ma, ^cn\», 'OafeXs^ <^1 *^^ 
co^, and next the black paX\.,m^7ilKL^V'ik«5J&^^ 
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ahiouded botkliiinself and his future prooeedings ; it is 
therefore impossible for me to say what he n^^t hare 
dkme during the half hour that he lingered in the grave; 
bat I own that mj imagination tumedtowards the jewels 
and the golden crucifix, none of which could 1 ocm^ 
oaive it probable that he would leaye to be devoured by 
the tomb, Nor was this the only transaction that dia* 
gusted me in tiie winding up of what, in its commenoe- 
mant, was an exceedingly striking ceremony. No 
sooner was the dead body removed out of sight, and Iha 
candles that stood beside the bier extingui&ed, than a 
spirit of extreme levity appeared to take possession of 
all whom the building contained. I heard the murmur 
of a light, and, as it seemed, a frivolous conversation 
pass through the crowd, while laughter, scarcely sup- 
pressed, torn where each joke had taken effect, and spde 
very little in favour eimer of them who uttered or of 
those who received it. Perhaps it might be prejudioo 
on my part, but I own that I was thoroughly msgusted. 
I tamed away, and walked home, not without a convio- 
tion that, after all, there is more of real sublimity in tiie 
simple and affiscting burial service of my own church 
than in all the mummery of masses and requiems with 
whkdi the feelings of the heart seemed to oe quite at 
discord. • 

J^othing could exceed the total disregard exhibited 
by the Erench for everything which a Christian peo^ 
are apt to consider eacred. Of the churches in Sala- 
manea very many had been converted by them into 
barracks, and even into stsibles. In ilie former, yoa 
might see bands of soldiers cooking their provisions 
ovec fires, which they had lighted on the paved floors 
of the very altar-places, and fed with gilded wood, 
broken from the altars themselves. The smoke, of course, 
having no outlet except the doors and vrindows, rose 
and curled about the Gothic pillars, blackening the 
walls, and defiling the carved work with which the 
roofs were ornamented; while the loud lau^h, the 
coarse wit, and coarser song, sounded peculiarly hideous 
in a place whence the voice of prayer and praise might 
alone be expected to proceed. JBut if the churches in 
whidb the infantry had quarters were hideous, a thou- 
S3ttdfold more disgusting waa ^he «^^\fiy(^<& ^t^fSk^i^u^ 

tiioae into which, corps o£ oava\ry \jaA \>e&Tk ^^soxos^ 
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Theie, noi tlie men only, bat tlie horses, defiled Gk)d's 
iLcmse, in a maimer, to look back upon wbich makes 
me shudder. The floors lay a foot deep in manure and 
litter: the marble pavements were beaten into frag- 
ments by the hoofs of the animals. "No care was taken 
to preserve the brass monmnents, which, in one chureh 
in particular, must have been, a short while previonsh', 
both nmnerons and singularly beautiful; while into the 
very stone walls rings seemed to have been driven, to 
which, here and there, a brute more restive than the 
others was tied up. 

They whose thoughts are continually tizmed towards 
the field of battle or the toHsome march, draw for 
themselves but an imperfect repres^itation of ^e 
horrors that attend a state df warfare. It is when 
aormies force their way into the haunts of civilized life, 
when soldiers and citizens become incongruously hud- 
dled together, — ^when armed bands, that are accustomed 
to the touch of deadly weacpons, stretch themselves 
forth to commit havoc, — ^and domicile and &ne, and 
temple and town-haU, are alike polluted by the socrnds 
and sights that appertain only to the camp, — ^then it is 
tiiat war offers to the gaze of the looker-on its most 
hideous features ; and our visions of ^lory, and renown, 
and high prowess, are all obscured ryy me contempla- 
tion of suSering and much wrong, i fireely oonraw, 
HiBt I used to pass these desecrated churclies by in a 
finune of mind quite unbecoming the occasion. I said 
to myself, over and over again, " The miscreants who 
thus defile the temples of the living God do not de- 
serve to triumph, and triumph Ihey assuredly wfll 
not." 

There was a very large French force at this time in 
and around Salamanca,-— according to their own ae- 
oount, at least seventy-five thousand men. It had been 
collected for some time, for the avowed purpose of 
driving the English into the sea ; and now preparations 
were made for the immediate accomplishment of Ihis 
xnuch-desired object. Of these, while they were going 
on^ I saw, of course, very Httle; though tihie extra work 
{terformed in all the bakehouses dia not escape me. 
But by and by the truth came oat, «&ji\]bft ccraxid^XfiCBL^ 
self diBcloBed it. 

We march to-monoW|*' mid 'bfi> oxid iiv<;>Tua^^ 
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me, " on an expedition from wMck I, for one, augur no 
ffood. We are going to advance towards Lisbon; and, 
the better to ensure celerity for our movements, all our 
baggage is to be left behind. We shall cany nothing 
wim us, either on the men's backs or by the can, ex- 
cept twelve days' provisions; and, before these are ex- 
pended, your countrymen, it is assumed, will be driven 
to their ships. But, as I greatly doubt the issue, I 
don't mean to take you along with me. Bemain where 
you are ; take good care of the horses ; and depend 
upon it that, ere many days pass, we shall meet again." 

I thanked my master for the consideration which in- 
duced him to screen me from the disgrace of even fol- 
lowing in the train of an armed force which was going 
to march aa;ainst my countrymen; and determined that, 
as far as diligence and care on my part could avert the 
evil, he should find no reason to complain that his 
horses had been neglected. 

The prediction which Count Golstein ventured to 
make ere the march began was verified to the letter. 
I saw the columns of infantry and cavalry defile from 
Salamanca, with all the pomp and circumstance of 
war. The horses were in good condition, — ^the men 
fresh, well-appointed, and m excellent sprits. The 
bands of the several regiments played favourite airs, and 
flags and banners floated to the breeze, — ^for the move* 
ment was begun with extraordinary magnificence 
How diflerent was the- order of their return ! In a 
inconceivably short space of time they came back, cres 
fallen and dejected, having sufiered quite as much firo 
the lack of provisions and forage as from the swor 
for the system adopted during the first retreat to Tor 
Vedras was still rigidly acted up to. Every town f 
village was deserted^ on the approach of the Frencl- 
every morsel of bread carried away, — every animaJ 
moved, or else slaughtered : while the very com in 
fields was set on fire and consumed in order to pre 
it from falling into the enemy's hands. The & 
quence was, that each league which they travers 
advance served but to involve them in deeper 
cnltiea ; and, long ere the twelve days were expip 
which they had counted as aecvirvii^ «k \jcv«3Si^h 
leaders and foUowers saw ^at l^e c«&ei ^«& ^^« 
The iuAtorion hft s recorded tn.'W^^^ Ta«sm.« 
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treat to Salamanca was conducted. Horses died bv 
scores — ^men foundered, and were taken or put to death 
by the peasantry, guns and carriages were abandoned 
at every pass. There was distress and anxiety every- 
where. 1 shall never forget the soU-stained and demo- 
ralized appearance which the different regiments pre- 
sented when once more thev entered the town. The 
spirits, too, and tempers of all ranks were broken ; and 
they seemed ripe for almost any species of outrage. 

" I told you how it would be," exclaimed my master; 
" I was sure that evil would come of it. Your country- 
men are as obstinate as the rocks on which they 
have planted themselves. They have handled us very 
roughly; neither have I, in my own proper person, 
•come off scot-free. That scoundrel, !Kruger, has de- 
serted with one of my best horses, and a portmanteau 
filled with some of me most valuable portions of my 
wardrobe. However, here we are ; ana we must make 
the most of it. How does the mare go on P" 



CHAPTEEX. 

Forced marches, and their results. 

Thebe never lived a kinder or a more generous man 
than the Count Von Grolstein. His own losses, his own 
privations, were invariably the subjects which en- 
grossed the smallest share of his attention : and never 
was the disposition more com_detely shown than now, 
on his return to Salamanca. The French had brought 
back with them very few prisoners ; but among these 
there happened to be some men of my own regiment, 
of whose condition my master immediately iMormed 
me, desiring me, at the same time, to visit and reheve 
them as far as I was able. I went instantly to the 
tower in which they were shut up, and the emotions to 
which they all gave way, for they recognised me in an 
instant, I cannot undertake to describe. Poor fellows, 
they were footsore and half-naked ; and as men's hearts 
are generally softened by the sort of misfortune to 
wbkm they were subject, they "^e^ \r5 ^^\5l ^cssstfc% 
^^nd wept when they saw mo comd wnoi^^^'^' ^**^ 
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I did not come merely to pry. Haying ascertaii 
their number, I hurried off, and my kind master s 
plying the fiinds, I purchased a gnantity of meat i 
breach which the cook and I made ready between 
With this, and half-a-dozen bottles of brandy, I ma 
jDLj way back — ^not, indeed, without considerable i 
or annoyance from the French soldiers, who were qi 
as badly off as their captiyes, and whom the stean 
the sayoury mess excited well-nigh to yiolence. ] 
as I had taken the precaution to ensure the conyo^ 
tiie scryant of one of the officers on guard, I succee< 
in conyeying my treasure in safely to the prison( 
tower ; and the eagerness with which the food was 
▼oured, and the keen relish with which they drank 
liquor, sufficiently testified that to luxurious liyingtl 
had long been strangers. Happy men were they i 
few minutes: they san^, they chatted, they capei 
and danced. In a word, and with the thoughtiessn 
which belongs to their calling, they forgot the e 
that were past, and shutting their eyes to the certaL 
that cyil would come again, they made themselyes 
ceedingly comfortable in what the present hour co 
offer. 

I rejoiced, as may be supposed, in the work of ; 
own hands ; neither did my power to serve them ( 
there. My master desirea me to select one out of 
number, who might supply the place of £ruger, and 
a companion to myself; and as my troop-messmab 
by name Judd — ^biappened to be uiere, 1 could not 
course, hesitate as to the indiyidual whom I should 
lect. Judd thankfully closed with an offer, of whic 
made him fully aware of the yalue; and, accompany 
me home, became forthwith both an actiye and a will 
assistant in the work of the stable. Of ^e remaind 
I neyer saw more till the peace of 1814 ; they w 
marched away early in the morning succeeding we ( 
of what they called "the feast;" and Judd and I co 
giye them no more than all the little money we 1 
about us, and our best wishes for their welfare. 

My mind was full of the situation of my poor ec 
rades, when one day, as I was riding through 
streets, I found myself accosted, in good set En^li 
hx a "How do you, countryniiiaQ.*, yrt\a.\. Ts\»k»& 
^ere P" I looked about, and bow & da^gn^x YlX^^ i^ 
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in a civilian's dress ; who, following np his first saluta- 
tion, approached, and made immediate acquaintance 
with me. He told me that his name was Smith — ^that 
his father had married a Frenchwoman, and now fol- 
lowed the French army as a sort of trayelling boot- 
maker, and that, by everybody of every nation who 
made trial of his slull, he was admitted to be a fint- 
rate workman. " But, come to the house where niy 
father and mother live," continued he, ** and I will in- 
troduce you to scenes that will amuse, if they do not 
greatly edify." 

'' I am the man for your father and mother,*' replied 
I ; '* depend upon it, 1 shall visit yon shortly," and so 
we parted. 

I confess that I had forgotten my new aequaintanoe 
altogether, when on the following evening he visited aie 
at the stables; and as I had nothing better to do, I agreed 
to accompany him to the paternal mansion. It was a 
very mean apartment, in a very mean street, thro^rii 
the excessive gloom of which I could wiUi difficufiy 
discover three numan beings' seated, two of them upon 
stools, the third in an arm chair; two were men, who 
appeared so entirely engrossed with cobbling, that thcT 
scarcely lifted up tneir eyes when we entered ; whde 
the third was a woman— as curioos a specimen of the 
genus as these eyes of mine have ever beheld. I oouM 
not hope, by any description, to convey to the minds of 
others an idea, even partially just, of the squalor of her 
app^uninoe. I say nothing of ter filth, thoxigh that wjB 
extreme, nor yet of her complexion, m comparison wioi 
which, safiOron deserves to be accounted pure ; neither 
will I speak of her apparel, which no Jew from Bag- 
fiur, whom I, at least, have ever encountered, would 
have admitted within the portals of his storehouse. 
But there was a strange intermixture of cunning and 
simplicity in her eye, which would have tickled me 
much, but for the tiger-glance which from time to time 
superseded it. 

** I have brought a countryman to drink tea with us, 
mother," said Joe. 

''He's welcome," was the reply; "make him sit 
down." 

I sat down, and forthwith twolnfoYeii cvr^^^et^^^tft- 
daeed, bjr means of which* and a znx^ ^je&r^A*, ^^ 
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naged to discuss some pint or so of slops. It was not 
Joe's cue, however, to let tlie jollification end there. 
He gave me a hint, which I did not fail to take, by 
ofiferin^ myself to stand treat for some brandy — ^to pro- 
cure which, Joe^ after a few modest denials on his mo- 
ther's part, was sent abroad. Doubtless, the reader 
has anncipated much of what is to follow. The old 
lady drank cupfuls of raw spirit, encouraging her hus- 
band and journeyman to do the same, till tike two latter 
fairly rolled from their stools insensible, and she gaye 
evident tokens of a rapid approach to the same state 
of helplessness. I looKcd disgusted, and somewhat 
alarmed, but Joe only laughed at me. " Ply her well," 
said he; " she is a perfect bag of sand, and a sood deal 
is needed to bring ner to the proper point ; but once 
there, and for as long as three or four weeks on a 
fltretch, she will continue in a state of absolute heto- 
lessness. Here, mother, take another cup; it will do 
you good." 

The old hag muttered something, drank, and was 
conveyed by her hopeful child to bed. She complained 
of thirst: he gave her a fresh dose; and she fell asleep 
in a moment, muttering something about a stocking all 
the while. 

Joe clapped his hands, and laughed aloud, while he 
exclaimed, "Now, my boy — ^now, we have done it; 
and you, as well as I, shall have your reward." So 
aaying, he drew from beneath the cushion of the arm- 
ehiair a stocking crammed with silver and copper coins, 
dollars, half-dollars, quarter-dollars, and I aon't know 
all what. " This is nothing," said he, pouring some 
of them out; " at the bottom of all are certain dom)loon8 
and louis-d'ors, for which I think that I can find a far 
better use than any to which she dreamed of applying 
them. Come, friend, help yourself: don't be bashful; 
nobody ever throve in the world that could not help 
himself." 

I positively refused to touch a stiver ; at which Joe 
laughed heartily; and, when I proceeded to remon- 
strate with him, his mirth only increased. "Why, 
man," said he, " this sort of thing occurs regularly at 
stated periods. The old woman. aeocVj \oYes both her 
money and the brandy "bottle*. a&\oTi^ «j& ^<&\MaaT^vi- 
iation. enough to keep thel&ttex at a ooaXAaifiet^^CiibXsc^Ar 



THE LIGHT DBAGOOK. 91 

sure accumulates, for slie starves us all, and makes us 
work like galley-slaves; but, when the stocking be- 
comes full, we always have a spree, which ends, as you 
see that this is gomg to do, by my making myself 
master of its contents. The old hag will not awake 
for these three weeks at least; that is to say, she will 
merely open her eyes and ask for drink — ^which I shall 
faithfully give her. And when she does get up, every 
thing will DO forgotten, except that which I choose to 
tell her — ^that she has spent all her savings in liquor. 
Why, then, should I scruple to enjoy myself, since 
nobody suffers P" 

"But she is your mother," said I, in remonstrance; 
"how can you thus work upon her vices, and abuse her 
infirmities P" 

" She is as much my mother as she is yours," replied 
the hopeful ; " and if she were, what then P" 

My Mend Joe's notions both of morals and manners 
were so very different from mine, that, with the termi- 
nation of what he called "the spree," our intimacy 
ended. I frequently met him in my walks and rides, 
and learned fr^m him that his mother kept to her time; 
that she slept soundly for three weeks, and rose at their 
termination a greater screw than ever. But neither 
his arguments nor his entreaties could prevail upon me 
to sh^ with him in the amusements which the plunder 
of the stocking procured^ On the contrary, I felt 
something like compassion for the wretched old couple ; 
and there, again, was in due time taught, that I nad 
been exceedingly weak for my pains. When con- 
sciousness returned to that amiable family, they found 

, themselves, as a matter of course, destitute. To work . 
they accordingly set, and, very much to their satisfac- 
tion, the old man received an order to wait upon an 
officer of rank, and measure hini for half-a-dozen pairs 
of boots. But Smith the elder was destitute even of a 
<x>at wherewith to cover his upper man ; and I, in an 
evil hour, was persuaded by his helpmate to lend him 
•a new cloak which I had purchased. I never saw the 
mantle again, except at a distance; and then it en- 
shrouded the form of Madam Smith herself, while she 
sat in her little donkey-cart, and accompanied the army 
on its march from Salamanca to "VaSlaAs^'SL. \^qvS^ 

Jiare taken it from her on t^e spot-, \s\i3t ^<& ^«^ "s^^ 
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oomiiiff, and, with rare skill, oontriyed to liand it on 
to herntiBband, who, being on foot, glided round son 
of l^e basffaffe-cars, and was at once lost to my yisio] 
At Yalla^ia I made another attempt to recover in 

F-operty; but it proved equally unsuccessful ; indeei 
was overwhelmed on this occasion with such a torra 
of abuse, that I had not the courage to face a simiL 
infliction, even if the recovery of tiie doak had bee 
ensured. Besides, the brutes had utterly soiled ax 
misused it; for it was their coat by day and their be 
by ni^ht. I therefore gave the beldame a hearl 
benediction, and went my way. 

We had not long occupied our new c^uarters i 
TaHadohd, when intelli^nce of a rising m Astoq 
reached us, and a considerable corps, of which so 
master's regiment formed a part, received orders 1 
proceed, by forced marches, for the puroose of repres 
mg it. liT the forced marches of the French army 1 
conducted at all times in the order which distinffuishi 
this, it must be confessed i^at they make but light • 
the suflerings both of man and beast. We were fonw 
every morning, and actually en route, by three o'doci 
At ei^ht, we halted and breakfiusted ; at nine we aga 
moved on, and halted again at two to dine, and 
couple of ^ hours were then afforded to refiresh ; but j 
the termination of these the column moved : and 
was always eight— often as late as nine or ten«->ere i 
halted for the night. The halt, however, was not, i 
least at all times, a season of rest. There were catt 
to be procured, killed, and cooked, for ihe morroi 
There was &rage to be collected, and the horses to 1 
fed. There was not unfrequently tibe process of bakiz 
to be carried through; for we depended everywhea 
Vpon the supplies mnok the country could aflford £ 
our maintenance. Many a time have we found oa 
selves so occupied, by the necessity of attending i 
these wants, that midnight came ere we could thr 
ourselves on the around, and catch an hour's brol 
sleep beside our norses. Yet, in some respects, i 
maim was not disagreeable; and it was replete w 
interest throughout. For example, we, of the caval 
Jeaving the high-road to the infantry and the gu 
Btmck mto all manner of "by-pa^as, "nvV^m^ «wc 
trough a ^accession of vineyards, oS -v^^b^ ^ 
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lumg in large duBters, ripe, aad ready for gathering. 
Again, it not nn&equentiiy happened tnat our rear and 
£ank patrols had the satisfiictLon of maintaining a con* 
tinned skirmish wiih. bands of guerillas, who fired upon 
them from the broken gromid, and hovered round 
tiiem like Tultores watching their prey. 

Then, again* the towns aud yilkges, but especiaUj 
tiie latter, were all but deserted as we approadiea; 
and all sent forth, as soon as our backs were timied, 
fresh, bodies of armed peasants to annoy us. At tibie 
same time we were invariably met at the entrance of 
the towns by the civic authorities, who professed either 
to adhere to Xing Joseph, or, at all events, to be neu« 
irals in the contest ; and who hoped, by these means, 
very generally in vain, to preserve their own and their 
townsmen's property from violation. For, in good 
sootih, the French were fearfol plunderers. It struck 
me, too, that the officers never made so muck as an 
effort to restrain them; and the results were, that 
places which we found comparatively prosperous on 
our arrival, we left with all tnie evidences of rapine and 
violence about them. And desperate was the revei^ 
which the outrag^ed Spaniard took, as often as an. 
unfortunate Frencn soldier fell into his hands. IS'either 
wounds nor weakness roused his pity. He slew tho 
straggler as if he had. been a wild beast, and often 
added torture ere he ended him. 

Sixteen days of constant marching brought us at 
length, to Astorga, in and around whidi the corps pro- 
ceeded to establish itself. The cavalry had quarters 
within the walls, the infantry and guns encamped out- 
side; and strange and wild were th^ scenes which they 
alike enacted, — ^from which, as may be supposed, the 
ill-fated Spaniards were the suSerers. I must, however, 
in common justice observe, that the Spanish authorities 
brought the evil, in some measure, on themselves. They 
assured our general, for instance, that the town was 
destitute of stores, and that, unless he had the means 
of victualling his own troops; they ran great risk of 
starving. Tms was but sorry news for men who had 
not tasted a wholesome or regular meal for a fortnight, 
and were all but desperate in consequence. But a httle 
exercise of the ingenuity babibuai to o\X£ \XQQ>^^t^ v^rsql 
refuted fche declarations of ilie alcaiift. T^o ^lOat^^OttK 

1 
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a large house wliicli was assi^ed to tHe lancers as s 
barrack, there was discovered, in the lumbre, or ground* 
floor kitchen, a trap-door, hj raising which a man in- 
troduced himself into a capacious ceflar, well filled wiiJi 
all manner of stores, sufficient for the relief of one en- 
tire battalion. Tanned hides were there for making 
shoes, flitches of bacon, large bags of caravanceros, and 
skins of wine in abundance. As might have been ex- 
pected, the success of this individuiu prompted many 
more to prosecute their researches; and our general haa 
soon the satisfaction to know that he ran very little 
hazard of starving. Now, if he had been content to 
appropriate these stores, while at the same time he 
maintained strict discipline among his people, nobody 
could have blamed him. The troops must be fed — so 
must their horses ; but he went mucn beyond this. The 
soldiers received a sort of unspoken licence to plunder ; 
and terrible was the havoc which in their wantonness 
they occasioned. Moreover, the honour of the women, 
and here and there the lives of the men, fell a sacrifice 
not unfrequently. But let me not go on : — in the camp 
of the infantry you might see all maimer of rich hang- 
ings converted mto tents. The soldiers lay, or danced 
ana simg among the tents, arrayed in priests' robes and 
ladies' dresses ; while the lancers, in spite of Count Grol- 
stein's best exertions to prevent it, were not altogether 
free from similar atrocities. Of course the town be- 
came rapidly thinned of its inhabitants, of whom all 
who were capable of bearing arms went to swell the 
amount of the Spanish forces. Yet were the French 
not yet cured of their propensity to evil. They per- 
sisted in carrying on the war more like savages than 
civilized men ; and they suflered in consequence all the 
outrages of which their own historians too much com- 
plain. 



CHAPTEB XL 

Btuigoa wliile occupied by the French. 

We iremained in the neighbourhood of Astorga but a 
lew days, at the expiration oi wbi^^ V3m> ot^«t "to march 
^''^iBBu.ed; axid, without hoviog seen wa crg^ja. «&»sscs« 
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any opportunity of taking yengeance on a gnerOla 

we began to retrace onr steps towards Tore. 

was no deviation either in the route, or in the 

y with which we traversed it; and the conse- 

WM, that our sufferings durine the retreat were 

full as intolerable as they had been on the ad- 

and that, when we reached Toro, both men and 

—but especially the latter — ^were all but unfit for 

. Among others, my kind, ^ood master fell sick, 

3 skill of liis physicians failing te set him on his 

:ain, he was oraered to try the baths at Valla- 

Thither I accompanied him, and on the interval 

we spent there, I continue still to look back as 

of the most agreeable in my life of captivity. 

olid is a large and stirring place : its inhabitants 

ch given to public amusements, in which I found 

It opportunities of joining; and lying, as it did, 

the Droad channel of the war, both they and I 

aabled to indulge our respective tastes freely and 

t apprehension. 

master, having derived considerable benefit from 
iters, at length took his departure; and for a 
re fixed our c[uarters, with the lancers, of which 
at the head, m the city of Burgos. Of the local 
m of that fine old town I need not |)ause to 
—with its liilla overlooking it on each side, and 
del crowning a rocky eminence, as if in defiance 
enemy who dared attempt to reduce it. But the 
on both of the garrison and the inhabitants at 
oment was so curious, that I cannot think of 
Lg to notice it, — ^more especially as the truth has 
to my knowledge at least, been told, by any 
whether French or English, who has touched 
le subject. 

well known that the hatred borne by the Spaniards 
s the French had become, in 1812, bitter in the 
e. Taught by experience that they were no 
for the invaders m the field, they waged war 
hem by private assassination, — ^insomuch that 
3nch armies, victorious everywhere, except wher© 
?ht of England encountered, them, were nowhere, 
hout the Peninsula, masters of a foot of ground 
! the limits of their diSeTeut eiiQAass^^si^. ^Vcb. 
oner, the garrisoxxs wbicli oocsvv^V^^iSA Vs^^^i^ ^ 



96 THB LiaHT DSAOOOir. 

Spain, were always in a state of siege. There m 
be no organized force within many leagues of them, 
the smaUest reason to apprehend the arrival of 
such* But each cottage m the suburbs, if not in 
heart of the town itseu, contained a little band of 
men, in their own way more to be dreaded by far i 
if they were openly in the field, and banded togethi 
companies ana battalions. In and around Burg( 
soon discovered that this was peculiarly the case, 
first, indeed, the manners of the people deceived 
Quite ; for I fancied that they were content becaui 
me gentieness and deference with which they appe 
to treat not me alone, but every Frenchman witn w 
they came openly into contact. But the experiem 
a few d&jB taught me, that this air of weakness wae 
on for me sole purpose of enticing victims into i 
power. There was scarcely a day passed without bi 
mg in reports of assassinations attempted, if not p€ 
trated, upon our people. No man could walk n 
mile beyond the town without being fired at ; and < 
in the grand promenade, which extends along the 1 
of the river, and is shaded on either side by ro\t 
noble trees, the same scenes were constantly enai 
I have ridden over and over with my master, to e 
the refireshing breezes in that shaay spot, and 1 
driven out again by showers of bullets, which kno 
the leaves about us, and came, we knew not i 
whence. lii a word, the French were, both in c 
and in quarters, prisoners at large, with the com 
able assurance continually forced upon them, that i 
within their own lines they could not count on esca 
the knife of the assassin. 

When we first reached Burgos, the garrison 
labouring under a terrible and contagiooE fever, 
hospitals were all crowded ; and every morning at 
light a couple of carts traversed the streets, coUec 
the dead from the wards in which iJ^ey were lying, 
transporting them to the place of sepulture. It t( 
diteh dug somewhere among the hills, inte which 
bodies were cast in heaps, no care being taken to i 
them witii respect, nor any mourning oeing mad< 
their removal. Moreover, several detachments "^ 
by and by sent out to levy coTi\x^\3*AQ[Q^^ Qi^*CDk& 
iQandmg districts, aiidB\xi|;o^\)eett3XLQ/\BL^T\&^^ 
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the grand dep6t of Frencli plunder in this quarter of 
Spain. The Spaniards were neither unaware of this 
circumstance, nor ignorant of the process by which 
our treasures were gathered in; and in the beginning of 
1812, they made a demonstration as if they had de« 
signed to appropriate them. The circumstances of the 
case were tnese : — 

One morning in the month of January — I have for- 
gotten the precise date, an alarm spread that heavy 
columns of troops were advancing towards the town. 
We ran to the most elevated stations which we could 
find, and saw, sure enough, 6000 Spaniards at the least, 
marching in good order along the Madrid road, and 
apparency bent on carrying the town by a coti^ de 
main. Isow, it so happened, that the town was at this 
moment in a peculiarly defenceless state. The castle, 
indeed, stood above the reach of insult, not from this 
body of troops alone, but from their betters; but the 
town was no further fortified than by palisades, that 
blocked up the principal entrances, and hght cannon so 
planted as to command the bridges. Then again, the 
garrison, enfeebled by sickness, was more than usually" 
weak, in consequence of the many detachments which 
had gone out, consisting, as may be supposed, of our 
strongest and healthiest men, and commanded by our 
ablest battalion officers. Still, though mustering scarcely 
400 combatants, the commandant put a bold face upon 
the matter. All the persons living on the southern sid© 
of the river were directed to cross, and to establish them- 
selves and their baggage under the guns of the citadel. 
The hospitals were emptied of every man who might 
have strength enough to level a musket; and these be- 
ing planted under cover of the palisades, were directed to 
maintain their post to the last extremity. At the same 
time the utmost care was taken to keep down a mutin- 
ous spirit, which the first rumour of an advance on the 
Eart of their countrymen had excited among the in- 
abitants. They were commanded by proclamation 
not to show themselves in the streets , and we re told 
that wherever two should be 
together they would certainb 

indeed, was done, which in 8n^^ trying icsase^^oteigifV^ 
could snggest, or prudence 6M«li^', vm^^&&vsss^i^^^m^^> ^ 
that courage and pnidencel^ev^^Jj^if^;^"^^^^ 



^^^^ 
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bers, to direct whicli there was manifestly no heii 
present. 

Amonff other officers of inerit my master chanced to 
be detached; and with me it mainljr rested to save his 
property from the danger of confiscation. I was estab- 
£shed in a honse close to one of the barricades, where, 
up to this moment, the people had been particularly 
ciyil; but now, when I came to pack up and maJe 
Reparations for moving, their tone entirely changed. 
They refused to lend a helping hand in any way; andnot 
only rejected my application for a skin of wine, but tokl 
me with significant looks, that of wine I should not 
much longer stand in need. Such conduct of course 
served omy to irritate; and I was forced to use the 
show of violence, by levelling a pistol at tlie padrone's 
head; but there was no occasion to go farther. I got 
my mules and horses laden; and securing about tvro 

gallons of wine, retired with my fellow-servants, to the 
eights near the castle, whence we commanded an «- 
cellent view of the Spanish bivouac. Why did they not 
push onP Why did tney halt, out of musket-shot of the 
palisades, and make there an idle display of their num- 
bers? They ought to have known their enemies better 
than to suppose that they were the sort of people to be 
over-awed by anything of the sort. Had they made 
the attempt bravely, resolutely, and without a check, 
it must have proved successful. How earnestly I 
wished that hall the number of English troops had been 
there; for the booty would have been prodigious ; all 
the treasures, with no inconsiderable portion of the 
stores of the whole French army, being, by some 
strange oversight, kept, not in the castle, but in the 
town. 

The Spaniards either did not know this, or they held 

the garrison in too much respect; for they contented 

themselves with driving in, towards dusk, a solitazy 

advanced post, and takmg possession of the convent 

within which it had been established. We saw them 

then light their fires, and make preparations as if to 

invest ttie place, and try upon it the tedious process 

of a siege. But even to this plan, absurd enough it 

must he admitted, they failed. ^ adheTe. Throu^out 

two dsLYS the blockade, such, as it'^«a,coTda3K»fe'\.^^S2Ms^ 

were aa.j& to us of very consiAfiTtibAft ^wsc&sx?t\ 1^ 
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we knew our own weakness, and scarcely dared to hope 
that it was hidden from them: yet they came to an end 
at last, and with them all fears respecting the issue. 
The dawn of the third morning showed uie Spanish 
lines abandoned. Not a man remained beside the fires, 
which had been recently trimmed and continued to 
bum, nor was so much as a dog left behind. Yet the 
Spaniards had not retreated in the proper sense of that 
term. Intelligence of the routes pursued by our rarious 
detachments naving reached them, they troke up into 
parties, and hurried off, with the view of intercepting 
these on the march, and so winning both glory and 
nches from the spoil with which they were known to bo 
laden. They succeeded, however, very imperfectly in 
both objects. Several of our detachments sustained, 
indeed, a heavy loss; and one, which, when it went 
abroad, consisted of a himdred men, returned with no 
more than fifty; but not in a solitary instance was the 
escort overpowered, or the booty taken away of which 
it wafi in charge. 

It is marvellous even now to think of the extreme 

. accuracy with which the Spaniards were accustomed t<i 
inform themselves, not only of the movements of the 
French troops, but of the personal habits and circum- 
stances of the individuals by whom detached bodies 
were commanded. On the present occasion, for ex- 
ample, there was a French lieutenant-colonel sent forth 
witn a hundred infantry in a particular direction: he 
was a brave and a skilful officer, and though attacked 
by an overwhelming force of cavalry, he repulsed them 
twenty times at least, keeping his treasure always in 
the centre of his square. But he was known to the 
assailants as one who never stirred abroad without car- 
rying all his private property in a sort of valise behind 
him, so that, while advancing to charge, the Spaniards 
would call out to him that they were determined to have 
his doubloons, and that he had better give them up 
quietly. The Frenchman held his course undaunted, 

• and had wellnigh reached Burgos ere the fatal bullet 
struck him. But he died at last, from a pistol-shot in 
the head; and his valise, containing about a hundred- 
and-fifty ^old pieces, became the ^jroijertY of tha hicw?^ 

men who had, for twelve lon^ \\.o\a^, ^xi^Xsbaxs^'^^ 

honour and their own in a very Mnec^ixai <icyD^«?i^« 
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For some time affcer the occurrence of these events, 
my master and I kept our station in Burgos. He, like 
others, had lost a good many men from his detachment, 
and one officer, whose poodle dog attached itself to me ; 
but he had received no wound lumself, and, though still 
delicate, was able, for a while at least, to go throu^ with 
his duties. I am not sure, however, 9iat my readers 
would be very deeply interested were I to detail to them 
the manner m which day after day was spent : let me be 
content, therefore, to repeat one or two anecdotes, as 
illustrating the sort of life which at that period I led, 
and then we will pass together into new scenes, some 
of which may possibljr offer to them greater attractions 
tl^n the mere transcript of a prisoner's diary. 

I was one day crossmg the bridge at Burgos, when, 
to my great surprise, I encountered a man dressed in 
the uniform of the 12th English Light Dragoons. We 
entered, as may be imagined, at once into conversation, 
and I ascertained that ne had been taken at Grenalda ; 
that he was a farrier by trade, and then in the service 
of the French General, Count d'Orsun. A very extra- 
ordinary fellow was my friend, Bichard Kilby; his in- 
genuity as a working smith surpassed all that I have 
ever witnessed, and, as a horse doctor, he had either 
great skill or great good luck; but he was a determined 
drunkard — a profound hater of the French nation — 
and, beyond compare, the most self-willed and obstinate 
individual of his race. He and I became, as a matter 
of course, sworn allies : we were much together, for I 
helped him to turn his shoes ; and, acting as his inter- 
preter, I first procured for him from his master those 
supplies of money without which his genius never could 
have found a channel in which to exercise itself; yet I 
more than once had reason to regret that an intimacy 
was ever struck up between us, and am forced, though 
reluctantly, to acknowledge that, when our destimes 
carried us in different directions, I shed no tears over 
the prospect of being separated fiiom him for ever. 

My friend Bichard bated the French, and never 

omitted an opportunity of telling them so : to be sure, 

he could not speak one word of their language, nor did 

ibey imderstand a syllable of bia, &o tliat the pleasant 

efitbeta of " coward," " scoundieV," " TO^<&r " ^Jiasir 

With which it was his oonataxit pxcticiice V> ^«^\i^(2kks^ 
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passed by tinnoticed, because xmlmowii. But in more 
ways than this he deh^hted to tease them, and he was 
quite indefatigable in mdulging his humours. For ex- 
ample, his style of shoeing was so universally and justly 
admired that there was no end to the appHcations 
which were made to him by the French officers. He 
would never attend to them, except when the purse was 
at the lowest ebb, and even then ne took care to insult 
the groom by holding the charger tight with one hand, 
and so keeping him, till the amount of the charge- 
eight francs — ^was put into the other. He was con- 
stantly involving himself in quarrels, from the ruinous 
consequences oi which nothmg short of his master's 
rank in the service could have saved him ; and once, at 
least, even that might have failed, but for the peculiar 
prowess by which he opposed, and finally repulsed, the 
assailants. The story is this : 

One Sunday, Kicnard and I strolled beyond the 
limits of the town, and entering a wine-house, drank 

. our bottle of Malaga, on the conclusion of which 
Eichard complained of being hungry. The woman of 
the house was cleaning, at the moment, a number of 
salt herrings, two of which Eichard secured, and put 
upon the coals to broil. He had not perceived that 
some French grenadiers, who equally with ourselves 
chanced to be inmates of the apartment, had likewise 
made a purchase of herrings, ana were dressing them ; 
and, having occasion to go out for a moment, he was 
rendered quite furious by meeting one of these men 
with a couple of herrings in his hand. Eichard swore 
that the fish were his — ^wrested them from the grenadier, 
abused him like a pickpocket, and stripping ojff his 
jacket, challenged the Frenchman to fight. S^ow, the 
Frenchman must have stood at least six feet three 
from the ground, whereas the extreme height of 
Eichard could not exceed five feet ; yet, there was the 
Httle farrier squaring at the giant, and so conducting 
himself that the latter, in absolute amazement, became 
rooted to the spot. The landlady, in great alarm, 
entreated me to withdraw my friend, and, with some 
difficulty, I succeeded in doing so ; but it was only that 
he mignt thrust himself into another situation, to the 
All as perilous, and far more laxLg\ia\Ae,^(5aM:L\)£k^. ^ ^ 

adjourned to m old haunt of ^ieb3&id!»— \o ^"5^ '^'=s«? 
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of a woman whom lie liad dubbed Lis mother ; and who, 
being regularly put in possession of the whole amount 
of his earnings, could not refuse— even though it was 
the hour of Divine service — ^to open her door to her son. 
Accordingly, we entered, were shown into a parlour up 
stairs, and earnestly besought to keep quiet, otherwise 
the landlady must get into a scrape. 

We sat quietly enough, till Diet observed a patrol of 
gendarmes ascending the street, and approacning the 
site of his mother's dwelling. His wratn against their 
nation was kindled, and he began first to swear and 
then to sing at the top of his lungs. They halted 
before the door, and ordered him to be quiet, but he 
only sang the louder. Then they knocked and tried to 
enter, but the door was bolted, and Dick hastened to 
reinforce the bolts by piling up furniture a^irainst it. 
Gdie gendarmes threatened and blustered, while Dick, 
finding in one comer of the room a bag of large onions, 
openea upon them, with these strange missiles, a heavy 
wee. As might be expected, they were Vinous, and 
though he kept them somewhat at bay as long as his 
ammunition lasted, they would have certainly forced an 
entrance in the end, had he not plied them with water 
—not scalding hot, certainly, yet neither very cool, nor 
in its nature very limpid. Qlie guard retreated with 
precipitation before such a torrent, and Eichard shouted 
and laughed, as they shook their ears — ^for his supply 
had been both copious and verv liberally dispensed. 

Not having any particular desire to connect my own 
name with pranks of this sort, I escaped from Eichard 
as soon as the coast was dear, and scarcely saw him 
again till within a day or two of our final separation ;. 
though I heard of him from time to time, and always 
heard with sorrrow, that he continued to be the same 
reckless and unhappy man that he was when I first 
encountered him. JN either was his end unworthy of 
the earlier part of his career. Having accompanied 
his master to Pampeluna, andweUnigh exhausted his 
patience, Dick, in a drunken fit, deserted ; and falling 
among the guerillas, wa& by them passed on from 
station to station^ till he finally rejoined his regiment 
in Fortagal, But he came with a constitution entirely 
nndemuned: against the excessive \iKtSi!^^^ V^dm&l \iL 
encountered with the gueiiHaa, a irsime "NRorft. ^-'wtslXfi 
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hard drinlnng, conld not hold up; and within a few days 
after haying reported himself to the adjutant, he ex- 
pired. Bicnard lefb a son, like himself a farrier, who 
afterwards served 'with me on the cavalry staff, and 
many a day have we spent hours together in mutually 
detailing, one to another, anecdotes of his fathers 
eccentricities. 

I do not remember that there occurred anyUung else 
of moment while I continued in Burgos, unless, indeed, 
the purchase of an Irish horse may be so regarded, 
whicn, when led in by a French groom, in a very mi- 
serable state, I instantily recognised as having once be- 
longed to one of my troop-mates in the 11th. He was 
so savage a brute, tnat neither his new master nor his 
servants could ride him ; for a French officer had pur- 
chased him of an Englishman, in Portugal, for ten JS'a- 
poleons, and the Count Grolstein got him,m consequence, 
for the same sum that had been paid for him. But the 
horse knew me immediately : when I called him by his 
name, he turned his head and snuSed me all over, and 
became, in my hands, as quiet and tractable as a lamb. 
With none else, indeed, would he condescend to be- 
fmiiliar, — ^for even my master never rode him but once; 
but he followed me like a dog, and neighed and whin-, 
nied whenever he heard my voice even at a distance. 
The count gaye him to me, and I rode him constantly 
for two years ; at the termination of which, his vicious 
humours wore out, so that the coimt*8 son, to whom I 
ultimately transferred him, found him invaluable as a 
charger, and received the most satisfactory proofs of 
his hardihood. Museh, as he was called, carried the 
young Count Grolstein through the whole of the cam* 
paign to Moscow and the retreat in which it ended ; 
kslS, though much reduced in fleshy was still in excellent 
health when he came again under my care in his mas- 
ter's stables. 



CHAPTEE XXL 
We retam to France. 

Ajtsb & reaidence in Burgos of Bome^^b^^ TSiCjt^ H^oaas&L 
^mantha, the Coxmi G&teia xeceYsr^ ^TBSkSKtfsa.'w^ 
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revisit Ms native country. He was accordingly directed 
to proceed to Vittoria, and join himself there to the 
sort of caravan which year by year, passed, under a 
strong escort, through the dangerous defiles of the 
Pyrenees into France. I went with him, of course, and 
never enjoyed myself more, in every sense of the term, 
than during the week or two which, while waiting for 
the assembung of the party, we spent in the capitel of 
the Basoue provinces. Vittoria is a singularly pleasant 
place, — lor a Spanish town clean and tidy, and well 
regulated ; and, being built along the side of a hill, is 
very healthy, besides being abundantly supplied with 
pure and excellent water. It struck me, also, that the 
people were more alive to the influences of climate than 
those of the more fertile plains of Castile and Arragon, 
The women, in particular, were both beautiful in point 
of feature, and singularly graceftd, as well in their 
attire as in their movements ; and the humbler classes 
came too near, in their habits, to what we read of the 
damsels of Palestine and Greece, not to be, in my eyes^ 
objects of peculiar interest. Like the orientals, they 
go to draw water at the public fountain ; and the vases 
in which they carry home the pure element are at once 
strictly classical in their shape, and poised, with classical 
exactness, on the heads of tne bearers. It used to ex- 
cite both our surprise and interest to see with what un- 
erring exactitude they bore their pitchers from the well 
to their own houses. There was no balancing the in- 
strument by means of the hand. Planted upon the top 
of the head, it appeared to rest there by virtue of some 
balancing power mherent in the bearer ; and over the 
roughest ground, as surely as over the smoothest, she 

fassed without spilling a drop. I cannot tell how often ' 
have been tempted to stand by and admire these 
beautiful " drawers of water," and if, from time to time, 
I was tempted to carry on with one or another a little 
innocent flirtation, I pray the more rigid of my readers 
not to judge me too harshly for the act of imprudence. 
If anything could have taught the French that their 
chances of reducing Spain to obedience were blank, the 
care which they were obhged to exercise for the pur- 
pose of passing the most ordmaiy cottj csy ^.cross the 
Dorder ought to have done so. 'l\je\ifive^^\»^'et^'^j^3^. 
•^ iostance on record of a modeia.te\s-«aZi^^ ^«5?c^ ^r 



THE LIGHT DSAGOOK, 105 

tempting that passage, and saying so much as an in- 
dividual alive, to teU how it had fared with his com* 
panions . And even the accumulations of months, though 
escorted by a strong battalion, were glad bv all manner 
of disguises to conceal the true moment of tneir starting. 
I founds for example, that, inclusive of sick, wounded, 
weary, and persons whom real business drew out of 
Spain, not fewer than 10,000 people were, when I 
reached Vittoria, assembled there, for the single pur- 
pose of being passed, under a mihtary guard, mto 
France. Moreover, a corps of 600 infantry, with four 
field-pieces, were appointed to guard them; and of wag- 
gons laden with baggage, and pubhc and private plunder^ 
there was no end. xet, multitudinous as we were, 
it was not accounted safe to undertake the threading 
of those dangerous defiles, except under the protection 
of a stratagem. Thus there came out an order from the 
commandflLnt, warning the travellers that, at a certain 
hour in the morning of the third day subsequently to 
the issue of his proclamation, they should be ready to 
begin their journey. As might be ejected, intelligence 
of this arrangement spread far and wide through the 
provinces, and, without doubt, the guerillas were every- 
where on the alert, to intercept ana profit by the move- 
ment. But we stole a march upon them. On the day 
immediately succeeding that on which the governor 8 
handbill took its place at the comers of the streets, 
there appeared a supplementary command, by which 
we were directed to pack our baggage, and hold oui- 
selves m readiness to move m one hour. 

Never was the wisdom of any arrangement more dis- 
tinctly proved than this. We had scarcely cleared the 
outslurts of the town, ere groups of brigands began to 
draw near us, which seemed to accumulate strength in 
proportion as we penetrated deeper and deeper among 
the mountains. But they never acquired such a power 
of numbers as to justify them in their own eyes in mak- 
ing a serious attack ; and we, in consequence, sufiered 
nothing from first to last, except from an occasional and 
very (fesultory fire of musketry. At the same time 
there was enough, in the whole progress of the journey, 
to divert my attention for the moment, and to make a 
deep impreasion upon my memory . Isi ^<b ^"^^^ ^^«i»* 
the scenery exceeded, in point oi g£«ixA<sv\£) ^'^^'^s^^ 
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wliicli I had previously passed. So bold, indeed, were 
tlie ascents, and so steep the paths by which we re- 
gained the depths of the valleys, that over and over 
again I used to wonder how cars, and waggons, and 
even horses, contrived to traverse them. And then the 
wood was gorgeous in the extreme: the magnificent 
cork-tree overshadowing the base of monntains, — on the 
sides, and here and there the brows, of which waved far 
and wide whole forests of oak, and pine, and hazel 
But that which gave to our journey its most engrossing 
interest was the constant proximity o^bands of robbers, 
who, like the vultures that hover over a battle-field, 
seemed to track our coiurse, and seize every opportonity 
that offered of molesting us. B^peatedly were we fired 
upon &om the summits of inaccessible corries, and re- 
peatedly threatened with more serious interruptions, 
which, however, our great numerieal superiority, aided 
by the excellency of the device which had hindered them 
uom assembling in force enough to meet us, effectually 
prevented. Yet the knowle<%e that danger was con- 
stantly at hand flailed not to produce its efi^cts as well 
upon the imaginative as upon the timid. And, finally, 
the bracing nature of the climate operated upon our 
nerves and spirits to an extent which I have no language 
adequate to describe. But the case may be judged of 
80 soon as I state, that when, towards sunset on the' 
second day, we arrived in sight of Irun, there were 
comparatively few among us who did not experience a 
sensation not very far from regret that their perils were 
surmounted. 

If I felt sorry at first on finding that I had quitted 
the salubrious air of the mountains, the feeling was at 
once dispelled when, to my great surprise, I found my- 
self addressed, just after entering the town, by one 
who spoke to me in excellent English, and whom, in 
spite of the total change in his style and attire, I soon 
reco^ised as a former comrade m the 11th. I think 
that I have elsewhere spoken of one Nicholas BrowUr 
an American by birth, who served in my ovni troop, 
and whose liberation from the prison at Salamanca I 
had been the means of procuring. But, however this 
mfljr be, the person who now addressed. Tae ijroved to 
be tbh same Brown, and t\ie rece^ption. '^\!A!^\kft ^w^ 

was not more cre^table to "k^maeAi ^^si S^ ^^,\ft. 
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e higlicst degree, acceptable to me. I confess tliat, 
kien we first encountered, I was a good deal surprised 
T the elegance of his attire and bearing. Neither was 
le sentiment diminished when ho conducted me to his 
)artments, — three weU-fumished rooms in the com- 
iandant's house, — and, ringing the beU, ordered a 
irrant to provide all things necessary for our recrea- 
on. So, also, the display of his wardrobe, his jewel- 
ay, and, though last not least, his ready money, im- 
ressed me with sentiments of great respect. But 
hen the truth came out, my surprise, at least, suffered 

remarkable diminution. The commandant's lady — 
ot his wife — ^had, it appeared, taken a fancy to Brown, 
he was young, beautiiul, and extremely fascinating ; 
od Brown, acting as men in his circumstances are apt 
) do, readily gave himselt ip to the bright intoxica- 
on. All his wishes were in consequence prevented ; 
od he very fairly told me, that, let him escape from 
ae condition of a prisoner when he might, he would 
ertainly not rejoin his regiment. I confess that, 
earing the fact in my mind, that he was not an Eng- 
shman hj hneage, i scarcely blamed him for this ; • 
ut, even if I had, the fact of his meditating a pubhc 
nrong to the state would have scarcely justified me, in 
ly own eyes, for rejecting his private kindness. I 
pent a day with him very pleasantly; and, next morn- 
Off, when we marched, as we did at five o'clock, he 
ode several miles in my company; neither did we part 
nthout feelings of sincere and mutual regret. 

We halted for a couple of days in Bayonne,* of the 
losition and capabihties of which it is not necessary 
or me to say anything. The intrenched camp, whicn 
>t a later stage in the war covered and rested upon it, 
ras not then begun; neither were the sluices taken up, 
lor the low ground flooded; but the permanent fortin- 
ations both of the town and the citadel were in ex- 
ellent order ; and being a sort of depot station for most 
►f the regiments employed in the north and east of 
$pain, it could boast of a strong, if not a very homo* 
jeneous garrison. It is cut in nalves, as the reader 
Loabtless knows, by the river Adour ; and can boast of 
I population greater by far than the surEeice extent of 
ke Bite would lead the traveliieT \iO \iaaj^aa. ^>iis»^ 
mnot Bay that my remembrancea o^^^^crox^^b ^x^'^^ 
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agreeable ; bo I content myself with stating, tliat we 
turned our backs upon it with little regret ; and plung- 
ing into that strange and wild district called the 
Llandes, passed on bv way of Dax towards Bordeaux. 

The Llandes have been too often and too accurately 
described by other travellers to render so much as an 
allusion to the peculiarity of the scenery admissible 
from me. It is an enormous plain of sand, which ex- 
tends along the sea from Bayonne to Bordeaux, and 
measures, at a moderate computation, at least two 
hundred miles in length, by fifty or sixty, or perhaps 
more, in breadth. In ancient times, the sands used to 
be quite bare, and to shift, like those of the desert of 
Alexandria, with every high wind that blew, till a 
pious monk — whose name I heard, but have forgotten 
— showed his countrymen how to reclaim, by planting 
the waste with pine-trees. The roots of the pine 
served as braces to bind the sand together. jSie 
leaves and cones, as they fell and decayed, created a 
soil; and now we come, irom time to time, in traversing 
a huge forest, upon extensive clearances, over which 
flocks of sheep and herds of cattle wander, and neat 
villages are scattered. It struck me, also, that the in- 
habitants of the Llandes were a very happy, as well as 
a primitive race. They seemed to have everything 
about them in abundance, which is necessary to sustain 
life, and many articles of simple luxury. Moreover, they 
were Hght of heart, free of speech, bold hunters of the 
wolf and of the bear; and, as I could gather as mach 
from what I saw as what I heard, darmg smugglers. 
Yet they appeared to be an innocent race, notwith- 
standing this latter propensity; and their deference for 
their priests was worthy of the patriarchal times. 
Many a pleasant dance I had with the young women, 
and many a pleasant chat with the old, after our tents 
were pitchea, and our horses dressed, and our convoy 
estabhshed. 

We traversed the Llandes in the space, if I recollect 
right, of five days, having been greatly interested 
tm-oughout the journey, as well with the nature of the 
country as with the happy condition of its inhabitants. 
Our resting-place was Bordeaux, of which, for the same 
reasonB whick held mie back froiiLdeftCTiterfl^^'^«5QBSifc^\ 
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do not think that it is worth while to say anything. It 
is a noble city, very dean, full of bustle, and adorned 
with many gorgeous edifices ; aad enriched as well as 
beautified by the proximitjr of the Garonne, which, in 
a fine volume of water, nows past it. Besides, the 
opportunities afforded me of mmutely examining the 
place were not great; for my master having brought 
with him certain relics of a French general who had 
been a Mend of his, and fidlen in battle, set out, on the 
day after our arrival, for the chateau in which the 
widow dwelt, that he might tell her how her husband's 
last moments were spent, and hand over to her his 
treasures. I dare say, that to the poor bereaved lady 
the visit was sad enough, for she was a young and de- 
Hcate creature, not more, as it seemed, than twenty-five 
years of age; and her countenance, when I saw her, 
told a tale of hopes altogether blighted. But to me 
the excursion was full of interest, and therefore I may 
as well make mention of it. 

The chateau towards which our steps were turned, 
lay a good day's journey from Bordeaux ; and to reach 
it, we passed through a succession of vineyards, inter- 
^ersed with luxuriant groves of olive and myrtle. 
The highest order of cultivation, too, was present 
everywhere, and food for ourselves, as weU as forage 
for our horses, was both cheap and abundant. But it 
was the abode of the widow and her domestic establish- 
ment that principally engaged my attention; for any 
thing more gorgeous, yet pecidiar, I never witnessea. 
We reached a village towards dusk, at the bottom of 
which stood the chateau, — a fine mansion, with exten- 
sive stables and outhouses attached, — and our recep- 
tion, so soon as my master's name had been announced, 
was of the most ratifying kind. The entire house- 
hold seemed, indeed, to greet our arrival as a jubilee. 
My master was led at once into the presence of the 
lady; while I had the horses taken from me, and was 
conducted into a room, where a dozen maids were as- 
sembled, and seated forthwitihi as the honoured guest 
among tiiem. Kot one word of their language could I 
speak, nor one in a dozen could I understand; and as 
for my efforts, whether I addressed them in EngHsh, 
or SpauuBh, or German, they i^reie ti!^<^ \);i£^^<^^'S5^Na 
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gam a hearing. Yet we continned to converse, amid a 

freat deal of laughter, by signs ; and as to drinking 
ealths, that was managed, by hob-nobbing our glasses 
Bt momentary intervals. It was, upon the whole, the 
most amusing meal that I ever ate; and the viands, as 
•well as the wmes, were excellent. 

We spent two days with the French general's widow, 
throughout which we were treated with the greatest 
possible kindness. My master was sumptuously lodged, 
m an apartment the walls ofwhich were entirely covered 
inth mirrors, and the floor laid with oak, on which the 
polish was so fine that, tiU I pulled off my boots, I at 
least could not stand upon it without sUpping. There 
was, too, a peculiarity about that chamber, which, on 
one occasion, put me to some inconvenience. The door 
shut with a spring; and being, like the panels, overlaid 
with glass, I found it impossible to make my way out 
again, till my master, waMng from his first sleep, put 
his hand upon the catch and threw it open. As to my 
own billet, it was extremely comfortable, though in a 
remote and gloomy wing ojf the castle. And then the 
grounds were penectly beautiftd, with parterres of 
flowers, terraces rising above one another, all in the 
formal order of the French school. But it is not worth 
while to continue these details any ftirther. We abode 
in this hospitable mansion till the morning of the third 
day; on the arrival of which we bade our friends fare- 
well, and returned the same evening to Bordeaux. 



CHAPTER Xm. 

I puisne my Journey — Domestic Brawl — A Sutler — Germany— 
Dosseldorf — Changes of Fortune. 

OuE march from Bordeaux carried us by easy stages 
through a very beautifal country, the whole surface of 
which was covered with vine plantations. We halted, 
likewise, for one night in a large town, of which I have 
forgotten the name, but which, from its general aspect, 
ana the business in which the inhabitants were en- 
gwed, reminded me very mvxc\i oi 'Bvxm^iL^ajEaca^ By- 
and'by we reached Orleans, sliSi itmioxxs ^orc *-^Jye» ^*;»ta^ 
" Joan of Arc in the market-^gVaee, ^ca^^^^ifc^^ 



^^ 
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Hie period of wMch, I now speak, with English detemis. 
I cannot, however, pretend to give any description of a 
city in which my sojourn extended not beyond a single 
day; nor, which was, at the moment, still more mom- 
fymg to myself, did I on that occasion visit Paris at 
all. For, though the count had gone before us to the 
capital, hjs instructions to us were, that we should turn 
short by the road to the Ehenish provinces, without 
touching on the great city; and we, albeit sorely mor- 
tified at the circumstance, had no choice except to 
obey. Accordingly, we journeyed on, leisurely and 
very pleasantly, tlirough a rich coxmtry, and under the 
influence of a genial sun ; taking care to halt, when- 
ever the opportunity offered, at some pleasant village 
for the night, and always meeting firom the villagers a 
very friendly reception. 

We (I mean the count's domestics and baggage) 
were attended throughout the march by a small escort 
of Polish dragoons. I mention this fact, because the 
wife of one of the party acted as a sort of sutler to the 
cavalcade, and by the oddity of her appearance, as 
well as the strangeness of her proceedmgs, was the 
occasion of a good deal of merriment and some wonder, 
^e was singidarly short, and happened to be in a state 
when women in general avoid norse exercise. Yet 
there she was, day after day, mounted oross-leffged on 
a brute at least seventeen hands high, and laden with 
eggs, bottles, and glasses, out of which she dispensed, 
with a liberal hand. Cognac to such as requured it. 
One day we missed her from her accustomed place. 
The cavalcade set forward, and she went not with it ; 
ay, and more extraordinary stiU, when the halting hour 
came, the Circular Pole, as we called her, faued to 
make her appearance; so we were forced to get our 

, schnaps, sorely against our will, at the auberge. In 
like manner me march of the following day began, 
without restoring us to our Hebe; and something like 
anxiety was rising amons us, when all at once there 
was seen m the rear a tall horse at a swmging trot, and 
a human form, or else that of a baboon, perched upon 
its back. The question of humanity did not, however, 
remain unsolved long after the apparition arrived 
within ear-ahot; for the old ciry, ''do^s, Vsvc^ ims^- 

meuiB, eiu glass brande-wine," boou \A^ ^>s^ *^^»^» ^w» 
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old friend was still in the land of the living. Nor d 
she come alone : strapped upon her back, Ime a bimc 
of rags, was a thumpinff boy, which in the stable of ti 
last halting-place had nrst seen the li^ht ; and whic 
as well as its mother, showed that it was sound 
wind, whatever might be the case as to limbs. I co 
fess that I was astounded ; yet what will not Natii 
do when circumstances maJce extraordinary deman 
on her P 

In this manner we passed the fortresses of Cambn 
Valenciennes, and Avesnes, at the latter of which i 
feUow-servants and I came to an open rupture. Th 
had never forgiven me the favour which our comm 
master showed me, and here they made up their mis 
to let me feel the extent of their vengeance. It hi 
pened, either by accident or design, that the coachuw 
after washing the carriage, placed it exactly across i 
•table door, so that I could neither get access to i 
horses, nor lead them out to water. I could not si 
pose that there was design in the matter, neither die 
care to put his good humour to the test by beggi 
hiTTi to remove it; so I wheeled it on one side with i 
own hands, and proceeded to arrange the horses. 1 
work was yet incomplete, when forth from the hoi 
rushed my comrades : the valet took the lead, and 
volley of abuse was instantly heaped upon me. . 
first I kept my temper wonderfully. I asked th< 
what was wrong, and received in reply only fire 
abuse ; till, by-and-by, my anger was in its turn kindli 
and I told the valet that, if ne were not an old man 
would wring his nose from his face. " Would you 
cried he, " we'll see." So saying, he ran aside, arm 
himself with a sword, and advanced towards me in 
menacing attitude. I was very much irritated, dash 
into the stable, got a good broom handle, and rushi 
out, prepared to do battle; but lo ! my enemy "w 
g;one. I searched for him everywhere, but in vai 
till at last a thoi^ht striking me that he might ha 
ensconced himselfin the carnage, I wrenched open o 
of the doors, and he leaped out through the oth 
Away he ran across a meadow, still carrying with h 
tiie naked sword, and away "L ^et xa. Y'^areuit; t 
ooming up witii hdim, X knocked Vke "sve«^0T\. ws^ ^1" 
^umd, ana laid him spraw^^ on ^e ^«&^« ^^ 
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cried far ^tuurter, and I gare it; as, indeed, after 
Bomidlj raitmg them all, I extended my forgiveness to 
the rest of tne household ; and it is out fair to add, 
that, havinff amply apologised, and promised better be- 
haviour in uie tune to come, they conducted themselves 
towards me ever afterwards with the greatest good 
feeling and attention. 

We did not enter Paris, but leaving it on one side, 
took the road bj Li^ge, and through &abaiit, towards 
Aix-la-Chapelle. It seemed to me as if a perpetual 
carnival were established. The villages, as we tr»» 
versed them, were all alive with the gaieties and dissi- 
pations of a fair; and strange to say, the occurrence of 
each festival seemed to keep pace with our arrival at 
the scene of the merry-making. I was greatly pleased 
with all that I saw, and enjoyed both the bustle of 
lii^ge, where there are extensive iron-works, and tlie 
monastic gravity of Aix-la-Chapelle, where Napoleon's 
mother kept, in my day, a species of court, and divided 
with the tomb of Uharlema^ne the notice of strangers. 
The people did not speak m very favourable terms of 
her Tmom they described as the empress-mother. On 
the contrary, they represented her to be avaricious in 
the extreme; so much so, indeed, as to visit the market 
in person, and cheapen the articles that nught be 
needed for her own household consumption.* But the 
circumstance which most of all gave to Aix-la-Chapelle 
its daims upon my notice was, that here the count, 
who had rejoined us near Paris, met, for the first time 
after three years' absence, his wife and family. And a 
very joyM greeting it was; for the countess came, 
witn her two daughters and her sister, to welcome her 
lord to his home, and a happier group it has seldom 
been my fortune to witness m any part of the world. 

We spent a couple of days at Aix-la-Chapelle, in 
order that the count and the countess might, according 
to etiquette, pay their respects to the empress-mother ; 
after which we proceeded to Brael— for such was the 

* The Light Dragoon's obsenratioiui agree in every respect with 
irhat higher and better authority haa told luu STapoleon's mother 
was very stingy ; yet there was a spirit of rationalism in it too. ** Yott 
wish me to spend more money," was her answer to many \<rho <:o\n!> 
plMined. "No^Iwill not. I BhaU Yia^« «XL X\i<«ft \&sv^ Va^vt^^^ 
ter §OB0) to fypport yet" 



114 THB LIGHT DBAGOOK. 

name of my master's cMteau, and of the gronnds at- 
tached to it. The former was a baronial castle, moated 
and drawbridged as in ancient times, of prodigious ex- 
tent, and confronted by stabling and coach-houses, 
where a hundred horses, with a dozen of carriages, 
might have been bestowed. The farm-yard was also 
capacious, and contained draught horses, cows, bulls, 
pigs, poultry, and all the usual appliances of a country- 
house, in abundance. So also the gardens, the orchards, 
and ihe woods, were extensive; yet over the whole 
hung an air of neglect and desolation, such as bespoke 
a family in decay, or suffering from extreme mismanage- 
ment in its affairs. I have reason to beHeve that to 3ie 
latter cause, rather than to the encroachments of time 
or pubHc calamity, the dilapidated condition of Brael 
was owing ; for the late count had, it appeared, nomi- 
nated his widow to be the guardian of the property 
during his son's absence, and the widow, being a woman 
of very irregular habits, cruelly abused the trust. The 
consequence was, that, when making a tour of the castle, 
I foWd myself waxidering from one nnfumiehed room 
to another; the very pictures themselves having been 
removed from the walls and sold, in order that means 
might be provided for the indulgence of her passion 
for gaming. I never shall forget the expression of the 
count's face when this scene of waste and desolation 
opened upon him. Not even the consciousness that he 
was again in the bosom of his family seemed for awhile 
to afford him any rehef ; indeed, I was half tempted to 
wonder that he did not apply to be sent back to his 
regiment, that, in the excitement and hurry of active 
service, his private mortifications might be rorgotten. 

The count was too Httle satisfied with his dilapidated 
and unfurnished castle to make there any lengthened 
stay ; yet a strong sense of duty urged biirn to visit his 
mother, who dwelt in another ch&teau, likewise his pro- 
perty, at the distance of five leagues from Brael. It was 
called Bolingdorf ; and thither, at the expiration of a 
few days, we proceeded. The old lady, eccentric in 
the ex&eme, gave us but a cool reception. We abode 
with her, nevertheless, upwards of a week, and greatly 
delighted the peasants and retainers by our display 
both of pomp and liberality, ioT ^e c«rajA,«ct«:fa:k%laxa 
domeBtica in new liyerieB, xodeto <^Q;\a^m^^»XAt«^ 
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gave a grand supper, to wMcli a ball succeeded, in the 
krffest of the bams that adjoined the mansion. Gk>ing 
to dinrch in state, however, much more feasting the lowly 
on costly viands, were not at all in the conn^ss's way ; 
80 she and her son were not slow in discovering that one 
house would be too small to contain them both. Where- 
fore onr family removed to my master's town house in 
Dnsseldorf ; and there, not unpleasantly, about a year 
of my existence was spent. 

Having now exchanged the condition of a soldier for 
Siat of a domestic in a private family, my readers will 
^bably a^ee with me in opinion, that our wisest 
course will oe, not to adhere any longer to the form of 
a connected narrative, but simply to describe such oc- 
currences as from time to time befel — ^to which at the 
moment some measure of interest was attached, and of 
which the remembrance is stiU cherished. Let me, 
then, begin by stating, that the year which I spent in 
the neighbourhood of the E.hine was that which wit- 
nessed the infliction of the flrst great blow upon the 
colossal empire of Kapoleon. The Eussian campaign 
was begun, and the drain of men and horses, not upon 
France alone, but upon all the States subject to French 
influence, was terrible. Among other districts, the 
duchy of Berg, of which Dusseldorf is the capital, re- 
ceived orders, early in 1813, to supplv the grand army 
with a reinforcement of five thousana infantry and five 
hundred cavalry. Instantly the conscription was called 
into play. Berg had alreaay been pretty well denuded 
of the stoutest and most active oi its youth; but the 
present demand was peremptory, and was carried out 
m total disregard of mercy. Accordingly, the names 
of all the male inhabitants oetween the ages of fifteen 
and fifty being already in the keeping of the proper 
authorities, a sort of lottery-drawing took place, and 
forth from the city went the gendarmes in every direc- 
tion to secure their prizes, fi was shocking to see the 
jjoor wretches brought in, twenty or tlurty m a string, 
tied round the neck with one cord, the end of whidb. 
was fisustened to a mounted policeman's saddle. And 
then, for their lodging, they nad a particukx b^st^sils.^ 
being well and ngidiy guarded liiexe \yy «i»'\iO^ Q?l ^^ 
T!reBcb eoldiera, every effort to comrpX. ^\lo%^ ^^^fi^ 
proved as ihutleiss as were the eii4ea?T0\n» V> ^ssx^^ ^"^ 

s2 
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deceive their vigilance. Om;e, and once only, a band 
of conscripts contrived, by rising suddenly upon the 
guard, to break through the bamer, of whom about 
two hundred effected l£eir escape : but even they, after 
wandering some days in the woods, were glad to give 
themselves up again ; for the authorities Having tt^en 
care to register each conscript as he came in, noting 
down the exact name and residence of his father ana 
mother, the conscript himself became firom that instant 
a m^re instrument m their hands. Had he deserted, 
they did not care so much as to look for him ; but they 
sent a patrol to his father's house, seized the old man, 
threw him into priscm, and kept him there till his soai 
came back to his standard. Tnere was not one of all 
the two hundred fugitives who was not by these means 
recovered ; for filial piety was in those days an active 
principle in Germany, nor was its power to influ^ice 
the benaviour of incuviduals ever more clearly shown 
than in the case of which I am now speaking. 

Such was the process by which five thousand men 
were, in the space of a few days, brought together. To 
collect the horses a device not less summary was 
adopted. Wherever the police agents saw witlun the 
duchy an animal which seemed to be fit for military 
service, they, without inquiring into its age or capa- 
bilities, seized it. The proprietor might complain, but 
who regarded hmn p He received, in compensation for 
the loss of his beast, an order upon the treasury fmr 
seven pounds sterling, which, in ninety-nine instances 
out of a hundred, proved to be worth its value in paper, 
and no more. 

The men and horses being ^thered together, the next 
thing was to officer and drifi them ; the former of which 
measures was carried out, at least in the cavalry, bv 
breaking u]^ the skeleton of a lancer regiment whida 
had served m Spain, and distributing the troopers, as 
captains, lieutenants, and sub-lieutenants, throughout 
th« aewly-raised levy. With respect again to th« in- 
fantry, I believe that an attempt was made to place 
them under the command of those of their own country- 
men to whom, in civil Ufe, they had been accustomed 
to look up ; but it very imperfe^y saecsefe^ibfiu "Be this, 
i^irerer, as it may, three abort -wefk^ ''^^ ^'^Jsjji^ 
U be granted for orgwiizui^ a»fiL tMMan^ "Oaa xft* 
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emits ; at the termination of which the whole were 
prononnoed fit for service, and receiyed the route to 
march into Bussia. Surely there never took the field 
8nch*a body of cavalry ; for the men were incapable of 
sitting their horses, and the horses unbroken to obey 
the bridle, far less the sound of the trumpet; and as to 
the infantry, they could prime and load, certainly, and 
fire, and load a^edn ; but of the evolutions of a common 
company's parade they knew nothing. Still the cry lor 
men was great at head quarters, and the order was 
issued for the Bergers to march, after their officers 
should have presented themselves at a ^rand entertain- 
ment which General Travier, the individual appointed 
by the authorities at Paris to superintend the equip- 
ment of the levies in this quarter^ had determined to 
give. 

I was present at the dinner, my master, Count Ool- 
stein, havmg purposely desired me to wait upon him- 
self; and a scene more perfectly ludicrous, more unlike 
to everything of the sort which I had ever witnessed 
before, never, I must admit, passed under my observa- 
^on. At the upper table, where sat General Travier, 
my master, the civil and military authorities of the 
place, and several men of rank fix)m the neighbouring 
districts, matters went forward pretty much as at 
public dinners they are wont to do; but among the 
gentry who crowded the long tables that stretched from 
one end of the haU to the other, a widely difierent state 
of things prevailed. There was scrambling and push- 
ing while the viands were before them,— one was neap- 
ing an entire dish of vegetables on his plate, another 
seizing and keeping possession of a joint or a stew. 
This gallant captain upset a butter-boat in his neigh- 
bour's lap, — ^that newly-fledged Heutenant poured a jug 
of gravy over the shoulder of his friend beside him. !fi 
was everywhere " make sure of what you can reaeh, 
and never think of asking whether anybody would like 
to share it with you." And then, when the process of 
giving toasts began, surely no caricaturist, in the most 
extravagant flight of his fancy, ever imagined aught so 
grotesque. General Travier, to be sure, pledged the 
emperor with great spirit; and, though not one in 
twenty understood a word oi 'wlasdCiV<fc^!KA,'^^&^^^^R^ 
till be Bat down, with cheeTft, T^u i<53^<3^^ ''^ '^ 
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cess to the grand army," whicli was prefaced by an 
assurance that " the gentlemen whom he had the 
honour to address were fortunate men, inasmuch as 
the J were about to march to certain glory, of which the 
frmts would be a speedy advancement to rank, distinc- 
tions, and wealth.' That, too, was cheered, not least 
Yociferously by those who could not comprehend a 
syllable of the argument which the eloquent speaker 
laboured to establish. But by-and-by wilder and louder 
words were heard. The gentlemen at the lower tables, 
conceiving that time was precious, helped themselves 
in bumpers, and soon got drunk ; whereupon the occu- 
pants of the high table withdrew ; and even my dispo- 
sition to laugh gradually exchanged itself for a sense of 
deep disgust, and I, though no\nse required to do so, 
followed my master. 

Next morning, at seven o'clock, five thousand Berger 
infantry, and five hundred cavalry, began their march 
towards Eussia. It was a piteous spectacle that, — ^for 
wives, and mothers, and sisters threw themselves wildly 
into the ranks, and the sound of lamentation rose hign 
above the notes of martial music. But what availed it P 
The decree had gone forth, — the ill-fated conscripts 
held their way, — and few, if any, ever returned to tell 
how it fared with them amid the snows and frosts of 
Muscovy. 

As the act of organizing this corps kept Dusseldorf 
in a state of extreme bustle, so the stillness that pre- 
vailed after the troops had marched struck me as some- 
thing awftd. You saw no human beings in the streets 
except women and children. Even the old men were 
few m number ; for the conscription, like the standard ' 
of height, was often stretched ; and they, like the 
women, seemed to be fairly bowed down with sorrow 
for the loss of their offspring. Every occurrence, there- 
fore, which promised in anv way to break in upon the 
gloom of total maction was hailed, at least by me, as a 
relief; and two there did occur, very different in them- 
selves to be sure, yet both so striking that I cann^' 
think of passing them by unnoticed. 

The first was the execution of a woman and 
paramour for the murder of the husband of the fom 
ilte deceased had, it appeared, "by inigaiity «iJi^ — 
"w labour, contriyed to amaas Bome iQ.oii.ey «a % 
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of brooms, which brooms he was in the habit of cutting 
in a wood not far from the city. He, therefore, finding 
years increase upon him, hired a man to assist him, 
and his wife proceeded to form with that person an 
illicit connexion. They say that Love is blind, and, 
without all doubt, he showed himself, in this instance, 
to be at least fearfully short-sighted; for while the 
frail fair one was really a handsome woman, the gallant, 
if not absolutely deformed, was but by a hair-breadth 
removed from deformity. Nevertheless he had charms 
in the eyes of the broom-maker's wife, so irresistible, 
that at last it was agreed between them that the 
husband should be put out of the way. 

The poor man was missed ; but as his wife repre- 
sented him to have gone on a visit to some relatives at 
a distance, nobody mquired further, and for several 
weeks all went on smoothly. At the termination of 
this interval, however, a body was found, very much 
decomposed, yet distinguishable as that of the broom- 
maker, floating on the surface of a pond or small lake, 
which lay deep in the forest whence his besoms used to 
be drawn. It was immediately conveyed into the city, 
and the woman and her lover being arrested, arr^ge- 
ments were made for putting them on their trial. How 
closely does the eye of Providence watch over the life 
of man; and how rarely are they who shed man's blood 
permitted to escape. Two children, the eldest only 
eleven years old, had, as it now came out, been spec- 
tators of the butchery. They saw the old man — ^for he 
was full sixty years of age — come, with his journeyman 
and his wife, to his accustomed spot, and stoop down, 
as he was wont to do, for the purpose of cutting the 
lieather where it was longest. He was thus employed 
when his servant stole behind and feUed him to the 
ground with a blow from a bludgeon. The blows were 
repeated till his victim ceased to struggle; and then he, 
with his paramour, dragged the body to the edge of the 
pond and threw it in. But life, as it appeared, had not 
been extinguished; for the guilty pair turning round, 
after they had proceeded some way from the spot, 
beheld their victim dragging himself towards the shore 
by means of the bulrushes which grew in large quan- 
tities round the edges of tlie i^oii^. "VasXiss^S^ *^iw^ 
woman tamed back, andy Beizim:^ tk )QtQQrQX^\^as:^^< 
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pushed her hnBband back into the water, and held him 
under tiU he expired. 

These facts having been proTed at the trial, ihere 
could, of course, be no doubt as to the nature of the 
sentence. Both cnminals were condemned to be guillo- 
tined; but as it was necessary in those days to get iiie 
sentence of death confirmed, at Paris, Beyeral weeks 
elapsed ere the wretched pair were taught that with 
them the business of the world was ended. Hie woman, 
I was assured, made very strenuous efforts to obtam, 
if not a pardon, at least a commutation of her sentence. 
She offered to pay as much as ten thousand dollars into 
the imperial treasury. Yet the emperor, or his repre- 
sentatives, though sorely pressed for the sinews of war, 
refused, point blank, to liave any deaHnp with her. 
Accordingly the day was fixed, and at the tima tf- 
pointed she and her partner in crime were brought 
from the prison to the scaffold, each in an open c«t, 
and each attended by a j»riest, who seemed, to do him 
Justice, most assiduous m the disdiarge of his duly. 
The wretched woman looked to her spiritual oomforter 
with attention. Her whole demeanour, likewifie, was 
that of one who knows that it is the rererse oi a light 
matter to die; whereas the man, either from ignorance, 
or because he was more master of himself, exhibited no 
symptoms at aU of coneem. Both were, however, firm ; 
nor did she, even when the executioner stripped her to 
the waist, shrink from her doom. But I must not ^ 
on. It is a horrible species of punishment. Easy it 
may be to the dehnquent, when compared with strai^gu- 
lation; but on the spectator the efiect is £ar more dis- 
gusting : for there is somethmg frightM in the literal 
sheddmg of blood, especially as by the guillotine it is 
shed---in torrents. Ijet me, then, be eontent to state, 
that in Ihree seconds i^r they had been fastened to 
the machine they lay before us, successively, headless 
trunks; while we, or at least 1, turned away, utteriy 
sickened by the spectacle of which I had been tfayO 
witness. 

The second anecdote whidi I imdertook to repeat 
haa reference to a phenomenon on which, for aught I 
Jknow tx> the oontrary, may be ioMsAe^ ^<& -wc^-^s^o^inL 
legend which Tecoros tlie deatrac^on. cS. ^ Xj^r^sflasA. 
^wfixkhk own castle, on 'Qfte'BiJMnB.Ayj «». S3SK»^d 
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rats. The country about Dusseldorf is subject to pe- 
riodical yisitationB £rom myriads of field-mice, l^se 
tiny marauders advance in such numbers, i^t every 
effort to destroy them £euls; and wherever they go 
they mow down the stranding wheat before them, as 
surely and weUni^ as quickly as a band of reapers. 
They feed entirely on tne roots of the stalk ; and, 
grubbing for their food, while the stalk is yet green, 
uiey utterly destroy as they go forward. Moreover, 
they can neither be arrested nor turned out of their 
direct route; but forward they go, like thd hurricane, 
in a straight line, and their operations are scarcely 
than the hurricane less destructive. I tried to per- 
suade the people that, if they would only dig a &ep 
and wide ixenok across the field, the small marauders 
would be stopped; but they paid to attention to me. 
And the consequence was, mat, throughout a space of 
several miles — on a plateau not very wide, to be sure, 
but exceedingly fertue — all the labours of tiie seed-time 
were render^^ profitless, and the husbandmen entirely 
cheated of their harvest. At last the army of foragers 
reached a running stream, whidbi they coxud not pass ; 
and I believe that, in their efforts to do so, they all 
perished. 

The people of Berg are very superstitious, and« in 
<me sense of the phrase, extremely philosophical. ISo 
sooner were the mice gone, than they set about col- 
lecting the damaged grain, laying it up as forage for 
the cattle during the winter. And, while they drug- 
ged their shoifiders, and declared that the visitation 
eame from Grod, and could not, therefore, be avoided, 
ihey comforted themselves by the anticipation of a 
crop, tenfold more abundant than tiiat which had been 
lost, on the followiug- autumn. I have reason to believe 
that the calculation in question never fails them. 
Whether it is that the nnce manure the land as they 
go on, or that the removal of the grain by the process 
of mining spares the solL more than if it were reaped, I 
cannot pretend to say; but experience has shown, that 
the season immediately succeeding that of a visitation 
of the sort is invariably more prolific, by many degrees, 
than the seasons usually are. So bountiful is nature in 
an her arraD^^ements, even Y9\i.eii ^e %^^;i&& «i(»^<QafifiAiH^ 
have dedarea war against tib. 
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Time passed; and each new week-— I might have 
said each new day — ^beheld detachment after detach- 
ment arrive from the interior of France, halt to orga» 
nize itself, and provide horses for the conveyance of its 
baggage, and then push on, as the event proved, to 
certain destruction. Every animal that could move or 
carry a load, be it ever so trifling, was, of course, taken 
up, and my kind master, among others, parted with all . 
his stud, leaving me, for the m*st time since I joined 
him, entirely destitute of employment. It was under _ 
, these circumstances, and with his entire approbation, 
that I consented to transfer my services to an English 
family, called Grainger, then resident in the place, and 
with them for awhile I lived in great comfort, albeit 
certainly not in idleness. But the crisis had come, on 
which, at a period not remote, he would have been 
accounted insane, who should have reckoned; and 
bands of stragglers, making their way back to their 
homes, told us of the entire overthrow of the grand 
army. The battle of Leipsio was fought; and the 
wreck of the combatants might, it appeared, be ex- 
pected in ftill retreat for the Siine, which they desired 
to interpose between themselves and their pursuers. 
Moreover, the vigilance of the French in guardung their 
prisoners, as well on the German as on the opposite 
side of the river, seemed to relax; and, one after an- 
other, the captives regained their freedom, though not 
without the endurance of much suffering. I remember 
one bitter cold day, in the depth of the winter of 1813-14, 
goin^ out early in the morning for the purpose of 
washing the carriage, and encountering at the yard- 
gate a spectacle which greatly interested me. It was 
a young man, dripping with wet, from whose person 
the icides were hanging, and who earnestly besought 
me to tell whether there was not an Englishman in the 
place. After a little discussion I made myself known, 
and learned that he, a coimtryman of my own, with 
three others, had escaped from a d&p6t of prisoners on 
the other side, and, swimming the Khine, were now all 
but dead from cold, having crouched together through- 
out the night in a gravel-pit. I took them in, as may 
be supposed, carried them to Wie aeCTOB^.'eJ \iail, lighted 
• good £re in the stove, anditom tcl^ o^ra.'^^xtos^ 
^nppUed them with a chaaig© oi ^e«&» ^1 ToaaiysL 
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likewise beliaved to tliem with great kindness; and, 
concealing them for a while, we eventually contrived 
to pass them on, by a route which secured to them a 
good chance o^ reaching England in safety. They had, 
it appeared, been mates of merchant-vessels, in which 
capacity they were taken; and the name of one was 
Bobinson, from Tooley-street, in the Borough. I can- 
not recal to my remembrance the precise channel 
through which intelligence of their safe return to Lon- 
don reached me; yet I know that they did escape in a 
smuggler from Holland. I hope that they have since 
prospered. 

The Englishmen were scarcely gone, when evidences, 
more and more conclusive, of the turn which affairs had 
taken at Napoleon's head-quarters, began everywhere 
to exhibit themselves. Rumour after rumour came in 
of fresh disasters sustained, and of a universal dispo- 
sition exhibiting itself throughout the whole of the 
Ithenish provinces, to rise agamst the iron yoke under 
which they had so long lain. The people, indeed, were 
everywhere ea^er to be led against their oppressors; 
but chiefs to direct the insurrection were wanting, and 
the consequence was, that an outbreak which occurred 
at Elberfeldt was put down, with great loss to the in- 
surgents. It was determined, also, by the victors to 
make an example of four of the ringleaders, by putting 
them publiclj to death in the four most populous towns 
in the district; and one, an unfortunate weaver, was 
brought to Dusseldorf, that he inight there imdergo 
the sentence which a court-martial had awarded. I 
went to the great square, for the purpose of witnessing 
his execution; and a very shocking sight it was. The 
poor man, who had been wounded in the battle, was 
carried upon a sort of litter, by four French grenadiers, 
and laid down in the market-place, scarcely if at all 
conscious of what was going on. The coffin had already 
been prepared for him, and he was thrown on iiie 
ground beside it; in which attitude he was shot, I verily 
believe, after the breath had gone forth from the body. 
Neither this barbarous act, however, nor many more 
of a like nature, sufficed to stem the tide of events 
which swept irresistibly onwards. The period of French" 
domination w&a come, and ike \&p&e oi «tie7? ^«:^^TSia^ 
sUpartdea, wheiker friends or ioe^i VN«x^ oi^^^^wJ^ 
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Wlule I was looking, like all arotmd me, for wliat 
eajcb. new day mi^ht bnn^ forth, I chanced, oaoe npoii 
a time, to pass through tne market-place, where I eih 
conntered a man leading a mule by the halter, whom I 
felt myself irresistibly compelled to examine closely. 
My snrprise may be miagined when I recognised« in 
the squalid object before me, the same Joseph, who, 
on my first capture in Spain, had behaved to me wiflL 
BO much kindness. He nad, it appeared, followed bii 
master all the way to Moscow, and shared in the hud- 
Bhips of the subsequent retreat, at some stage in whidi 
the general was wounded, and sent on, with others in a 
simikr plight, to France. Joseph, howenrer, did not 
accompany him, but marched with his mule, through- 
out that inclement season, which cost the inyaders of 
I^ussia so many lives, and utterly destroyed the French 
army. I took nim to my home, of course, and strangiy 
tirged his making his way to England through Holland; 
but he refused to act- on my advice. '' ^e mule is 
loaded with my master's property," said he, '' and I 
cannot bear the thought ot wronging him of one 
fragment of it. I will ^e my chance, penetrate into 
IFrance, and, having delivered it up, return home as 
I best can." There was no blaming him for actine 
on a principle of such perfect hones^, so I contented 
myself with giving him a share of my worldly goodfl, 
and recommending him to keep well ahead oi uud i^ 
treating army, I saw him to the edge of the £Jiine, and 
there took leave of him. 

I had just parted from Joseph, when I learned £com 
some market-people that a corps of French troops was 
in ^ill march towards the town. About noon they 
arrived, some six or seven hundred in number, brinjgiog 
with them two eight-pounders and a howitzer. Thej 
encamped outside me barrier, whither, with many more^ 
I went to see thenL Never have I beheld troops in 
such a pitiable plight. Their arms, I believe, wore 
Berviceaple enough, but their clothes were all in tatters; 
and their frames, emaciated from constant &tigue, and 
the absence of regularity in their diet, seemed altogetiitf 
imagnal to any rarther exertion. Their morale, like- 
wiBe, appeared to be affectedL«hn.o«^m«XL««^ld0me 
with their physical powerB, iot "Vha 'vcir^ i^aas^ q1 %^vm 
"^ ': made them Bkuddex, ttnA.1iherj^«i» wv^TjiOcsHw 
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pible of showing any steady front, if attacked. Nor* 
ndeedy was it intended that they should attempt a 
skmd on this side of the Ehine, the object of weir 
movement cm Dusseldorf beings to get possession of the 
flying bridge, and to carry that, with ereij boat and 
barge that lay near, oat of the reach of their pursuers. 
Aecordinffly, after a halt of a few days, dnring which 
period Buonaparte with his staff and body-gnard 
arriTed, and a regiment of cavalry with some more 
iifluitry joined them, the whole moved off without 
lundng Offered to the town the slightest molestation, 
and e^ablished themselves in a camp which had already 
been formed alon^ the farther bank, and from which 
boUi ther and their leaders hoped to guard effectoallT 
against we passage of the Ehine by toe allies. 



CHAPTEE XIV. 

ftet <mt fbr England — ^Adrentares by the way — ^Embark at Hd« 
Toetehiys — ^Harwich — SailocB* Fun — ^March for London. 

Texbb is something very sad in the contemplation of 
such a total wreck as had by this time overtaken the 
Erench armies, however merited the downfal of the 
discomfited may be; and there occurred a little inci- 
dent which sumciently proved that the inhabitants of 
Dusseldorf at least were not insensible to the feeling. 
After the last of the boats had been carried across the 
river, about five-and-twenty invalid French soldiers, 
"vdiom their comrades had overlodced, and who re- 
mained in one of the hospitals, discovered that they 
had been abandoned, and, rushing out into the streets, 
exhibited amid their weakness, the most distressing 
symptoms of despair. They ran to the water's edge, 
adjinred their countrymen to save them, and, in several 
instances, made an edfort to throw themselves into the 
river. The citizens looked on with great compassioa 
for & while, after which they took the poor fellows to 
their homes, and, hiding them in places where they had 
at least a chance of escaping observation, th^ fed. and 
nwned them there with greaJt teikieTii&%«. \ yssi. ^a^ 
bAt iiiain my power to add, iltubib ^iQ&\sas!^s^is3i ^^ 
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Dusseldorfers was not wasted. The inyalids contrired 
to elude the notice both of E/Ossians and Prossians; 
and, being supplied with money and other necessaries 
for the journey, were, on the recoyery of their strength, 
sent home to their own country. 

It was on the 13th of November, 1813, that the last 
of the French army passed the Bhine; and the same 
day, about noon, i learned from some countrymen 
whom I met in a wine-house, that bands of Cossacks 
were hovering about in the fields, at no great distance* 
"Now, we had not been taught to think too highly eithfer 
of the self-denial or the honesty of the Cossacks; and I 
confess that the intelligence rendered me very uneasy, 
on account of my mistress and the female domestics of 
the family. I therefore hurried home, warned my 
poor mistress — ^whose husband had gone from home— 
of the danger that menaced, and ^ve her all the aid 
which I could frimish, in guardmg against it. The 
first thing done, was to direct the cook to have an 
abundant supply of provisions ready: the next, to get 
lip from the cellars wine and spirits, enough to cheer 
the hearts of half a regiment. After this, I persuaded 
the baroness to retreat with her children and nurses up 
stairs into one of the bed-rooms, and to barricade the 
door on the inside, so as to hinder it from being easily 
opened. Then, having seen matters arranged, as far 
as circumstances would allow, I strolled out, partly to 
ascertain how far danger really threatened, partly to 
gratify the sort of nervous curiosity by which all men, 
so situated, are apt to be afiected. 

It was night when I entered the streets, throughout 

the whole compass of which not a living thing showed 

itself. The shops were all closed, every window was 

dark, and not so much as the stroke of anammer broke 

in upon the deathlike silence. I wandered on and on, 

seeing nothing, and hearing nothing, except the dank 

of my own footsteps on 9ie pavement. At last I 

turned towards a public-house, which I had been in the 

habit of frequentmg; and finding the door shut, I 

knocked. For a considerable space no notice was tsdcen 

of the signal; but I knocked again and again; and in 

the end, the sound of the \)o\tmmtocwTifeoTs\.\\a ^osikat 

j Mc &ed me. By and by t"he door cTetik.e^ OTi.S^\xfl\%<i», 

■■ «!iiiie hoBt stood in tiie yexy ■uatro'NT «;^«s\!Qct^,>i^* 
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uidle in Hs hand, by the flame of which I could 
e that he was pale as ashes. "What's the 
, Boniface?" crieal; "has anything happenedP'* 
othing at all," replied he, drawing a deepl)reath; 
Y thought it might be the CossacSs." From this 
led, that the arrival of these people was mo- 
ily expected; so, having dmnk a glass of wine, 
nversed for a few moments with mine host, I 
I home. 

ight be about nine o'clock when the first strag- 
arty of Cossacks entered Dusseldorf. Their ad- 
vas conducted with extreme caution; for they 
ner passed one gate, than they put their horses 
speed, and galloped helter-skelter through, 
ng by the gate opposite. Having thus satisfied 
Ives that there was no garrison in the place, 
etumed to the gate through which they had 
liown themselves, and there formed. They 
d next to the market-place, where they halted, 
mgh the inhabitants, perceiving but a handful of 
mtured to come forth and invite them into their 
, not one of these wild and wary warriors woidd 
js station. They sat down, to be surcj to the 
f^hichwere soon spread for them in the open air, 
3 and drank as savages are accustomed to do, 
ive long fasted. But though they vociferated 
ehght as often as a cry arose, " Long live the 
or Alexander," they steadily refused to enter 
1 a roof. 

•uffhout the whole of that night the Cossacks 
Led to receive, by twos and three, a fresh acces- 
' numbers. At first not more than twenty or 
aad entered the town; when day broke, about 
Dupied the square; and they were soon after- 
reinforced by about 500 Prussian lancers. These 
led, without delay, to obtain billets upon the in- 
its; and taking quiet possession of the apart- 
that were allottea to them, they exhibited no 
tion to molest or offer injury to their enter- 
The case was very different, when, a few 
later, a battalion of Bussian infantry, with a 
at of horse, entered the town. They did not so 
8 go through the form, oi acr^yoi!^ iQt\s^<8j«^\ 
Jading themselves tiQXOU^ m<^ \«m»^^l "^w^ 
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possession by parties of whatever domiciles seemed to 
attract tlieir notice, or hold out the prospect of agree- 
aNe goaarters. Neither did thej stop mere. Whde 
fandhes were tamed into the street: the grossest out- 
rages perpetrated <hl the wcmien: horses were pat up 
in the T^ry drawing-rooms, and the costliest artLdes of 
fumitore broken np far firewood. Ab to the woric oi 
phmder, that went on without the smallest interraption, 
and no homan being appeared to bliish for it. Among 
others, oar house was Tuited by two officers of caraliy 
and a troop of their men. They knocked fbrioiisly at 
the gate; and though I lost no tmie in opening it, tnej 
orerwhehned me mth abase because I had kept them 
waiting. They demanded quarters for themselyes and 
a superior officer. I showed them into a couple of 
rooms in the lower stoiy, where beds had been piu> 
posely prepared; and replied to their orders eonceming 
dinner, that it should be forthcoming immediately. 
And thanks to the brayery of my coontrywoman, tbe 
eook, who revised to retreat with the rest of the female 
servants, and stood to her utensils all day, I was en* 
abled, within ten minutes, to set before them a samp- 
tuous meaL 

The Bussians expressed themselyes both surprised 
and f^ased at the rapidity with which their wants 
were supplied. They drank copiously, too, firom a 
magnum of white Burgundy, which, naying no good 
Shenish in the house, I set before th^n as c£oic8 
Markobruner, and desiring that tea might be ready in 
a couple of hours, they walked abroad. And now 
began my troubles with the men. So long as ths 
officers continued on the spot, the privates bore them- 
selves with some show of moderation; but moderation 
was now at an end. They clamoured for food, drink, 
everything of whidi they ^ncied themselyes in need, 
and made a rush to storm the kitchen, which the codic 
defended with great resolution. At last, however, by 
dint of expostulation and entreaty, I prevailed upon 
them to desist; and a bountiM supply of black pod^ 
dings and ^ soon restored them to good humour. 

Meanwhile, fiyins portions of these savages had waif 
dered all over iJie mJose, trym^ e^erj Assot, and enter- 
ing every apaortment to "^R^cSbi ^iSwK^ iotvos^ «R.^:«iii« 
Among othera, they loL&d. t^nfie os \l!afwK» 'Vs&fi^'C&fc^is^ 
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of that behind which my mistress and her family lay; 
but finding it fastened, they did not burst through, 
yery much to the rehef of the parties within, who were 
weilnigh killed with terror. They were not, however, 

. so deucate in their dealings with our horses: ^ese 
they turned out of the stauiB into the streets, putting 
their own under cover, and feeding them with our 
forage. In short, it was a day and a night of extreme 
anxiety even to me; of agony and terror to the rest. 
Nevertheless, it passed by with perhaps less of suffer- 
ing than might fairly have been expected. And on the 
morrow, my mistress, perceiving mat no personal vio- 
lence was likely to be offered to her, ventured to quit 
herplace of refiige. 

Her first step was to wait upon the officers, who 
chanced to be at breakfast, and to remonstrate with 
them against the treatment which her horses had re- 
ceived. They did not so much as rise when she en- 
tered the apartment; but asking with a sneer, whether 
she thought her horses, or those belonging to the Em- 
peror, of greater worth, they told her, point blank, that 
things should remain as they were. She instantly 
withdrew, and burst into tears. But tears were of 
small avail in such a situation as that into which the 
fortune of war had brought her, and she was con- 
demned in consequence, throughout a space of four 
whole days, to sustain as she best might, the wrongs 
and insults to which foreign soldiers subjected her. 

During four whole days this state of thmgs continued, 
and Dusseldorf was the scene of indescribable misery. 
Each new hour brought an accession to the numbers of 
the troops that filled it, tiU by and by not fewer than 
10,000 to 12,000 must have taken uj) their quarters 
there. As a matter of course, the inhabitants were 
expelled from one apartment after another, to make 
way for men and horses. The streets, also, were 
strewed with fragments of broken fiimiture, beds, 
<}hairs, curtains, cooking utensils; and the noise of 
revelry rose above sounos which told of outrage suf- 
fered and feelings lacerated. But the most curious 
figures in that strange scene were the Cossacks : for a 
Cossack accoutred for war, bears as little resemblance 
to a human being as it is "poasiAAfe ^ <ic>rMi««^. ^^"^ 

a^^ire conskis of an accxmralofeoii oi x^^ ^'i ^^6f«^» 
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fastened about liis trunk and limbs, witb ropes or 
bands of straw: bis doak is not nnfrequently a bear- 
skin, witb a bole cat, in order to let bis bead pass 
tbrougb; over wbicb again is drawn a red wodlea 
nigbt-cap, so closely, as to leave no part of bis eonnte- 
nance visible except tbe small piercing red eyes» or Ha 
sharp cbeek-bones. Moreover, tbe Cossack is so ^- 
veloped in swaddling-clotbes, tbat eacb limb appears afl 
tbick as an ordinary man's waist, and eacb waist like a 
goodly pollarded oak. As to bis arms and appoint- 
ments, tnese consist always of a lance, long and stout, 
and beaded witb steel; orben of a bow and a quiver fiiU 
of arrows, as well as of pistols stuck in profusion round 
bis body. His borse again is as rougb as a polar bear, 
email of stature, yet exceedingly bardy; and as to tiie 
saddle, according to tbe beigbt of tbat you may judge 
of eacb man's personal weaUiL For a Cossack never 
stuffs bis plunder anywbere but in tbe croup of bis 
eaddle, wbidi, as be is a capital forager, grows bigber 
and bigber, till, towards tbe end of tbe campaign, its 
sbape is portentous. Finally, a Cossack n^ever un- 
dresses till tbe campai^ bas ended, nor tbinks of 
sleeping in a bed. He is accordingly a moving mass 
of mik and vermin: yet, witbal, burdy, active, acute, 
and brave — a very locust to tbe land ovot wbiob be 
sweeps as a conqueror, a very bomet to tb& flying 
enemy, wbom it is bis business to barass. 

Up to tbe present moment, tbe Frencb bad be^L in 
possession or one bank of tbe Sbine, tbe allies of tbe 
otber; yet, by neitber party was an attempt made to 
break m upon tbe repose of its adversaries. On 
tbe side of tbe Frencb ibis forbearance was purelv 
voluntary, far tbey bad in battery opposite to Dussel' 
dorf, two 8-pounaers, and a bowiteer. Tbe alliesi I 
am afraid, could lay claim to no merit on tbat score, 
seeing tbat tbey were destitute of eanncoi, and pos- 
sessed not a single boat wberewitb to try ihe effect of 
a passage. But tbe cannon for wbicb tbey bad re- 
peatedly sent, came up at last; and one nignt, orders 
were given to plant eisht 12-pounders above luid below 
the town, so as to &xow ui^on. tbe Frencb camp a 
croBB'jSr^ Having 'been msAe vn«sq oil ^<& Saso^o^of 
these orders, and being deaVroMS oi Vj^<b%'sva^\)wb &^ 
^^ihe first discbarge, jLinaAe*mieTea\.vi.VhL^^tk^^«i^ 
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of the jail, to wliom I was personaUv known, and was 
W Tiim admitted into a cell in one or the tipper storieB, 
imence an extensive view of the snrronnmng countiT 
obnld be obtained. I took my place beside me barrea 
window, just as the first grey streaks of dawn appeared 
in the sky, and the intensity of interest with wnieh I 
watched diem gradually extend, I have no power of 
labgnage to describe. At last the morning came: ihere 
was nothing remarkable in it for a brief space; and in 
the French camp all seemed security and peace. The 
hnts had been built with ^eat regularity: they were 
filled with slimibering soldiers; not a man indeed ap- 
peared to be awake throughout the whole encamp- 
ment, except the sentries, and horses and mules stood 
picketed in numbers near. In a moment afterwards 
what a change was there! The allied guns opened. 
Crash went the huts, down fell horses and mules j fort^ 
from their sleeping-places rushed crowds of men, only 
that they might the more expose themselves to t^e 
showers of round and grape that fell among them; 
while here and there a human form stretched upon the 
eartii, or dragging itself along, gave evidence tnat not 
m vain had round and grape sped upon their coune. 
It was a horrid spectacle, for the wretches thus cut 
down neither had offered, nor could offer, the smallest 
resistance; and their retreat itself, though begun with- 
out the loss of a moment, did not carry them for some 
time out of the reach of their destiny. 

The French appeared to have been taken so muoh 
by surprise that they made, for awhile, no reply to 
this ruae salutation. By degrees, however, their artil- 
lerists recovered their self-possession, and sharply and 
well their guns spoke back, sending round shot into 
many a house, ana setting fire to more than one store 
of combustibles. On our side, however, as every pos- 
sible preparation had been made to meet this exigency, 
buckets and engines were all ready, and the names 
were soon extinguished. But besides that some lives 
were lost, more than one domicile received a mark of 
what war will do, in the shape of a round-shot lodged 
even in its inner chambers, which not to this day, I 
have reason to believe, have the Dusseldorfers thou^t 
it necessary to efface. 

The fbring continued oil "boftx siifts ^SS^. ^svSt, ^^fw^ 

1^ 
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the allies, liaving levelled the enemy's camp with the 

ground, ceased, and the enemy withdrew their gmig 
om a position which was no longer tenable. Bnt our 
people were not willing to let the matter end there, 
Having ascertained that two horse-boats had been scut- 
tled jnst before the French evacuated the place, theofficer 
commanding caused them to be raised, and in the course 
of half-an-honr they were repaired and made seaworthy. 
Immediately one hundred !Frussian grenadiers, headed 
by a brave and enterprising young" officer, volunteered 
to make a dash upon the town oi Eberfeldt, where it 
was well known that most of the boats removed from 
the Dusseldorf side had been laid up. The offer was 
accepted, of course ; and about midmght this handful 
of gallant fellows shoved off, carrying with them the 
best wishes of their countrymen. It appeared that 
they managed all things with equal prudence and 
bravery. Tney landed without observation, the French 
suspecting nothing on that side, and therefore having 
no sentries planted. They crept up towards the sate 
of the town, and lay down, waiting till the hour of re- 
lief should come round. It struck at last. They heard 
the relief muster inside ; they saw the drawbrioge fall, 
and the gate roll back, and men, without so much as a 
cry, they sprang forward. The guard were bayoneted to 
a man, and into the town they rushed. What can sol- 
diers do when thus surprised r That night a battalion 
of five hundred men, a general, and twenty officers of 
inferior rank, became prisoners to this handful of gre- 
nadiers, who seized them in their beds; and, when day- 
light came, the inhabitants of Eberfeldt were at once 
astonished and delighted to see that their town was in 
possession of the aDies. 

The glad tidings soon spread to Dusseldorf, and boats ' 
coming over, crowds of curious persons hastened to as- 
certain how matters had §one with the party. Among 
others, I must needs visit Eberfeldt, and a curious 
Bcene of revelry and triumph it presented. The [Rus- 
sians occupied the great square, the French having 
been unceremonious^ thrust into the common jail, and 
there, with the inhabitants oi alii!LT«x^i^ vii<i\>Qth sexes, 
^ey Trere carouBing. But not toThiAi^^^oii ii<ss:i&\^ 
. tidings of the nigbrB -work TMuSLe t\ifc\i ^^^^ . Kit ^\iS!kK«., 
"• plftw fioaroely nine lan^JddoL inaiftft ^Wsi^ % ^sk^vkss 
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of six tliousand Frencli troops lay ; and these, made 
aware of the disaster that had overtaken their com- 
rades, hastened to avenge it. It was carious to watch 
the progress of things. Guns, tumbrils, ammuLoition- 
wagons, military stores of every description, quanti- 
ties of bullion, of small arms, and great coats, were 
run down to the water's-edge, and embarked ; while, 
by-and-by, the idlers, whom curiosity had brought into 
danger, began to hurry as fast as possible bevond the 
readi of it. For, strange to say, though a lodgment, 
was thus made, there existed no intention on the part 
of the aUies to hold the ground on the enemy's bank 
of the river, and the hundred grenadiers received, . in 
consequence, no reinforcement. Accordingly, the news 
no sooner spread that an enemy's column was advanc- 
ing, than helter-skelter all ran for the beach ; and, in 
a few minutes, it seemed doubtful whether boats 
enough would remain to carry back again the handful 
of heroes who had so well accomplished the task com- 
mitted to them. 

The Prussian officer, however, was a ffood soldier in 
every sense of the word. He did not nepect his line of 
retreat ; he marched a party down to the river, whidi 
at once took and kept possession of as manv boats as 
were judged necessary. He then cooUv planted his 
men under cover of certain houses whicn commanded 
the road by which the French must advance, and saluted 
the head of the column, as soon as it arrived within 
range, with a volley. A smart skirmish followed, in 
which the Prussians lost, I think, three men ; but it 
was not of long . continuance. The officer had done 
his duty; he tiaerefore retreated in excellent order, 
and, carrying with him his wounded, arrived on the 
opposite shore, amid the enthusiastic i^outs of his com- 
rades. 

All this while the force of the allies continued to in- 
crease in and around Dusseldorf. Every farm-house 
and hovel in the neighbourhood was filled with troops, 
who, with their horses, literally licked up everythmg 
that was fit for food; tiU, by-and-by, about twenty 
thousand men were ready to oebouch by the opening 
which our Priissians had made. Among other arrivals^ 
I must not omit to mention that o{ t\ie^S^aj(^l^^^^ii»s% 
corps originally raised by aPruaaiasi u'^'^*'^^^ 
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his' master, for reasons of state, had sent into banish- 
ment. GRiese men, with their leader, had long existed 
by plunder, which ihej carried off from far and near, 
and stored up in their hannts among the Hartz moim- 
tains. Bnt when the crisis came, the chief of the band 
made a tender of his services to the allied soyereigns : 
he was pardoned and accepted; and the battles of 
Leipsic and Hennau bear testimony to the reckless 
brayery which marked his own proceedings and those 
of his loUowers. His men were weU mounted ; he had 
equipped them in black, and they bore upon the fronts 
of their chakos the same emblems which our own Black 
Brunswickers used to bear — namely, the elmJl and 
oross-bones. But though the rumour of their approach 
excited unspeakable alarm in Dusseldorf, I am bound 
to state that, when they did come, they conducted 
themselyes with at least as much of regularity as any 
other body of armed men in the town. Two of their 
officers were quartered upon us, and we found them in 
all respects civil, and even modest. 

TheBlack Hussars, with the rest of the forces as- 
•embled in Dusseldorf, broke up in due isme, and took 
the road to Paris. Other heavy columns moved simul- 
taneously with them from Coloe^ne and Coblents ; and 
the newspapers, which circulatea freely, told us, day by 
day, of some fresh triumph obtained, and some pro- 
▼inoe liberated. Such a state of things naturally ex- 
etted in my mind a strong desire to revisit the land of 
my birth; and as spring came on, I only waited the 
return of my master in order to carry this natural and 
cherished scheme into execution. He came at last, 
bringing with him a letter from my mother, whom he 
had seen, and informed of my well-being ; and who, 
erroneously conceiving that I mtended to Hye and die 
abroad, proposed to bSI off her little property, and join 
xne at Ihzsseldorf. But this kind proposal only sharp- 
ened my zeal to breathe once more the atmosphere 
which I had breathed in my childhood; and suspecting 
tiiat my master would throw impediments in the way, 
I set about makingmy preparations yery quietly. At 
hat I told him. He was surprised, yexed, and, per- 
i>^s, £K)mewhat unjust*, Yie reiuae^ «b\ii^t to let me ^ 
^^fiokout three xnontba* notice, anA.i?^«^^'t^i«vs\«^^QKa^ 
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he Beat me away with lesg of kindness than I conceiyed 
that I had merited. I did not, however, resent the in^ 
jury ; but, retiring to a public-house, packed my little 
all into as narrow a compass as possible, and made 
ready to be^ my homeward journey on the morrow. 

Though Duss^dorf had been to me the land of 
strangers, there were some kind hearts there which I 
was K>aith to leave behind. This was particularly tho 
case in reference to my first master and friend, Saron 
Golstein. Yet it would have been strange, had the 
consciouBness of liberty recovered not very much out- 
weighed these natural regrets ; and I am not ashamed 
to acknowledge that zny step was light and buoyant 
as, for the last time, I traversed the streets of that 
ancient town : besides, I was not an object of any one's 
compassion. Two good suits of clothes I could call mj 
own, besides a watdi, and thirty odd Prussian dollars 
in money; while my travelling companion was a poodle 
dog, whose gambols served to while away many a 
vacant hour, and whose sagaciiywas not mferior to 
that of his kind in generaL My first day's march, 
which carried me to Gneldres, was performed in the 
highest spirits; and my reception there having been 
all that the heart of man could wish, my second begaa 
under circumstances nowise less propitious. 

It was a fine fresh morning, the 3rd of April, 181^ 
when this second march beg^an. Having a considerable 
distimce to accomplish, X started betmies, and was 
passing over an extensive heath — ^my pipe in my mouth, 
and my dog frisking round me— when far ahead I dis- 
covered tiie form of a man, and I quickened my pace, 
desiring to overtake him. I gained upon the stranger 
sufficiently to observe that he wore a glazed hat and a 
Iffown coat, — the former, at least, affording ground to 
beheve that he must be a couniryman ; so I stepped 
oat lustily, bein^ elated by the prospect of findmg a 
pleasant compamon with whom to converse by the 
way. The stranger, however, was evidently suspicious: 
he looked behind, and seeing me stride out, he be^an 
to stride also, thus increasing rather than diminishmg 
the space that was between us. It was in vain that I 
sent on my dog, or that the animal, trotting from the 
one to tho other, strove, aa ifc-ffct^, 1^ \stm^"vi& *<«*• 
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gether: tlie stranger Iield his pace, and I soon found 
uiat the hope of overtaking him, unless some check 
should occur, was idle. 

The chase was thus continued, till a town or large 
yillafi^e appeared in the distance, in passing throng^h 
whicn I lelt sure that I should lose my man. !Not 
willing, however, to abandon my own project so lon^ 
as the faintest prospect of a different result appeared, 
I sent m^ dog forward, and desired him to keep the 
stranger m view till I should come up. I lost ooth 
man and beast at the entrance of the village; and not 
seeing either of them in the street, I made up my mind 
to pass on, even at the cost of my faithful poodle's 
company. But the dog thought differently: ne sud- 
denly snowed himself at the head of a street, lane, or 
alley, and having, as it were, invited me to follow, 
turned round and waited for me. By these means, I 
was led to a public-house, in the taproom of which^ 
^ure enough, and ensconced behind the buttress of a 
Targe chimney, I beheld my man. He made every 
possible effort to hold aloof from me: I addressed him 
m German — ^he could not answer ; I spoke to him in 
French, and received a reply in a wretched patois^ 
after which I held out my hana and called him country- 
man, desiring him to keep a good heart, and not to 
shiver. He looked up like one who has received a 
reprieve on the gallows. He had mistaken me, it ap* 
peared, for a gendarme, and being, like myself, a libe- 
rated prisoner, trembled at the anticipation of a re- 
capture. As may be imagined, we became excellent 
friends in a moment ; and both having our faces turned 
towards Holland, we resolved to prosecute the journey 
together. 

My new acquaintance represented himself to me as 

I captain and part owner of a brig from Halifax : he had 

been ten years in a French prison, and having effected 

his escape with but a slender stock of money in his 

pocket, his means of getting refreshment by the way 

were quite exhausted. These tidings only made me 

the more desirous of accepting his companionship 

during my progress: I compassionated his sufferings, 

and told him he should ehaxe t\vQ coxLtentA of my purse 

— he giving me, in return., Tepe«i\ieA. «j&«\a%svfi«8»\5a38^Tss!5 

outlay would be more tloka 3£^q^ ^qo^, ^ %Qaa.%&^^ 
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reached Eotterdam ; and as I could not for a moment 
doubt either his inclination or his abihty to perform 
the promise, I made him heartily welcome to the best 
at each stage where we halted. 

It is not worth while to describe at length the Httle 
adventures that befel us during our profiress to Nime- 
guen. They were such as fall to the lot of pedestrians in 
general, with this soHtary exception, that at ^imeguen, 
my companion not being provided with a passport, 
would have found it impossiole to obtain admission into 
the place, had I not interceded for him. But the com- 
mandant, a good-natured old gentleman, no sooner 
heard the particulars of our story, than he gave orders 
that both should be accommodated with apartments^ 
and be permitted to rest in the town three whole days. 
We then took a trackschuyt, which in three days more 
conveyed us to Rotterdam, where, on one of the quays, 
at the sign of the Dolphin, we fixed our head-quarters. 
But my monev — ^not very abimdant at the outset — ^waa 
by this time be^inninff to run short, and certain very 
awkward suspicions oi my companion's honesty would 
rise in spite of me, seeing that he made no effort at ail 
to replenish the purse. StiU I hoped the best. I even 
went with him to the English Consul's house — ^Mr. 
Ferrier's — of whom we together begged a supply, but 
who told us frankly, that though he could procure us a 
passage to England, he had no money at his disposal 
for us or for anybody. Accordingly, we were fam to 
accept letters to the naval officer m command at Hel- 
voetsluys, and, in company with two or three more 
Englishmen, pushed on in one of the packet-boats for 
the mouth of the Maese. 

In the course of this voyage, as weU as during our 
sojourn at Helvoetsluys, I was very much indebted to 
the kindness of one of our fellow-passengers, a groom 
in the employment of the Prince Begent, who had been 
sent to Holland with a present of two fine horses for 
the Mnce of Orange. That individual, beioff flush of 
money, insisted on acting as paymaster throughout, and 
used his best endeavours to get me away from the 
society of the captain, whom he never particularly 
admired. But, partly because I was not willing to 
•wrong a. /ejUow-prisoner, partly becaxiBft l\ife\iK^fe^^M^, 
being honest, he would pay ms de\>i«, asA Qi^<sr«oaA 
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befriend me on our arriyal in England, I resisted all 
the groom's si^gestions, and, taJdng mj passage in the 
same ship wim the captain, was convejed safely to 
Harwich. As we messed in different parts of the uiip, 
the captain boarding with the lieutenants, and I Hying 
with the pettf officers, we had comparatryelj' little in- 
tercourse during the Tojaee; and, when I came to 
land, I found imA, mj friend had got the start of mebr 
an hour. I was both provoked and mortified; ana, 
being determined at least to tell him my mind, I made 
all haste to the Lcmdon coach-office, fiut in this pa^ 
ticular, too, my labour proved vain ; the coach lud 
started alxmt twenty minutes, and my friend having 
ensconced himself on the top, I never saw nor hesra 
of him again. 

The KOkemy Militia happeninfi^ at this time to be 
quartered in H!arwich, I proceeded to report mjself to 
me officer in command, and received orders to join one 
of the messes of the corps till arrangements could be 
made for forwarding me to my own regiment. I went 
to the room allotted to me; but the miserable &re <tf 
the militia-men — a red herring and a bowl of potatoes 
— agreed so little with my notions of comfort, tnat I at 
once made up my mind to have nothing more to say to 
them. I accordingly repaired to a pubhc-house, whore, 
with the last coin that adhered to the interior of my 
pocke1r-*-an eighteen-pence token— -I treated myself 
and a soldier whom I found there, to a noggm of 
English gin. Moreover, I found there an opportunity 
of befriending four foreigners, strangers at once to the 
language and the manners of our isluid, who had come 
over in the hope of getting a pension — Ions affo granted 
to them by the DiBce of York — ^renewed. 1 ordered 
their supper for them, became their interpreter, went 
with them to the coach-office, and next morning saw 
tibtem off ;«^triffin^ acts in themselves, doubtless, yet^ 
by persons in theur situation, felt and admitted to be 
grave fiivours. And now, being reduced to a few penoe^ 
yet resolute not to return to barracks, I pawned my 
watch to the landlord for five shillings, and sat down 
IB a comer, with my pipe, not a little msconsolate. 

X was thus circ\miBtAnoed,w\L<en.tl[\j& door of the room 
craned, and there entered, w\!tli;i^^<c:ra^«^^QKSQ^^«MSB^ 
^Maamen, all rigged out uxVbLeisXi^^t^a^^^ti^^^^fe^^aiaui^ 
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with knots and streamers of ribbon. Thej instantly 
reoogmsed me, for they were part of the crew of the 
frigate in which I had crossed from Holland; and* 
liaving informed me that they had received three 
months' pay, with three days ashore in which to spend 
% thej insisted on my casting in my lot with them. 
It will be readily imagined that I neither experienced 
nor expressed the smallest reluctance to become their 
gnest. And, snre enough, for the entire space of time 
which they had at their command, ours was a life of 
revelry and joyance. 

The first thing to be done was to provide a fiddler, 
and an adequate number of partners for a dance. 
These were soon procured, and supper, with an ample 
supply of grog, egg-flip, and other good things, bemg 
ordered, the ball began in a large outhouse attached to 
the inn. Nobody went to bed that night, and though 
tibe sailors ate less than might have been expected, we 
eoncroinption of liquor was something quite unparalleled* 
Next day, hackney-ooaches were procured, and, the 
fiddler playing all the way, we made an e^ursicm. 
partners and aU, into the country. There, too, a ccm- 
Tenient house of entertainment was found, where, as 
in the town, dancing and firohe chased the hours away 
till evening. A diimer followed, and we returned to 
Bjarwich, with frequent halts by the way, in order thai 
the crews of the different vehicles might refresh them- 
selves ; taid, that nothing might be wanting to complete 
the farce, we did not compass our journey without a 
fight. One of our party happening to quiz a negro be- 
longing to the band of the mihtia, the latter grew 
restive, and Jade and he had a regular set-to, mxai 
which Jack came off victorious. But why continue 
these details P — ^the seamen kept up the frm tiU the hour 
arrived when their lieutenant came to inform them that 
their time was expended, after which they returned 
cheerfully on board of ship, and I was once more left 
to my solitude. 

I was not altogether easy, in consequence of the 
breach of discipline of which I had been guilty, in ab- 
senting myself without leave from the barracks, and 
had made up my mind to return, when a corporal 
entered the room where I was eiUui^, loA «d^^ v^gsd^ 
of Hie landlord whether or Bot \va VisA. «a^\i. 
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made myself known to the corporal at once, and wai 
much relieyed when he informed me that orders had 
arriyed to forward me to my regiment, and that he was 
already in possession of my marching-money. The 
watch which I had pawned was redeemed, my Httle 
bundle packed, and at an early honr on the foUowing 
morning I began my march towards London. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Home—Bejoin my regiment — ^Bejoidngs for peace — Country 
quarters — ^Fresh alarms — Campaign in the Low Countries. 

OuB first march carried us to Colchester, a distance of 
twenty miles, which — ^I can scarcelytell why — ^tried my 
powers of endurance seyerely. The second day we 
reached Eomford, and on the third I found mysdlf m 
my mother's arms. I had written from Harwich, to 
acquaint^ her of my safety, and to announce the time 
when she might expect to see me; and I was welcomed, 
in consequence, not by her alone, but by as many of 
our friends and relatiyes as she could get together. A 
very happ^ day was that, as were two others which 
succeeded it, during which the corporal was our guest, 
and by eyery member of the family treated with great 
kindness; and then, haying bidden them all farewell, I 
set out for Hampton Couit, where a detachment from 
the 11th was on duty, and to the officer commanding 
which I reported myself. Mr. Gould was an old ac- 
quaintance, who welcomed me back to the corps wiUi 
great kindness ; and I spent a day or two wiili the de- 
tachment yery much to my own satisfaction, and not, I 
am inclined to think, disagreeably to others. 

I joined my regiment at Hounslow, where, to my in- 
expressible del^ht, I found the man who, in former 
years, used to be my comrade. The greeting was on 
both sides the more hearty, that in our own troop there 
was not one in ten whom I could recognise. Indeed* I 
do not think that out of the fiye hundred men* from 
whom the fortune of wax had separated me three years 

previously, one himdred con^ued^A "^eAx ^<bTai^<3(esi. 

of the Ilth Tdfthi Draeoons. JkinoiifiL ^^ c^S^camv^^^sni* 



e, great changes had occurred, though of them a 
isiderable portion remained. Yet they all received 
as if I haa had some personal claim upon their at- 
tions, and gave me every indulgence which I could 
sonably desire. I was here equipped in new clothings 
! got a fresh charger assigned me, — and, in due time, 
nd myself once more engaged in the common routine 
nilitary life. 

^t the period of which I now speak England was 
Dicing, in all her towns and villages, over the restora- 
1 of peace. In London, the Prince Eegent kept open 
ise K>r the monarchs and great warriors of Europe; 
ilst, at Windsor, Queen Charlotte feasted the poor 
the fat of the land. As I happened to be present at 
5 of these noble festivals, — ^for noble they certainly 
re, at least, in design, — it may not, j^rhaps, prove 
Dgether uninteresting to the reader, if I ^at him 
a description of what passed under my own observa- 
ft. 

Saving spent so much time in private service, I be- 
ne, as was to be expected, a sort of marked man in 
) corps, and soon found that among the officers there 
B considerable competition as to which should get 
•. It ended in my joining my fortunes to that of a 
ong lieutenant, wno, possessing a handsome income, 
1 beiuj? besides a man of family, was, during this 
ison of universal jubilee, permitted to do pretty much 
he liked. Him 1 accompanied to Windsor ; and, as 
was much more in the metropolis than present with 
) corps, my time became to a great degree my own 
)pert>. It happened, one day, that I strolled in my 
itian undress, mto the old guard-room of the castle, 
lere tables were spread for two thousand persons at 
5 least. They literally groaned under a profiision of 
)ice morsels, such as liaunches and saddles of mutton, 
loins of beef, fillets of veal, hams and tongues, rounds, 
rons, and I know not all what, — ^with vegetables, 
jids, bread, and plum-pudding in proportion. I was 
iazinsly siaruck, as may^ easuv be conceived; and, 
vine formed a strong wish to become a sharer in the 
itivfties, I laid myself out— as the result proved, not 
success^illy — ^to carry my point. 
There were a variety of litde oi^cea ot <2tfi^\»^^- 
ling the goard-room, in Yf\^<^"?IOxaBll^»oK^ «*sir 
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ployed tliemselves in working tickets for tlie fayotored 
mdiyidualfl wlio were to be admitted to the dinnar. 
Into one of these I wandered, inst, as it happened, whca 
tiie lady on dntj had expended her entire stock lave 
one, and of that one I was immediately rendered t^ 
possessor. I stuck it in my hat forthwith, — ^the mea 
oarried the badges there, the women and children <m 
the breasts of their robes, — and soon found mysdf 
seated at a table, which accommodated, besides myself, 
fifty-nine diners. I came, howeyer, under eircumstanoei 
fiur more unfayourable than those around me ; for thsf , 
one and all, brought with them their kniyes, forks, and 
drinking-cups, — ^whereas, I not haying so much as read 
any of the nandbills which set forth the programme of 
the day's entertainment, sat down profoundly ignorant 
that any such precautionary measures haa b^en re- 
quisite. This was a source to me partly of yezation, 
partly of extreme amusement. The yexanon arose from 
the natural pressure of appetite, which I was not with- 
out apprehension I might mid myself unable to i^pease; 
the amusement was furnished by the behayiour of mj 
next neighbour, who seemed determined to make ihd 
most of the op^rtunity that was presented to him. 
The indiyidual in question followed the respectable 
ealling of an itinerant fiddler. Many a penny I had 
giyen the rogue ; yet he was dressed on this oooanoa 
so smartly, mat I knew him not, at least till after his 
excessiye predilection for number one induced me to 
scan him closely. But that was the least of it. 

We had all been seated perhaps a couple of minutes 
•— eyery eye being turned Keenfy towards the yiands, 
that spoke to more senses than one ; and my musical 
neighbour had sneered at my lack of preparation, and 
more than insinuated that I nad no business where I 
was, when a flourish of trumpets announced the i»- 
proach of royalty, and we all stood up to welcome the 
queen and the courtly cort^^e that attended her. Shd 
walked, followed by her tram, along the seyeral tables, 
the company greeting her with repeated cheers, and 
then, after expressing at each a hope that we would do 

J Justice to the cheer "proYided, she withdrew. Thenfol* 
owed the " Eoast Beei oi 0\d TLn^wi^ ^!wsta.«»\»nd 
that was appointed to atten^i •, BSjSSk. ^"ea. «q»s3idl «[\. ^'^• 
tfianght as mTnoderntraiea\3Laa'naK\'5,c«k.«ss:5 o'Sifc^Wi. 
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spot of earih, been witnessed. For my own part, Ilat- 
ing neither knife, nor fork, nor cup, 1 felt for a brief 
tgeuce as if I were destined to be a mere spectator. But 
toy cross-grained fiddler supplied me witk an oppor- 
tunity of playing my own part in tbe game, and I did 
not fail to take i^yantage of it. 

" I wish you would cut me a j?ood alioe of that fillet 
of yeal," said he. " It is too &r for me to reach^ and 
lies handy to you." 

" By all means/' was my reply, "but you must lend 
meyour knife and fork." 

He did so ; and I yery cooUy helped myself, taking 
care to cut up the morsel into pieces, and keep tiiem 
ready for consumption by the hand. I shall neyer for- 
get the rage of my right-hand neighbour while this 
process was going on; neither did the enormous extent 
to which I proceeded to help him ^uite allay it. And 
by and by, when he gaye me his jug, that i miffht fill 
it with beer for his use, and I, instead of handing it 
back, drank out of it, and dirank to his health, I really 
thought the minstrel would haye gone mad. Neyer- 
thelesB, in the end, he and I became excellent friends. 
I plied him, especiaJly with strong beer, to sudli a 
degree that he aid not know whether his head or his 
heels were uppermost ; and if he did not die of absolute 
repletion, the fault was neither mine, who loaded his 
trencher, nor his, who most yoradousl^ deared it. 

If the progress of the dinner astonished as well as 
amused me, much more amusing, as well as astonishing, 
was the scene with which it terminated. The queen, 
it appeared, had giyen orders that not a fragment of 
that enormous feast should fall to the share of any 
others than those who partook in it ; and the conse- 
quence was that, on a second roll of the drums, such a 
scramble began as I haye neyer witnessed, either be- 
fore or since. The women, haying proyided themselyes 
with capacious aTOons, came, for me most part, best off 
in that mdl^e, ojiey swept whole joints — ^with ]jud- 
dinps, potatoes, and liord knows all what besides-^^mto 
their laps, while the men hastened to stuff their poudies 
to an extent which was truly maryeUous. Among others^ 
my musical nekfhbour used his best exertions to pos- 
aesB Mm self of a, plentiful ahaxe*, \raiS;i ^e^ ^\x^Ti^\i»^ 
bad BO eSectuaRy filled biB stomeycSb^ uA ^^^^^ 
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brain, tliat in attempting to stretch across the table 
something which excited his cupidity, the eqtdlibri 
failed, and he rolled on the floor, smashing into a c 
fused mass all that he had previously gathered, 
mixing the whole with fragments of iSs quart j 
which, somehow or another, had found its way int 
wallet that hung by his side. I plead guilty to 
charge of having tossed him with my foot twice or th 
through the mess, and then, amid shouts of laughte 
escajped, not knowing which to admire the most, 
hospitahty of my royal mistress, or the strange use 
which, by her uncouth guests, it had been turned, 
fore I conclude this story I may as well state that I: 
my fiddler a day or two afterwards, plying his tradt 
his every-day attire, and at his usual comers. We! 
a little bandying of half-angry, half-jocular words, wl 
I cut short by tossing him a penny ; and I do not ki 
that we ever met afterwards. 

Our next move was to Hampton Court and Twici 
ham, where similar scenes were repeated — oxen be 
roasted whole, and all who chose partaking in the 
but I need not pause to relate the eflect which t! 
produced upon myself. It will be more to the purp 
if I state, that, beine so near London, I found mqu 
opportunities both of entertaining my relatives at 
quarters of the regiment, and of visiting them in tl 
own homes ; during the latter of which occurrences an 
venture once befelme, which, as it was rather a curi 
one, may be deserving of a brief notice. I had suppe 
the house of one of my aunts, and having rather oversi 
iny time, (for I was for duty at Whitehall on the foil 
ing morning,) I was hurrying through Piccadilly 
Older to reach my quarters, when, at the comer c 
street, I was startled by the sound of firearms, ace 
panied by a noise as of the smashing of glass. A i 
passed me at ike same moment, nLiing, and hole 
up the skirts of a long surtout, and almost immediai 
afterwards a second appeared, with a stream of bl 
flowing from his mouth. He made towards me, pi 
hand on each of my shoulders, and endeavouring vai 
to articulate, deluged me in a moment with ^ore. Tl: 
^83 a lamp close to us, \>y t\ye \l^\. oi -srVjm&l X CfO 
distinguish that he "waa a met© -joviVk', ^yoL\.'W^ 
tune to do xaore, for inBtan^y a ^ovce ittfiuXft^''"^ ' 
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and the wounded man, as if alarmed, hurried away, and 
endeayonred to mount the box of a hackne j-ooach which 
drove furioualj past. The coachman, howeyer, repulsed 
him, and he staggered across the street, marking his 
progress by the sanguine tide which flowed from nim. 
And now the watch began to assemble, who, seeing me 
ooyered with blood, demanded whether I were not 
wounded, while the same yoioe which had summoned 
them desired to be informed whether any one were 
shot. I answered in the affirmatiye, and, pointing to 
the track, desired the guardians of the nigm; to follow 
it up ; for I was not uie wounded man, as they would 
find if they made good use of their senses. Away^ they 
ran in pursuit, whereupon I, not caring to get further 
inyolyed in the business, took to my h^ls, and reached 
my quarters without molestaticm. But the issue of the 
adyenture was the most extraordinary of alL Being on. 
guard next day, at Whitehall, a young man happened 
to pass the Horse Guards, whom I instantly recosnised 
as the indiyidual whom I had seen the ni^t before 
fleeing, with his hands upon his sockets. I stopped 
him, charged him with the fact, ana was answered oy a 
frank confession, accompanied, however, with an earnest 
entreaiy that I would not betray him. It appeared 
that he was the son of a respectable innkeeper — that he 
had fallen into bad company, and been persuaded to 
assist that night in a burglaay at the shop of a linen- 
draper. But the linendraper, either because it was hie 
wont, or haying got some mtimation of the design, wai 
on the look-out to defeat it, and fired a pistol just aa 
the leading burglar was removing the shutter, and 
about to cut a pane in the window. I did not disclose 
what I knew to any one ; for the father of the young 
delinquent was an acquaintance of my own, and I am 
happy to say that the promises of amendment which he 
gave were never broken. But his companion, I after- 
wards discovered, did not live to have nis moral prin- 
ciple put to the tost. He died of the wound which the 
linendraper inflicted, and was buried, I cannot ieVL 
where, but very quietly, by his associates. 

We remained in the neighbourhood of London about 
six months, at the tenmnation of which period we 
mardied to Canterbury, where, asid «.t Tic8L,^0>5>a\»di 
pMjr was given to such of our men aft\AdL\^^eiO^KA^ 
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self, prisoners of war. Of this the Jews first, and nlti- 
mately the jjublicans, reaped the principal benefit — for, 
next to a sailor, a soldier is, of all living men, the least 
regardftd of his money. But other wo3c than this was 
already cut out for ns, and Buonaparte's unexpected 
return from Elba sent us to the place where we were 
destined to perform it. . I never shall forget the effect 
which the intelligence had upon us. It reached us one 
morning, and in two hours after came the route to march 
for Dover, where transports lay to receive us; and by 
four o'clock on the following afternoon we were busily 
engaged swimming our horses ashore towards Uie beaco 
at Ostend. 

It was about eight o'clock on a summer's evening 
when our disembarkation was effected. The process 
had been tedious, inasmuch as the transports were too 
heavily laden to approach within half-a-mile of the 
beach; and to swim horses through so wide a waste of 
waters is an operation that occupies a good deal of time. 
ISTevertheless, the regiment formed up as soon as circum- 
stances would allow, and began its march the same 
evening to Nieuport. It was now that I found my 
knowledge of the German language greatly avail me. 
Being sent, with a comrade, to quarter in a farm-house 
about a mile beyond the town, I so entirely won the 
hearts of the family, by speaking so as to be tmderstood, 
that they vied with one another in their eagerness to 
snake us comfortable; and, themselves undertaking to 
dean and fodder the horses, they kept us — ^no reluctant 
guests — all night at the supper-table. But this was not 
file only piece of good fortune that befel me, which I 
was justified in attributing to my long residence in the 
Count's family. I was instantly promoted to the office 
of billet-master for the corps; and, besides obtaining 
temporary rank as a Serjeant, I came in for sundry 
perquisites, such as the French had taught the Belgians 
to pay as often as orders were issued lor the supply of 
bread, or meat, or wine, to bodies of troops upon the 
inarch. 

From Nieuport we proceeded to Bruges, where we 
halted an entire day, of which I made the best use, by 
visiting as many of tlie &\g\it& oi MSaa ^\aftft «a the oppor- 
tunities at my command "wouV-d. aSVo"^. 0^oatTi^TX.^\s&. 
^ Glient, a noble city,NTVet©^eVv\xi«s»^^'*QBfe 's^- 
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trance of Lotiis XVm., for the second time a fugitive 
from Paris. But as lie came without parade, so during 
the whole of his sojourn there we heard little of him, 
except that he was a regular attendant at mass. Mean- 
while fresh regiments were continually arriving, and 
we were in consequence carried, on the breast of the 
living tide, first to Merbeck, and ultimately to Goyek. 
We were at this latter place on the 29th of May, 
when the Duke of Wellington reviewed the whole of 
his cavalry, and a finer mihtary spectacle was never, I 
venture to assert, submitted to the admiring gaze of 
the Netherlanders. Unless my memory deceive me, 
twenty regiments formed in two lines that day, flanked 
and supported by a force of horse-artillery, such as all 
Europe besides could not match; and as the horses 
were in admirable condition, and the men young, 
healthy, and well-appointed, it is very little to oe 
wondered at if both men and officers experienced but 
one feeling — an earnest desire to be led, against the 
enemy, and a perfect assurance of success. 

We were well supplied both with forage and pro- 
visions; yet, somehow or another, money was scarce— 
for no pay had been issued since we quitted England, 
and some corps were frill three months in arrear. "Now 
a soldier cannot get on — at least in a civilized coimtry, 
without a little silver in his purse. His allowance of 
srog or wine by no means contents him; and he cannot 
hear the sound of the pipe and tabor without desiring 
to dance. As usually nappens in like cases, we were 
immediately put to our shifts; and the following was 
the expedient on which we lighted — ^for a season witEi 
marvellous success. There are two coins used in this 
city, of which the dies are precisely alike; tiiough the 
one, having a shght intermixture of silver > with the 
copper, passes current for about Ihreepence-halipenny 
—whereas the other is valued at half a farthing. Some 
ingenious fellow amon^ us discovered, that by rubbing 
the latter with mercurial ointment it assumed at once 
the appearance of the former; and many a pint of gin, 
I grieve to say, was ^aid for with the half iarthing. I 
can offer no justification of a procedure which was cer- 
tainly dishonest — ^unless, indeed, the exorbitancy of the 
fncea demanded from "OB caai\>e t^wct%*^ %& ^bqScl. 75s<:S!s* 
know that we laughed very \ie«x^ '^Vksl *Osia 

1L% 
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began to be disooyered; and were tbe xnore free of our 
mirtk that the yeiy same day we quitted Mecbec^ 
iMvet to r^mm to it agaku 



CHAPTKaXVL 

Bfom e( Mmliig dtrift— Sudden route— The field of Qoaii* Bn»- 

Battle of Watexteo. 

Au this-wbile we were inprofomid ignorance §8 to 
ibe state oi tbings, botb in France or ^ewbere. We 
ki^w, indeed, tluut Buoni^arte bad made a triumphant 
entrance into Paris; and we beard from yanons quarten 
l^iat tbe armies of tbe nortbem powers were moving. 
But bow soon a struggle mi^t be expected^ or wbetber 
it woiold first oocur with onrselyes, was a }K>int wbicb 
we bad no means to determine. We were Ulus cir- 
cumstanced, my troop occupying quarters in a village 
called Vione, wben, on tbe morning of tbe 16ih of 
June, tbe alarm was suddenly given. We bad nms- 
tered for field exercise, ourselyes in undress, and IIm) 
saddles strapped — as tbe expression is wben we nde . 
tiltem witbout cloaks or yalises — wben an ordeily ^bra- 
goon was observed approacbing at i^ed» and nuiSdng 
atraigbt for tbe officer in command. He was tbe ' 
bearer of intelliigence tbat tbe French, <m tbe previous 
day, bad attacked and defeated tbe Brassians at Ligne; 
and tbat Napoleon, witb tbe bulk of bis army, was in 
fall marob to attack tbe positions of tbe Jlnglisb. In 
an instant we received tbe word to wallop borses, padc 
TOff and accoutre; and in an incredibly mort space of 
tune tbe^wbole regiment mustered l>eside its alarm- 
post, in erery respect prepared for action. Let me not 
forget to mention tbat, like an (Ad soldier as I was, I 
took care not to move witbout a stock of provisions for 
laysdi^ as well as for my cbarger. All tbe men oecrried 
t&ir nose-bi^gs filled witb com, and a supply of baj* 
belund tbem, sufficient for four-and-twenty bours; but 
tiie young bands forgot tbat men, as well as borses, are 
JUtie £t Tlx w<»rk wben tbej are starving. I bad a 
^BQip of bacon and a loaf oi ^xesA m Tfi^i Yk^^cm^Ili 



of which not many hours elapsed ere I experienced ih« 
great benefit. 

The line being formed, and wheeled into colnmn b^ 
threes, we set forward at a good round trot; and, after 
compassing about fourteen miles, heard what the ex* 
cessive heat of the weather induced us to believe was 
the rolling of thund^ at a distance. Another half* 
hour's progress, howerer, set that notion aside; for 
then we could distinguish the smoke as it curled oirer 
the woods of Quatre Bras, and were no longer at a loaf 
to tell that artillery was firing sharply, ^ese si^iti 
and sounds had no tendency to repreas our ardour; m 
gave the jaded horses the spur, and kept them on th* 
trot till full fiye-and-twenty miles were compassed. It 
would have been both cruel and useless to urge tibbtm 
further without a rest, so we dismounted 'and loosened 
girths without feeding. But the halt was not prolonged 
beyond the interval which was absolutely necessary, 
and in a quarter of an hour we were onoe more in the 
saddle. And now, as we drew nearer to the scene of 
action, the evidences of deadly strife multiplied upon us. 
The cannonade became louder, and mix^ with it was 
the short sharp rattle of musketry; while, by and by, 
a quantity of waggons, laden with ammunition and 
Mores of every sort, were passed in one of the small 
towns. Finally, groups of persons were seen approach* 
ing, whom, on our nearing one anothe|r, we recognised 
to oe the wounded, some of whom appeared to he saS* 
fering much, though all bore themselves noblj undar 
their pain. Poor rollows, they drew to one side that 
we might pass, and cheered lustily. <' Push on, posh 
on," was tneir cry, " you are very much wanted; for 
there is no cavalry up." And we did push on as hat 
as our own jaded animals would go; but all our efforts 
luled to bring us to the field in time to take part in the 
action. 

We had ridden, I conceive, about forty nulea, and 
the sun was long set, when the red flashes of musketry 
and cannon greeted us. ** Halt !" was the word given; 
** cut away fdrage and draw swords." The hay mm 
cut loose, our swords flashed in the air, and at th* 
signal, " Quick trot," away we went again. But, as I 
hare already said, we did not t««a^ wfc ^iSv\ ^«^*^q^ 
Aiag had ceased. We fosmed. 'to»,\tf5W«^«> "*^ 
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riding over numbers of the dead, if not of the dying, 
approached our own troops, which lay upon their arms; 
mience in a few minutes we received orders to fall 
back, and to picket our horses for the night in a plaqe 
tiliat was convenient for them. 

Throughout the whole of that night there was a 
dropping fire of musketry kept up in the woods to the 
right and left of our bivouac. The outposts of infantry 
chose to skirmish instead of sleep, and we were in con- 
sequence kept constantly on the alert. But this was 
not the only, nor, perhaps, the greatest grievance to 
which our position subjected us. The horses had not 
tasted water since the march be^an, and the darkness 
was such as, combined with their extreme weariness, 
hindered our men in general from going in search of it. 
Again the habits of me old soldier prevailed with me; 
and knowing that on the efficiency of my horse my own 
depended, i resolved, at aU hazards, to fetch him some 
water. Accordingly, I proposed to mv comrade that we 
should steal away together; and ne consented the 
more readily, on my putting him in mind that the 
very same process which won refreshment for our 
chargers might insure a good supper for ourselves; and 
that the most zealous martinet would never blame us, 
if in seeking for the one we should chance to stumble 
on the other. 

Armed each ^th a pistol, and carrying a sack and 
leathern bucket in our hands, my comrade and I stole 
from the bivouac; and having previouslj noticed a 
village about a mile distant, we made directly for it. 
We entered, and found the stillness of the grave; but, 
by and by, observing a light in the window of one of ; 
the houses, I knocked at the door, and we were ad- 
mitted. My astonishment may be conceived, when 
the first object that met my gaze was a French grena- 
dier, fully accoutred, aud seated in the chimney comer. 
It was no time for hesitation, so I cocked my pistol; 
when up he rose, welcomed us with perfect self-posses- 
sion, and pointing to his knee, informed us that he 
was wounded. Perceiving that he spoke the truth, I 
desired him to sit down again, addmg an assurance 
^(&a^ lie had nothing to {ear*, «{id.\i<&, <^o^^\>'dkiT^^mo 
•^ mv word, and smokme Iqib "^ivg^* \ tlc^ ^^^^^^-w^ 
■*v»elf to the master o£ iSie \io\XBe. 1A.^^\»^^ Y^- 
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pose, howeyer, that I demanded food and drink. The 
iVench, he replied, had taken everything from him, 
which was not exactly the case ; for my companion, 
having instituted a search in the cellar, soon returned, 
bringing with him part of a ham, a loaf of bread, and 
some butter. With these we judged it expedient to be 
content; so, wishing both our host and the wounded 
man a good night, we passed the threshold, and hurried 
back to the camp. 

Before reaching the lines, we fortunately came upon 
a ditch ^ill of water, in which we filled our buckets, 
greatly to the satisfaction of our weary chargers. Our 
horses were not, however, the only ammals who bene« 
fited by this discovery. Having informed the rest 
where the water lay, they also provided enough for 
the wants of themselves and their cattle; and the night 
in consequence passed more agreeably than either hy 
man or beast had been anticipated. JBut as far as the 
means of satisfying other wants of nature were affected, 
I and my comrade stood, I believe, alone. We made 
a hearty supper of our ham and bread, and regretted 
only that it was impossible to share iJie morsel with 
others. 

Day dawned at length, and exhibited to us some 
strange spectacles, calculated as well to raise the spirits 
as to depress them. We could now observe that the 
whole surface of the country over which yesterday's 
fighting had occurred, was covered with the slam; 
^^ule in our rear, and on either fiank, a prodigious 
force of cavahy and light artillery, which had arrived 
during the night, was in position. The latter made a 
brave show, especially in the eyes of our gallant in- 
fantry, who, few in number, liad sustained repeated 
flhocKS from the enemy's horse, and uniformly repulsed 
them. But it soon appeared, that let the decisive battle 
occur when it might, we were not on this ground to mea- 
sure ourselves again with the enemy. By degrees the 
infantry began to march to the rear. The cavalry and 
artdllenr stood fast to cover them, when they, in their 
turn, slowly withdrew, as if reluctant to yiela a foot of 
ground without fighting for it. Strange to say, the 
enemy did not appear tor some time to be aware of 
what was going on in out xaElk&. 'Y^i^i Vs&ksj^ "^^sifc 
well to the rear, so were tiae Tft»«Tj cw^Scrj^ «t» *^b«^ 
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made a moyement in pursuit; indeed, it muBt liaTe 
been fall three o'clock in tibe afternoon ere we found 
onrselyes nnder the necessitj of throwing out akir* 
mifllierg, bo as to check the adyanoe^ whidi waa tlien 
pushed with considerable ardour. 

There was a good deal of carbino practioe, and 
prancinff here and there, for about half an hour, at tibe 
dose 01 which, the artiUery began on both sides to 
open ; while a mass of black clouds, which had been 
gathering all the day, broke at the ccHieussion, and the 
rain descended in torrents. It is carious to obserfe 
how, eyen in such warfare as this, a heayy £all of rain 
ox>erates as a sedatiye on animal courage. The skir- 
mishing ceased as if bj common ccmsent; and the fight- 
ing was confined to an occasional dash of one of the 
enemy's leading squadrons against ours, which eoyeied 
the rear, when sword-cuts were .exchanged, and mesk 
and horses went down, as well from amon£ us as horn 
among the assailants. Once, in particabr, we had 
rather a sharp bout of it, for the enemy coniariTed, I 
know not how, to interpose between the plain ob 
which we were moyin^, and a narrow road that led out 
of it, and no altematiye remained except to cut oar 
way through ihem. We rode at them with loosened 
reins, and soon opened a way for ourselves, catting to 
pieces, amon? others, a French general, and leaving 
not above haST a dozen of our own men behind. 

We halted that ni^ht bdund the crest of the rising 
groimd, which is stiU pointed out to the corioaa tia- 
Teller as the Dake ol Wellington's jposition on the 
great day of Waterloo. The rain, which fell ia. tor- 
rents, and had done so for hours ere our arrival, soon 
reduced the face of the country to a state of swamp ; 
and as our bivouac was formed m a ploughed fi^d, uie 
comparative comforts of our situation require no poet's 
art to describe them. At every step which you took, 
you sank to ihe kne^ and your foot, when you dragged 
it to the surface asain, came loaded with aome twenty 
pounds of clay. Moreover, fuel, with which to make 
fires, was wanting; till, in despair, some of us ran to a 
vDlage about a mile in the rear, and came back laden 
with various articles oi &inn\?Kie, \2bd ^\\.Ql<d of whidi 
Irene committed to the fiaxaea. TVien, «iigBiak« «a \^ i^^aR^ 
J except a single \nacmt tsnii •» ^s«^ ^ v^oaX*-* 
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none had been served out since daybreak, and none 
came tbrougboafc the whole of that drMiy night, ttthar 
to officers or to men. I cannot say that our martial 
ardour was such as to render us extoer insensible of, or 
indiS^rent to, the detagrimens d our situation ; jet I 
am bound to record, that we sustained them witii woa* 
derful equanimity, comforted by the knowledge that 
^e ni^ht, which was shcnrt, would soon pass away, and 
that the morrow would, in some shape or another, ob- 
viate the necessity of passing many more in a simiiar 
sianner. 

Before the morning broke* we were in our saddles ; 
and immediately the norizon put on the hue of comine 
day, we shifted our ground to the brow of the hifl, ana 
there watered our horses. That done, we dismoxmted; 
and remoying the remnant of our fuel to the newjMvadb 
ground, we again lighted fires, and dried, as well as we 
could, both our do&es and accoutronents. Hie com* 
missary, however, was slow in making his appearance ; 
so, entertaining serious misgivings lK>th as to my own 
powers of endurance, and those of my steed, whi^ 
nad been tried well-nigh to the uttennost, I deter^ 
mined, let come what might, to find a br^ikfast for 
botb. I looked round, and saw in the rear a yillage, to 
which straggling partiea di the foot-guards were con* 
timially passing. I ran thither, but looked about 
vamly, in every house, for those tilings of wbidi I was 
in want. At last, just as I had come to the c<niclnsioa 
that further search would be useless^ and that I had 
best retom, I entered an apartment, wbere, in the 
middle of the floor, sat a solitary Torkshireman, with 
a brown jar between his legs. Me laughed, begged me 
to come m, and offered to ware with me what i^ had ; 
it was bread and sour cream, out of which both he and 
I oontriyed to make a cmital breakfast. After whid^ 
I mounted by a trap-ladder to a loft, where, to my 
great delij?ht, stores ooth of oats and peas were depo- 
sited. I mled my handkerchief, which was a large ope, 
and having contnved, over and above, to get possessioii 
of half-a-doaen canteens of beer, I ran back, weH 
pleased with the results of my adventure, to tibe front. 
My ^Jlant steed fared well ; and he repaid me for ihA 
care 1 took of him by the plia\>Ti\it^ wA tm^q«si ^\fiik 
aiorementB iJiaaoghcmt the day. 
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When I reached the ground, my companions were 
all busily engaged rubbing down their horses and deaa- 
ing their accoutrements. I took care to feed my charter 
first, and then groomed him ; nor had I finished budd- 
ing up the neatly rolled cloak, when a gun was dis- 
charged from some point near us, and in an instant tiie 
whole face of affairs underwent a change. Drums best, 
trumpets brayed, while salyoes of artiUery from eitiier 
side told of a battle begun; and, while we mounted and 
closed our ranks, peal alter peal of musketry warned us 
that ere long their consistency would be tried. Bf 
and by an order arriyed to take ground to the right, 
where we enrolled ourselves in brigade with the 12tii 
and 16th ; and, forming close commns of regiments, 
waited till the moment should arriye when to us, also, 
the honour should be awarded of striking a few blows 
for Old England and victory. 

The place where we were directed to execute this 
formation chanced to be particularly fbyourable for 
obtaining a view oyer the whole field of battle, as well 
as the overnight positions of the two armies. And 
never have these eyes of mine rested on a more im- 
posing scene than, for a brief space, was spread out 
Before them. As far as the eye could reach I beheld 
endless" columns of the French — ^the infantry in firont 
interlaced, as it were, with artillery; while in the rear 
were masses of cavalry, in comparison with which, as 
far as numbers go, we appeared as nothing. Then, 
aeain, on our side, I beheld horse, foot, and guns, all in 
admirable order, hidden in some degree from the enemy 
by the swell of the ground, yet wl, as their attitudes 
Quoted, thoroughly on the alert : while, both on our 
side and that of tne French, staff-officers in groups, 
and orderhes one by one, were galloping hither and 
thither, as if they had been the veritable messengers of 
fate. But the vision was like that which the deeper 
obtains when, for a moment, the gates of Fairy-land are 
opened before him. From the hundreds of cannon, 
which sent forth death on each side, such a cloud of 
flmoke arose as soon rendered objects indistinct; and 
when the musketry began to play, every living and 
dead ihms on the eaiib.*B 6vxiace^«9& ^^Q-v\.^fiid.\mdfir a 
canopy oigray mist. . , ^ . ^ 

It were idle in one fiWing \ke'V«xsofe\^ faJG^\aaii.^\si^ 
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X did to attempt anything like the description of a great 
battle, especially such, a battle as litat of Waterloo. 
IFroBX the instaiit that the fuing became general, idl 
*was to me dark and obscure beyond the distance of a 
few liimdred yards from the spot on which I stood ; 
indeed, it was only by the ceaseless roar, or the whist- 
ling of shot and shell around me, that I knew at times 
that X and those near me were playing a part in the 
grave game of Hfe and death. For the cayaJry, unlike 
Sie inmntry, come into play only by fits and starts, and 
they have patiently to sustain the ftiry of a cannonade^ 
to which tney can offer no resistance, and out of the 
range of which they are not permitted to move. 
Neither was the brigade to which I belonged left long 
in ignorance touching both the peril and extreme dis« 
comfort of this species of inaction. For the French, 
perceiving us, opened upon our columns a battery of 
howitzers and Hght mortars, one shell from which, 
falling into the very centre of the 16th, created terrible 
havoc. But as if to hinder us from getting unsteady, 
an aide-de-camp rode up at this moment, and two 
squadrons, one from the 12th, another from our regi- 
ment, were ordered to drive back some lancers which. 
had direatened certain of our guns. We went at them 
with good will, but not, perhaps, with perfect judgment. 
We Old not consider that, when the ground is soft and 
heavy, a charge down hill is, of aU operations to which 
cavaLry can be put, the most unsafe ; and the conse- 
quence was, that rushing over the ridge at speed, very 
many of our horses came down, and we lost all order. 
The result need hardly be stated. Hie squadron of 
the 12th, which led, was almost cut to pieces, and we 
with difficulty, and in great disorder, recovered the 
brigade. 

This was not satisfactory, yet we believed that we 
could account for it, ^d finding ourselves again in our 
proper places, we desired nothing more than a reoe- 
tition of the experiment. But, during the remainder 
of the day, little else fell to our share than to sustain, 
as we best might, the heavy fire of cannon which the 
enemy continued to direct against us. At each dis« 
charge, men and horses went down : yet we suffered 
leaa Sum & regiment of Nassau '&u&%«x^,^\i<[^^Y<&^^\fi%^ 
ground m our rear, served to ca\ic\ e^er^ \«^ '^aiill 
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passed orer ns. Nor was it tlie least disag: 
attendant on our position, tliat we stood exa* 
foch a spot as enabled ns to behold the last st 
of the wounded, whose strength sufficed only t 
them a few yards to the rear, lliere was a loi 
of ditch, or drain, some way behind ns, towarde 
these poor fellows betook themselyes by score 
ere three hours had passed, it was absolutely oho 
with the bodies of those who lay down there on 
they might die. Then, again, me wounded hoi 
which multitudes wandered all oyer the field, tr 
us. They would come back, aaiae with brokei 
others trailing after them their entrails, whi< 
xound-shot hM knocked out, and fbrdng then 
between our files, seemed to solicit the aid wh 
one had time to afford, and which, if afforded, 
haTe been useless. 

We were beginning to eet tired of this s( 
things, when an order reached us to form line and 
off to the left. " Now then," thought we, •* a < 
18^ before us;" but it was not so. A square of ] 
wick Infantry had, it i^peared,,begun to waver, f 
ft fiulure on {hat point might haye TOoved fatal, w 
brought up to stop it if we could. We drew our v 
cheered, made our horses nranoe, and the desin 
was gained. The BnmswicKers, perceiving that 
was support at hand, took up ilieir arms, whieL 
of them had thrown away, and they throughoi 
remainder of the action behaved with all the gal 
ibr which their countrymen have in every ag 
country been remarkable. 

Havmff effected this object, we were directed 

back, and to dismount, that our horses might in 

measure recruit their strength. Many woundec 

passed us while thus resting ; but of the case d 

one I shall make mention, because it struck me 

moment as beine a remarkable one. An inl 

soldier approached, and asked me for a cup of i 

I saw that he was wounded; and, recollectmcr 1 

canteen of beer was at my back, out of which '. 

been too much engaged to drink myself, I handei 

hhn, and desired >>-*tn to qu.«iM^ \^ \hax«t wi 

AsmpJe. !!nie poor fellow dxas^^c)i[^»a^<^^'^ 

told me that fJmost aH lua Te^mcrD^r— VIil^^'^^ 
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desirojed; and then, lifting himself from my horse, on 
irhkHi he had been kfudn^, tottered towards the rear. 
I watched him, and saw that he had not goae twelve 
Tards whtMi he felL Almost immediately afterwards 
his limbs gave « convulsire stretch, and he was a corpse. 
I went 1^ to him, and saw where the fatal ball nad 
taken its course, Just abore the hip-bone. Yet he 
sec«ied to die easdj; &nd his Yoioe, not three minutes 
ere tke soul quitted the body, gave scarcely the smallest 
ngn<^ weakness. 

jBt this time the dusk was dosing fast; and, as the 
battle continued to rage witli unabated fary, the mag- 
nifieence of the se^ie received, from minute to minute^ 
a peipetaal increase to its int^iisity. Over the swc&noe 
or the ground, sheUs, with their burning ^es, rolled, 
bursting here and th^e with terrible effect. From the 
BKmAfl of tiie cannon fire seemed to be poured, while 
the oeas^ess glare of the musketry, as the opposing 
lines fought muzzle to muzzle, was terrific. By degrees^ 
however, the sounds and sight of fbre-arms began to be 
distin^oishaUe where neither had before been observed; 
and l£e rumour ran from rank to rank among us, that 
the Prussians were come, and had fallen unon the right 
and Fear of the enemy. Moreover, that tne news was 
not witiiout foundation, was soon apparent, from the 
altered state of things both near us and far away. Our 
infantry, which up to tiiis moment had fought in squares, 
£»rmed ail at onee into line. There was a heart-stirring 
cheer begun, I know not where, but very soon audible 
over tiie whole of our front ; and we, too, were ordered 
to leap into ^ke saddle and move forward. How can I 
pretend to describe what followed ! On we went at ft 
gallop, dashing past 1aie weary yet gallant footmen, 
and, riiouting as we went, drove fiercely and without 
eheek up to the very muzzles of a hosiile battery. A 
fiuious disdiar^ pt grape met us, iiad thinned our 
nmks. Before it man and horse w^ down ; but the 
survivors, never pulling bridle or pausing to look back» 
soatteied the gunners to tike winds, and the camion 
were oiir own. Just at tiiis moment, Serjeant Emmet 
«f the 11th, whom I covered, received a shot in the 
«roin, which made him reel ia hi& «aiidk!&,^csQ:^^«?tfi^ 
he woM have &]len, badi iK>t eKOD^^^N "^^i^^ ^ 
(he game ime a battstradtme OBL^^Ei^cMfc,*^^^*®*■■^ 
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of wHcli was saved by the interposition of my unrolled 
cloaik. For in the morning I had not found time to 
pack it in its place ; and it hun^ before me in loose 
folds, through most of which the Dullet miade its way, 
terribly bruising, yet not disabling, the limb. I wag 
glad to save my serjeant, for he was a good and a brave 
man. Yet I own that I felt bitter mortification wlien 
the tide of war swept past us, and I felt myself cut off 
from sharing in the general triumph. Accordingly, 
perceiving a corporal near, I called!^ him to lend liis 
assistance, and no sooner saw him seize £he serjeant by 
the other arm, than I loosed my hold. " One whole 
man," thought I, '* is enough to take care of a wounded 
one;" and 3ien I pHed my spurs into my horse's sides, 
and flew to the u-ont. But by this time it was too 
dark to distingnish one corps from another. I there- 
fore attached myself to the first body of horse which I 
overtook, and in three minutes found myself in the 
middle of the enemy. 

There was a momentary check, during which the 
men demanded one of another, what regpnent this was. 
I do not know how the discovery of their own absolute 
intermingling might have operated, had not an officer 
called aloud, " Never mind your regiments, men, but 
follow me." In an instant I sprang to his side, and, 
seeing a mass of infantry close upon us, who, by the 
blaze of the musketry, we at once recognised to be 
French, he shouted out, " Charge !" and nobly led the 
way. We rushed on: the enemy fired, and eight of 
our number fell, among whom was our gallant kader. 

. A musket-ball pierced nis heart: he sprang out of his 
saddle, and fell dead to the ground. 

Another check was the consequence, and almost 
instinctively we recoiled: neither, indeed, was Ihe 
movement inopportune, for the impetuosity of a mere 
handM of men nad carried them mto the middle of a 
retreating column, and their destruction, had they 
lingered there, must have been inevitable. For myself, 
having ^azed hastily round, and noticed that the field 
was thidcly studded with dung-heaps, I scoured off in 
search of my own regiment, with which, when it had 
halted, a good way off, 1 aucceedfedm coming up. But 
I was determined, aa soon. 8a ^ \\»!^ ^ctqSSl c^c^sqis.^\k^ 

Wtam to the spot, a3idfiii'9L\3b©\io^'5^^^^5fta^^»flai%xiiS3^ 
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lome hoiirs afterwards, wlien the word was passed to 
dismount and rest, I carried my resolution into force. 



CHAPTEE XVn. 

The Field of Battle. 

It was pitch dark when the acceptable order was issued 
of whidi I have just spoken. It came, too, at a time 
when we found ourselves in the very heart of the camp 
which the French army had occupied on the morning 
of this eventful day, and very much struck were we by 
the ingenuity whicn these brave men had exhibited, in 
their endeavours to render the lodging even of a single 
night conmiodious. With wonderftil skill they had 
run up huts formed of the boughs of trees: the closely- 
interwoven leaves and branches of which were wellnigh 
weather-proof; while within, raw meat of every de- 
scription, — ^beef, pork, and mutton, lay scattered about 
in aosolute profusion. So beaten about was it, how- 
ever, in the nurry of the strife, and in many instances 
iBO vilely dressed, — the very hair being left on the 
morsels of the carcasses, and these but indifferently 
bled, — that, faint as we were for lack of food, we could 
not bring ourselves to touch it. We flung it from us 
in disgust, and refused to dress it. But me cravings 
of hunger are not to be stifled ; and not a few wandered 
away from the ranks which tiiey had been ordered to 
preserve, in the search after food, both for themselves 
and their horses. Among others, I and my comrade 
went forth upon a cruise ; and judging that the means 
of conveyance might be tmattainable if we went on 
foot, we quietly drew the girths so soon as a convenient 
opportumty offered, ana rode away. I never shall 
forget, so long as memory remains by me, the adven- 
tures of that extraordinary night. In the first place, 
the ground, whithersoever we went, was literally strewed 
with the wreck of the mighty battle. Arms of eveiy 
kind, — cuirasses, muskets, cannon, tumbrils, and drums, 
which seemed innumerable, cumbered the very face of 
i^e earth. Intermingled with ^e^e ^eit^ t\ij& ^^ax^insMk 
of the slain, not lying about m gcovx^% ol iova ^t"*^ 
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but flo wedged together, that we found it, in maa 
initanees, impossime to ayoid trampling tliem whet 
they lay under our horses* hoofb. Then, again, th 
knapsadu, either cast loose, or still adhering to thei 
owners, were countless. I confess that we opene 
many of these latter, hoping to find in them money, o 
articles of value, but not one— which I, at least, ei 
amined — contained more than the coarse shirts an 
shoes that had belonged to the dead owners, with hei 
«nd there a little pa^iige of tobacco, and a bag of snl 
And what was worst of all, when we dismounted i 
institute this search, our spurs for ever caught in tib 
gannents of the slain, and more than once we tri{ipe 
up, and fell ovot them. 

It was indeed a ghastly spectacle, which the feehi 
li^ht of a young moon rendered, if possible, moa 
hideous than it would have been if looked upon xmdi 
the fall glory of a meridian sun. For there is som* 
thing frightful in the association of darkness with tl 
dwefling of the dead ; and here the dead lay so Ihu 
and BO crowded together, that by and by it seemed i 
us as if we alone had suiyived to make mention of the 
destiny. 

There are iliose, I doubt not, who will shudd 
when I acknowledge, that men circumstanced as y 
were at that moment, know little or nothing of tl 
magnanimous feelings which in more peacefol hou 
take up their dwelling in the human heart. It is o\ 
of the worst results o? a life of violence, that it rende 
sudi as follow it selfish and mercenary: at least, 
would be ridiculous to conceal that, when the bloo< 
woric of the day is over, the survivor's first wish is 
secure, in the shape of plunder, some recompence f 
the rides which he has run and the exertions which ] 
has made. Neither does it enter into the mind of ti 
nhmdeorer to consider whether it is the dead body oi 
mend (»r of a foe from which he is seeking his boot 
I may be blamed« but I should deserve a double pc 
ikm of censure were I to deny that my thoughts we 
fixed mainly on the brave man whom I saw fall, as h 
been desenbed in the previous chapter ; and that n 
object in seddng him out waa to ^^«c%e myself of h 
wtkdk and gold sealfr— €bj&\sAJt^T q& ^\iNjd[i \.\^mSl %k 
ftaoe in the twiligkt wTciea Yife ^TOVfi^ ^\i»^^ 
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wHat I conceived an accurate memorandum of tlie field 
in which he struck his last blow, and raised his last 
war-cry, and finding that the crowds near at hand 
ofiered. nothing worth our acceptance, I suggested to 
my companion that we should seek him out. Accord- 
ingly, we mounted and rode off, and in due time arriyed 
where heaps of manure were piled up, beside one of 
which I knew that he was lyin^. I had not deceived 
myself: close beside the bodies of eight common 
troopers we found him. But other marauders had 
been on the prowl before us, for he was stripped to the 
yery skin. JPoor fellow! I saw where the ball had 
entered — exactly in the middle of the chest ; and I own 
that I then experienced something like reHef from the 
thought that I had been saved the sin — for such I now 
conceive that it would have been — of robbing him. 

Sobered, if not disheartened, by this disappointmenf^ 
we at once turned our faces homewards. Jout though 
it had been easy to quit the camp, we now found tlukt 
it would be a more difficult operation to regain it; for 
we lost our way, and were soon wandering we knew not 
whither, though still through a very crowd of slaugh- 
tered men. At last, we halted in desnair, and, picket- 
ing our horses, lay down upon the eartn and fell asleep. 
But the instinct of soldiers is remarkable; at early 
dawn we woke a^ain; and then, being realhr anxious 
that our jaded animals mi^ht obtain some reu'eshment, 
we looked eagerly round, m the hope that we might be 
able to discover some traces of a peaceful dwelling. 
We were not disappointed in this: at a considerable 
distance to the left, we discovered a house, which, 
having been set on fire the day previous, was stiU 
burning, and towards it, as fast as the nature of the 
ground would allow, we directed our steps. How 
frightful the whole scene! It was, indeed, a field of 
carnage over which we passed; and the smell of blood, 
as it rose upon the morning air, wellnigh sickened us. 

The house of which I am speaking stood upon what 
had been the right of the position oi the French army, 
and marked the point where the Prussians first fell in, 
when, late in the evening, they arrived to support us. 
The road which ran near it was blocked up with th| 
cannon which, in the hurry oi t\ie ^\^\., ^'Si «aKasOM| 
abandoned; and roxuxd tkem, wxi ^e>ioT^ wAXiSir 
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were heaps of slam — some of which had fallen mider 
the fire of the Prussians, others by the hands of our 
own men, who met them inHheir retreat and cat them 
down. With some dijQGiculiy we passed these wredb 
of the battle, and entering the farm-yard, fonnd it 
crowded with wonnded wretches, some of whom had 
eyidently received their hurts where they now lay, 
while otners seemed to have dragged themselyes Ihither 
m the hope of shelter. We could not shut onr ears to 
their frightful cries, yet we were powerless to aid them; 
and whsd; was to the riill as mortiAing, nothing of which 
we were in seardi lay here. We could not find so 
much as a drop of water wherewith to moisten our own 
lips or those of our horses, so we soon abandoned it, and 
misuie for another habitation, which stood at no great 
distance off. Here we trusted that we should be more 
fortunate, for the tide of war seemed to haye spared 
this dwelling, and though multitudes of persons went 
and came from about its doors, we still hoped that we 
might be in time to secure something. Accordingly, we 
pushed on, passing under the Obseryatory, as it has 
siuce been called, whence Kapoleon is said to have 
yiewed the battle and directed the moyements of his 
columns ; and great was our delight to find that not yet 
had the house or the premises round been thoroughly 
gutted. To be sure, plenty of people were there — some 
of them, too, peasants of tne country, who were helping 
themselyes to sheep, pigs, and bullocks — a whole droye 
of which we found, to our extreme surprise, penned up 
in a sort of yard, adjoining to the farmstead. These 
liye a Tiim als did not constitute the booty of which we 
were in search: we wanted com and water, and food 
fit for immediate use; and com and water, to our ex- 
treme satisfaction, we found, with both of which we 
plentifully regaled our now famishing chargers. 

Leaying the horses to take full adyantage of the 

piece of good fortune which had thus fallen to their 

share, we entered the house — ^but neither bread nor 

any other necessary of life was there. Busy hands had 

been before ours, for oyer the floors of tne different 

Jooma all manner of wearing apparel was scattered, and 

drawers broken and ranaajckea, ^w^ \»Vea. oC the 

manner in which they had emploje^ VJtL«icA^««^. K^ 

is^ I came by chance upoii a co$V>oat3L^\s^<^ ^w^ i^a 
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signs of liaying been rifled, and forcing it open, I saw 
tmit it contained some valuable china and cut glass. 
The sight of these articles recalled to my remembranoe 
that, on the evening previous to the battle, an officer of 
my troop had been so lucky as to stumble somewhere 
upon a bottle of wine, and that in proceeding to drink, 
when no cup was at hand, he had been obliged to break 
off the neck, and in so doing lost half of his trea- 
sure. I determined to convey to him both a glass and 
a service of china, and with this view, made a small 
selection, which I packed up in a basket. But I was 
not permitted to canr my good intentions into effect, 
for, on returning to tne stable, we found two Belmaji 
dragoons there, who invited us to partake of a nam 
which they had discovered; and my appetite being eX" 
oeedingly sharp, I laid down the basket in order to 
appease it. Some marauder observed this, and instantly 
snatched it up; nor had I time to pursue him, for just 
as I had risen to do so, a general officer galloped mto 
the farm-yard, and instantly there was a cry from all 
quarters, "Escape as you best can!" The general was 
loud in his denunciation of the plunderers: he told us 
that the provost was at hand, and we leaped into the 
saddle, resolved, if possible, to escape him. And well 
was it that we did so; for we had not passed from the 
gateway many roods, ere he and his guard made their 
appearance, after which nothing remamed for us but to 
make the best of our way at our briskest speed to the 
camp. 

The intelligence which we brought as to the cattle 
and sheep wmch we had seen at the farm-house was 
not thrown away. Party after party sallied out, and 
in half an hour there was mutton enough in our lines 
to furnish aU with a substantial meal. In a trice the 
cooks went to work, and by and by might be seen offi- 
cers and men devouring the half-dressed food like can- 
nibals. Neither were any questions asked concerning 
the sources from which a supply so acceptable came: 
all were anxious to partake of^it, and all, when the re- 
past was ended, looked and felt as if each were worth 
at least half a dozen of what he had been two hours 
previously. 

The first wants of natuie "bem^^OL^ ^'^Gs&^<5i^,'^^ 
were sent out, imdeT lioii-coixfflj^^^^sy^^^ ^^^R" 

1*^ 
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searcli for and bring in such wounded men as migHt 
haye fallen in the woods, or on broken ground, where 
they could not easily be discovered. Scores of human 
beings, who but for this humane proceeding must have 
perished, were thus snatched from the jaws of death— 
among whom were not a few mere boys, the whole of 
whom appeared to entertain of us, and especially of the 
surgeons, the most pitiable dread. It required, indeed, 
in several instances, two or three of us to hold the 
patient while the balls were extracted from his wounds 
and his hurts dressed; and then the gratitude of the 
unfortunate beings became as vehement as previously 
to the completion of the operation their fears had been 
ludicrous. Keither did we find it easy for some time 
afterwards to shake ourselves free from these convales- 
cents. Though told they were at liberty to return to 
their homes, they would not leave us, and even con- 
trived to crawl after us for a march or two, in order, as 
they said, to avoid the danger of falling into the lumds 
of the Prussians. 

It was noon ere the commissary arrived, bringmg 
with him com, biscuits, salt meat, and an allowance of 
spirits, the receipt of which proved eminently accept- 
able both to man and beast; after discussing which we 
received orders to fall in and march to the front. As 
we rose the hill an excellent opportunity was afforded 
of viewing, at a single glance, the whole theatre of 
these desperate operations. I have already spoken of 
the particular sights which, in the course of my wan- 
derings over the field, met me ; and I have now only 
to record that the e£Pect of a grand coup d'cnl was 
neither less astounding nor less awful thsoi any which 
had been produced by the examination of individual 
objects near at hand. We saw, too, that if the slaughter 
among the Erench had been terrible, our gdilant.army 
had not coma off unscathed. There, on the ground 
where they had fought, large heaps of English soldiers 
were scattered, soverine, for the most part, the face of 
their own position, and retaining to a certain extent 
the very order of their formations ; and here, on either 
side of the road which we were traversing, the pride of 
the gallant heavy brigade lay low. ioT tlaa Life Guards, 
the JUojals, and the Greyi^ lisA \>qc»ii oaxn&Wrj 'O^^'ot 
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impetuosity far into the heart of the French lines, and 
though more than victorious in the charge, were well- 
nigh cut to pieces. But wh^ continue these details— 
a hundred abler nens than mine have told the story of 
their prowess ana their suffering. I cannot add to the 
amount of information already po^essed by the public 
—so let me change my subject. 



CHAPTER XVJLIL 

The Adyance. 

Wb marched that day some distance on the road to 
Nivelle, and arriving towards dark at a very pretty 
village, we halted for the night in an orchard. There we 
remained the whole of the next day, cleaning our swords 
and accoutrements, which were covered with rust, and 

giving to our horses the rest and refreshment of which 
key stood sorely in need. As to our clothing, thafe 
was completely spoiled, and our boots we were obliged 
to cut from our legs, ere we could get them off. But 
four-and-twenty hours of repose and good feeding did 
wonders for us, and on the 20th we resumed our pro- 
gress, in high spirits and very tolerable order. A suc- 
cession of easy stages carried us to Catieaux, where we 
established ourselves in a pleasant grove, waiting for 
the arrival of the pontoons and heavy artillery, Tmich 
might be required to reduce the fortresses that lay in 
our front; and I am forced to say that the three days 
which we spent there were not wasted. Not far from 
our encampment lay a large village, which, on recon- 
noitring it, we found to be abandoned; and, as the 
foolish people had left all their effects behind them» 
we saw no reason why we should not save the camp- 
followers some trouble, by appropriating them to our 
own use. The consequence was, that our meals were 
not only abundant but sumptuous; — ^fowls, geese, tor- 
keys, ducks, pigs* rabbits, and flour and garden-stuff in 
abundance, mniished forth, with wine and beer, our 
daily tables ; and it would be injustice to all parties 
did I not add, that we dealt mm ^keta. ^ ^q^ri «» 
wont to do who, having kuowii NrtjaXi Sit \& *Vi i'ft^^si 
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oompulsion, take care, when the opportunity offersi to 
feast with hearty good will. 

It was my especial delight to wander through the 
woods adjoining our encampment alone; on one of 
which occasions I encountered the adjutant, who, after 
telling me that he had looked for me for some tune, 
asked whether I could speak French. I was not with- 
out apprehension that something mi^t have gone 
wrong, so I answered in the negative. Upon which he 
replied, "Don't you think you could get out a few 
words in that language, if you were paid an extra franc a 
dayP" "I dare say I could, sir," replied I, smiling. " Oh, 
I thought so," was tiie answer ; " so come along with 
me." i followed the adjutant accordingly, and found 
ihat I had been selected to act as Serjeant m a mounted 
staff corps, of which it would be tne duty to protect 
the country people from ill usa^e, and to repress, alonff 
the route of the army, everythm^ like plundering and 
Tiolence. From eacn regiment m the brigade three 
men were chosen, over whom I was set; and the orders 
which I received were, that I should detach six, three 
on each flank, during the march, and myself bring up 
the rear with the remaining three. We were not to act 
as executioners, nor yet as a provost guard, but simply 
as a military police ;•— that is to say, we were to arrest 
all persons whom we might find marauding, and to 
hand them over to the provost for pimishment. And 
in order to make us known, as well as to ensure for us 
the respect of our fellow-soldiers, each man was sup- 
plied with a scarlet belt, which he was desired to pass 
over his right shoulder, and to regard as a badge of 
honourable distinction. 

It will readily be believed that I accepted the dis- 
tinction thus proffered to me, thankfully, the more so 
at I found that it carried an addition of two francs 
daily to my pay, and one franc to each of the men who 
were placed under me. Neither had I any cause to 
repent of the arrangement. On the contrary, I more 
than once found myself in a position to render essential 
service to the helpless, at tne same time that I hin* 
dered my own people from doing wrong ; and of the 
£nt instance in which. 1 came to e^etc^^To^ wsihorlty, 
H may be as well if I give k "brie? Bift^soxoA, 

»« dvj after I receweei xkj ^^^cwstaassis^ ^i?^ 
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marclied; and I, obeying the instmotions that had 
been conmranicated to me, dispersed two of my threes 
on each flank, and with the remaining triad brought np 
the rear. It might be about noon wl^n we approached 
a house by the rc^ulside from which lamentable cries^ 
as of people in distress, proceeded. '' Serjeant !" ex« 
claimed the colonel, who rode near me, " dfo you hear 
that P Gro and see what is the matter." In an instant 
I called my men, and desiring them to dismount, lefb 
one in charge of the horses, while with the other two, 
sword in huid, I entered. The house was full of Bel- 
nan dragoons, who had been plundering and iU-treating 
the peome at a great rate. 1 told them what my duty 
was, called upon them to surrender, compelled them to 
restore to the inhabitants the effects wnich they had 
taken, and made a dozen of them prlscmers. Tne re- 
mainder fled through the back door, and we saw them 
DO more. I cannot undertake to describe the gratitude 
of the poor people, whose property, and in some in- 
stances more than their property, we thus preserved. 
Neither have I power to tell how astonished the Bel- 
gians were, when they foxmd themselves handed over 
to a sort of power which was marvellouBly rapid in the 
administration of justice. The whole of them were 
stripped on the instant, and received a dozen each-Hi 
salutary example — ^which taught the allies that they, ' 
not less than the Engh'sh, would not by our wise and 
noble commander be allowed to ^rpetrate, with impu- 
nity, wrongs upon the innocent inhabitants of France, 
purely because with the Erench government their own 
nappened to be at war. 

We halted that day about noon, not far from a gen- 
iieman's house, which I was ordered to protect, and 
where, with my comrades, I spent the night. Next 
morning, as a matter of course, the march was resumed. 
But except that we were joined at a large yiUage^wP 
rather town, through which we passed, by Louis XV iJLL 
and his suite, there occurred nothing of which it if 
worth while to take especial notice. To be sure, the 
manner in which the people of the town received the 
king, whom but a few weeks previously they had driven 
into banishment, was exceemngly characteristic. Tri« 
umpb&l orcheB and green \>ou^% "vret^ ^tQ^:!^^^ ^i^ ^Cca 
head of the principal streetB. 'Bei\^<b^^\&^^ii^j^^^'^^^ 
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xna^trates and leading men of the place, as well as a 
number of gaily-dressed maidens, who sfa^wed flowers 
in the way of the royal party, and offered bouquets ; 
while the air was rent with discordant shouts, from 
which no more could be gathered, than that the parties 
shouting were disposed to make the most of passing 
events as they occurred. But I must not omit to de- 
scribe a scene which befel in the same town, and in 
which I was myself an actor. I have often thought of 
it since with amazement, and possibly my readers may 
think, with me, that it was at least a strange one. 

Qlie brigade halted in this town for the night ; and I 
received a billet on a particular house, to which, as may 
be supposed — accompanied by my comrade — I imme- 
diately repaired. We knocked at the front door, but 
nobody answered ; whereupon we made our way round 
to the rear, where, trying the latch, we ascertained that it 
was not fastened, and immediately entered. We found 
ourselves in a passage, from which, on the right and 
left, two doorways diverged. One of these — ^that on tiie 
left-— we tried, and were ushered into a small apart- 
ment, where, before a table literally covered with gold 
coins and bags of money, sat a man engaged, as it 
seemed, in reckoning up the amount of his treasure. 
The creaking of the door upon its hinges seemed to 
have disturbed him, for he instantly looked behind^ 
and the expressions of astonishment, fear, a^ony, and 
horror which passed in rapid succession over his counte- 
nance, I shaU never forget. He threw himself at once 
flat upon the table, stretching out his arms in the vain 
effort to conceal his wealth ; and then, in a tone of voice 
which bespoke the extent of his alarm, desired to be in- 
formed as to our wishes. I hastened to assure him that 
he had nothing to apprehend from us. I told him that 
we were English, not Prussians ; and the announce* 
ment at once relieved him so far, that he was able to 
demand the cause of our intrusion ; and on my inform* 
ing him, he hastened to tell us that we were heartily 
welcome. He entreated us to go to the kitchen, where 
his housekeeper would take chi^ge of us ; and, without 
BO much as pausing to ascertain the amount of his ex- 
posed treasure, we at once obeyed., lie^w^ %iTCkSSMifcc<OT>a 

Incky fellow in having faSlen. into o\aV«»^T«JiWt*OwsBk. 

into those of any of the gaXiMit «S^e^ V^aa.\, co-^^«t\»Xft^ 



THE LIGHT DBAeOOK. 169 

"Witli US. We got a good supper, and an excellent bed; 
l>nt lie retained his Napoleons, which, had some of 
Hluclier's dragoons seen them, would hare made their 
"vray probably to Prussia, at all events to Paris or ite 
environs. 

Up to the present point the British army seemed to 
liave followed a route of its own. Our march of the 
next day brought us upon the track of the Prussians ; 
and the contrast between our discipline and theirs was 
curious in the extreme. Our column passed, for ex- 
ample, about noon, a large ch£i>teau, with a village 
attached ; and I and my men were sent, as a matter of 
course, to protect both. Alas ! we came too late. The 
Prussians had been here before us, and the skill and 
industry with which thev seemed to have carried on the 
Work of devastation I nave no language to describe. 
In the chateau there was not one article of furniture, 
j&om the costly pier-glass down to the common coffee* 
cup, which they had not smashed to atoms. The flour- 
txnil, likewise, attached to the mansion, was all gutted, 
the sacks cut to pieces, and the flour wantonly scattered 
over the road. Stables, cow-sheds, poultry-houses, and 
gardens, seemed to have been, with infinite care, ren- 
dered useless ; and as to living things, there was none— 
not BO much as a half-starved pigeon — to be seen about 
Ihe premises. In like manner, the village was one 
wide scene of devastation. Its inhabitant appeared, 
indeed, to have escaped, for we came upon no numan 
being, nor the corpse of any; but furniture, doors, 
win£)ws, and here and there roofs, all seemed to have 
passed through the merciless hands of the spoilers. I 
never beheld such a specimen of war, conducted in a 
spirit of ferocious hostuity. I was half ashamed of the 
connexion that subsisted, between ourselves and the 
Prussians, when I looked upon the horrid work which 
th^ had perpetrated. 

Having wandered over this wretched place, and as- 
certained that our presence was altogether useless, we 
mounted again, and rode on. Our route lay somewhat 
apart from that of the column, and carried us towards 
a wood, on approachmg which we were challenged by 
a peasant, armed with a musket, and determined, as hia 
bearing showed, to dispute ova ioc^iSaKt ^tq^«^^. t 
told him what we were ; "upon "w^"53cl V'b YM^assiSs;?! ^sr 
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covered his armB, and entreated us to come forwaidi uii 
He became, indeed, our guide, and conducted us to a p v 
open space in the forest, wherein were collected theim> lyi 
fortunate fugitives irom the very place which we liad H 
just abandoned. There they were, men, women, and m 
children, established in a sort of bivouac, whither they lit 
had escaped with such little firagments of their pro- liii 
perty as the alarm of a moment had enabled them to h 
earry off. Poor things! they clustered round ou h 
saddie-bowB, as if we Imd been guardian angcJs sent to |i 
protect them from further violence. They offered u 
all that they had, which, of course, we refused to aoo^ 
and gratefully listened to our declarations that, for bm 
present at least, danger had passed avray. I have tiie 
satisfaction of remembering that, at my suggestioB» 
they gathered up their effe^ on iLe instant, and went 
bacK to reoccupy the houses from which our BonosmbMk 
ferocious friends had driven them. — ^We rode on, and ^ 
an due time reached an eminence, just beyond whidi 
the column had been directed to halt for the night. We 
pulled up on the summit to look round us, and saw, a 
little way removed from the line of march, another 
Tillage, in which the process of marauding was g(HDg 
on in fyi vigour. Multitudes of stragglers had brdEsn 
in upon the inhabitants, who were fleeing in eveiy 
direction, pursued by their enemies. It was a shocking 
wpectaude ; and, as in duty bound, I resolved* as &r as 
my means went, to give to it a different diaracter. I 
accordingly commanded my party to draw swords, and 
down we went at frill speed into the heart of the viHage. 
The effect of our charge was marvellous : the plunderers 
dropped their booty and fled in all directions. We 
rode after them, belabouring them with the flats of our 
swords, and in Ave minutes md the satisfiiction of know- 
ing that order was entirely restored. It is an old 
aphorism, the truth of which all ezperienoe confirms, 
inat good actions invariably brin£ tiieir own rewarcL 
We were not only thanked by the authorities of the 
place, but feasted and felted at the principal inn ; uid 
we spent the night among these |K)or peo^e as merrily 
as those are wont to do Tmom their ei^rtainers regaro 
as special bene&ctors. 

In this manner X contmwedL 1x17 TDaa cO ci^ ^g;:Ts&%^^gis^ 
Section, wherever X «nd my "^gwctj «bcw^ \ft ^Qwb ^^wt- 
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wms and property of all orders of Erenchmen, by whom 
Ve were uniformly treated as friends and preservers. 
SiQch services were not always unattended with personal 
eiak ; and once, in particular, we owed our preservation, 
ftt least as much to our ingenuity, or presence of mind, 
fts to the badges which we carried. We had observed 
H large mansion, removed by a considerable space from 
tlie road, and judging that it would be regarded as a 
prize by the marauders, we put spurs to our horses, 
vnd happily reached it ere any stragglers from the 
mny coxud come up. I knocked at me door, which 
we found closed, but nobody answered: I loiocked 
again, but still the signal was disregarded ; on which, 
hsving previously observed that all the stables were 
empty, and that not a living thing was to be seen on 
tiie premises, I came to the conclusion that the place 
was abandoned. Under this impression, I had already 
diieoted my men to remount, for the purpose of pro- 
oeeding elsewhere, when one of the upper windows 
opened, and a man putting his head through, desired 
ta be informed who we were. I replied that we were 
** English police:" upon which he immediately en- 
treated me to wait, and in a few seconds opened the 
door for our reception. He was an old gentleman^ 
Terr veneraUe in nis appearance, and frill of alarm— 
aa ne well might be — on account of his family and 
effects, and for his wife and two daughters, who were 
in the house with him ; for he not unnaturally mistook 
Qa for Prussians, of whose mode of dealing, wherever 
tiiey went, the rumour had already reached him. 
Finding, however, that our business was to protect* 
not to fleece him, his gratitude sets my powers of ex- 
pression at defiance ; and the ladies, who soon joined 
va, were to the full as lavish of their thanks as he. 

We had scarcely passed his threeihold, when a whole 
awBim of Belgians made their appearance, flocking up 
from a village which they had just plundered, and 
hastening to eflect the same end at the ch£i>teau. I de- 
termined at once to resist them ; so, planting one of 
my men as a sentry at the door, I drew the rest undef 
eover, and quietly waited to meet the issue, be it what 
it might. On came the marauders as fast as they could 
nn ; and very angry as well aa ^ijce^i^Itj %\flr^Tafc^^«sA 
they to £nd their farther "gxogcfe^a ^-^xsi*^ \s^ aa^ 
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sentinel. They peremptorily desired to know wlui 
our business was there ; and some officers— of whom 
a good many bore them company — ^seemed resolute, 
in spite of the vidette, to force an entrance. Upon thii 
I went out, and told them that we had been sent by the 
commander-in-chief to take possession of the quarter, 
and that his arriyal there, with the Staff of the Armj, 
was every moment to be expected. The effect upo& 
these gentlemen was electrical : they repeated my tale 
to the men; gave the word to fall in; were obeyed 
with marvellous celerity, and marched off without dmg 
the slightest damage to anything. Their departoie 
relieved the old gentleman at once irom. all his anzietf, 
and induced him to cast everything like disguise aside* 
About twenty peasants, well armed, accorcQngly came 
forth from their niding places. Horses, cattle, poultrf, 
were in like manner released ; and, in ten minutefl, the 
chateau, with all the out-buildings attached to it, gvt$ 
signs of ample vitality and very great abundance. We^ 
of course, and our horses, were treated to our hearii* 
content — ^besides receiving a warm invitation to visit 
the family again as often as opportunitieB might offer; 
and finally, we did not quit the place till a thousand 
proofs had been afforded that, in tne faithful dischar^ 
of the duties assi^ed to us, we had done real servioe 
to those who needed it. 

In this manner I continued my march, day by day 
gladdened by the thought that I had been tne means 
of preserving many an innocent family irom. wrongs 
and many a village as well as chateau £rom total de- 
struction. At' last, the head-quarters of the army 
reached NeuiUy, where and around which an extensive 
encampment was formed. It was from the high grounds 
near the village that I obtained my first view of Fans ; 
and its gilded domes . and spires, and innumerable 
minarets, impressed me, as well as the prodigiooB 
extent of its area, with sensations of profound admirft' 
tioffi. I acknowledge, too, that I thought, not without 
pity, of the state of public feeling as it must have then 
operated in the city — ^where, from hour to hour, the 
advance of hostile columns was anticipated, and men 
could count on no otlier Te«v]i\> t\\»sv that their streets 
irouJd become the scenes oi etenie. X«^.VJs^^\\3^^'s^^Biss^^ 
wo made appeared to -pToimAe^ \>^\X«t ^fiKfli^, ^s)^"^^ 
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^oing and coining of frequent flags of trace told a tale 
sf negotiations in progress. To be sure, the horizon 
leemed at one time entirely overcast ; for a corps of 
French troops, which occupied Montmartre, refused to 
fall back when required to do so, and were instantly 
attacked and driven from their positions by a portioit 
of our infantry. But, except on that occasion, no fight- 
ing took j>lace, though the outposts of the hostile armies 
weHnigh touched one another, and on both sides the 
extreme of vigilance was by night and day exhibited. 

While we lay in this place, which, bemg of limited 
extent, afforded but inadequate acconmiodation even 
to the head-quarter staff, I found myself involved in a 
l^e adventure, of which, because of the interest which 
it excited in me at the moment, I may as well give 
some account. 

I was late of reaching Neuilly— so late, indeed, that 
when I came up the place was crowded. I reported 
mjTself to the commanding officer, showed that all was 
nf^ht, and received from him directions to pass the 
night in the streets — ^unless, indeed, I should prefer 
crossingto a town which lay on the farther side of the 
river, xhere would, however, be some risk attendant 
<m this move, because the tricolour still floated from 
one of its pubHc buildings, and the impression was, 
that the French had not yet withdrawn from the place. 
TSfat rehshing, however, the prospects of a night spent 
in fasting and the open air, I proposed to four or my 
people — Germans, belonging to an hussar regiment-— 
that we should reconnoilre me town together. I found 
them quite ready to share the enterprise with me, and 
towurdiB the river side we accordingly proceeded. 

We found that the bridge was barricaded on both 
sides; though in both barricades openings had been 
made sufficiently large to admit of the passing of a man 
and horse. We therefore rode through, when, leaving 
two of the men to keep guard at the ^rtiier side, I took 
tiiie remaining two with myself, and advanced with 
great caution and deliberation towards the town. The 
Srst object that met our eyes, on approaching the main 
street, was a huge tricoloured fliag, which waved over 
the barracks of the Chasseurs of the National Guard on 
an eminence hard by. As may \>e «V3lY5^^^^i ^'^ ^raass^ 
^d not the effect of rendexing xxa \es& c%k>&<sq&\^ms^ 
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theless, on we went — ^neither seeing nor liearing isvh 
thing. Li fact, the town was deserted. We rode qtm 
through — passing np one street and jretuming; hf 
another — and then trotted off to make our coiuadef 
aware of how matters stood, and to join them witii ovr 
selves in our search after novelties. 

We looked ont for some respectable cabaret, lumug 
made np our minds to establish there onr head-qnarton; 
and had not ^one far ere the well-known sign of tiie 
Bush informea as that onr object was attainable. We 
knocked, but ^e signal was not regarded : we enteredi 
and saw that the house was as desolate as Hie streeU 
A fire was burning on the hearth — ^the dock oontiiniad 
to go--on the counter there stood a jug half fiUed wifli 
wine — and in a cupboard we found a loin of mutton 
cooked, with a well-dreBsed salad, both readj to be 
served up. We next examined the cellars, which weie 
abundantly stocked with casks, all, as we ascertained 
bj sounding them, full of wine. In a word, it was pne- 
mselj the sort of domicile of which we were in seank 
and we made up our minds not to look fitrther. 

The next thm^ to be thought of was the aoeom- 
modation of our horses, for which we were not slow in 
ascertaining that the cabaret could do nothing. I 
accordingly proceeded to the house adjoining, in tii0 
rear of wmch I found a stable, which, on ezaminalaoD, ^ 
proved to be fitted up with half a dozen stalls, and 
abundantly stocked both with forage and litter. I 
threw the bridle over my mare's neck, and led her 
towards the door; but she snorted, tossed up her headi 
and, in spite both of coaxing and punishment, refused ' 
to enter. " There must be something uncommon here," 
exclaimed I, as I seized a fork and ran in. To toss Ihe 
litter about was but to obey the impulse of the moment, 
and there, sure enough, we found beneath the straw i 
[French soldier, shot Ihrough the heart, dead as a stone, 
but fully accoutred. How he could have come there 
we were at a loss to conjecture. But a practical ao- . 
quaintance with the events of war has a marvellooB 
effect in stifling men's sympathies on occasions like the 
present. We lifted the body in our arms, cast it into 
the river, and having msAe otix Wc^ec^ <:<ymfortable in 
the stalls, which they no \ongct tfe^^^^ qwsq::^,'^^ 
*''**«imed ix> the cabaret, now^©m«Sa»goftfe^Xo**!^^^i^^ 
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the same praiseworthy consideration towards our- 
aelTes. 

We ate and drank merrily that night, bnt committed 
no excess : indeed, we could not divest ourselves of the 
suspicion that, after all, a snare might have been laid 
for Tis, and the same feeling of half anxiety which 
hindered us &om lying down, operated, among other 
causes, to keep us sober. Once or twice, moreover, we 
went abroad, examining the houses near, and loitering 
at the comers of streets ; but not one sign of human 
life could we discover : the place was evidently deserted. 
Accordingly, when dawn came in, I rode across to 
Keuilly, wnere many of my comrades met me, and it 
was agreed among us that we should return in a body, 
and spend that day as I and my former companions had 
spent the last. I nave nothing to relate of events that 
befel till towards dusk, when, nrom my place beside the 
board, and surrounded by a dozen or more of the 11th, 
I saw a man peep in at the front door and instantly 
withdraw again. I sprang un, without speaking a word, 
and found a a poor Erenclunan hovering about the 
threshold, who, not without manifest indications of 
alarm, told me that he was the master of the house. 
A sort of general explanation inmiediately followed. 
"We oilerea to ^ay for the provisions which we had 
tiJcen: he positively refused to accept a sou; and 
teliing US that his wife and daughter, and, indeed, all 
the rest of the inhabitants, were concealed in the woods, 
whither they had fled, he went away at our request to 
assure them that we were English, not Prussians, and 
that they might return without scruple to their houses. 
A happy fanmy was that, so soon as its several members 
founa memselves settled once more under the shadow 
of their own roof, and the invaders, from whom they 

, had fled, anxious rather to apologize for what was past 
than to inflict upon them or their property fresh in- 
juries. Indeed, the entire place appeared to change its 
character as house after house became tenanted, and 
the light-hearted owners betook themselves to their 
ordinary occupations. Nor can I pass on to other sub- 
jects without recording that the mutual goodwill which 
sprang up among us at the outset never suffered a 
moment'a interruption. Thro\x^l;i.ou\» ^ «^%igfe <^^\^<s m&1| 

twelve mouthA which I Bpent m ot Tifiax'S^M^^^T"^ 



176 THX LIGHT DSJLGK>Oir. 

always to my friend of the cabaret a welcome gnesti 
and I quitted him and his amiable wife and daughter, 
at last, not without marks of unafifected sorrow on both 
sides. 



CHAPTEE XIX. 

Paris and its EnTiroiis. 

On the 7th of July intelligence reached us that Paris 
had capitulated,' and shortly afterwards the order 
arriyed to march in the direction of the capital It was 
not, however, my fortune to witness or participate in 
the triumphal entrance which our columns made, for, 
with twenty-seven more mounted men — of all nations, 
and belonging to all corps — I was detached to protect 
the chateau of Bagatelle, in the Bois de Boulogne, 
where the Duke de Berri resided. It was a ohanmng 
place, with a park, gardens, terraces, a sheet of water, 
a Venetian bridge, artificial rocks and grottoes, and 
hermitages innumerable. Neither, except on the score 
of hard duty, had we much to complain of, seeing that 
the duke allowed for our daily use twelve botttes of 
Burgundy, besides giving us a Kitchen-garden, whence 
at pleasure we might supply our table with yeffetables 
and fruit. But as the rations both for men ana horses 
were distributed only in Paris, the fatigue of fetching 
them from a point so distant proved often trying 
enough, especially as our duty required us every 
evening to patrol by reliefs round the grounds, from 
sunset till after sunrise on the foUowmg morning. 
Nor, indeed, were these precautions xmnecessary. A 
lar^e encampment had been formed in the wood, from 
which marauders came forth at all hours, whom nothing 
except the display of our scarlet belts hindered from 
reducing the duke's well-kept pleasure-grounds to the 
state of a howling wilderness. 

I shall never forget the impression that was made 
upon me the first time I visited Paris. Such a spec- 
tacle as the French capital exhibited then, will not, in 
all human probability, come, «^\<fe«A\.iQt^^hile, under 
the observation of my TeBk^«t% \ ^Vet^^ot^ "S^ ^^^^^ 
'•dly describe it iix detaaii, cox^^i Wq^\s^ ws^ ^-^^s 
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of langnage to do justice to the subject, but that I feel 
to be impossible. Of the Champs Elys^s, with its 
noble ayenues, its stately trees, and its mmnphal arch, 
I need not sa.^ anything. They, aa weU as me Palace 
of the Taileries, the Place de Concorde, and all the 
streets and squares adiacent, were, I dare say, pretty 
much what me traveller who visits Paris in 1844 will 
find them. But the interminable encampments and 
bivouacs which overspread them — ^the countless rows 
of huts which everywnere crowded xroon the eye— the 
imoeasinff noise of drums, trumpets, clarions, and other 
musical instruments— the hubbub of voices which a»* 
sailed you, as men of all nations conversed or sported 
together — ^these thin^, together with the passing and 
repassing of thousands of men and women, as if some 
huge ant-hill had been disturbed, and instead of ants» 
human beings came forth &om its recesses, created al- 
together su3i a scene as cannot be conceived, unless it 
has been seen, and is never seen twice in any man'a 
lifetime. For myself, I was perfectly astounded ; and 
rode on, with oifficulty persuading myself that the 
whole was other than a dream. 

We found the Parisians, particularly the women* 
civil, and even Mendly, to ihe greatest degree. They 
chafiTered with us, flirted with us, sold their wares, and 
took our money with the best grace possible, and gave 
us in return a plentiful supply of mdifferent brandy, 
served out in marvellously small glasses. We never, 
however, had much time to spend among them ; for 
the way was long, and our burdens of forage and provi- 
sions weighty. Still, a trip to Paris became one of our 
favourite recreations; ana I, aa holding rank in my 
party, found more than one opportunity of going 
■tibither when not on duty, Por the most part, now- 
ever, my time was pretty much occupied in attending 
to the conduct of my men, more than one of whom, aa 
soon as the £ruit began to ripen, I caught in the act of 
plundering. But the Duke de Bern, to do him justice, 
was extremely considerate on all such occasions, so 
that the delinquent generally escaped with a few hours* 
incarceration. 

While employed on this service, I had, more thaa 

imce, the satisfaction of spending «» ^^^^^n^ifi^istf^&l 

at the cabaret near ^euiuy. m^ te^asiKfi^ ^^a^ ^af^ 
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tered in that town, and as often as leisure wonld per- 
mit, I rode over to see them, on wliich occasions I 
never failed of meeting from the good people of the 
honse the most hearty and ajffectionate reception. 
Neither did fortune fail of throwing in my way new 
acquaintances, from whose gratitude the means whicli 
I possessed of serving them drew forth many solid 
tokens of regard. I need not tell those who have 
visited the French capital, that the banks of the Seine, 
to a great extent below Paris, are covered with vine- 
yards; and probably there will be needed no direct 
statement from me to make my readers in general be- 
lieve, that as the fruit began to ripen, the cultivators 
found it no easy matter to save their harvests from the 
rapacious hands of the foreign soldiers that were esta- 
blished among them. To such a height, indeed, was 
the practice of marauding carried, that guards were 
granted to such townships as applied for them, to pro- 
tect the vineyards; and even these did not always suc- 
ceed in hindering serious damage from being done to 
the property of me industrious cultivators. It chanced, 
that immediately opposite to Bagatelle, though sepa- 
rated from the duke's grounds by the river, lay some 
very extensive vine-farms. Over and over again ttey had 
been invaded, and as much damage done by treading 
down the vines as by carrying off the finit, when the 
representatives of the village came across, and en- 
treated that I would spare some of my men for their 
Srotection. I told them, what was true, that I had 
etached so many in other directions, that no more 
could be spared. But I offered to accompany them to 
Paris, and to become their spokesman in representing 
the case to the proper authorities. 

To Paris we accordingly went — the mayor, one or 
two other functionaries, and myself— and proceeding 
direct to the colonel's quarters, I made tne circum- 
stances of the case known, and received from him an 
order to detach two of my men, for the protection of 
the parties for whom I had interceded. This was im- 
mediately done. I went with the men, gave them their 
orders, namely, to keep watch by turns from dawn to 
dark, by oecupymg an eminence, 'w\ieiic» l\vft country 
^r miles rouna could be xeconnoitTc^, wA \Ai Vw^^ -^^ 
k ^4 peasajiU tLemselveB to Bet ^Vi wcm^i^ ^goax^ 
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80 soon as the ni^ht should set in. On the other hand, 
I received from the authorities an assurance that my 
men should be well cared for, plenty of good victuaui 
provided for them, and their horses supplied with 
forage ; while, over and above, it was intimated to me, 
that a cover would be laid for myself every day at the 
chief auberge in the place ; and that whenever I felt 
disposed to go across, I should partake of the good 
things which it afforded. All this was very fair ; and 
never once, from the beginning to the end of the har- 
vest weeks, had I or mv men &emost distant occasion 
to complain that our villagers had grown ahck in their 
attentions. On the contrary, as the red band effeo- 
tuallv served its purpose, the people's gratitude grew 
so, that I and my people sometmies found it difficmt to 
reject the favours which they pressed upon us. 

At last, however, the harvest was got in, snugly and 
to as good purpose as if the foot of the stranger had 
never defiled the soil of IVance ; and I had abeady 
given orders for my people to return, when a deputa- 
tion from the commune waited upon me, to request 
that I would honour them with my company at the 
httle fite, wherewith it was their custom to celebrate 
their harvest-home. 

I accepted the invitation, as may be supposed, and 
do not remember haviog been present, in any part of 
the world, at a series of entertainments which more 
interested or amused me. We began with a public 
breakfast at eight iu the morning, to which about fifty 
persons, young and old, sat down : after which, on the 
green, and. to the sound of their own band, the lads 
and lasses danced till two. Then followed a dinner, 
sumptuous, abundant, and well served up, over which 
the mayor presided, where the great subject of rivalry, 
among all who were present, appeared to be how we, 
the s^angers, should oe most honoured. There was no 
lack of excellent wine, nor any disposition to stay the 
bottle in its progress ; indeea, we did not rise from 
table tiU past nve, and many well-applauded toasts 
had been given. But the pleage of the day was the 
health of the three English cavaliers, to whom the 
kind-hearted peasants dedared that they were indebted 
for preservation from famine, ^ot '^^a K5ce^ ^- ^^^afc 
mayor, after proposing tlie toaat, m\«rBJk&\sN5sgs^ ^ 

11 ^ 
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fying to U8, lianded to me three paper packets, whicli 
he requested me to divide with the soldiers under my 
oommand, in testimony of the high sense which was 
entertained in the commtine of our services. It was ia 
vain that I besought him not to press upon us favoun 
which were far beyond both our merits and our ex- 
pectations. We mid done no more than our duty, and 
•were glad that we had been instrumental in preserving 
the pioperfcy of persons who had eiven such manifola 
jMTOofs of theor excellence. But uie ma;^or was reso- 
lute. He showed, indeed, that my persisting in the 
rejection of his bounty would have occasioned to him 
and his townspeople serious annoyance; I was obliged, 
therefore, to accept the packets, which contained just 
sixty francs a-piece. 

Of the habits of the Duke of Berri I have little to 
record, except that he lived a life of great sedusion, 
and was, and knew that he was, to the last degree un- 
popular among his countrymen. He never went from 
home except at night, and always returned again with 
as much privacy as possible, abcmt the same liour on 
l^e night following. Why he should have been thus 
distasteful to the Erench I cannot conjecture. He has 
repeatedly honoured me with a few nunutes' conversa- 
ti<m, and I always found him affable, frank, and con- 
descending; but it is certain that the French people 
hated him, and that the columns of the newspapers 
were crowded with stories and assertions to his dis- 
advantage. Of the fate of that unfortunate nrince I 
need not now speak. Even at the period to wnich mr 
present narrative refers, the probable occurrence of sudb. 
an event might have been safely predicted; and so 
fully did the Ihike himself appear to be convinced of the 
fact, that he dwelt, as I have just said, in tibie strictest 
and most guarded privacy. 

In the course of this autumn there occurred for the 

amusement of the Allied Sovereigns several grand re* 

views, at all of which I was present, rather as a spectator 

than as an actor. It was my duty, as one of the cavalry 

staff, to keep the ground, or attend on the officers com- 

mandiag; and the opportumtiea thereby afforded me 

ofaeeing all that passed were very gp^^- \T«TGksaiS(»s& 

that on one occasion a\>ove ^OQO nxVlcwiltt. ckhsJoj , «sA^ 

OKrairy m JBritiah. pay, -were -pioaAjB^ \o^«^et . V^vSco^ 
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that the whole world could produce no stich imposing 
spectacle as they presented ; and the heavy brigades 
in particnlar — ^the Life Guards, the Blues, the Bojals, 
and the Greys — drew forth bursts of spontaneous 
applause, even from the French nopulace. Yet there 
occurred an event which, thougn ludicrous in the ex- 
treme, threatened to produce some serious results, and 
out of which I am by no means sure that serious results 
did not here and there arise. The order of the day 
was to present the semblance of a cavalry action, in 
which a Dody of Brunswick horse wereposted on one 
of the roads, to represent the enemy. These stood in 
£ront of as dense a crowd of dviiifiais as Paris, and the 
towns and villages near, may be supposed to have sent 
forth, while everywhere carriages nad taken up their 
stands, so that the whole area was thronged, llie 
heavy hiisade was ordered to dislodge them. They 
caWonKrt Bteadfly, covered by & skirmishexS^ 
by and by they formed line, and the trumpet sounded 
to trot. Them came the signal to gallop, and to charge; 
and it was obeyed with such a show of vigour as fkirlj 
upset the common sense of the Brunswickers. A panio 
seized them: they imagined that they were going to be 
ridden down; and suddenly wheeling round, they 
scampered off in all directions, making a way for them- 
selves, without respect of persons, tl^ough the middle 
of the crowd. I defy a stoic to retain his gravity, if he 
had witnessed the scenes that followed. There were 
the people shrieking and running for their lives : there 
the Brunswickers spurring as if a legion of fiends had 
been in pursuit of them, and casting over their shouldeife, 
from time to time, looks of the most abject temnr. 
And, finally, there was the heavy brigade, grave as 
judges, tm the trumpet sounded a hall^ when, as if an 
irresistible impulse n^id come on them, they all burst 
into a roar of laughter. I never saw such a scene of 
mirth as that parade-ground presented ; and unless my 
■memory deceive me, among the heartiest laughers of 
aU were the Duke himself and the Emperor or Eussia. 
In the month of September of this year I bade adieu 
to the chateau of Ba^telle, and moved with my Httle 
detachment into Paris. I got a billet on a gentleman 
of the name of Vandaamne, an a^^e><Mi^*\sSKt^"^«to- 
idee, who resided in tide B,\ie &\,.^OTi'3t4v«A' 
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ing to deliver it, was informed that there was no room 
in the house for mj accommodation. My host, how- 
ever, offered terms in Heu of what the law allowed me, 
which I did not think that it would be judicious to re- 
fuse. He gave me five francs a day, wherewith to pro- 
vide board and lodging; and the lodging being fur- 
nished with an excellent stable, in which my horse was 
put up, I managed, out of my daily allowance, to fare 
sumptuously at one of the restaurants. 

I am not going to describe Paris, or it£ endless places 
of pubhc amusement. Were the subject fresh, instead 
of being absolutely stale, I could not iiatter myself with 
possessing skill enough to bring the strange picture 
vividly before the reader's eye ; and such a picture, if 
not vividly painted, had better not be painted at all. 
Everybody knows how matters are managed within the 
precincts of the Palais Royal, — how vice walks abroad 
imdisguised and unblushing, — ^how the gaming-tables 
are thronged, and other scenes enacted, of which even 
to speak in English society would cover the cheek 
with blushes. Again, the Louvre, with its treasures, 

fathered from every nation under heaven, was, in the 
ays of which I now speak, a spectacle such as the eye 
of man will never, in all probabiHty, look upon again. 
To be sure, the splendour of this scene did not long 
continue after it had become to me an object of daily 
admiration. Each of the nations of continental Europe 
claimed the treasures of which the French had despoiled 
them ; and by the Allied Sovereigns and Chiefs orders 
were issued to restore to the several claimants the 
master-pieces to the possession of which they could 
estabhsh their right. The French were excessively 
annoyed by the promulgation of these orders ; so mucL 
80, indeed, that resistance to their execution was an- 
ticipated, and an overwhelming force of all arms was 
warned to be in readiness, for the purpose of putting 
down the first movement towards sedition. But not a 
finger was stirred. Multitudes of anciens militairtt 
walked to and fro about the streets, chafing and giving 
vent to their wrath in impotent " sacres" but the 
feeblest attempt to create a disturbance was never 
offered, and paintings and a\^atviea ^e^^T^d.^To\EL Paris 
with much less of ostentation tVan ^«A. Tft»:^fe^ Siwea. 
ranee. I believe that 1 >Naa 3o\ia. ^\^ tgassvi^ 
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Bomewliat to cliuckle over this consummation of a war 
begun for the purpose of subjugating Old England; 
and yet I am not sure now that the impulse was a wise 
one which caused me to triumph. For the purposes of 
art such a variety of models can neyer again be col- 
lected into one place. Possibly it may be a matter to 
be regretted that, even for the sake of wounding the 
v&nitjr of the JFrench, they were ever dispersed again. 

It IS not, however, to be supposed that I, a poor noA- 
coaimissioned officer, sought for amusement only in 
the. visits which I paid to the Palais JEU)yal and the 
Lcuvre. The theatres, one after another, were by me 
frequented, and many a place of public amusement be- 
sides, of which my reader, were I to attempt anything 
Bke a description, might be apt to think that I should 
have acted more prudently had I held aloof from it. 
But I must not forget to mention that at these haimt? 
of vice numerous quarrels sprang up between the Eng- 
lish officers and the officers of the reduced Frendi 
army. The consequences of these were almost always 
dueis, in which many lives were lost ; tiQ, in the end, 
the grievance became so heavy that both the Duke of 
Wellington and the French government interfered to 
put a stop to it. 

On more than one occasion during my residence ia 
Paris I found that my knowledge of the French lan- 
guage — the result of my three years* captivity — served 
me m excellent stead. For example, having been re- 
moved from my pleasant dependence ui)on Mr. Van- 
damme, I was introduced into the family of a silk* 
merchant, whose wife, by the by, was an English- 
woman, and where I was treated throughout with the 
most marked attention. From these good people I 
learned much, which I should have never known other- 
wise, concerning the state in which the inhabitants of 
the capital were kept, while as yet authentic informa- 
tion concerning the issues of the Waterloo campaign 
failed to reach them. At first, it appeared, two &- 
patches were received from Napoleon's head-quarters, 
which gave an account of the battle of Lign^, and the 
total overthrow of the Prussian army. These were 
greeted by a general illumination, and such disi^ays of 
rejoicing, as set all ihe Paiift^acaa, ^\ife^«t <^C\i4^«. 
humble rank, agog. By 8ai^\>^ ^asaa ^^^sciy^ ^> ■ 
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affair of Qnatre Bras whicH described tlie Englisli ai 
totally annihilated ; and stated that, in two days firon 
the date of the conmmnication, the emperor expectei 
to establish his head-quarters at Brussels. Next dsf 
came a third despatch, fuR, as the former had been, -x 
promise, though speaking, strangely enough, of a se- 
cond meeting with the obstinate islanders. And hoe 
followed a pause, of the agonizing nature c^ which vy 
informants assured me that it was impossible for hun:an 
language to convey an adequate idea. After this all 
was trepidation, anxiety, and distrust. Hour by hcnr, 
and minute by minute, crowds assembled at the pcst- 
office, and at every point where it was supposed tiat 
information might be obtained ; and when none cane, 
their spirits sank in a degree altogether proportional 
to the height to which the;^ had nreviously been Tailed 
Finally, stragglers and Aigitives began to pour in: sue 
then such a revulsion of feeling took place, as those 
alone can conceive who have found themselves denizeni 
of a great city, which having seen a mighty army maroh 
forth from its walls fuU of dreams of ooncjuest, find them- 
selves suddenly bereft; of all protection, and expect 
from one minute to another the arrival among them of 
a cruel and vindictive enemy, flushed with conquest; 
and thirsting for revenge and for plunder. 

Having remained here some little time, I was sent to 
Marli, for the purpose of protecting the royal game in 
the park, with which, it appeared, that both officers and 
men of the allied armies made abundantly free. I was 
again put in charge of a party: and at the house of the 
steward, a M. Perron, — ^a relative, and not very Te- 
Jnote, I believe, of the famous Indian general, — ^I spent 
some weeks greatly to my own satismction. Notning 
could exceed die HberaUty with which our table was 
aerved: indeed, we ate our meals every day with the 
ikmUy I and when seasons of rejoicing came round — such 
as Clmstmasand Net^r-year's-day— *we entered heartily 
into all their amusements. Of Christmas I luLve little 
to observe, for it seemed to me to be spent somewhat 
gravely; but New-year's-day was, in every sense of the 
term, a festival. Then all the domestics dined at the 
Bame table with the maBter Ci3id.'xms\xc«&% ^aA^T^^scv&ssxiB 
as the amount of viands -wa*, "^Ave -wWia "wet^ <3mkk«^ 
*^%y ere the oompaiiy tob©. "Sexit is^o^e^ ^ ^vba« 
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Bomewhat similar to our Twelith-niglit gambols, during 

wbicb. a Idn^ and queen were chosen, and treated wi£ 

all conoeiyable deference; while waltzes, quadrilles, 

and dances of every kind, kept all ranks, degrees, and 

uses, astir till daylight. I must confess that the terms 

ira easy yet respecmd familiarity, on which the upper 

and lower classes in that well-regulated family liyed, 

fitruck me as being delightM. Perhaps we could not, 

consistently with the order of our education and 

manners, transplant it without risk into this country; 

yet I deceive myself if any right-minded Englishman 

Jaas ever looked upon a scene of the kind without wish- 

isg that its occurrence were as habitual here as in the 

land wh«re ha may be sojourning as a visitor. 

It is not worth while to describe the adventures 
which befel me while acting in the capacity of game- 
keeper to the royal family of Eranoe. I have had 
Btrsmge meetings with men of all ranks, English as well 
as foreigners; and, by steadily yet respectfully doing 
my duty, I am not aware that T made any of them wy 
enemies^ Keither shall I speak at large of an affiur 
which threatened at one time to lead to serious oonse- 
caences, when some French park-keepers ahot a dog 
belonging to the First Dragoon Gnards, which thej* 
£mnd one day poaching, as was his wont, in their 
tabbit-burrow. The dog, it appeared, belonged to no 
one in particular. He had followed the regiment ^m 
Xbgland, — was a prodigious £eivourite, — had gone 
through the battle of Waterloo, charging uniformly in 
iront of the line, and, after the battle was over, made 
Ins appearance as usual beside the £re of the main- 
gaard, wJiere he was welcomed as a highly-favoured 

faest. He foUewed his own resiment, of course, to 
t. Germain's; and, being of the lurcher breed, was in 
the habit of running down both hares and rabbits, 
which he uniformly carried home for the use of the 
men, who fed him. I need scarcely say how furious 
the regiment was when intelligence of the death of 
poor Soldier reached them ; or now, with one consent, 
the troopers vowed to take vengeance on the murderer, 
to whom, by some chance or another, they had ob- 
tained a clue. I do not know how long tkey mig;ht 
liare watched for their opportrantey,\sv£ ^\weK» 'w^^ 
£nmdit; and sore enongb. 'uie •mv^nrVxvTvgfafe -^rg^^^^iw^ 
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set upon in the streets, and very severely beaten. Bd 
as ffood fortune would have it, t happened to come up 
at tne time. I instantly ran among them ; assured ikem 
that he was not the man ; got him out of their huads, 
though not till after heliad suffered severely, and 
escorted him home. If I had been a fayourite irith 
the steward before this, I rose by many degrees hidier 
in his good graces afterwards. Indeed, tibe jmUlB 
corps of foresters treated me henceforth as a brother; 
ana many a merry evening I spent, in consequence, at 
their Several lodges. 

Once, while I lay here, there arrived from Paris t 
royal shooting party, which consisted of the Duke da 
JBerri, the Duke d'Angouleme, Monsieur the Comte 
d'Artois, and about a score besides of the chief nobles 
and grandees of France. The order of the day's sport, 
though now familiar enough in this country, stmek us 
Enghshmen as being curious; for the sportsmen took 
no trouble, being content to post themselves in th* 
centre of a wood, where an open space had beea 
created by feUing the trees, and towards whidi, frdm 
the surrounding copses, several rides or broad pafts 
conducted. Meanwhile a multitude of beaters droTe 
up the game all roimd, which, as the poor animals ran 
into the open space, were shot down with great difi» 
eence. I observed that the distinguished tirailleiiii 
did not so much as take the trouble to load their owA 
pieces : each was attended by a servant, who charged 
a reserve gun, and handed it to his master, so that the 
firing was continued, and the slaughter very great. 
Among other animals killed that day were two wild 
boars. Of the total number, I can say no more than 
that they loaded several light waggons. 



CHAPTEE XX. 

Quit Paris under peculiar circumstances — Cambray; adTentnrei 

there— The Suicide. 

Jt was now the Bpring, oi l^\^,\i^ "^lakk time France 
Jbad submitted to the teirma ^\3Cim ^« K^«^ ^tcs^srj^n 
Mitd, among other arran^eixxexi^a, '^"v** «j;|^«^^ ^oe^^ 
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that Paris and its immediate environs should be era- 
diated. A strong army was, indeed, to remain, for the 
purpose of securing the fuMhnent of the conditions oi 
peace, and consolioating the throne for the Bourbons; 
but its divisions were to find their quarters in towna 
nearer to the frontiers, so as to leave the interior of 
France free to the exercise of its own usages. In ac- 
cordance with these arrangements, I one day received 
my route so suddenly, that there was not time so much 
as to see and bid farewell to my kind host, who chanced 
to be from home ; but I took a last meal with his wife 
and family, in great affection, if not in the highest 
spirits ; and parted from them, when it was over, amid 
many, and I beHeve sincere, protestations of regret on. 
both sides. 

I rejoined my regiment the evening previous to the 
commencement of the march of the whole English 
annj towards their quarters. I was left, however, 
behind, with two men, to see the last of the baggage 
packed, and to escort it all the way to Cambray, where 
the head-quarters of the corps were to be established. 
Two waggons were placed at our disposal, one of which 
we loaded early in the day, while the other, by reason 
of the non-arrival of some of the officers* traps, con- 
tinued to stand empty. Had the waggoner merely 
murmured, I could not have blamed him. The delay 
was provoking enough for him as well as for us; but 
when he avowed his determination to draw off, I knew 
my duty too well to permit it; so I told him, in per- 
empt vy language, that he must wait mjr orders. Being 
aniious, nevertheless, to save both him and myseu 
trouble, I resolved to go in search of the missing 
articles, and mounting my horse, placed one of my 
men as a sort of sentry over the wacgoner, with strict 
orders not on any account to permit his escape. 

I had not been long gone ere our friend, Jean Crapot, 
began to give signs of a vehement disposition to escape. 
He flogged his horses and moved forward, whereupon 
my trusty vidette, after vainly protesting against the 
move, drew his sword, and commanded the deserter to 
halt. The screams of the waggoner, who no sooner 
beheld the flash of the steel than he shrieked out, soon 
drew a crowd around them. The ctON^d q^XJl"^^ Wii»tj 
for the municipal guard, and in. &ve imii\\^^ifi:^ ^\^Ti^ 
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Billy Duff, a little old man belonging to the 8A 
Hussars, was snrFoiinded by some doEem or two of 
armed men, wHo pointed their weapons towards him, 
and covered him with a very choice shower of Erendi 
abnse. At the same time the officer commanding tUs 
party drew his sword and attacked Billy, who, to do 
h\m justice, behaved with admirable ooolnessy htsag 
content to parry, without returning, the throsts liiift 
were made at hiin. I shrewdly suspect, however, thtt 
honest Billy would have practised/ that day ^ Lit 
trick of fence had I not opportunely arrived to Ids 
assistance. I instantly desired him to lower his wei- 
pon, well knowing that resistance from b6th dl m 
would have been useless ; and the rascally Frendbmoi 
sprang upon him forthwith, wrested his . sword firan 
lum, and made him their prisoner. 

I was very indignant, as may be easify believed, nd 
protested against theproceeding ; but no one paid fit 
least regai^dto me. The cowards knew that the Snglirii 
army was gone, and they resolved to have their spile 
out against the few stragglers that remained. Accord* 
ingly, Billy was dragged off, amid their yells and ezecii- 
tions, to the guard-house, where he was by and by 
conveyed as a prisoner before the French field-offioflK 
of the day. I confess that I was at my wits' end. On 
the one hand, I did not know where to torn for help; 
on the other, I was resolved that Billy should not m 
deserted; so, buckling on my sword^ which I had 
heretofore left in my quarters, I ran where I knew 
were the adjutant's lodgmgs, scarcely venturing to hope 
that I should have the good fortune to find him. As 
sometimes happens, however, in cases of emergency, 
jFortune stood my fiiend. He was in the very act of 
mounting his horse when I arrived, and at ctaee agreed 
to go wiuL me to the municipal guard. I have no lan- 
guage sufficiently strong Ymerewith to describe the 
msolence of the crew that were* on duty ihere. They 
led us through a lon^ prassa^e, flourishing Billy's swora 
over their heads, as if it had been a standard taken in 
some general action, and introduced us into the presence 
of the commanding officer, in terms to which his own 
insolent manner entareVj Teer^oTAa^. "^ '^^a Hici T^a "^^or- 
ppae that the adiutant demasi^fe^^^^^^'^s^^^'^^'Ha^ 
'They would not gWetoni u^^;a.\:» ^a^^\is«^\«! 
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led as a prisoner before the commandant of the town, 
and his crime regularly entered in the black book. For 
poor Billy's crime, according to their showing, was, that 
le had drawn his sword against a peaceable citizen; 
nhereas he had simply done his duty, by using the 
means which eyery sentinel is supposed to have sA his 
diapoBal, for hindering his post m>m being violated* or 
a prisoner put under his charge from escaping. 

fiaying eome to the detemunationof laying a charge 
Sffsinst £lly before the English authorities, me officer 
cc the guard put his prisoner imder the escort of a 
Serjeant and six men, and gave orders that he should 
be marched to the quarters of Colonel Kelly, who had 
beennominatedmilitarycommandant of Paris. I went 
lifeh my comrade, as in duty bound, and came in for 
my own share of the insults and threats with which a 
crowd, accumulating £rom street to street, seemed 
amdons to oyerwhelm us. I^either were they content 
to ooyer us with abuse; they dosed in upon the escort, 
made a snatch at my sword, wluch with much difficulty 
X retained, spat upon us, and repeatedly exclaimed that 
we ought to be put to death. In a word, our progress 
was one not merely of yexation butof inmiinent hazard 
throughout. Neither were our prospects much brighter 
when we attained to the end of our journey. For 
Ihoagh Colonel Kelly's baggage crowded the court- 
yard, he himself had quitted his apartments, and it 
seemed more than probable that we should be left, 
after all, to the tender mercies of the French people. 
"From such a fate, which must haye been a trying one, 
our better aii^el saved us. As we were marching back 
to the guard-house I observed in one of the cross-streets 
a carnage standing, which I knew to be Colonel Kelly's ; 
and by and by he came, with his lady, from a shop, and 
was about to enter. I called out to him. We were 
led up. The written charge was handed in, read, 
aignea, returned with a smile ; after which he told the 
escort they might go, and he would look after the pri- 
soners. " Now, my lads,'* said he, as soon as the 
Frenchmen had departed, " get back to your stables as 
fast as you can, and make your escape out of the city. 
The troops are all on the march ; I will not be answer- 
Me for your safety here." 'Wfe iiefc^'^^ t^^ ^^^rotsi^ 
bidding. Making caoice o£ alilTasjfliet Qil\s^^sas5L^'^»^^ 
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reached our billet unobserved ; and the horses behtf ' ' 
saddled and the baggage gone, we instantlj mounted! 
In less than an hour we were clear of Pans, and on tiw 
evening of the sixth day overtook the regiment at 
Cambray. 

I haa be^^un by this time to grow weary of serriee 
in the staflfcorps, I therefore appHed for and obtained 

Sermission to rejoin my regiment, which occupied 
lergen, in Dutch Flanders, and the villages round, and 
lived on the best and most friendly terms with tiie 
natives. It was here that the Waterloo medal was 
served out to us, — ^which the colonel graced with a long 
and eloquent speech, besides granting us three days m 
entire exemption from duty, and himself, with the rest 
of the officers, presenting us with a very handsome 

fratuity in money. It is scarcely worth wmle to relate 
ow the money went, or after wnat fashion the days d 
fSte were expended. The Flemings are nowise hade- 
ward iir their cans, — as all who know them will testify; 
but I suspect they never beheld such wassailing as i;8fe 
a character to the three days in question, otilf tlw 
results were by no means injurious either to them or to 
us. We feasted them all, ^ave dances to their wives 
and daughters, and won their hearts by our HberaUiy. 
I am sure, at least, that from that time forth we lived 
together on the most friendly terms, — and that when 
we quitted them they deplored our removal as if ties of 
close consanguinity had united us. 

There occurred while we lay here two adyentures — 
both of them serious, one fatal — of which I may as well 
make mention. 

We were a good deal scattered about, in small 
parties, and under numerous commands — ^forage being, 
as it seemed, scarce ; or, if not, the Duke bemg natu- 
rally desirous to press as lightly as possible, in its ex- 
action, on the inhiibitants. I was one of fourteen who, 
under one Serjeant Ford, occupied the village of Mor- 
queon ; and there was another detachment at a place 
called Fellay, near Arras, of which a corporal had 
charge. One day Serjeant Ford received a letter from 
Fellay, to inform him that the men stationed there were 
extremely uncomfoTta\Ac, and lo T(iQ^\3Le«.\. \Wt he would 
ride over, and endcayout, \>y \nB *vqSl\3at\sa V^"^^ 
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mayor, to obtain for tliem better treatment. I volun- 
teered to accompany the Serjeant, and away we went. 

A few hours* ride carried us to the village ; and, on 
inquiring for the house where the English troops were 
quartered, it was immediately shown to us. We en- 
tered, and found the whole party seated round a table, 
on which stood several flasks of brandy, and glasses in 
proportion, while the landlord seemed bent on making 
them drink their fill — ^he, by the way, sedulously setting 
the example. This was by no means the sort of spec- 
tacle by which we expected to be greeted, and we 
stared at one another not a little astounded, which the 
landlord no sooner observed than he addressed to us 
marks of his most particular attention. He assured us 
that everybody then within his gates drank at his ex- 
pense; that we could not oblige him more than by 
making the most of his good cheer ; and that he should 
not be contented till we had drained his cellar, which 
he should take care to replenish whenever the con- 
venient moment came. Soldiers are seldom backward 
in doing honour to an invitation such as this ; so down 
we sat in the chairs puUed out for us, and I am bound 
to add that, for a couple of hours, the scene was as 
curious, yet as sociable and merry, as mortal eye need 
rest upon. 

Our comrades of the corporal's party, who appeared 
to have had nearly enough ere we arrived, filed off by 
degrees, one after another, to their beds : the Serjeant 
likewise retired: but our host, whose thirst seemed 
to be unquenchable, kept his place, and insisted upon it 
that I should not leave him. At length, however, the 
Hquor took such effect upon him that he became quite 
mad. AJl of a sudden he seized a burning beam, and 
made a blow at my head, which, with some difficulty, I 
eluded. I disarmed him instantlv; upon which he 
sprang up, ran to a closet, and, snatching a pistol, be^an 
to load it. Happily for me, one of my brother-soldiers 
still dozed upon his chair ; and he, on my shouting out, 
rushed upon the madman, and wrenched the weapon 
fix)m his hold. But he was bent upon mischief: he 
armed himself with a heavy brazen candlestick, and 
striking me a blow on the wrehead, laid. TJife ^e\i&^«e5^ 
on the £oor. It ia not worth, wlni© to c.oii\axs5^ "Caa 
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lelation of a mere— yet a desperate— -riot. It ended ii 
the man of the house escaping, we could not tell wbeiei 
—and I haying been put to oed, all seemed over. 

It was not BO, howerer : Serjeant Ford, annoyed li 
what had occnrred, and apprehending that a &ue tale 
might reach head-qoarters, got out orbed, andlodeed 
a complaint against the landlord at the police-omoe. 
He was arrested, brought to trial, and sentenced to 
three months' imprisonment, besides paying' a fine of 
seren hundred francs to the Crown, lout the mosd 
carious piece of the business remains to be told: not 
only did he bear me no iQ-will, but both he and Ids 
irite, when I saw them a^ain some time after his release^ 
thanked me for all that had happened ; for the effect d 
his punishment was, to cure him of his propenidty to 
drinking, and he became from that time a respecUble 
andsober man. So much for the administration of . 
justice in Dutch Manders. I neyer saw a criminal * 
prosecution more fairly and honestly oondaoted: I 
neyer heard, except in this particular instance, of punish- 
ment being followed by effects so beneficial. 

The other adyenture, of which' I haye to speal^ was 
by many degrees more tragical; for^ it ended in the 
death of one of the finest young men in the 11th Lig^t 
Dragoons. Serjeant Tongue, connected, I belieye^ 
with a highly-respectable family, and himself singa- 
larly handsome and of a good address, was yet tbd 
slaye of a temper so yiolent and ungoyemable, that he 
ceased, when irritated, to be, to a great extent at least, 
master of himself. He had formed an attachment to a ^ 
yery pretty girl, the daughter of the Mayor of Moul; 
and. tne young lady made no secret in any quarter that 
she retiumed his love. It happened once upon a time 
that a fdte was to take place in the yiUi^e; and Tongue, 
haying engaged his lady-love to be his partner in the 
dance, lo^ed forward with great eagerness to the ac- 
complishment of his wishes. Unfortunately for him, 
he was detaiaed in his quarters beyond the hour at 
which the dancing was to begin, and when he entered 
the ball-room, he beheld, to liis unspeakable chagnn, 
that his partner had given her hand to another. This 
was a French hussax, t\ie %oii o£ \i\ift '^x^hliean at whose 
houEe the f&tewas'heVd — «b^Tio, ^o^^-^^-^s^ww^^^s^iS^ 
-*who, with a comrade, ^isA <ioma Q^ciL^iwa.^\tfss^- 
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bouring village where they were quartered, and seeing 
the mayor's daughters sitting by, claimed the right to 
dance w^ them. I was told mat their doing so was 
quite in agreement with the usages of the country, 
neither do I doubt the truth of the statement; but 
Tongue saw the matter in a different light. He stood, 
with folded arms, watching them as they swept round. 
He observed, or fancied, that the hussar used freedoms 
with the maiden, such as his English sense of decorum 
could not tolerate, and he lost Si self-conmiand. He ' 
ran home to his quarters, loaded a pistol with two blank 
cartridges, and, bidding me and another man put on 
our swords, rushed ba^ to the ball-room. 

We followed him, of course, scarce knowing what 
was meant; but the moment I observed the situation 
of his partaier, my mind misgave me. I would have 
interfered, and done my best to lead him away; but 
ere I could make a step in advance, the music ceased, 
and Tongue, springing forward, seized the French 
hussar bv the collar. A frightful scene followed: he 
did not m*e, but, holding the pistol cocked, he struck 
the young man some severe blows with the muzzle, and 
dragged him through the room, looking all the while 
more like a maniac than a sane person. It was to no 

1)urpo8e that the farmers, by whom he was greatly be- 
oved, tried to appease him. He continued to strike 
and drag the uj[ifortunate Frenchman through the room, 
till one of the company, unfortunately, th^w his arms 
round Tongue's neck, and endeavoured to extricate the 
hussar from his grasp. It was an unwise act: during 
the scuffle that ensued, the pistol exploded, and the 
younghussar fell to the ground terribly wounded. 

As Providence would have it, the muzzle had turned 
obliquely from its object when the explosion took place. 
The consequence was, that the powder made no breach in 
his body, but it burnt his clothes, scorched the whole 
side of nis abdomen, and appeared to all the lookers-on 
to have killed him. In an instant. Tongue's senses 
seemed to return: he was overwhelmed with anguish 
and remorse; and though the generous young hussar 
assured him that, come what would, no more should 
ever be said about the matter, — ^he never smiled after- 
wards. The wounded man was coii'^e^feA. \f^ \i^^^ «sA^ 
medical assiBtance sent for. TVi© Vi!^'a^«t»»'^^fis^'^^^ssi^ 
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Tongue was an especial favourite, entreated liim to 
tlunk no more about the matter; and the major him- 
self was the first to put his name to a paper, in which 
the circumstance of the wound was atmbnted entirely 
to accident: but Serjeant Tongue oontinued inooa- 
solable. At last, one day when the serjeant-mi^ 
came to visit us, and Tongue with myself was attend- 
ing him in his inspection of the men's quarters, our 
poor comrade, pretending sudden illness, ran home to 
nis own quarters. We did not suspect Bnythinff--at 
least the serjeant-major did not — neither Jiad I tho 
most remote idea of what was really intended; where- 
fore our horror may be conceived, when, on repairing 
to his billet, we found a letter, addressed to tne ser- 
jeant-major, on his table. It contained a statement of 
the mental agony which for many days the writer had 
experienced, and ended with a declaration that he 
meant to destroy himself. We ran to the stables, and 
there learned m>m one of the men that he had gone 
into the orchard, carrying both his pistols with him, as 
if for the purpose of MLOoting sparrows. We followed 
him thither, and saw him sitting in a dry ditch, and the 
pistols beside him. Instantly, on perceiving us, he 
sprang up, and presenting one of the pistmi at us, 
charged us, as we valued our lives, not to advance a 
step nearer. The serjeant-major, who was a feding 
and humane man, threw himself on his knees, and en- 
treated Tongue to cast the weapons from him, and to 
hsten to reason: but the poor fellow only shook his 
head and smiled bitterly. One of the pistols he did 
fling away; he then planted his back against a tree^ 
and placing the muzzle of the other in his own mouil^ 
blew his head to pieces. 

I shall never forget the horror of that scene, nor the 
deep and universal mourning that followed. Por thf 
young French hussar was by this time recovering fast, 
and never uttered one word of reproach, far kss ci 
threatening, against his rival. But the deed was done; 
so there remained for us only the painful duty of giving 
the rites of sepulture to lus remains — ^which we diet 
Lieutenant Wood reading the service over him, and 
the whole detachment attending aa sincere, though not 
ag formal, mouxnera. 
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CHAPTEEXXL 



Change of ^arten — ^Adventures in dilTerent parts— Betnm to 

England. 

OuB next Btation was in and around Arras ; dnring our 
occupation of wldch, there occurred a grand review, or 
sham-battle, on the plains of Yalenciennes. Of the 
^eat plain in question I need scarcely speak. While 
uie summer crops cover its surface it is not destitute of 
beauty, for vegetation is abundant; and vegetation* 
look on it where you may, is always beautiful; but a 
more miserable scene than it offers to the eye after the 
crops are gathered in, I have seldom had the misfortune 
to behold. There are no cheerful villages looking forth 
&om the woods that embower them — ^no healthml and 
merry peasantry moving about — but far and wide, be- 
yond tne reach of the sense of vision, lies one huge 
waste, where the very roads, so soon as the rains setin, 
cease in a great measure to be discernible. It was 
there, for the amusement of the Allied Sovereigns and 
Chiefs, that, one day in the month of iN'ovember, a large 
army assembled; and the various evolutions which 
mark the progress of a mighty battle were gallantlT 
executed. I confess that my recollections of uiat bril- 
liant affair are too little mixed up with enjoyment te 
cause my lingering over them. We marched from our 
quarters at one in the morning under a torrent of rain. 
vVe formed the line about eight, and continued till 
nearly dark charging, wheeling, changing groimd, and 
careering about, till both men and horses were tho- 
roughly spent; and we returned to our biQets more 
jaded by many degrees than I, at least, had ever been 
before — not even excepting on the 18th of June, when 
the pride of Kapoleon and of France fell beneath us. 

From Arras we proceeded, the morning after &e 
review, to Hazebroolc, where our regiment lay in bar- 
racks throughout the remainder of the winter. Of 
these, however, we did not take possession, till some 
delay had occurred, of which, as I myself was, to a cer- 
tain extent, the cause, it becomes me to E^eok OiOiccysr 
what more at length. The cVrc\m\s\)asi'c,e.% -^et^ '^^^fe*- 
^J was Bent on with a party U> \«kft cwct ^<b\«isrs»S 
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from the Queen's Bays, and to make them ready for 
the reception of the regiment. ^ I proceeded accord- 
ingly; but on arriving at the station, I found the rooms 
in such a state that T positively refiised to take posses- 
Bion. They were not only filmy in the extreme, but 
the miasmata proceeding m)m them was horrible ; and 
to add to the evil, I discovered in an apartment, the 
door of which I was obliged to force, the corpse of a 
dead man. How he died, or why his comrades had 
thus abandoned him, we were never able to ascertain; 
but the effect of my report, first upon the surgeon, and 
afterwards upon the commanding officer, was such, that 
the latter refused to introduce nis men into a place of 
which the air seemed to be putrid. The consequence 
was, that for several weeks we occupied billets in the 
town : nor were we removed into the station originally 
intended for us, till evenr room in the place; as well as 
the stables attached to tnem, had imdergone a complete 
fumigation. 

Wliile we occupied this station, it was my fortune to 
witness one of those shocking exldbitions, from whidi 
every feeling of humanity urges us to shrink, but on 
which a curiosity, which is ahnost always resistless, 
compels TLB to attend; I mean the public execution of 
several persons, whom the law had condemned to die 
by the guillotine. There were in all four victims to 
onended justice : three of whom had been concerned 
in a burglary, attended by circumstances of gross 
cruelty: while the fourth stood convicted of the onence 
of arson, for which, in France as well as in England, 
death was in those days the penalty. The miserable 
men were conducted on foot from the prison to the 
scaffold, which stood in the great square or centre of 
the town ; and being without shirts, and having their 
hair closely cropped oehind, l^ey looked, with their pale 
faces, ghastly enough. When they arrived at the ap» 
pointed place, round which an enormous crowd was 
collected, three of them were halted, while the fourth, 
mounting by a ladder, was received at the top by two 
executioners. These men, a father and son, wearing 
dark red frocks, but not otherwise disguised, took tiieir 
ricttaa. and bound him, belV^ dowxiNv«xo&;'^(x^xL«.\A«s4.> 
which they thrust forward in bvxc^l «• nto^ , \Jia»X,\3ai>aR«^ 
passed through a groove ia a \)to«A -av^d^^^H^^^ 
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lay oyer a bag, whicli was suspended there to receive it. 
In the groove was the knife, which, on a signal being 
given by the elder of the two, fell, and ere we could so 
much as draw a breath, the head was severed from the 
body. It dropped at once into the bag, whereupon tho 
executioners, untying the trunk, cast it through a trap- 
door into a hole beneath ; and then scattering sawdust 
over their horrid platform, made ready to deal in like 
manner with the next that should come. I shall never 
forget the sense of faintness which came over me, when 
I beheld the blood pour like water out of a pipe, from 
the palpitating trunk : yet, if any judgment might be 
formed from the ceaseless chattering of the people 
round us, none except my countrymen shared m the 
feeling. Moreover, it horrified me to observe, that 
here, as is said to be the case in London, a large por- 
tion of the spectators were women. How extraordinary 
it is, that they, the most delicate of nature's handiwoik, 
should thrust themselves into situations of such fright- 
ful interest. I declare, that their conduct throughout, 
altogether shocked me : they never ceased to chatter, 
no, not at the moment when the knife was falling ; and 
BO soon as one dead body had been committed to its 
temporary hiding-place, they appeared impatient till 
anomer snould be stretched out oefore them. 

In this place we spent the winter, miserably enough. 
The weather was cold, with much rain ; the convent in 
which we were quartered was in a state of great dilapi- 
dation ; fuel proved to be both scarce and bad ; and 
provisions or all kinds were wretched. But these, 
though serious drawbacks to our comforts, did not con- 
stitute the worst evil of which we had to complain. A 
reduction in the army having taken place, volunteerg 
from the disbanded corps were permitted to enhst In 
the 11th Light Dragoons ; and these, most of whom 
came from the corps of Artillery Drivers, ]jroyed to be, 
in point of character, of the worst description. The 
consequence was, that our regimexiJjjJiii fi, iL^Lja,^e 
date of this unhappy occurrea^g^r^ff RiUilliiiS^ 
excellent name, now fell oflMSom 6i mojals^B^rep' 
tion, and a system ^fpilfe/^ag^ose^8iigf^a|^j9PJ9^Ue<F^ 



the commanding officer, hrf^rever nmniai% 8.ver^^^t«l tX\% * 
proceeding, to tighten tlktefSK)^^^^ 
ceedingly. There were v^gre y^h^!^^^^^ '^ 
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regiment, during four months after the Yolonteen 
jomed ns, than 1 had ever seen in all the years during 
which I had been a member of it ; and I am reluctantly 
forced to admit that they were all richly merited. 

Out of the very worst of these recrmts two separate 
troops were formed; and to one of the two, which had 
Its quarters at an inconsiderable village on the great 
ehausB^e of Lisle, I found myself attached. It was a 
source of extreme annoyance to me, for I knew none of 
the men; and, besides that, the quarter was a bad one, 
tiie whole country being flat, was laid under water, as 
if it had been a lake instead of a plain. Indeed, there 
Wfts no passing from one farm-house to another, (and it 
was among the farm-houses that we were distributed,) 
except by the aid of huge steppinff-stones, each of 
whicli measured not less than from five to six feet in 
height, though its top barely surmounted the surface of 
the inundation. Now, though the natives, from long 
practice, found it easy enough to pass to and fro, the 
operation proved for awhile exceedingly hazardous to 
ns; and to the last there needed great seLf-possession, 
and a state of brain perfectly clear, to carry us through 
Fate so ordered it that I should be one of those to 
whom the difGlculty of the passage should be rendered 
experimentally manifest; and the circumstances under 
which my mishap befel were these: 

I had leamea that, in a farm-house some way re- 
moved from mine, a Serjeant lay, with whom, as well 
as with his wife, I had long been acquainted. As may 
be imagined, the intelligence gave me great delist, 
and I resolved that no delay should occur ere I paid 
them a visit. Accordingly I proceeded one day to tneir 
quarters, and, being there informed that they had 
crossed the inundation to a village not far off, I followed 
tiiem thither. The meeting was affectionate on all 
sides, and led to an adjournment into the back parlour 
of a linen-draper's house, the master of which dealt in 
eontraband as well as in excisable articles, and was 
ftmous for his well-flavoured and potent eau de vie. 
We chatted over old times, drank largely, and by and 
hy became musical aa weW. oa \.«Sk».^^. 'TLVia ^bj, in 
J»rticular, favoured us wi^ a. ^\fej,va. ^^ ^^t^m^^ 
widch we were expected to iom-, wA, «» ^^ ^Sci^^^sa.^ 
%e family sle^t m criba Toua3Lt\ie Twsm,^^ ?SSa*.,tJ 



flSB UOHT DBAOOOV. 190 

our mxuric grew momentarily louder and londer, was 
Bomewhat ludicroTis. First, the little urchins opened 
their eyes, and lifted their heads with a curions look 
ov^er their cradles. Next, they began to scream, as if 
to increase the melody of our canzonette: and, finally, 
they sprang out of bed with one accord, and ran, as if 
the spirit of evil had pursued them, calling aloud for 
their mother. For myself, I was in fits of laughter; for 
Ihe mother came presently, to entreat that we would 
l»e quiet; and the whole or her little troop, accounting 
tiiemselves safe only beside her apron-strmg, bore her 
company. Never was a more ludicrous scene presented. 
The landlady now coaxed, now remonstrated for silence: 
tie Serjeant's wife continued to pour forth her song, 
till it reached the twenty-sixth stanza; while the ser- 
itant, on whom the liquor had taken considerable effect, 
beat time with amazmg energy on the table, and the 
eikildren, whimpering afl tiie while that the solo was m 
progress, broke out into perfect yells so soon as the 
dLorus began. I must confess that I was never more 
anused in the whole course of my life; for there was 
terror mixed up with our landlady's indignation, which 
Bare to it a very comical turn; and though I knew that 
her alarm was not groundless, I confess that I saw 
ncthing in it that did not savour of the grotesque. 

At last, however, my friend the seiieant's wife fairlj 
bnke down. She could not recoflect the twenly- 
■errenth stanza of her canzonette; and, as the nignt 
W£8 wearing apace, and roll-call near at hand, we judged 
it expedient to depart. And now came the thou^t, 
low were we, in our existing state of brain, and m a 
cbA and stormy night, — ^for the wind blew a hurri- 
cme, — to cross the swampP I confess that, as far as I 
vas myself concerned, I made up my mind to a duck- 
ing; but my friends took a different view of the caae; 
K) away we set in high glee, the lady jeeringly teUing 
aie to keep dose to her, and she would guide me 
through all difficulties. The event proved, that in this, 
as in many other instances, there may be excess of 
iardihood as well as its opposite. We got, indeed, ag 
far as the pdbit where the water was weC known to be 
deepest, — the serjeant in front, camina a» yk^jcc laiLtisciL 
ia ma hand, his wife followmg, ana. \ \sto^!^s^^>s^ '^ 
^eMTi but there we came to a. »Y«a.^-^ic^*» \Sjkfc \svbcS' 
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courage failed her; she stopped short— declared that 
she could go no fiirtlier — and our situation became at 

Eitiable as can well be imagined. At last we each g&Ti 
er a hand, but neither entreaty nor objurgation conli 
prevail upon her to take another step. " Stoop down," 
cried I, " and make the attempt to scramble from stent 
to stone:" she tried to do so; but the effort proyei 
fatal, for her foot slipped, and down she fell, diagginf 
both her supporters mto the water. As a matter a | 
course, we were all soused over-head, yet there oir 
troubles ended. By sheer strength of arm I contrivei 
to keep her mouth <uear of the flo^, while her husbanc, 
who was a tall man, dragged her forward; and thu^ 
at the expense of a severe wetting from top to toe, W9 
managed in the end to reach their quarters. A changi 
of habiliments was here given to me: supper, too, wal 
provided; and, by the help of a little more brandy, yb 
managed to pass the night merrily enough. Nor wa 
the sSghtest inconvenience experienced either then <r 
afterwards by any of the party, in consequence of tie 
rash attempt, and its ludicrous, though most imcon- 
fortable issue. 

It is not worth while to continue a detailed narratim 
of the many little adventures that befel me during tie 
remainder of our sojourn in France. They were pB- 
cisely such as those who understand what a soldier's 
life is will be able to conceive for themselves, while, to 
the mere civiHan, I feel that it would be impossible to 
convey any accurate notion of them. For example, I 
was on one occasion quartered with a party of haruch 
scarum youths, at a farm-house near Lisle, of whicl 
the owners appeared to have made up their minds U , 
treat us with as little regard to our comfort as possible 
They not only never offered to share with us any of thi 
petty luxuries which they themselves enjoyed, but 
they made a point of refrismg us the accommodation of 
their cooking utensils, and never failed to extinguish 
the fire in the kitchen, as soon as they themselves were 
done with it. For all this, my wild scapegraces took 
care to pay them off to their heart's content. In the 
first place, a hot loaf would disappear from the oven, 
no human being could teW. \i.ow, meoL «i.\nax^ q>1 Vsvsitet 
xnade its way m Bome mystenoxiA Taasmsst ^cia\. *^afe 
larder, though the good vomasi\iaA t^e^ <aa^ ^ ^»» 
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the door and pat the key in her pocket. The honest 
man's dover, too, which ne had stowed away with in- 
finite care in the loft, made its way somehow or other 
into our horses' racks, and the animals grew fat and 
sleek in consequence, even while the allowance of 
forage served out to them by the legitimate authorities 
was admitted to be inadequate to their necessities. 
All this both astonished and chafed our hosts, who 
Inever could bring home a charge of pilfering against 
i'any one, and came at last to me conclusion that we 
were in league with the enemy of mankind. But the 
eircvunstan^ wUdi brought -'these oamudgeona at 
last to their senses was this. 

It is the custom in that part of France for the women 
to keep themselves warm by placing under their gar- 
ments, while they sit at their neeolework, pots fuled 
with the ashes of charcoal. Kobody would have noticed 
this, had our landlady afforded us the comfort of a fire 
in the grate; but tms, as I have said, she regularly 
raked out after dinner, and if any of us complamed of 
cold, she contented herself by remarking "that she 
could not sympathize with his distress." One day she 
had, as usual, sneered at our want of hardihood, when 
all at once an explosion took place beneath her, and she 
jxmiped up, imhurt, it is true, but the very image of 
rage and consternation. The fact is, that one of my 
lads had tied a small quantity of gunpowder very 
tightly in a worsted bag, and contrived dexterously to 
bury it in the hot ashes just as she drew her feu-pot 
towards her. Some time was, of course, required to 
bum through the flannel, during the progress of which 
my lady sat in her glory; but no sooner was the train 
fired, tnan all her courage forsook her. From that 
instant both she and her husband were subdued : they 
expressed great regret to me at the line which they 
had previously taken ; they promised, in case we would 
cease to molest them, that they would change their 
bearing towards us ; and as we really did not dfesire at 
their hands more tiian we conceived to be reasonable, 
I engaged, on the part of my comrades, that all tricks 
and annoyances should cease. The farmer and his 
wife kept their word, and so did we, of which the result 
was, that during the remamdex oi o\tt %^\war£i.\i«wK«Sa. 
their roof there was the best ■ nT\Aw r^ \«rLX\tvs ^ \^^^^ss^ 



202 THB LIGHT DSAOOOV. 

Another little frolic in wlneii we indnlg^ecL ^mtif 
astonished the i^ood people of BaiUieul and iti Ticiniij. 
13ie 5th of I^ovember overtaking us here, we zefldyed 
to bum a Guy Fawkes, after the manner of our bojisk 
^ys at home. A man of straw was soon made, dressed 
up, and dnl^ painted, which, with a bag of gonpowdtf 
in his interior, we mounted upon a uttle eart, and 
dragged with much laughter through the place. M 
first the inhabitants seemed totally at a loss what to 
make of our proceedings; but, uy and by, havia^ 
•tumbled upon an itinerant Flemish fiddler, and per* 
loaded him, by dint of large potations, to moimt die 
car beside our Guy, the sound Gi his music, and Ihe 
kidicrous grimaces which he made, drew a crowd of 
delighted natives to follow in our train. It would be 
tedious to speak of the antics which were played off-^ 
all of them laughable at the moment, thougn unworthy 
of description, — ^till in the end an adequate number a 
fikgots was collected, and the last scene alone remained 
to DC enacted. Our intention was to bum our Guy ia 
the little square or place of the town ; but the mayor, 
apprehensive lest the thatched roofs mi^it be ignited 
1^ sparics from the bonfire, entreated us to remove iiAo , 
a field of his own, a little way off. We complied with 
his request at once; and a dark night having happily 
flet in, we proceeded, by the light of half a domsBL 
torches, to erect the gallows, and to suspend Gvsj, 
with his fagots gathered round him. There was sreat 
shouting and merriment all this while; the fiddler 
played as if he had possessed the power of twenty 
fiddlers ; men, and women, and children danced to hs 
strains; and when the torches were applied, and ihe 
fiigots began to blaze, the mirth of all classes amoitf 
the lookers-on seemed only to increase. So it was tifi 
die flames reached the mine which the man of straw 
bore about with him in his stomach. But the efiect of 
the explosion I shall never forget. Nothing of the 
sort had been anticipated by the French people ; the 
oatastrophe seemed to come upon them like some con* 
Tulsion of nature ; for thev uttered a wild scream, took 
to their heels one and all, and never stopped to look 
about till they found them&eWe^ «^«m^3&A\£ ^ras^adivB 
domiciles. This was, o£ course, ^iiaft -verj ^\s^ ^ '^ 
jdJce to us ; <^ti<^ aa no Ywmiaxi \>ea^ fMS&t^i^ feonx'"^ 
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fbri&er tlian by tlie fright at the moment, it did nofc 
interrapt the excellent terms on which we had hitherto 
lived with onr hosts. 

Besides these frolics, peculiar to our calling and 
sitoation, we found entertainment, as well as instmo- 
tion, in several grand reviews; camps being formed 
during the summer months, in which the troops of 
IBngland and her allies were assembled. Moreover, 
we were yet in France when the Waterloo prize money 
was issued to us ; and as it certainly went further l^ere 
than it could have done at home, so were French shop- 
keepers and pubhcans principally the gaiaers by it. 
We had also our fairs, our races, our rox-hunts, and 
other manly sports ; some of which appeared to irritate, 
and all to astonish, the people among whom they were 
enacted : yet let me do them justice, — except in a very 
few instances, they exhibited no disposition to pick 
quarrels, or molest us, though a regard to truth oomp 
pels me to acknowledge, that we were not on all ooca- 
nons over-carefiil to study either their prejudices or 
their customs. 

At last, however, the period came when the army of 
occupation was to be broken up. We were stationed 
in and around Cambray when the order to this effect 
arrived, and we received our route to march upoa 
Calais; which we reached, unless my memory be at 
fault, earlv in November of 1818, and not long afber* 
wards embarked for England. A joyous day it was 
to all wh^i once again we found ourselves, amid a 
erowd of our countrymen, forming in the streets of 
Bamsgate. We landed there on the 20th, were billeted 
for the nighty and proceeded next day to Canterbury. 
But ours was destined to be no more than a passing 
visit to the beloved land of our birth ; and the reader, 
if he think fit to pursue my narrative further, will find 
whither it was that the fortune of war next carried us. 



CHAPTEE XXn. 

^ Yoyage to India— Fort William— Sail up the Ganges. 

BsFOME we quitted France, a fevonrt. \ia.^ wsa!ij^<3« 
got into circvdaMon that the llih."tAgtL\.T>T^QWBa^^<3^^ 
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"be sent to India, and the 21st, whicli Iiad served there 
gome time, return home, and be reduced. We had not 
long occupied the barracks at Canterbury ere the tratk 
of mis rumour was confirmed. It was aimounced to 
us officially that early in the coming year the embark- 
ation would take place ; and leave to visit their Mends 
was accordingly granted to such of the men as chose to 
apply for it. I was in the number of those who consi- 
dered it expedient not to re^e the indulgence. A 
furlough of fourteen davs was in consequence conceded 
to me, and I spent the orief season very happily among 
my relatives in London ; several of whom — ^my mother 
being included in the list — ^I was destined never to see 
again. 

Late in the month of January, 1819^ we marched 
from Canterbury to Chatham, where our horses were 
taken from us, and our saddlery and arms careMly ' 
packed for a long vo3rage. We lingered here about a 
week, at the terminauon of which the route arrived, fuid 
an easy journey of ei^t nules carried us to Gravesend. 
There lay two fine Indiamen, the "Atlas," of 1200 
tons, and the " Streatham," of 800, on board of which 
we were appointed to take our passage; and soon after 
midday on the 7th of February, we were all, with our 
baggage, embarked. I need not describe the scene ot 
discomfort and confusion which greeted us. Even when 
she is not the bearer of troops, an Indiaman, makbg 
her last preparations for the outward trip, is, of afi 
sea-going craft, the least inviting; and when to her 
ordinary lumber is added the presence ot several hun- 
dred soldiers and their effects, the confusion is in- 
creased fourfold. Nevertheless, in the present, as in 
other instances, the inconveniences to iimich. we were 
subjected soon passed away; and a considerate captain, 
and abundance of good cheer, rendered us not merely 
contented, but merry. 

I am not going to entertain my readers with a tran- 
script from me snip's log: nor yet to describe what has 
been described a thousand times already — ^the order of 
a landsman's life while voyaging from Gravesend to 
Calcutta. We had the usuaf alternations of foul and 
f&ir weather, and we hsA — ox \>e\ifir9«»d that we hid — 
i&ore than one narrow e&oai^e icom. io'v>i!L^Tm%\ ^s^sjey^^ 
by reason of some neglect in e.\<01gpg\x^^^^\kK^^ftAy^tf^ 
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tiirotigli which the sea broke with resistless violence ; 
emd again, when in the tropics, we were taken aback in 
I heavy squall. At the crossing of the line, Keptone 
md his train paid us their accustomed visit. Then was 
;he ceremony of shaving gone through. Then were 
ire-engines, water-buckets, and slush-barrels, brought 
uto play. Then were men's tempers tried — ^without 
in any case failing them — and mirth and revelry kept 
iihe snip for a season in an uproar. Moreover, flocks 
3f Mother Carey's pretty little chickens followed us 
round the Gape — the huge albatross did not disdain to 
Husit us — and a bird called the booby, lighting on pur 
ftada, permitted himself to be knocked down with a 
stick or with the hand. Why should I speak of sharks, 
fllying-flsh, or dolphins — why try to convey to such as v 
have not looked upon the scene, something like an idea 
of the tropical ocean, as well when it is c&aa and quiet 
in its might, as when the hurricane sweeps over it P 
All these are matters on which I cannot think of touch- 
ing — partly because they have no novelty about them 
—partly biecause, to be rightly imderstood, they must 
be maae the object of men's outward senses; not 
offered as material on which the imagination may em- 
ploy itself. 

Keither is it worth while to go into a minute detail 
of the little accidents which betel in the course of our 
foyage, or the sports and amusements by which we 
dieated it of its tedium. We had men fall overboard, 
and get drowned. We had one case of suicide — ^where 
ilie victim of her own headstrong temper was a woman. 
We had a death or two, followed by the committal of 
the bodies to the deep ; and we were all much solemnized 
as we watched their downward progress. On the other 
hand, the ship being supplied with a very fair band, it 
was our custom, of an aPfcemoon, to get up a sort of 
universal ball to the sound of its playing. On these 
oocasions, liie officers and other passengers, of whom 
several were ladies, used to dance on the quarter-deck; 
tile ship's company did the same thing on the fore- 
castle, and the solders and their wives footed it away 
merrily in the waist. On the whole, therefore, we got 
on pleasantly enough. Nor let me forget to mention 
the degree of respect which, was mvonSoVj ^«a.Wft "^^ 
Coni'j J>«7. Ab often aa Sunday caaai!^ le^^o^ ^ 
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liands — seamen as well as soldiers — ^ajrayedthemsdfs 
in their best. They then assembled, at a given haat, 
upon the qnarter-deck — ^the soldiers occupying one sidfl^ 
the women and children the other, the seamen stan^ 
towards the booms, and the cabin paasengerB dose to 
the cuddy, that they might accompany the captaii^ 
wlio, witn great solemn^ and reveresice, r^ tiiB 
morning service of the church. Neither did our seoae 
of what was due to Gt>d*8 sabbath end there. The dagr 
was a day of rest — as much so, at least, as the natnn 
of our sanation would allow ; for no more work wai 
imposed upon the seamen than was ahadbotely neoo- 
sary, and we were universally left to our own mediti' 
tions. 

In this manner a certain number of months ran their 
eourse, during the progress of whidi we not only never 
planted foot on shore, out never once caat anchor. B 
would be contrary to truth, therefore, were I not to 
admowledge that we were getting heartily tired of oar 
confbiement on board of smp, when one day a voice 
from the mast-head gave the joyous announcement of 
land on the starboard bow. There was an immediate 
rash to that side of the vessel, and hundreds of ejes 
wearied themselves in the endeavour to realize the 
promise which the look-out man had giyen. But the 
coast of Bengal, especially about the month of the 
Hoogly, is, as all the world knows, flat as well ai 
barren ; and though the breeze blew in our favour, and 
we steadily moved along, a good hour elapsed ere from 
the deck symptoms of what we sought could be diseo- 
yered. At last, however, the glitter of a gilded pagoda 
in the sun attracted our attention. A loud and joyfnl 
shout rent the air; we heartily congratulated one 
another on the prospect of a speedy deliverance, and 
walked the deck for the remainder of the day in the 
highest state of excitement. 

The anchor was dropped that night off the Pagodas, 

for the first time since our gallant crew had heaved it 

in Portsmouth harbour. By early dawn next morning 

we started again, and tidmg along, found ourselvei 

hy and by abreast of the wud and tangled island of 

Bangor, How shall 1 descnV^e Wi!^ vQLQ&ft%fiiQi\.Qf won* 

dew which from that timeior^ik Y^\.m^^MS£ATx^s^ 

Mttenidoik? In the first piace, e^«l <JtiV«fw ^T^^^^sa^ 
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liie eye fell, the lierba^, the buildings, the boats, and 
file people that manned them, had &ojit them a ehft- 
meter to which the mere power of novelty save on m- 
describable interest. The first boat that boarded xm 
contained four men, all black as ebony, and naked, ex- 
cept that a girdle was roond their waists. These were 
regarded as persons of a very humble class, and we 
were right; but the next cargo that arriyed, bore 
themselves with so much dignity, that we felt as if we 
were in the presence of some native princes. They 
wore long loose robes of very white cotton, large tur- 
bans beguded and otherwise adorned, and moved about 
with a step so slow and measured, that it was impos- 
sible to divest oneself of a feeling of restraint, aa often 
«8 one stood near them. My astonishment may there* 
fore be conceived, when I saw one of the shin's officers 
•eat himself on a gun-carriage forward, ana a native 
prince produce an enormous razor, and set about ilie 
process of shaving him. Neither did the matter end 
Biere. The same grave and reverend personage, afttf 
completing this process with the third mate, offered^ 
with a profound salaam, to give me a specimen of hifl 
•kin, to which, with a laugh, I submitted. I had 
never been so well or so pleasantly shaved before, and 
I stuck to my original barber for several years after- 
wsrds. 

The Hoogly becomes at a short distance from its 
mouth so l^et with shoals and sandbanks that the 
large Indiamen are compelled to cast anchor ; the pas- 
sengers and goods being transferred to vessels of more 
ineonsiderab^ bulk, are in them conveyed as far as 
Fort William. It was on the third day from our 
•nival off the Pagodas, that we got into a couple of 
fangs, which, taking advantage of every turn of the 
tide, bore us slowly on our way. Nothing could be 
more delicious than that voyage. The river becoming 
narrow as we receded from its mouth, introduced us to a 
succession of exquisite landscapes, every feature in which 
was to us as captivating as it was novel. Here em- 
bowered beneath the branches of the clustering banyan, 
over which would rise the stately stem of the cocoa- 
nut, might be seen some mosque or pagoda, or it might 
he the country-house of a na^^ft o? t«s^\ "^^st^ ^ 
duster of huts overslvadowei ^^ xwSa. i^J^isij^* ^^ta^ 
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was all strange to us, and therefore beautifoL Then 
aeain the country, though ujuversallj flat, was dothedin 
aJiyerj of the freshest green; for we reached our desti^ 
nation in the middle of the very rains, and the verdaie 
of the east, during the rainy season, is exquisite. But 
I must not continue these details; Tnfliii.Ti scenery, like 
the scenery of other regions, must be seen, eimer in . 
reality, or on the canvass, to be estimated aright. M 
the descriptions in the world would not excite in the 
reader's mind one distinct idea, wherefore I cease to 
weary him and myself by any Airther efiforts to accom- 
plish an impossibility. 

There is nothing so tempting nor so dangerous to 
the European on his first arriyaT in the country as the 
fruit which is pressed upon him by the natiye dealen. 
A long confinement on board of ship, during the larger 
portion of which no luxury of the sort has come berore 
him, giyes additional yalue to the odoriferous poison 
in his eyes ; and imless he shall haye been forewarned 
against it, and possess oyer and above a large share of 
self-control, he is sure to eat in more than moderation, 
and to suffer. I ate, and I suffered ; for the day he- 
fore we reached the landing-place I was in a violent 
fever. 

K you are ever taken ill in India, yon are not, in 
cases like this, kept long in suspense as to the probable 
issue of your complaint. I was in bed with a raging 
fever one day, on the next I was sufficiently recovered 
to disembark with the baggage; and proceeded, tiiough 
not without a good deal oisuffering, to take up my re- 
sidence in Fort William. The fort itself is a magni- 
ficent structure, well defended with broad ditches, and 
covered by a succession of works, on which many heaTV 
cannon are mounted. But the circumstance whicu 
attracts, in a principal degree, the stranger's admira- 
tion, is the exceeding care which is taken to keep it 
clean and well ventimted. Every day the sewers are 
washed out and sprinkled with quicklime ; while, ere 
sunrise, the sweepers are at work, not only as often as 
occasion seems to require, but much more frequently. 
Moreover, the inmates of Fort William have other 
than human guardians of their health, so far, at least, 
AS health is liable to \)e aSecte^ \»^ VK<& Y^"^^^^ ^"^ ^^^ 
Aoral of putrefying garbage. "Ein^^itjVw^s'Vmm^^^w^^ 
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tiie bird called the Adjntant, wluoh walks abont, re- 
spected, and therefore tame, and feeds upon carrion of 
e^ery sort, from the body of the mouse up to the 
bxnnan frame, of which numerous specimens are, everj 
tide washed down the Ganges. A strange-lookinff 
creature he is — that AdjutaniP— with his bald head ana 
his ashen-gray win^, and his portly form lifting his 
bald head neaxfy mvx feet above the surface of the 
earth. And then, when the heat of the day comes, 
sway he goes into the skies, ascending so far that you 
obh observe <mly the shadow of his form in the sun- 
beam. 

The Adjutant is greatly respected by all classes of 
people, neither is he mucn of a plimderer ; but this is 
more than can be said for a secies of hawk which also 
frequents Fort William and its viciniiy in great num- 
bers. Nothing can escape the quickness and the darmg 
'Of i^t d^redator. If a cook pass from the cookhouse 
to the barracks, he will dart down upon the basket 
which the man carries on his head, and take possession 
at one swoop of its contents. Indeed I have seen a 
hacwk fairly fasten upon a bone which a soldier was 
picking, and wrest it out of his hand and from between 
Lis teeth. I^either is the fort free from the visits 
<xf troops of jackals, which make their way l^ough 
posterns and lower embrasures after nightfall, and 
sreak the sleep, besides awakening the fears of 
strangers, who have not become accustomed to them. 
The lackal, however, at least as we find h'.vn here, is a 
Teiy narmless and timid animal. He will run away 
with whatever morsels of animal food your own or 
your attendant's carelessness may have left in his i^'ay; 
but he never ventures to look man in the face, and flees 
from iAxe barking of a watch-dog. 

The buildings within the fort are very commodious 
aaoid handsome. Besides some noble barracks, capable 
o£ containing at least 3000 men, and casemates where 
« like number may be lodged, there are the houses or 
apartments of all the functionaries, such as the 
eovemor, surgeons, storekeepers, chaplain, and so 
forth ; with a church well-buut and exceedingly com- 
modious, an arsenal, and magazines out of number. X 
heliere that the fort itself mo\uit&, cpc S& ^'«3^i&5^<b ^ 
mounlang, 1000 pieoefi of cannon. "V^Sa >Stc^f^^ ^'^ 

o 
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stocked with small arms, shot, slielLs, powder, <uiu ■ k, 
other munitions of war; and is enriched, besides, "wiih 1 ^, 
a very curious collection of natiye weapons, all of them I ^ 
taken durmg the progress of the straggles which raised 1 ^ 
the power of England in the east to the height which 1 1 
it now occupies. Then again the bazaar, portioned out 
into all manner of departments, and abounding in eyery 
article of which either native or European might lie 
expected to stand in need; — ^the vegetaole market, the 
fruit market, the stalls on which clothing was spread 
forth, the tables of the money-changers, and the money- 
changers themselves calling out, from amid their bags 
of gSd, silver, copper, and shells, invitations for the 
visitors to deal with them; all these sights and sounds, 
and many more which I have not now leisure to de- 
scribe, even if I minutely recollected them, kept both 
the outward senses and the inward thoughts constantly 
employed, and sent me home, day after day, full d 
wonder. 

Nor let me forget, while endeavouring to convey to 
others some idea of the sort of impressions whim a 
first acquaintance with Calcutta produced upon myself, 
to make mention of the style in which we, private 
soldiers, lived, and the degree of deference that was 
paid to us by the natives. For example, having reached 
our quarters greatly fatigued, and seeing a number of 
cane-bottomed beds or sofas arranged round the room, 
I slipped off my clothes with all speed, and throwing 
myself on one of them, soon fell asleep. I did not 
awake till about four in the morning, when there was a 
great bustle in the place. For a whole troop of natives 
entered, swept and washed out the room, spread some 
tables with mce clean cloths, and by and by brought in 
breakfast. Meanwhile I went in search oi my clothes ; 
but, lo ! they were gone. I inquired for them eagerly, 
and was yet in considerable alarm, when an Hindoo 
stooping down, began to unlace my boots ; and before 
I coula well conceive what it was that he meant to 
effect, they were both stripped from my feet. Well, 
thought I, if we are to pay for all this attendance, the 
king s allowance will not go far to keep us ; but as I 
sawtbat others resignedt\iema^'ve^fefe^V^\A^\ia*.^eemed 
to be their fate, I too gave "way, bcsiSl ^^ T\aJsCT««»>wSs^ 
" r course. The resxilt was A^t Vv5eSao^A ^ss.1 ^!t«^ 
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4o otirselves, we found our clotliiDg and accoutrements 
cleaned, a sumptuous breakfast spread forth, and 
notbing more required from us but that we should par- 
take, at our ease, of the goods which the gods provided. 
Exactly as the clock struck eight a dozen cooks entered, 
followed by as many seryants, all of them bearing on 
their heads baskets of savoury viands, and mth stewed 
steaks, eggs, white loaves, butter, and coffee, before us, 
the fault would have been entirely our own, had we 
failed to fare sumptuously. So it was likewise at dinner 
time. We had no trouble — ^no anxiety ; for the same 
attentive natives once more covered our tables with 
everything which in that climate is either usual, or ac- 
counted a luxury. I must confess, that my astonish- 
ment knew, at the outset, no bounds. Yet, it is mar- 
vellous how soon we become accustomed to usages, 
which, when first seen, surprise — or, it may be, vex us. 
I had not continued lon^ in India ere not these marks 
of attention alone, but others of a more equivocal nature, 
were received by me as a mere matter of course. Cer- 
tainly the Indian soil is that in which luxurious habits 
grow with a rapidity unknown elsewhere. 

We had not been long at Fort William, ere Lord 
Moira, then governor-general, reviewed us ; and we 
received orders to proceed to Cawnpore, whither we 
were to be transported in boats. I had never been in 
perfect health since we first entered the Hoogley; and 
now the sickness broke out on me with such violence, 
that I was removed by the doctor's direction to the 
general hospital. For eight-and-twenty days I con- 
tinued in such a state, that my life was despaired of ;— 
and the origin of the whole was my own imprudence in 
indulging tSo freely in the fruit of tne country. Thanks 
to an excellent constitution, however, and the careful 
nursing which I received, the crisis of the fever passed, 
and I recovered; though not till my sufferings had 
taught me the lesson that the folly of an hour in matters 
affecting the body as well as the mind, not unfrequently 
lays up for him who is guilty of it, days, or months, or 
even years, of useless self-reproach. 

I was still an invalid when the regiment embarked 
in the boats, which were to convey it by the chaxm.elo£ 
the Gnnges to Cawnpore ; and \)e\si^ TmBJ^<i Xft tssssh^* 
the doctor caused ncMf to be earned \xi a^^^ss^s-^^'^* 
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lodged with the sick, in the hospital barge. Of Ik 
oommeiiGeiiieiit of the voyage, and of the circmnstuiMi 
attending it, I am therefore unable to speak, except 
upon the report of others. But long before we readied 
Dinapoie, -which, is aooonnted, I beUeye, the haif-wif 
atation, my health came back, and great was myenjof 
Bient in oonseqnenee. I haye oertainlj not mxui to 
say in oommendatkni of onr transportB, whether alhh 
Hon be made to their sea-worthiness, or to the extol 
of aocommodation which they afforded. Wretehed 
•ffiurs they were, being, like the country boats it 
general* almost on a leyel in their deck with Ite 
stream, and in eyerypore pervious to the water; hb 
pitch being used in caulking, the loose cotton is soot 
pushed aside, and then through all the seams the water 
makes its way, giving ample occupation to one man k 
baling, and to another in the fruitless endeavour to 
stop up the yawning chasms with fresh materiaL 

The current of the Ganges is, during the rainy seasoi, 
very strong. Whole fields — ^I do not mean the pio- 
duee-— but the very soil of the flat country on either 
bank, are swept away by it ; and if, as not unfr^quentij 
happens, Ihe wind set in an opposite direction, the 
BweU becomes tremendous, and the danger to tlie 
navigator is great. More than once it seemed to me 
that the destruction of the frail bark in which we had 
taken our passage, was inevitable. Yet the Bengalees 
are in their own way skilful navigators, and by some 
means or anotiber they contrived to carry us tnrongk 
all our difficulties. Once, I remember, even they con- 
sidered themselves in a very dehcate pli^t. We 
arrived at an enormous lake, or inundation. The wind 
blew a hurricane — ^the waters were white with foam, 
and the very means of making £ftst the boats were 
wanting. Arter a good deal of hesitation, our crew 
faced me danger, and their gallantry carried Ihem 
through; but there were other barges there which 
woukLnot venture to follow the example, and these 
suffered severely. Happily no lives were lost ; and W9 
ail arrived the same night at Dinapore. 
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CHAPTER XXITL 

TcjBge up the Ganges contiiiiied — Scenes along its co mae B ta» 
poce— 'The ftobles— -A miuder and ezecatkm. 

DiHAFOBB is a station for an infantry regiment ; and 
were it not that lying low, it ia, during the hot season^ 
Tery unhealthy, it would present many features of 
attraction eyen to the European. The country round 
is extremely rich and well wooded, whUe an excellent 
bazaar, under the management of the quarter-master, 
as these military markets always are, supidies 1^ 
troops with every article of consumption of which they 
ean stand in need. The barracks, too, are commodious 
and well arranged, haying a large ffrass plat in the 
centre of the square, ana ample staUing attached to 
ihem ; and though tiie distance firom Gucutta be not 
less than five hundred miles, the accommodation i^- 
fi>rded by a water conveyance appears materially ta 
abridge it. It was in Dinapore that, for the first time, 
I encountered elephants holding their way through the 
narrow streets of the regimental bazaar, yet inuring 
no one ; and as the spectode surprised me very much, 
BO the expression of my wonder drew forth from others, 
fii?ni1i«y with the animal's habits, many tales of their 
estxeme sagacity, of which the foUowiuj^ is one. 

A particular elephant, which was pointed out to me, 
had been in the nabit, as often as it passed a confec- 
tioner's stand, to receive from the keeper of the stand, 
in the very heart of the bazaar, a parcel of sweetmeats. 
The owner of the beast, becoming aware of the custom, 
gave the elephant's keeper money, and desired him not 
to restrict his charge in his recreation, but to pay for 
what the elephant got regularly once a week. The mo- 
hut, a dishonest man, kept the money to himself, in 
oonsequence of which the confectioner, who began to 
grow tired of feeding such a customer on credit, applied 
to him for payment ; it was re^ed, and the confeo- 
tioner, as a matter of course, protested that he would 
disburse no more sweetmeats. Well, it came to pass 
once upon a time, that the elephant arrived as usual in 
j&ont of the atall ; he held out \saa troxiaL, <2?&et^\\aflk 
accustomed salutation by gr\mtimLg,7e\.Tece«^^^<:^^«^2^^%» 
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On the contrary, the baker loaded the mohut with abnae, ■ * 
and he and his gigantic charge by and by passed on; | { 
they proceeded to the tank, whither they were goinpto 
water, and the elephant drank as usual. They then 
returned — ^but the elephant would stop again in firont 
of the stall, and the confectioner again assailed him and 
his driver with the lan^age of reproach. A summaij 
punishment awaited him. The elephant, pointing ha 
trunk with great accuracy, let fly among the pastry and 
sugar-plums before him such a shower of dirty water as 
soon reduced the whole to a state of absolute dissolution. 
As was to be expected, the confectioner complained to 
the owner of the beast, upon which all the facts of the 
case became known, and the poor artiste having been ! 
remimerated for aU the losses which he had sustame€l,a i 
fresh mohut was found to take care of his customer. 

Nothing could exceed, on very many accounts, the 
degree of interest which attached to the remainder of 
our voyage after we quitted Dinapore. The farther we 
penetrated into the heart of the country, the more were 
we struck with the peculiarity of the scenery and the 
strangeness, at least to us, of the customs of those who 
inhabited it. Beautiful villages lay here and there 
along the river's bank, all of them clustering round 
their own pagodas ; and each having its baths, its ora- 
tories, and terraces, by which the inhabitants ap- 
proached ix> cast upon the sacred stream their votive 
offerings. The consequence was, that as often as we 
looked towards the snore we beheld little groups of 
both sexes at their devotions, while the very bows of 
our vessel were garlanded with the innumerable boa- 
^uets which, tossed in at places higher up, came float- 
ing down the stream to meet us. Ihave counted scores 
of these rich garlands, throughout which the queenly 
lotus always snone conspicuous, bespangling the surface 
of the water at the same time. Kor could I repress a 
feeling, almost of involuntary reverence, for the sort of 
Tehgion, wild and extravagant as it is, which led its 
votmes te do honour te the Deity by so simple yet so 
elegant a custom. 

£i making a voyage up the Ganges you invariably 
ftring^-to at nightfall. Tkena^ve\>o«L\7ai%>Ti\\a:^^,\sA«i^^ . 
no idea that it is poBBi\Ae to VoV^ ^iJ!a.«a q«.\vs^^\b. "^ofc 
and aa their provisioiiB, ttfla^\© ^o\^^^e!ass^\»»x^ 
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quire cookmg, it is at night that the process is invariably 
^one througn. A very striking scene it consequently 
IB after your cables are made fast, and under the trees, 
that ^ow to the water's edge, dozens of fires are 
lighted. Woe, however, to me European who ap- 
proaches too near to these fires while the rice that is 
required for the evening^ meal may be undergoing the 
necessary preparation. If he disregard the shouts and 
signals of the natives, they throw both rice and their 
cooking utensils in the fire, and then, for the amount 
of remuneration, the transgressor is entirely at their 
mercy, — ^for let the claim be what it may the officer is 
sure to allow it. But it was not the boatman's meal 
alone which was dressed at this hour. Our own native 
cooks chose the same season, as indeed necessity re- 
quired, wherein to make ready for our use the rations 
of eadi morrow ; and once tiie circumstance of their 
doing so was productive of a little adventure which was 
long after spoken of among us with much interest. 

The case was this. We brought up one evening, as 
usual, and made fast our boat to the roots of a large 
tree that grew close to the water's edge. We then 
landed, as our invariable custom was, and watched the 
cooks first light the fires, and then get the provisions in 
order for dressing. But instead of going on with that 
very necessary operation, they all, with one accord, fell 
upon their knees, and lifting up their hands, began, in 
a monotonous sort of howl, to pour out their prayers to 
the moon. At first we were astonished, then we be- 
came irritated ; but by and by, on looking up, we saw 
tiiat an eclipse had begun. It was in vain that some of 
us urged these devotees to leave the moon to herself, 
and to dress our supper. So long as the shadow was 
on the moon's disc, they remained on their knees, pray- 
ing earnestly ; and when at length she shone forth again 
in ner glory, ihej rose, clapped their hands, and shouted 
vehemently. It was a striking sight that of these 
naked, yet robust men, all offering up their adorations 
to one of the host of heaven : neither was the issue less 
remarkable. They dressed our meal readily enough, 
which we consumed, and then went on board to sleep. 
JBn* iihey spent the whole of the ni^ht ia ^in^n^ and 
dancing, as the best mode of expreasvu^^eaV^l ^"^aa 
moon's deiirerance firoxa hex euexaj, ■ 
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Amon^ other strange sights which, greeted ni whSe 
proBecnting that upward Yoyage, I mast not forget to 
notice the aUigators which lay among the alime on tiu 
mer's bank, l&e so many logs of trees, and rolled thefr 
aelyes into the water omy when we approached tium. 
I had neyer seen the monster before, and was in eofr 
sequence a good deal alarmed by him, especiaUy ate 
I had listened to sundry tales of his great ferocity nd 
exceeding strength, bom by land and water. But tiie 
only practical efiect produced by this commenoemenfcof 
our acquaintance, was to put a stop to the eyemng 
baths, m which we had heretofore indulged. One d 
the brutes was wounded by Captain Elliot, of the lltii, 
and, after a fierce straggle, secured by a party dt 
natives ; and a closer acquaintance with his huge jswB 
and sharp teeth, had no tendency, it must be oanfeesed, 
to reconcile us to their proportions. 

Onwards and onwards we went, the nrer nanDWing 
slightly as we drew nearer to its source, and a norel^ 
of some kind or other greeting us at every stage. One 
day we passed a huge rock, -miich rises upright out of 
the cenbre of the stream, and which the yiolenoe ef the 
current has, in the course of ages, well nigh cut in twaixL 
It is surmounted by a hut, in which dwells a Fakir, 
one of that class, half-mendicant, half-enthusiast, with 
which all parts of India abound, and whose habito are 
now familiar to every weU-read person. How they 
levy contributions of nee and bread £rom door to door, 
I need not therefore tell, neither is it worth while to 
describe their voluntary penances — ^their years of tortnrB 
as they stand motionless, never sitting or lying down to 
rest, and often holding one or both anns in the air ; 
their horrid exhibitions on the swing, when a rusty 
hook is driven through the skin of the bac^ and themr 
selves are whirled round, shouting and apparently 
triumphant, for half-an-hour at a time. These matters 
are set forth so much at length in all manner of publica- 
tions, that even this hasty illusion to them might weU 
have been spared. But it is one thing to read of exhi- 
bitions so strange, and quite another to witness them ; 
the subject may be stale to all the world besides, but it 
luu Btill some interest for me. 

While we were in t\sjB ac^ oi ■^w»m^^2tMk"W3^-i^^ 

mcrous fleet of Taoata opp^^*'^^ m^aaa ^jffisa%,^\am 
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«8 they approached, were seen to contain the relics of 
the 21st Pragoons. These men were on the passage 
to Calcutta, imd a more miserable set of scarecrows ik 
has ncYer been my misfortune to behold. Climate and 
disease appeared to have made sad havoc with the 
whole of them. They were yellow and fleshless; and 
a hasty attempt to open with them some conversation 
in passing, snowed that their tempers, not less than 
their animal moisture, had been dried up by the suna 
of India. For example, having fixed my eve upon a 
gaunt and cnrrie-coloured serjeant, I hailea him, and 
proceeded to ask whether Cawnpore was a nice place, 
and things cheap there. " You'll find out all that for 
yourself," was nis reply, as he turned upon me a 
ghastly look, "when Jack Morbus (meaning the 
cholera,) has brought down your bufialo hide to regu- 
lation ]pattem." There was something irrexistioly 
comical in the expression of the speaker's countenance, 
as well as in the cankered and crabbed answer which 
he vouchsafed to a civil Question. So we burst into a 
hearty laugh, and thus tne two regiments passed one 
another. 

In due time we reached Benares, the sacred city of 
the Hindoos, and were fortunate enough to arrive at a 
season when some great religious ceremony was going 
forward. The river was m consequence covered with 
votive garluids, and multitudes of both sexes were re- 
freshing at once soul and body in the sacred stream. 
We did not bring-to, however, till we came opposite 
Bamffhur — a place of some note in this part of India, 
and me residence of a Eaja ; and there, according to 
custom, so soon as the boats were moored, I, with several 
more belonging to the detachment, landed. 

There was something peculiarly delicious in these 
moonlight walks, as weU because of the exquisite balmi- 
ness of the air, as that they led us through fields of 
flowering cotton or luxuriant indigo, the bursting pods 
of which strew the pathways, and send forth a strong, 
yet not an overpowering, odour as you crush them 
under foot. On this night, however, our rambling pro- 
pensities brought us into a situation of some danger, I 
verily believe, and certainly well calculated to alarm. 
land my comrade were traversing «. co/^n^^ssjc^siokssfik-* 
wheu looking to the right, ir© "bekcMi «k ^dnw^ <^V^^^a^ 
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'bnfialoes feeding, by whom we were no sooner peN 
ceived than they tossed their heads into the mr, and 
made a rush towards ns. There was nothing for it but 
to take to our heels, so we ran as fast as onr 1^ 
would carry us, tiU we reached a quickset hedge, 
through which, at some cost both to skin and garments, 
we managed to squeeze. We were thus saved fifom 
the buffafoes; but on advancing towards the entrance 
of the village, our horror may be conceived when we 
found ourselves suddenly witmn twenty yards of what 
we mistook for a tiger. The beast was lying on a sort 
of bamboo cot, and seemed to be asleep, on which I 
pulled my comrade by the sleeve, and we quietly but 
rapidly retreated. Our consternation, however, was 
almost immediately changed into pure wonder; we saw 
some natives approach the beast, pat him on the head, 
and walk on; and being thus encouraged, we drew 
near in like manner, and saluted the object of our 
terror. It was not a tiger, but a chita, or hunting 
leopard; nevertheless, he did not seem to acknowledge 
our acquaintance so freely as he had done that of tne 
Hindoos; for he opened his eyes with an expression so 
suspicious that we were heartily glad to leave him to 
his own reflections. We accordmgly pushed on to the 
raja's palace, which we found to be a large brick build- 
ing, surrounded by iron rails, and having gazed with 
wonder at the quantity of confectioners* shops that 
abutted upon it, we turned our faces back again towards 
the boats. A considerable detour carriea us wide of 
the buffaloes, and we reached our sleeping berths in 
peace. 

From Ramghur we proceeded to AUahabad — ^the Holy 
City, or City of God — ^beside which the Jumna pours 
its waters into the Ganges, both, at the point of junc- 
tion, possessing a character of great sanctity. Mere 
stands the tomb of the good and gallant Marquis Com- 
wallis; here, too, is an ancient fort, within the walls of 
which there used to be one of those sacred columns 
which the Hindoos adore, which was indeed standing 
when we reached the place, but has since been thrown 
down. It was here, after Imctoi^ tVvft boots dragged 
with, infinite difficulty over a \on^ «v3LGCi«k^«vQft\. ^1 >^&36S?^ 
^WB, that for the first tmie^e©Tico\aAet^^%.\«rQa^^ 
' ' the power of its miglit, feom ^^ o^wii\M^flttsa^ 
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Tiolence of which our frail craft escaped only through 
l^e foresight of the crews in moorins them after they 
had been fairly run on shore. I shall never forget the 
terrible effect of that whirlwind, which, had it endured 
another hour, must haye shaken the whole country into 
diaos. The loftiest and strongest trees either bent be- 
fore it like reeds, or snapped asunder, and were then 
tossed into the air ; while the clouds of dust and sand 
which it swept along its course, blinded our vision, and 
seriously incommoded our respiration. Happily for us 
and for all that lay within its mfluence, it <^a not con- 
tinue more than half-an-hour, though for more than 
twice that space we could foUow its onward progress, 
as it swept away from us in a straight line, carrying 
devastation and terror over a large extent of country. 

We had a good many deaths during the passage^ 
which lasted in all three months, and we buried our 
dead in deep ^aves which we dug along the river'g 
edge. We might have saved ourselves the trouble. 
Our right wing, which preceded us a little way, had 
suffered in like manner, and they also deposited the 
remains of their comrades where the earth could cover 
them ; but their graves, when we reached them, were 
all tenantless; the wolves and iackalls had dug the 
bodies up, and the scattered n*agments of military 
dothing with which the sides of the different pits were 
covered, showed that the wild beasts had not left 
their lifeless owners to the tedious process of natural 
decay. 

On the 28th of October, 1819, we arrived at the 
place of our destination, and disembarking at an early 
nour next morning, were marched forthwith into bar- 
racks. We found them extremely commodious and 
comfortaUe ; and as great care had been taken to put 
them in order for our reception, we counted, not with- 
out reason, on spending our time here with much satis- 
faction ; for Cawnpore contains a large garrison, and 
is, besides, the residence of many persons of distinction, 
of gentlemen in the civil service of the Company, of 
merchants, and others, and these have provided for 
themselves every accessory to enjoyment, not forgetting 
either a handsome assembly -tooiq., ot ^ ii^b'd^ ^<&<^;:^« 
JBut it was not so muck aoout iiieae \jKfli®^^ ^& ^^^Sa- 
reference to the horses whicL i\ie 2i\at\ajaA\fe^^^'^ 
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use, that my cariosity wsa exctfced. I aeoatd&nfij mf 
liraced the first opportunity of visiting, alcmg wiSi & to^ 
lanteer from that regiment, thestables; asndysnze enoo^ 
the spectacle that met ns there was Strang enoD^ 
It was feeding-time when we entered^ and toe honv 
all of them entire— kept up such a screaHiing and psir- 
ing with iheir fore-feet upon the floor, that I eooU 
have &ncied myself, not in a cavalry stable, but in a 
den of wild beasts. Neither, on mquinng into tiie 
ohBracters of the individual chargers, was &e impni' 
sion produced by the first general survey effiused. Qns 
was a furious kicker — anomer would tear to pieces ai^ 
one on whom it could lay hxAd, and had actually bifctea 
two men to death — a third was accustomed to dance on 
his hind le^ for ten minutes on a stretch, and to IhIi 
out with his fore-feet as if he had been a trained boxer 
— a fourth took fits of sullenness, and standing stofli- 
still, would strike with his heels right and lef)*, so «l 
to throw an entire squadron into confosion. In a word, 
a set of brutes more vicious was represented never ta 
have come together, and it is but fair to add, thi^ cb 
first mounting we so found them. But a few shiip 
field-days, with a little stinting of com, gradually 
tamed mem. Several men received hurts, from bites, 
kicks, and falls — ^many were run away witii, till hone 
and rider became accustomed to each other — but, is 
the end, we proved ourselves their masters. And then, 
a very hardy, if not a very fleet, species of cattle we 
found them. 

We reached Cawnpore at the most agrreeable season 
of the year ; and up to the month of March had little 
to complain of. To be sure the volunteers from the 
21st, wno joined our ranks, proved to be, as such per- 
sons usuaJly are, troublesome, and in several instances 
not very worthy characters. Still we got along pretty 
well till the hot winds began to blow, and then restric- 
tions, to which it was judged expedient to subject us, 
brought the true tempers of our seasoned comrades to 
ihe test.^ They murmured against the regulations of 
the regiment. They thwarted and interrupted the 
noa-eommissioned officers in. th.e daacS^M?,© of their 
^f^f and took at last to ston.\n?r ^em «a o^«i\. «a '$t«p| 
yin'ted the barracks after dark. T\ie coVm^-^^s^ 
•aof gafTer this; so he called tla^em «S1 \»^«iOa.««% «»fl 
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tagored ikem that the yery first who should be detected 
m an act of insubordination would find cause to repent 
it There needed no more to make these bad men 
desperate. They laid the blame chiefly on one Corporal 
Lrwm,— -and they swore among themselyes that they 
would have their reyenge. 

Corporal Irwin might be a little sharp ; but he was 
a just man in the execution of his duty: nor did he 
eyer exact from others more than he was always ready 
to perform himself. For this he became a marked 
aouui ; and one eyening, after giying out the orders for 
tine morrow, a scoundrel of the name of Hislop fired at 
him from behind a pillar, and desperately wounded 
him near the shoulder. The corporal fell, and the 
asaaasin endeayoured to escape ; but he was instanHy 
seized. For we — ^the old hands of the 11th — ^wer© 
much attached both to our regiment, considered as a 
body, and to the officers and non-commissioned officers 
belonging to it ; and finding the turn which affisurs had 
taken among these strangers, we were determined that 
they should DO taught that they would receiye no counr 
tenance from. us. The corporal being carried to the 
hospital, there lost his arm. He did not, howeyer, die^ 
at least, not immediately, — ^but his constitution receiyed 
such a shock, that after undergoing the amputation, 
there was not yigour enough in him to accomplish a 
rally. He lingered seyeral months, and then expired. 
With respect again to Hislop, his fate was sealed. 
Being put into double irons, he was handed oyer to 
the care of the principal jailer in the place ; and having 
been in due time tried and found guilty of an attem^S 
to murder, he was condemned to death. He was 
handed, as he deseryed to be, in the sight of the as- 
sembled garrison. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

Verer and efaokia— -Hospital soenes— Change of qnartefi— Fire- 

paratiom for war. 

It was now the Beason of the year 'when, the maladifit 
pecuUax to this climate UBXiaSVy ^o^ ^<eava>^^v, ^sssSi^ 
m spite of all the precautions ^iaJB.\. ^ct€i ^iSbfc^\ft^sa^ 
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it, fever and cholera both broke out among us. Tc^ 
rible was the havoc which they made in our ranks. At 
breakfast-time, or on the early parade, ten men might 
appear in perfect health, — ^within an hour half the num- 
ber would be taken ill, and ere sunset the greater po^ 
tion of them wotdd die. The hospital became, as may 
be imagined, a scene of complicated horrors. Provi- 
dence was kind to me, so that as a patient I had no 
cause to visit it ; but hearing one day that my cousin 
had been carried thither in a raging fever, I proceeded 
to nurse him. I never saw such a si^ht. With respect 
to my poor relative, he was already insensible, ana in 
less fiian half an hour he ei^ired. But elsewhere ob- 
jects that both shocked and harrowed met my gaze on 
every side. There stood the doctor, — a kind and a 
sldlful man, — with his sleeves tucked up, and his arms 
crimsoned. Several assistants were near, with basins 
in their hands, to receive the blood which he took from 
the sick men's veins; while of the sick themselres, 
some were raving mad, others gloomy and desponding, 
others whoUy insensible — the spark going out in these 
last, one after another. There could be Ettle of order 
or regularity in disposing of the bodies of those who, 
in sudi numbers, and so rapidly, paid the last debt of 
nature. Every morning a couple of carts came to the 
hospital, and in these the corpses were removed to the 
public cemetery, where not a few, attended only by 
the comrEuies wno loved them most, went to the sleep 
which knows no waking. Let me not, however, dwell 
upon events, the remembrance of which will hang by 
me through life, and ever in sorrow; indeed, i wul 
quit this subject altogether after I shall have described 
a little adventure which befel me, not unconnected with 
it, though partaking more of the ludicrous than the 
pathetic. 

When sickness broke out, our men became divided 
into two classes, one of which the thought of the pre- 
cariousness of their position sobered, whole in the other 
it produced diametrically the opposite effect. These 
last, in order to drown care, orank hard and lived 
merrily; and, strange as it may sound, it is neverthe- 
iess true, that of them nine out oi \«ti. ^^^^^. To 
^V shame he it spoken, the example oi >i)Sia^^ t^^s^«ml 

^ had more influence oyec m© ^on^CsaaX. Vfi^'Sa'Caa 
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Traver men set, and I drank, in consequence, harder 
CLuring the prevalence of that epidemic than ever I did 
before or have ever done since; the result on one 
occasion was this. 

There was a standing order &om the surgeon, that 
whenever any of the men were observed to taJke to 
Iheir beds, or lounge upon them at unbecoming seasons, 
Ihe Serjeant of the day should direct them to be re- 
moved at once to the hospital. It happened, once 
upon a time, that my comrade and I having gone to^e* 
ther for the purpose, as I well remember, of purchasmg 
a glass for my watch, we were asked by a native mer- 
chant whether or not we should like to be supplied 
with a bottle of superlatively good wine. Such a sug- 
gestion was not to be neglected, so we adjourned to 
Eis tent, and there, together with a little bread and 
cheese, consumed between us three bottles of Cape, 
which the honest old man sold to us for genume 
Madeira. The wine proved too much for us. To walk 
home with it was out of the question, so we ordered a 
covered bullock-car, drawn bv two animals, and jogged 
along in this clumsy vehicle towards the barradcs* 
Arrived there, nothing wotdd content us but a dram 
of arrack ; and the vile spirit coming immediately upon 
the scarcely less deleterious wine, placed us at once 
hars de combat. We staggered to our beds, and were 
both fast asleep in a moment. 

How long I nad lain in a state of unconsciousness I 
cannot tell; but a vivid dream, in which I saw that the 
regiment had marched, leaving me behind, at length 
awoke me. It was pitch dark. I sat up in my bed, 
rubbed my eves, tried to collect my thoughts, but could 
not. One or my arms, moreover, being somewhat stifi^ 
tended still more to confiise me. In a word, I was 
completely distracted. Accordingly I stretched my 
hand towards the wall, in order S> ascertain whether 
boots, saddle, accoutrements, &c., continued to. hang 
where it was my custom to arrange them. They were 
not there — and the conviction became strong that it 
was no idle dream of which I was the victim, out that 
I had indeed been abandoned by my comrades. Full 
of alarm, I sprang out of bed; and, determined to make 
my way ix> the apartment \n'^\mi^\jtws^ ts^^iafc^\Ri^'^ 
stationed, I rushed towatda ^\ia.\»\ ^Ti^xs^^Ha^s!^*^^ 
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bolted door of my own room, and pressed Ike wbai^ 
weight of my body against it. 

A door it doabtlesB was which in this strange wi^ 
I had encountered, and as it did not happen to be » 
much as on the latch, the resnlt to myself was a loH 
heels OTer head. Not having sustained any inpny, 
however, I immediately gatherod myself up again, aad 
in the very bxttemess of grief shouted ou^ " Are joa 
aU eone?'^ 

A feeble Toioe, the tones of which were not unfik- 
mihar to me, xepUed by demanding, ''Is that yon, 
George?" 

'* [K> be sure it is," was my answer. "In the naiiie 
(^ fortune whore am IP" 

" Don't you knowP was the reply. 

" Know!" answered I, " how should IP Is ik 
regiment gone, and are you and I left to die here to* 
geSherP" 

** No, to be sure not, but you are in the hospital" 

••In the what P" 

" In the hospital — you and your comrade were 
brought in yesterday aniemoon, hioth labouring under 
apoplectic fits; and if you had done what was ncht and 
becoming, you would have been a dead man by this 
time." 

In an instant the whole truth flashed across wo, 
and the adventure appeared so ridiculous, that, huny- 
ing back to xny bed, I there indulged in a heaiiy fit of 
laughing. Neither was the disposition to be meny 
removed when davlight exhibited my comrade, lying 
on the opposite side of the room, and wondering, as I 
had done when I first awoke, where he was, or wnether 
his identity had not changed. The result of the wh<^ 
aflbir was, however, this. After learning that ^ 
Serjeant on duty, a young and rash man, had ordered 
us to be carriea into hospital, without so much as wbIe- 
xng us to ascertain how we were, and that the surgeon 
took fixmi each of us, on the instant, thirty ounces oi 
blood, the loss of which only caused us to sleep the 
more soundly, we were ^ven to understand that we 
should again be visited m our turns by the medical 
'tafi^ aa well as hj th.e oolonel and adyitant (^ the 
^giment Accordmgly, at tlie &\jdxv%\Aisi^,^(^^\tf^ 
^ theae gentlemen entered, Mvd oth cwwa -^cw^ ^tak^? 



THE LIGHT DEA.QOOV. 225 

to the commandant, not, as I imagined, without a very 
quizzical expression in ^e countenance of him who re- 
ported upon us. We, too, were sorely puzzled to keep 
our gravity; but the mock examination ended in oiu* 
being told to return to our quarters, and to take care 
how we put ourselves wantonly in the way of aeain 
being removed, as apoplectic subjects, into the hos- 
pital. 

There died of the fever at this time not fewer than 
one hundred and twelve men, besides women and 
children, belonging to the 11th Dragoons. Our ex- 
cellent surgeon also, Dr. Omally, fell a sacrifice to his 
indefatigable zeal and attention, and Captain !N'owlan 
and the paymaster soon followed. Neither was the 
mortalii^ confined to us; of the 87th infantry, as well 
as the dompany's artillery, many sunk under the dis- 
ease, and the (deaths among the native troops were to 
the foM as numerous. At last, however, the monsoons 
set in, and with them came a complete rehef from the 
pressure of the disease; occasionally a man would die, 
but the violence of the distemper had passed away, and 
we were enabled in consequence to enjoy ourselves 
both within doors and without, as far at least as a 
ceaseless fall of heavy rain would allow; and in truth 
the violence with which the floods came down sur- 
passed everything of which I could have formed an 
idea. I have seen the barrack-square converted in 
less than an hour into a tank or pond, in whidi there 
was a depth of two feet of water, through which swarms 
of smaU fish were swimming, very much, as may be 
imagined, to our astonishment, and greatly to the de- 
light of the natives. Neil^er were we long left in 
doubt as to the causes of the phenomenon. One day I 
was suddenly invited to watdi with my comrades the 
progress of a water-spout, the formation of which was 
going on at no great distance from the cantonments. I 
saw a column oi water rise from a flooded meadow, and 
rash up, as it seemed, to meet a dense cloud that had 
gathered over it; the sun, too, happening to shine out 
at the moment, and to cast his rays obliquely upon the 
pillar, the effect was more beautiful than I have lan- 
^e to describe; and when in a few minutes after- 



wards the continuity oi t\i© y^Wm '??^\st^<5v\.^'*^^ 'es^-^s^ 
from its lower poxtioii io^ o^et ^ia ^ *^ *^\iaJi.\i^'s^'^ 



226 THX LIGHT BSJLOOOjr. 

shower of diamond sparlu. It was not to wAi h 
heavily-laden doud, which likewise in doe tinko Ah 
charged its contents npon our heads. We leti wi 
hear of rain that resembles the paming of waUr oofcrf 
buckets: I never tDl that day was^ able to bdiere M 
there was any substantial truth in the aimile. St 
was this all; with the rush of waters came down Aak 
offish, some of them of a size sufficient to excite 4l 
cupidity of the natives, who, attacking them witli Mb 
and buckets, conveyed them to their houses, aai 
speedily converted them into material for a ddiotbi 
supper. 

As long as the monsoons last, the whole surfiueot 
the coun&y is under water, and for a little while afis 
the floods abate, the sterility is excessive. But in jiD' 
cess of time vegetation begms, and the ^rass spnn^ 
up, and the £>wers blow with a rapidity which to 
the European strangers seems well nigh miracoloMi 
Neither can the sambriiy of the dimate, while lUi 
state of things continues, be surpassed in any part d 
the world. 1 never experienced a more delicious te» 
perature than that to which we were generalhr subject 
firom the end of October to the beginning of March. I 
never beheld a scene more delicately luxuriant and 
rich than the fields and meadows and woods presented 
during a considerable portion of that interval 

At last the season of relief came round ; and the 
8th Light Dragoons having arrived from Meerut, we 
received orders to pack u]^ and march, for the purpose d 
occupying the station which they had abandoned. To 
such as have not witnessed in India the march of a 
regunent of cavalry, it would be no easy task to convey 
an idea of the extraordinary spectacle which is pre- 
sented by it. Let my readers bear in mind, that troops 
never move in our Eastern possessions without canj- 
ing their market and their market people iJong with 
them. The bazaar, indeed, is not attacned to the sta- 
tion, but to the corps : and the dealers being all rego* 
gnlarly enrolled, must either go wiih the regiment 
whithersoever it may proceed, or cease to hold their 
hcenses as merchants. Hence, the night preceding the 
day on which the corps is to set out» slLthe tents in the 
p&zaar are struck. Away \kcii -gitocfee^ ^Jiaa TaaJcas^ 
crew, bullocks, cows, camels, \xoxaef^, wA Vci^ «i 
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elepliants, transporting their goods ; and as the 
mte of each day's encampment is beiorehond explained 
them, they are generally ready to receive the troops 
lien they arrive, and to provide them with the neces- 
' refreshments. Meanwhile, at the first sound of 
trumpet, the tents required to lodge the regiment 
its xniirch are packed upon the backs of camels and 
dlepliants. The former class of animals carries one 
"Ibexit, the latter two ; and when the enormous size of 
"tihe machine is taken into account, as well as the pegs, 
Kies, and mallets required in pitching it, the stren^ih 
of both beasts of burden — especially <« the elephant — 
vurpasses our power of computation. Moreover, as 
each baggage-animal has its company of attendaat^i 
each troop horse its native groom, and each man his 
aervant, and each officer his half-dozen at least, I am 
sure that I do not place the numbers too high when I 
say, that for one trooper there are at least fifteen fol- 
lowers in the camp. I cannot, indeed, compare the 
xnarch of the 11th to anything more appropriate than 
the flight of the Israelites out of Egypt ; for me column^ 
though in point of numbers respectable enough, was 
absomtely obscured even on the hne of march, by the 
swarms of men, women, children, and beasts of burden, 
that surrounded it. 

The march, which be^s at an early hour in the 
morning, generally contmues till about nine, when the 
tents are pitched, and other preparations made to i>asa 
both the oay and night on the ground. It is astonish^ 
ing to see uie enormous extent of that encampment; 
Our single regiment, for example, covered much more 
than a square mile of country, for the horses are 
picketed at wide intervals from each other, and the 
tents of the several troops pitched so as to keep the 
horses of the one apart &om those of the other. Some 
way in rear again, stand the officers' tents, all set up in 
a row, like the street of a town ; while further back 
still, is the bazaar — ^itself a town, and a very bustlinff 
town too, where everything that is to be had in Cal- 
cutta may be purchased, tiiou^h the corps be in the 
very heart of the jungle. Neither is the process by 
which we arrive at this state of order more akin to the 
operations of a mounted regvineii\.m^\a<5^^^*^^>2[^*^Di? 
aspect of the Inrlift n camp reaeTdJcAa^ ^2s^ '^'v. ^ ^"ess^^^ 
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tlio western hemispliere. The word is no sooner givet 
to halt, and dismount, than we hand over our charges i^ 
our native ffrooms. By them they are led to mter, 
dressed, fed, and otherwise arranged, while we a^ 
ourselves £b:^t to the business of breakfast, and thyente 
the search after as many novelties, as the state of tiie 
bazaar may afibrd. But if we lead an easy life by day, 
it cannot be said that we enjoy much of quiet onriog 
the night : then all the brutes, whether horses or cameliy 
seem to break loose. There is a continual floundeiing 
over the tent-cords — a continual shouting of peqJe- 
a continual neighing of steeds, insomuch that he vlio 
has self-command enough to close an eye, or snakh an 
hour's sound sleep, need not distrust his own power of 
obtaining rest should he be thrown into any sitaslaG& 
whatever. 

I have neither the design nor the necessary qnalifi- I 
cations to describe either the customs of the people, a 
the political condition of the country. Abler pens than 
mine have accomplished both tasks before me, — ^neither 
have I any ambition to bring my poor talents into com- 
petition with those of the men who wielded them. But 
the incidents which befel myself, and the little adven- 
tures that occurred to others, I am botmd to relate, 
even at the risk of saying over again what others have 
said, far more pleasantly. 

On the seventh day from the evacuation of Cawnpore, 
we reached Feruckabad, which we found occupied by 
a considerable garrison, consisting entirely of the Com- 
pany's troops. It is a pleasant place, having a market, 
which is well suppHed with vegetables, more especially 
with the potato, of which, a short while previous to our 
visit, the natives had never, seen a specimen ; and being 
built upon one of the banks of the Granges, it enjoys at 
the same time the means of easy and <&ect transit for 
its produce. We did not, however, linger here more 
than a few days. By easy stages we proceeded on- 
wards ; and on the 6th of December, arrived at the 
place of our destination. 

Meerut, which lies beyond Cawnpore somewhere 

about two hundred and seventy-five miles, struck me 

^B being hy far the most deBvram© «»\«^\oii.'??\5ivt5B.'^^\\3ad 

^ yet occupied since we landed a\. ^ot^ ^'^5«m, 

Situated on 4e edge of an exlenawe ^\fiM^ wci^\£iSk 
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the winds from every quarter sweep freely, it is, be- 
yond all question, more congenial to the constitutions 
of Europeans than any of the towns or cantonments 
that lie nearer the sea. Moreover, it forms the head- 
quarters of a large force, consisting of four troops of 
Eorse artillerv, of one European, and one native cavabnr 
Tegiment, of "one redment of European infantry, and 
two, if not three, of Sepoys. From among these, their 
Irives and children, as well as because of the number 
of civilians that are also settled there, an extremely 
i^^reeable society is formed; and the habits of aU 
Quusses being gregarious in the extreme, the intercourse 
kept n^ amon^ them was of the closest. Then again on 
tiie plain we round ample space to manoeuvre and to 
exercise ; and for other matters, whatever a man's tastes 
might be in reference to his out-door pursuits and 
athletic amusements, here ample opportunity was 
afforded of indulging them. We had cricket, long- 
ball, and rackets, — ^tnere was capital angling in the 
tanks, all of which swarmed with nne fish. There was 
shooting of every description, — not omitting to par- 
ticularize that of the tiger itself, — and more than one 
magnificent carcase brought in testified to the skill and 
energy with which our ^cers pursued it. Indeed, I 
may sum up my commendations of the place by stating 
tiiat I have no recollection that the time hung, through- 
out our sojourn there, heavy on our hands ; and as to 
its influence upon our health, we soon began to wear 
again the same florid hues and filled up nrames that 
used to adorn us at home. 

We had occupied these quarters some time — Shaving 
been visited in the interval by Sir Edward Paget— ^ 
when a rumour began to circulate that between the 
East India Company and the Bajah of Bhurtpore, 

Sound of dispute had arisen. The rajah in question, 
ooijan Saaf, had, as is well-known, set aside his 
nephew, and, ascending the throne, began ere long to 
exnibit a disposition uie reverse of firiendly towards 
the English. Inhabiting a place which had never yet 
opened its gates to an enemy, and which, though thnce 
assaidted in Lord Lake's day, had thrice repiQsed the 
assailants, he regarded himself, and was by the people 
of ffindostan in general Teg;a.T^"ei^, ^ *Oo>fc ^'^ \sas^ 
(ibroxighout that vast contuieii^i \i\iO TKii^^X^^ ^sks^^*^ 
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to coimterbalance or hold in check the power of 
strangers. Hence, having qoarrelled, no matter about 
what, with the English govemment, he oould not be 
prevailed npon, either by threats or remonstrances, to 
make the smallest concession; and, on our part, pre^ 
rations beg^ by degrees to be made towards caring bun 
of his obstinacy, by depriving him at once hodi of bis 
fortress and his power. 

It is no business of mine to remark on the sten 
which are taken by those high in power, and, as mm, 
qnite out of the sphere of a private soldier ; but I colj 
repeat what were the nnivei^al whispers in the ann^, 
wnen I state that every necessary arrangement m 
carrying; on the war with vigour, was be^nn and com- 
pleted by Sir Edward Pa^et. He was aim in oommind 
of the troops in India when the necessity for war be- 
came apparent, and he it was who managed, in spite of 
the heavy drain occasioned by the operations that were 
in progress elsewhere, to draw an army together, and 
to supply it with such material, as to render a fJEulme 
tinder the walls of this famous citadel all but impoe- 
sible. He did not, however, reap either the renown or 
the profit which attended the execution <^ plans which 
he had wisely laid. Just before active operations be- 
gan, his successor arrived from England, and, with a 
generosity which was considered at the moment well- 
nigh to overpass its le^timate limits, he instantly 
resigned the command. Now there was no necessity 
for this. It was noble, indeed, and chivalrous, b^ 
cause it enabled another to gather the crop whidi his 
wisdom had sown, matured, and brought to i^e very 
season of harvest — ^but I do not believe that the rules 
of the service required it ; and I know that the issues 
were, by all ranks amongus, greatly deplored. I have 
nothing to say against JLord Oombermere. He was, 
and is, an excellent officer, and richly merits whatever 

food fortune may have attended him. But Sir Edward 
^aget's name stands at least as high, and the soldiers 
that served under him could not but lament that ho 
threw into other hands the prize for which he had 
played, and which he had won. However, this is a 
snhject with which X liave no «snR«ira>\ wi "L T«tnsa« 
without further preainble, to tdl^ Q^mlT\M^w^Bw^ 



XHB LIGHT DSAGOOH* 231 



CHAPTEE XXV. 

Mieenit — Oconpations there — Alann of war with Bhutpore — Mid* 
toa — ^The baboons and turtles — ^Keerat again — Second adyanee 
— Kiartpore inTested. 

Thb caotonments of Meerat are separated firom the 
lower ran^s of the HiTnaJaya mountains only by the 
plain of Tmich I have already spoken, and on the edge 
of which they are planted. So close, indeed, are these 
inyiting regions to the quarters of the force, that many 
ciyilians, as w^ as officers of rank, purchase or erect 
for themselyeB country-houses amon^ the hills, and 
repair thitilier, as to a place of shelter, during the 
hottest of the months. More than once I accom- 
panied the c(d<mel thither in the capacity of orderly, 
and not in any quarter of the wond haye I beheld 
seenery mxxte yaried, or more truly magnificent. Eyen 
the lower ranges introduce you to defiles and passes of 
surpassing gruideur; beneath and beyond which lie 
yalleys, fertSe in the extreme, while in uie back^ound, 
njg rise those giant ridges from which the snow is neyer 
withdrawn, and oyer which no human foot eyer has 
passed, or, in aU probability, eyer wiU pass. 

It was at the close of the monsoon, ia the year 1825, 
that a small force, of which the 11th formed a part, 
assembled at Meerut, under Greneral Ochterloney, and 
be^an its march towards the Jumna. Our immediate 
dnef was an old and infirm man, as most of the Com- 
pany's ^nerals are. Neyertheless, we felt perfect con- 
fidence m ourselyes, and our own regimental officers, so 
we pursued ourjoumey, nothing doubting that it would 
terminate in results altogether satisfactory. A few days 
carried us to the brink of the river, on the onposite 
side of which stands Multoa, a town of consiaerable 
size and great note, inasmuch as it is the residence 
of some of the most distinguished of the Maliomedaa 
families which claim India as their native country. 
There we halted, while the infentry, bridging the 
Jumna by means of boats, passed over, and took up 
their quarters in the town. It was to no purpose, 
however, that the general opened «* eovsmwKNSia^^^^ 
with the R&jah of Bnurtpore, \\ie XiO^et^ ^>sA\i'2v.^w 
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of whose lordly residence were from this point dis- 
tinctly visible. Either because he credited the declar- 
ations of his priests, who assured him that his nest was 
unassailable, or that he was aware of the inconsiderable 
amomit of the force by which at that moment he was 
threatened, the rajah turned to every proposal a deaf 
ear ; and we being by far too weak to enter upon more 
active operations, were forced to maintain for some time 
an attitude of extreme watchfulness, while from other 
quarters troops were drawn together, and moved up to 
Bupport us. 

While we lay here an event befel of which I make 
mention, because of the deep interest which it created, 
not in the 11th Dragoons alone, but in every other 
corps attached to the espedition. There was in mj 
troop a man named John t^eathers, a native of London, 
and an extremely good soldier; between whom and 
mvself, indeed, a close intimacy had long subsisted, and 
wno was imiversally respected in the regiment. He 
was followed in the march by a little dog of the terrier 
breed, to which he became very much attached, and 
which seldom failed of showing itself at his heels, let 
him be where he might. One day, I think it was the 
second after our departure from Meerut, he and I had 
been drinking in the canteen, not so as to intoxicate, or 
even to inflame, but merely to refresh ourselves after 
the work of the morning, and the dog, as his custom 
was, lay down at his master's feet, where he either 
slept or seemed to sleep. By and by we rose to go out. 
We paid no heed to the dog, taking it for granted that 
he would observe our proceedings and follow, and had 
approached close to the tents of the regiment, when 
John discovered that he was not near us. He whistled, 
the animal came not ; whereupon he went back, and I, 
for company's sake, went with him. We found the 
dog lying where we had left him ; John called him,, 
but he took no notice of the call, upon which his master 
being somewhat provoked, seized him by the neck and 
gave him a beating. The brute being frightened* 
struggled, and at last bit his master sfightly in the 
wnat; but the scarwaa ao tt\ftin^, bringing scarcely 
•ny blood at all, that iie\tla.eT"\ife uoT\\ft<SS.Tfisv^\L<2J'6kRft, 
•f it. As a measxixe oi ^prec«WL\^o^l\'^*^^^^^^<st^saa. 
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"witli arrack, and after getting it tied up he went to 
sleep. 

Tne dog was certainly not rabid, for he attended 
John's footsteps eyer after, and during the weeks that 
we laj in the Jumna, exhibited no signs of hydrophobia. 
The case was different with his master. He came to 
me on a certain eyening, and complained that he felt 
excessiye pain in the wrist where the dog had bit him. 
Being alarmed — ^I could scarce tell why — ^I adyised him 
to consult the surgeon, but this he re^ed to do, and 
went to bed at his usual hour. Next morning the pain 
had ascended as high as the shoulder, and when he 
entered my tent, I saw that the expression of his face 
was terribly altered. He complamed also of great 
thirst, and when milk was giyen him, though he 
managed to swallow a little, he rejected the rest with 
eyery symptom of disgust. There was no disguising 
the sad truth from ourselyes any longer. He was 
eyidently suffering under a paroxysm oi hydrophobia, 
and the surgeon being made acquainted with the cir- 
cumstance, he was conyeyed to the hospital tent. The 
utmost care was taken of him ; but it ayailed nothing. 
He died that night at twelye o'clock, in a state of 
raying madness. 

We were all grieved and sobered for a briei space by 
the fate of poor Feathers ; but the grief of soldiers, like 
that of children, seldom lasts long ; and in a day or 
two our attention was altogether devoted to the events 
and accidents of each day as it came round. As may 
be imagined, we did not fail to pay frequent visits to 
Multoa, which we found singular^ clean and neat, 
especially in the region which lay nearest to the 
stream ; for there each particular house had its flight 
of highly ornamented steps that led down to the water's 
ed^e, and conducted the bathers to the place appro- 
pnated for their ablutions, whether they might be male 
or female, upgrown persons or yoimg children. Neither 
was this the whole, nor the most striking feature which 
arrested our attention in this place. I never shall for- 

fet the first day on which, with five of my comrades, 
crossed the bridge of boats, and entered the town* 
There was no crowd of carriages or i^aLan(\ains in the 
street, neither were the pedesm&xi'a TroLxaKtQVi^%\s^ ^ 
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xnnltitude of baboons constantly gathered round ns, and 
made as if they woidd oppose our further progress. 
The £bm^ is, that the Indians of this part of the conntiy 
are singularly superstitious, and hold many kinds of 
creatures sadred. On shore we have the baboon, in the 
rirer there is the turtle, of whieh countless throng 
come as regularly to be fed £rom the hands of tiieir 
devotees as if they were indeed gods, though dependent 
on tlieir yotaries for nutriment. There was something 
wellnigh ludicrous in the menacing attitudes which the 
baboons of Multoa assumed, so soon as they ascer- 
tained, which they were not slow in doing, that we 
were foreigners. But they did not show much fight, 
£or when, after a moment's hesitation, a cry was raised 
'^six dragoons must not be stopped by a crowd of 
monkeys," and we dashed among them with our bam« 
boos, and began to lay about us, they took to their 
heels in all directions, ^cy retreateo, however, still 
retaining an attitude of hostility. For no sooner had 
they gamed the tops of the houses than they began to 
diatter and show their teeth, and even to pelt us with 
the bits of mortar and stone, which they managed to 
break off for the purpose. 

The people looked very grave at us when they be- 
held the sort of bearing which we put on towards their 
much venerated baboons. If they had been aware of 
the sort of treatment which we occasionally awarded to 
the turtles, they would have been a thousand times 
more indignant. The turtle, as I have just stated, is 
accounted sacred here ; and to refuse food to one of the 
genus who might apply for it by lifting his head above 
tne water, womd involve the delinquent in a degree of 
guilt far more heavy than is incurred by the utmost 
extent of cruelty to a human being. Nevertheless, I 
acknowledge to having more than once baited my hook 
for these verv same gods, and not without prodigious 
efforts brougnt more than one of them to the snore. 
The brutes weighed from seventy to one hundred 
pounds. They mffered from the sea turtle chiefly in 
their extreme whiteness and in the delicacy of tneir 
Beeb, but they were not to be despised as an article of 
food, and when dressedl, mt^ tik^vrndASic^ o^ t^^\me 
pepper and other epicea, ^e «^\cvsto» «sasm^ >ia v> 
''izzited them great delicaciea. 
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At the fbrtibier extremity of Multoa stood a mined 
temple, by ascending one of the towers in which, at 
least two hundred feet high, we succeeded in obtaiim^r 
an extensive and striking view over the whole faceot 
the sxirroundingconntry. From this point I could dis- 
tinctly perceivelBhnrtpore and its gigantic fortifications, 
as well as the very mconsiderable camp, within the 
limits of which the whole of the force as yet brought 
up to reduce Bhurtpore was assembled; and it was 
impossible not to feel, while looking upon the relative 
strength of tiie hostile parties, that if this were all 
which England could bring against the Sajah, her 
game was desperate. The lapse of a little time, how* 
ever, sufficed to show that these surmises and speculA- 
tions were whoUy groundless ; but as it is not yet time 
to enter upon the serious business of the siege, I may 
as well disburden myself at once of the petty anecdotes 
and narratives which stand between me and that whidi 
constitutes, after all, the main incident in my Indian 
adventures. 

While we lay in the vicinity of Multoa, a camp fol- 
lower died who belonged to tliat caste or class of the 
native population which always bum their dead. His 
body of course was set apart that it might be con- 
sumed ; and being curious to behold a spec^tade of the 
kind, I took care to attend. In the sloping bank of 
the Jumna, the friends of the deceased dug out a con- 
venient resting-place for the pile. It was a sort of 
terrace, which measured perhaps six feet in length by 
four in breadth, and there, upon a couch composed o£ 
a double row of very dry billets, the body of the 
wretched camp follower was stretched. They covered 
him thickly with a coat of gie, — ^that is, of melted butter 
made of the milk of the buffalo, upon which they piled 
a quantity of dry grass with fagots, and light wood 
over all. As soon as the preparations were completed, 
several of the near relatives of the deceased approached 
to ascertain that all was in order, and immediately on 
their retiring the torches were a;pplied, and the dame 
sprang upwards with amazing rapidity; I never looked 
i^n a more disgusting sight. The pile burned fa- 
nouflly, BO much so, indeed, that eeveiial i^eTOons with 
hnff poles, were obliged feoTa. \ivm!& \o >Bas\fe \*i V<5«s^*^^ 
^aZ^consmned fiesknoiXiToWin^ OTAol^^^asfi&»^\'«»' 
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•what was more horrible still, the hawks, of which I 
have elsewhere spoken as infesting this hemisphere, 
Bucceeded more than once in setting both flames and 

Soles at defiance. I saw several of these birds pounce 
own, seize a morsel of flesh while it was broiling, and 
fly away with it. At last I grew perfectly sick ; and, 
returning to my tent, thanked Grod that I had been 
bom in a land where such horrors were unknown. 

We lingered on in this situation for a good many 
months, during the hottest of which, inclumng March 
and April, we managed to render the tents habitable 
only by fitting to the doors on the weather side a sort 
of screen of grass, which was kept perpetually moist 
with water. By and by, however, the division broke 
up, and returned for tne monsoon to Meerut, where 
poor old General Ochterlony died — respected, yet 
scarcely regretted, by the troops that served under 
him. We returned, moreover, just in time to witness 
the consecration by the bishop of a handsome church, 
dedicated to St. John, which had been built by private 
subscription. Let me not omit to ^ve the credit which 
is his due to thepious and excellent pastor of that 
church, the Rev. KT. Fisher. If ever man lived to dis- 
charge the duties of his station, Mr. Fisher was that 
man ; and the consequence was, that he won over many 
aprofiigate to repentance, besides securing the afiec- 
tions of the whole garrison, and making numerous con- 
verts from Heathenism to Christianiirv. I shall never, 
as long as I live, forget the tenour of the admonitions 
which i received from him, and some, I doubt not, out 
of the multitudes who then held the same language 
with myself, still survive to repeat it. 

While we occupied our old cantonments at Meerut, 
a fire broke out in the stables, which was supposed, I 
cannot tell how truly, to have been occasioned by Ihe 
wilful negligence or some of the natives. It cost us 
sqyeral viuable horses, besides many more so injured, 
that not tiU the expiration of many weeks were they 
fit to be ridden. And not the least provoking part of 
the business was, that the perpetrators of the crime 
plaved their cards so skilfully, that, beyond a suspicion, 
JJOMun^ was ever broueht "home to ^em.. 
ThuB passed severjd montXiB, «fc >iScLfe \«rcKfiM>JG\.Qi!L ^1 
' * ib^ the order reached "ob to «A:srww» otwi^ xsiox^Va^i^ 
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the immediate vicinity of the hostile city. We set out, 
as our custom was, at an early hour in the morning ;— 
yet even then, on passing the gate of Mr. Fisher's 
country house, we saw the good man waiting to greet 
us ; and fervent were the prayers which he put up for 
our well-being, whether we should ever behold h(m . 
again or not. I assure my reader, that I am neither a 
hypocrite in matters of faitn, nor a sickly sentimentaHst; 
but I declare to him, in all soberness and honesty, that 
I never was more deeply affected myself, nor saw a 
regiment of soldiers more deeply affected, than we aU. 
were by the prayers and the blessings of one whom we 
80 sincerely loved and respected. rTeither let me fail 
to observe, that not in my poor judgment only, but in 
that of all the most intelligent of the members of the 
British army, is there anytiiing which so much stands 
in need of reformation, as what I may venture to call 
the Chaplain's department in the service. Our supe- 
riors may think as they please,— but we, who fill up 
the ranks of the British army, know that we have souls 
to be saved, and very grateful should we be were there 
always at hand those who could tell us how to proceed, 
in order to ensure their salvation ; and I can attest — 
in proof of this — ^that there was not a man in the 11th 
Diagoons, nor indeed in the European garrison of 
Meerut, who would not have laid down his life for the 
Rev. Mr. Pisher, more cheerfully than for any officer 
under whom he immediately served. 

Onwards we moved, not easily forgetting our kind 
friend, or his generous benedictions, till by and by we 
took up our ofi ground, on this side the Jumna, and 
opposite to the city of Multoa. I cannot tell why we 
should have expected to remain there, but we did not 
remain, for the very next morning we crossed the river; 
and pushing on to a range of heights, which in some 
sort command the plain on which Bhurtpore is built, 
we there pitched our camp, waiting till the army should 
assemble, and the siege, of which nobody any longer 
doubted, should begin in real earnest. 

From day to day, after our establishment in this 

camp, troops, stores, and cannon came up. The heavy 

guns which had been collected at Agra were transported 

to the place of assembly \)y N^a^T, leai^L t\i^ ^^^^^ cAxar 

mander-in-chief, Lord Combeimet^, X£itiiEfli'^\^ 's^'^'^r 
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ance about the same time, ihe whole army was re* 
yiewed, and next day put in motion. It was the duty 
of the 11th, supported by some native cavahy, to corer 
the advance, ana many a formidable piece of ground we 
passed over. Not an enemy, however, show^ himselfi 
and about noon on the thira day, the towers and bas- 
tions of Bhurtpore uprose in the centre of a huge plain, 
immediately before us. Nothing could exceed tiie care- 
lessness, or the misplaced conmence, of its ruler and 
his troops. Though thev must have been, long aware 
of our hostile designs, they took no precautions what- 
ever to defeat or even to retard their accomplishment; 
indeed, we found that the very trenches which Lord 
Lake's people had dng were not filled in. Lord Gom- 
bermere, as may well be imagined, made haste to pre- 
vent their remedying an error so gross and so palpable. 
The trenches were immediately occupied by the king's 
34th regiment of foot, and much time, as well as a large 
amount of fatigue, saved to the besieging army in oon- 
seguence. 

The town and fort of Bhurtpore are planted in the 
very heart of an enormous wood, of which the outskirts 
approach within five or six hunted yards of the de- 
fences of the place. The wood is intersected in all 
directions by roads or passes ; and while the infantry 
worked in the trenches and pushed their saps, we, that 
is the cavalry, had it in charge to guard these passes, 
so as to prevent both ingress and egress to the garrison. 
"We were not always permitted to effect this, or to do 
the ordinary duty of outline picket, without molestation, 
as well from the enemy's gmis, as from attacks by their 
very active and vigilant cavalry. The former oi these 
modes of annoyance cost us several lives, among which 
I must mention that of Colonel Faithftil, chief engineer 
to the army. The latter did not often pass off without 
wounds both to men and horses on either side. One 
day in particular, I well recollect that the arm of Mr. 
Gruer, who commanded our picket, was severely hurt 
by a thrust from a lance ; while the charger of one of 
his men had his tail cut off close to the stump, as 
clean as if the operation had been performed by a 

fvmgeon, 
Xie wood wbicb. suTroTLnded"BiKxa^OT€>^^^c»^^Ts»»^ 

^^t in flpite of constant Bexroe «^ ^^ ox3L\?gQ«X&, ^ ^^so^ 
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while elapsed ere I sncceeded in obtaining of the place 
such a view as could be said to allaj my yeir natural 
curiosity. It was only, indeed, by nding to the fares- 
tremily of one of the avenues, that yon could hope to 
see a yard beyond joxa own ground; and this, for 
some reason wnich was never explained to us, we were 
particularly cautioned from hazarding. But there is no 
repressing the laudable dispoaitiQn raieh urges men in 

feneral to increase their knowled^. My eomrade and 
being being on patrol one mommg, determined to inr 
dulge the desire under which we had both for some 
time laboured; and finding all dear to the extent which 
we had been directed to reconnoitre, we pushed gal- 
lantly beyond it. Suddenly we found ourselves on the 
edge of tne open country; and the formidable appear- 
ance of the place against which our operations were 
directed I shall not soon forget. There seemed to be 
no limits to the succession of redoubts and batteries 
which covered it on every side. Abbattis, too, had been 
felled and laid with consummate care, so as to obstruct 
the approaches, and expose columns in advance to the 
fire both of cannon and musketry ; while, that a sharp 
look-out was kept by the garrison, and the parties de- 
tached from it, we had soon the best reason for know- 
ing. Though there were but two of us, we scarce 
showed ourselves on the open plain, ere four or five 
guns were directed against us ; and the precision with 
which the artillerists threw their shot, soon warned us 
to withdraw. We did so, well pleased to have seen so 
much; neither did we return emply-handed. The wood 
was frill of animals of the chase— of deer, buffaloes, 
hares, antelopes, and even of wild boars — ^to the pursuit 
of which, when not engaged on duly, we were accus- 
tomed to devote many an nour; and this day, my com- 
i rade having killed a wild hog by a pistol-shot, we 
gathered him up, and carried nim triumphantly into 
camp. 

It was not, however, exclusively by reason of the 
stock of same which abounded there, that the woods 
around Bhurtpore proved frxdtfril to us of interesting 
occurrences. Numbers of Bhurtporeans — by whiS 
motive instigated I cannot tell — ^usea to ^eafifewife ^ik^sRib 
thickete; and to pursue and mallLQ "^"naoTaet^ ^^ ^CJas»» 
afforded us almost as much, epoxt qa \/^ ^Sa2WB»*^s^ ^'s**^ 
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lope, OP run down the wild hog. Yet we never suc- 
ceeded in extractiiig from them any valuable informa- 
tion. They would even deny that tney belonged to the 
fort, or had any connexion with its inmates; nor could 
either promises or threatenings prevail upon them to 
alter their tone. 

Meanwhile the besieging force set to work in good 
earnest, and, pushing forward their approaches, threw 
up batteries, from which, in due time, a heavy fire was 
opened. Of the solidity of the walls, however, against 
which this cannonade was directed, it would be difficult 
for those who never looked upon them to form a con- 
ception. Though faced with common masonry, they 
were constructed within the shell out of huge trunks 
and limbs of trees, which, being arranged longitudinally, 
and having the intervals between them filled up with 
solid and well rammed clay, offered to the shot such 
resistance, as could have come from no other kind of 
fortification whatever. I have seen scores of balls 
strike and splinter the stone-work close to the line of 
breach, without causing the slightest inclination of the 
rampart itself; indeed, severd days elapsed ere tilie 
feeblest conmiencement was made in the work, which 
breaching batteries are expected to accomplish in half 
that interval. Neither were our gunners permitted to 
have all the amusement to themselves. The enemy 
kept up a heavy fire from a large number of cannon- 
not without some loss, and more annoyance, to the be- 
siegers; indeed the crashing among the branches, as 
often as the Bhurtporeans warmed to their work, was 
awful; and not a few of our people received wounds 
from the splinters which were thus scattered about. 

In the labours of the siege, we mounted men took 
no part. Our duties consisted in guarding against 
sorties, and hindering supplies from being thrown into 
the place; and in the execution of these services we 
came, as I have elsewhere related, more than once into 
collision with the enemy. But as I cannot recal to 
my remembrance any affair of which the details put in 
especial claim upon the reader's attention, I will not 
weary him by forced descriptions where there is, in 
truth, little or nothing to de^cribQ. 
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OHAPTEBXXVI. 

Siege and capture of Bhnrtpore. 

So passed sevemd weeks, the roar of artdllery soanding 
(X>ntinaally in our ears, and casnalties occniring from 
time to time, as if to remind na that we were enacting, 
not the semblance but the reality of war. AmOng 
these sotmds there was one which oecame by degrees 
80 familiar, that we expected it as regularly as midnight 
came round; and, having heard it, became forthwith 
satisfied that hostilities wonld not be renewed, at least 
. for an honr or two. There was an enormous gnn on 
one of the bastions of the city, which the garrison were 
aeeostomed to discharge only at stated seasons— or if 
some particnlar effect was desired to be produced. The 
report emitted by that discharge drowned every other 
noise for the moment, and if mey never succeeded in 
doing any execution in the camp, the &ult lay, not 
ivith the loading, but with the pointing of the gun. 
"From us it got me name of Sweet-lips, and the common 
remark used to be, '' Oh, now Sweet-lips has spoken, 
we may go to sleep." The gun of whicn I speak now 
ornaments tiie parade in- St. James's Park. It is an 
extremely beautiful piece of mechanism, but, considered 
as a weapon of war, was perfectly useless. 

TimB ran his course, and the publication of an order 
one day, in which volunteers m>m the cavalry were 
invited to share with their dismounted comrades the 
honour of the assault, informed us for the first time 
that a breach had been effected, and that it either was, 
or was expected soon to be, practicable. As there is 
never any backwardness among British troops to occupy 
tile post of danger, when it is pointed out to them, so 
the publication of tiiie order just alluded to was hailed 
with loud acclamations. Every man upon parade, in- 
deed, hastened to give in his name, nor was it without 
occasioning mucb mortification to those whom he 
determines to keep witii their standards, that tide 
colonel finally made choice of ten men per troop ior 
performing this novel service. Bviit tT^a ^y^ ot tha 
favoured tew, and tlie euTj oi ^^ x«^^^«^ ^°^^*5i 
proved in the end to bay© \i©«iL ^nspaMcj "vsaas^saRRW 
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After we had paraded several times on foot by otir- 
selves, and were now looking for the route from hour 
to hour, the arrival of a i^sh European rem ment in 
camp caused ns to return to our horses. With three 
British regiments, the general conceived that he was 
strong enough to storm a town, of which the garrison 
was understood not to fall short of fifteen thousand 
men; and with three British regiments, supported by 
a considerable body of sepoys, the assault was finally 
dehvered. 

I can eive no account from my own personal obser- 
vation of anything that went on m the inches, either 
during the process of digging and laying the mine by 
which it was proposed to enmrge the main breach, or 
just before the mine was sprung. It was reported in 
the camp, indeed, that a serious accident occurred: 
that the troops being formed for the assault edged too 
near to the loaded (£amber of the mine, and that the 
explosion, though it tore the enemv's defences to pieces^ 
was scarcelv less fatal to us, by browinjg up the leading 
company of the 14th regiment, and Irilling a good many 
men in the company that followed. These mings may 
or may not have liappened. All that I know on the 
subject is, that having been moved up on the day of 
the assault to the edge of the wood, we sat on horseback 
from an early hour in the morning, watching with 
breathless anxiety for the report, which we were given 
to understand would at once open out the way for the 
advance of our comrades, and act as the signal for the 
rush. 

It is marvellous with what a slow and heavy step the 

moments pass by when men are thus circumstanced. 

I thought that the clocks would never strike nine, and 

yet the hands were moving that day as they usually do^ 

neither faster nor slower. We spoke to one another^ 

too, in whisners, as if there had been risk of creating an 

alarm, whicn there was not; and vainly and eagerly we 

strove to catch so much as a glimpse of the scene of 

action, through the thick branches that interposed be* 

^een us and the town. At last one of our officers, 

vrho bad repeatedly consulted \^ tr«^x^, %vl6l «Ioud, as 

if speakms to himself, "^e'A\.\L«N«^ Vt ^Qc>PQ.,icit *j»Ss^ 

doae upon the hour." "Re \i«A ft<i«cc»Vj MSdwst^^ "^issR 

-~nds, when a fax-off ckeex ^%b ^^^=^- ^tJ^^V.' 

ion aiid a rattle of muto^* «xii.^aM«^«^^^^ 
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Hien, we lieard the roar of an ignited mine, and we 
knew that the straggle was begun in earnest. I never 
looked npon an object with deeper and more breathless 
interest man npon the wreath of smoke, whioh, like a 
Tiq^nr, rose aboye the branches. It waJs the canopy 
beneath wMch. brave men fonsht and died ; it was tne 
ihrood in which not a few of tnem had been enwrapped 
ere to onr eyes it became visible. 

If I except the tmtimely explosion of the mine, of 
which, however, I can speak only on the authority of 
▼agne romonr, no arrangements coidd have been more 
jncucionsly entered into, or more skilfblly carried out, 
than tliose which led the way to the storming of Bhurt- 
pore, and aided in its capture. While the ^ops were 
moved over nieht into the trenches, and stood ready to 
spring forward at the appointed signal, all the dnun- 
mers and musicians remained in the camp, where, 
beating the reveillie, and executing the signals that 
were usual on days of perfect quiet, they did their best 
to prevent a suspicion m>m entering into the minds of 
&e garrison that the crisis of their fate was come. 
How far the device succeeded, I cannot pretend to say. 
^e heavy firing which followed the explosion of me 
mine diowed, mkt never for an instant had the breaches 
been left unguarded ; and the tenacity with which the 
defenders hem them good, was vouched for by its long 
eontinuance. 

We were deeply interested in a scene, of which we 
would have given worlds to become spectators, when 
the adjutant, who was employed to look out, suddeidy 
reported that the British ensign waved upon the top of 
the ramparts. In a moment all was excitation and 
bustle. A loud, long cheer, so soon as we felt ourselves 
firmly in the saddle, caused the glades and deeper re- 
cesses of the forest to ring, and away we went at fiill 
rallop, in order to intercept a body of horsemen, whom 
me adjutant had observed to emerge from one of the 
more distant gates of the fortress, almost as soon as the 
British standard began to wave from the summit of the 
breach. Not unobserved, however, by the garrison, albeit 
sharply engaged with our infantry on theur own ground, 
was tMa our forward movement. They turned upon us 
instantiy some six or eight gusA, ^ib \i«Si&^'«^"^*^si^ 
passed over, €v in firont, or on ^£i[i«c «Aa cil%»s^^ 

<4^ 



"witli two ezoeptiQiis, all proved harmlesB, and we lield 
o>ar onward course unohecked. One man wa« cnt i& 
two dose by my side. The other shot struck a hiGnei | 
and sorely wounded his hinder-aaarters ; but these 
were tiie only instances in which tne eneniy's fire told, 
ibou^ it was both well-direeted and warmly sustained 
Bemg now within two or three hmdred yards of tiie 
fort, our riflemen, of whom I was one, were sent out 
to skirmish. Away we dashed, ten of us keeping well 
together ; and, disregarding the shower of balls that fell 
around us, we sucoeeded in gaining the edge of a huree 
pond or tank, the high banks of which, t^ether wmi 
those of some salt-pans adjoining to it, rendered us 
tolerably safe from the artillery practice of the enemy. 
Here we extended our files, which we had scarcely 
done, ere I found myself op^site to some twenty or 
thirty horsemen, whcm, judgmff from their long robes 
and ma^;nificent turbans, I put down in my own mind 
as nothmg lesa than the rajah himself, and some of his 
immediate attendants, endeavoudjig to effect their 
escape. I tried to pull up and get a shot at tiiem; but 
ere X oould do so, one of their body took deliberate 
aim at me, and his baU. struck the ground just under 
the nose of my charger. I returned his fire, and saw 
him bend orer his saddle-bow, at the instant that a 
ball &om somebody else splashed into my cloak and 
lodged there. But the party, of whatever class of men 
it might consist, did not linger long where they first 
confronted us. The 59th havmg by this time won the 
zamparts in their rear, opened upon them a heavy fire 
of musketry. Whereupon they gave the spur to their 
fteeds, and without so much as pausing to observe what 
might be in front, they galloped off towards the point 
where egress into the open country was most imme- 
diate. 

The salt-pan lying between us and the ftigitives, we 
oould not dash m upon them; but away we flew as 
fast as our horses would carry us, rounding that ob- 
struction, and striving, if possible, to head them. At 
last we arrived, one by one, at a road which led directly 
to one of the gates of the city; and the scene of confii- 
aion which there opened, on Tna \ ^![\b^ iiw^sr ^<;st^t. 
JForth from the gateway «!i«9L o^ct ^^ ^3».^\s^^ 
mfihed multitudes of fTiei^^e^, ^Vom csva Vv^^Vscks^ 
infantry closely puiwied-, «nd ^«> 1S^^^fiB^^«t H?\ii^^ 
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effected by the bayonet, by musketry, and by the 
erushing of man upon man, I have no language suf- 
ficiently frightful to describe. Neither were we without 
our incidents, the excitement attending which at the 
moment was very great. For example, the first objeoti 
that arrested mj attention, on rounding a comer of ihe 
road, were Serjeant Waldron, of our regiment, and m 
ferocious-looking Eajpoot, savagely coj^^ntLog <me 
another. The serjeant having discharged his pistol* 
had his horse drawn up to a position well-nigh rampant^ 
while the Eajpoot, who stood within six yards of nim, 
was taking deliberate aim at him with his carabine. I 
saw that were was not a moment to be lost. I thrust 
both spurs into my horse's fianks, and, while in the act 
of advancing, I took aim, fired, and brought the Eaj- 
poot dead to the ground. 

Serjeant Waldron sprang forward to meet me, geeve 
me his hand, and thanked me for his life ; after whjum we 
drew our swords, and dashed into l^e midst of the fiigi- 
tiyes. Numbers were cut down, some with arms, 
others without, till by and by the survivors lost all 
heart, and entreated us to spare them. We had no 
mind to kill men who offered no resistance ; so, desir- 
ing them to throw down their arms one by one as they 
approached, we saw them gallop or scamper off, and 
never once troubled our heads to inquire whither they 
were going. Yet there was one little group in that mis- 
oellaneous crowd which I must claim creoit for having 
saved from insult, and guarded to a place of safely. I 
saw two fine-looking women, whom a band, apparently 
of servants, followed, make one or two efforts to pass, 
yet continually shrink back again. Upon this I rode 
lorward, and making myself understood by signs rather 
than by words, I volunteered to be their protector; 
; they ^atefully gave themselves up to my guidance, and 
I had the satismction to carry them uninjured throu^ 
the throng, and to see them ride off in a direction 
where all was clear, after I had received from them the 
most gratifying acknowledgments. 

Having seen them safe, I returned to my former 
station, time enough to witness the barbarii^ with 
which a corps of Sepoys cut down. \!ckfe isij^&w^j^^^ 
whole sections. Not having Baoy "^abT^JMSQ^ssi ^^iij^c&.^8&. 
jKenes like these, I rode aside, mv^ ^civa^ >3» ^» ^"^ 
-Rajpoot, who lay where my ^wSil \ttiaL toiY^f^ 
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observed, to my surprise, that Ids carabine was of 
English manufacture, and that it bore, besides the 
common Tower mark, the number 1800. Meanwhile, 
however, my comrades had moved ofif in a different 
direction, so, conceiving that I was bound to follow, I 
eave my horse the rein, and tried to trace them. In 
thla effort I crossed several fields, in the far comer of 
one of which I came upon a single E^ajpoot, who seemed 
to have posted himself there over a heap of loose armour, 
and who, on my calling to him to surrender, instantly 

S laced himself m an aiStude of defence. I rode at him 
elivered a heavy blow on the top of his head, felt tha 
the sword had made no impression, yet saw him fall 
The fact is, that the weight of my blow stunned him, 
even while the solidity of his turban hindered the edge 
from penetrating. I did not stop to repeat the blow, 
which was clearly not mortal, inasmuch as he turned 
himself round as I passed, and spat at me; but I was 
too anxious to rejoin my remanent to think of avenging 
the insult, and tnerefore left him with a whole skm in 
the mud. 

In prosecuting my search afler my missing comrades 
I passed severafspots of ground, which, cumbered witk 
dead men and horses, as well Europeans as native, 
besides broken arms, torn garments, caps, turbans, and 
€0 forth, exhibited manifold signs of a battle stoutly 
maintained. By and by I plunged into the wood; and 
there, too, as I afterwards learned, a warm skirmish 
had occurred, many of the Bhurtporeans climbing up 
into the trees, and shooting our men from their perdies. 
Of these almost all were put to death; yet in tne heat 
of that wild ajQfray a little incident occurred, of which, 
because of the merit due to Major Smith, the chief 
actor in the scene, and because of the evidence which ' 
it affords of the absence from modem warfare of all 
feelings that brutalize and degrade, I am boimd to 
make mention. A poor native child, of singularly in- 
terestijQjg appearance, had fled with his father from the 
fort. Tne party to which the father belonged fell in 
with our people in the wood, and a warm struggle en- 
dued. In the course oi thia skirmish the unfo^unate 
xoan was Idlled, whexeu'^n. ^'s <^d^^, ^55DaQ^\sk!^\fisaaelf 
down beside the dead "body oi\jaafeJ0Dfit,^e^\.\^isXje^5^ 
^ apparent xegaxdlessiieBa o^ \Ni^^W&^5.^'^^%\s^ 
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bein^ greatly toached at the scene, rode forward, and 
caosing his native servant to interpret for him, pro- 
mised to be a protector to the child. He faithfnllj 
redeemed the pledge. The child was removed from the 
field of slaughter to the major's tent, and was finallj, 
at the major s expense, estaolished in life. 

The town was now our own, and the pnrsnit of tiie 
fugitives having been carried far enough, the trumpets 
and bugles sounded the recal, and we formed up in 
obedience to it. I shall never forget the shocking 
spectacles that greeted me, as I rode towards the ill-fated 
city, and still more afler Ihad passed beneath the gate- 
way. In every direction, along the road, beneath the 
arched gateway, strewed over the old city, imder the 
ramparts and above them, the dead lay in hundreds; 
the mangled bodies of women — ay, and of children too, 
being intermingled with the carcasses of slaughtered 
wamors. Of 9ie wounded, moreover, not a few ex- 
hibited towards us the most malignant feelings. One 
man had been cut down as he was in the act of scat- 
tering over a narrow causeway handfuls of crowsfeet — 
a vile implement, which has three long sharp spikes, 
one of wfech always turns uppermost, inflicting painful 
and desperate wounds, both on men and horses. He 
was not dead when I passed him, and though his arm 
had lost its power to throw his horrid implement to 
any distance, lie nevertheless strove to shove one under 
me, and spat at me in impotent fury. Others I beheld, 
whose garments had taken fire from the explosion of 
their own pouches. These not only rejected our assist- 
ance, but covered us with execrations when we advanced 
to proflfer it. In a word, the spirit with which the gar- 
rison was imbued, seemed to have been one of the 
wildest fanaticism; which needed but the guidance of 
some mind of higher order than that of tne rajah to 
render it irresistible. 

The booty taken in Bhurtpore was, I have reason to 
believe, immense : a large portion of which went, I sus- 
pect, in indiscriminate pillage among the assailants and 
the followers; yet enough was secured to give to the 
«ommander-in-chief a very handsome donative, and to 
each private soldier, native as well as European, be- 
tween forty and fifty rupees. In the citadel, which 
lieJd out one day after tne toym., \A}(\a ^^^ Iwss^ ^ 
ra/oe. Three dieserteia ^ex©,\wm«^«t%TW»^^'^" 
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of wHom was tried, and the next day sliot, wlule ib T' 

i^dmainmg two were condemned to tranflportatioii ibr V 

life, and an existence, whether long or short, in dumu, If 
hard labour, and dose imprisonment. 



CHAPTEEXXVn. 

Changes of qaarten— Peaceable adTenturee — ^Failing bealth— BadL 
*" to England, and diioluuge. 

Such is a brief and necessarily imperfect narratiye of 
the siege and capture of Bhurtpore, an event, on Ihe 
great political importance of which it wonld be ridicu- 
lous for me to hazard an opinion. One fact, however, 
is not only certain in itseli, but was felt and acknow- 
ledged at the moment throughout the whole of Indian 
namely, that there existed among the native powers a 
sort of superstitious conviction mat Bhurtpore woold 
never yield to the force of British genius or British 
valour; and that, so long as Bhurtpore continued to 
assert its independence, a rallying noint would still be 
left to the native chiefs, whenever mey might make up 
their minds to rebel. That idle, yet not harmless delu- 
Bion, the results of the siege in 1825 at once dispelled; 
and not till this day has the efifect of so unlooked-for a 
defeat ceased to operate upon the humbled spirits of all 
who witnessed it. 

The siege being ended, and some of the principal 
fortifications blown up, one or two regiments of native 
infantry were left to complete the woric of destruction ; 
while tne rest of the army threw off, and encamped at 
various points more or less distant from the trenches. 
Our encampment was not far removed from the citadel, 
nor had we occupied it long, ere a staff-officer came 
in and desired that a troop might attend him, in pur- 
suit of two or three loads of treasure which were under- 
stood to have escaped. It so happened that my troop 
was the first for duty; so away we went, carrving 
neither forage nor provisions along with us; and for 
two dajB, and as many nigh.t^, oxue tovL and privations 
Were excessive. 'We pcnetr«.\,ed V)idio\x!^ ^hrau^^ \!»- 
mendous passes, which a^mdMoiTft%oVaJ»Ta«ft.TSfi^ 
Aftra^f Urewoiiiflt an army, MuaLmoro VJaw^ ww» «t«^ 
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at a Tillage jnfit in tiine to learn, that the treasure with 
Its escort had parsed some hours jpreyionsly, and was 
gone, nobody could tell where. Tke restdt was, that 
after haTing been reluctantly compelled to pillage 
Several villages, and to make free with the people's 
fodder, we returned to camp not more rich than when 
We set out; and had little else to show as a memorial of 
Our wild expedition, than horses more or less blemished, . 
Bud ourselves jaded well-nigh to death. 

It was soon after the conclusion of this abortive ex- - 
cnrsion, that the deserter of whom I spoke a short 
tdme ago was hun^ over one of the bastions, after 
which the foridfioations of the place were one after 
anotiier thrown down. This done, the troops received 
orders to fall back towards their ancient stations, and 
we in obeying it had an opportunity of visiting several 
places of great and deserved repute among the people 
of Hindoostan. Among others we passed through. 
Agra, where I beheld me superb tomb of the Shah 
Sdian and his favourite wife, a structure so gorgeous, 
tiiat any attempt to describe it, even with the pencil, 
would be prei)osterous. It stands upon a terrace con- 
fronting the river, the whole of which is paved in mo- 
saic ; and, being itself composed entirely of beautiful 
white marble, offers, with its four minarets and ite 
noble stair of ascent, one of the most magnificent spe- 
cimens of a very peculiar style of architecture that 
the imagination of man can conceive. Here, too, are 
the tombs of several ministers of state, scarcely less 
magnificent, though formed of different kinds of stone, 
some being red, omers of a darker colour; yet all strik- 
ingly beautifiil. But I must not dwell upon subjects 
With which I feel myself inadequate to deal. BaUier 
let me return to my own personal narrative, of which 
little more remains to be told; inasmuch as life in 
India to a private soldier has, for the most part, too 
much of sameness in it to sanction any endeavour on 
his part to draw out its details beyond the narrowest 
limits. 

On the 12th of March, 1826, we resumed our old 

quarters at Cawnpore, through which, not lon^ after 

our arrival, passeathe ex-rajah of Bhurtpore, onms way 

as a state prisoner to Calcutta. And keice I em reluc- 

tantly compelled to acknowledge, ^i2ioAi\> ^ ^^ss^^^j^scq^'^^k^ 

^ttir^ to a terrible «xoeBB di {l^ Vua^ ^3(^ v^^^f^^^^^^ 
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to tliis country showed itself in our regiment, and 
especiaUy amon^ the remainB of the volunteers from tiie 
8tn. The habit, indeed, of drunkenness became so 
confirmed among us that there waa no maldng head 
against it ; and nrequent attempts at assassination, not 
always, I ^eye to say, abortive, were the consequence. 
I cannot, m terms sumciently strong, caution my bro- 
ther soldiers against the folly, aa well aa ike wicked- 
ness, of yieldii^ themselves up to so terrible a Tice. 
Even if they be preserved from dipping their hands in 
the blood or their fellow-creatures, tney are sure, under 
the influence of its madness, to be hurried into acti(ms 
which must cover them with shame, and entail on them 
long years of fruitless remorse. But I know by ^npe- 
rience how little the experience of others is, by giody 
young men, apt to be regarded. I can, therefore, serre 
them in nothmg more effectually, than by exoremnf 
my earnest wish that they may buy the one, if haj it 
they must, at a rate less ruinous than it has been my 
fortune to see it purchased by others, whose proi^edB 
for the future were at one time bright as a morning in 
May. 

If I except a visit which the Governor-general paid 
us, and the occurrence of a frightfrd flre, by which D0& 
barracks and stables were destroyed, there occnrred 
throughout the remaining months of the year nothing 
of which I consider it necessary to make mention. The 
fire in question cost us, I remember, a ^ood many of 
our horses ; for besides that several penshed ere we 
could get ikem. dear of the burning pile, not a few 
scampered off into the heart of the country, and never 
came back to us again. My own brute was a perfect 
devil, and chanced to be among the number or those, 
which, finding themselves momentarily fr^e from hit 
and halter, tried to regain their liberty : but to my ex* 
treme mortification the monster waa one day brought 
back. He waa a perfect scarecrow when he came, and 
I heartily regretted that I was ever so unfortunate a3 
to see him again. 

From Cawnpore we moved to Meerut, where, since we 
last occupied the station, the same accident had occn^ I 
red whicn rendered oxura^^e^, iot «. time, houseless. *. ! 
We were therefore apeee^A^ «wcrgmfe^\ft%ai.\^T«^ U 
of new and commodtfyuB \iwct«k^to^ ^QsaQyo. ^ W^ \ 
reception. We mad© OTrt»\^eii wk cOT&c«^«^^ 
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as ciroiiinstaiices would allow, and became witnesses, on 
one occasion, to such a fall of hailstones as I, at least, 
liever beheld in any part of Europe. The blocks of 
iee, for they were nothing less, measured, many of 
fh^, a full inch in len^n ; and they fell with such 
Tiolence, aj3 not only to (&stroy the blossom, and even 
the upper branches of the frmt-trees, but seriously to 
injure the people that were abroad, and here and tnere 
to kill their cattle. I confess that, as I gazed abroad 
upon the phenomenon, my thoughts reverted to the 
account wmch Moses gives of a similar ju(^ment in- 
ilicted on the Egyptians long ago : and I could not but 
feel, that had this continued many hours longer, there 
would have been little left for the locusts to ^ean, had 
•opreme power determined that they shoula come to 
complete the ruin which the elements had begun. 

Our life in India was not, however, entirely a strange 
mtermixtnre of military duly, and dissipation, and 
theer idleness. We had, both at Meerut and elsewhere, 
our more rational amusements also. For example, while 
we lay at Meerut, Mr. Wolf, the well-known mis- 
sionary, paid us a visit, and his discourses, for he 
preached to us by the commandant's permission, were, 
if not very edi^ring, at all events abundantly strange. 
He gave us a detailed accoimt of his wanderings— of 
the persecutions to which he had been subjected, and 
of the fragments of the scattered tribes which he had 
discovered in various places, ^^t ^^ '^^ so impru- 
dent as to venture into the field of prophecy itself, and 
to fix the year 1846, as that in which the restoration of 
Israel shall take place. We looked at one another, not 
knowing very well what to make of the speaker, so long 
as he confined himself to details like these; but when 
he proceeded to assure us that he had cast out devils, 
and to describe the very process by which the opera- 
tion was carried through, we could not stand his palaver 
any longer. It is a rash thing in these days to assume 
the character either of a prophet, or a worker of 
miracles. 

Again, the country round Meerut abounding with 

game, we were permitted, from time to time, to go out 

m guest of it; and in parties of six or eight we passed 

izmny a pleasant day, and even, we^, m w> "'SM^'^- ^^ 

with me, as well as with, many mote, \3Dft ^e»»OT\. ^^ ^- 

qyment passed rapidly away, and dSi^^'^iaiu^ ^s^s&s^ 
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tions, afl well as great hodjlj weakness, waxued us 
it was high time to think oi retirement, and ot api 
ration for another, and a still more momentous cna 
Accordingly, in the beginning of 1835 I applied foi 
discharge, and the neoessaay papers being made on 
began, m the month of February, in company ^ 
inyalids £rom many other corps, my march tow 
Calcutta. It is not worth while to aescribe at lei 
the particulars of that journey. It was not a plea 
one, for it was performed chiefly by water ; and oi 
Talids, whom no officer looks after, even native b 
men take less care than they mi^ht do. Neyerthe] 
after suffering various inconveniences, we reached 
capital of Bntiah India, just in time to learn that 
last ship of the season liad sailed. The consequ< 
was, that up to the month of January, in 1836, 
lingered an^ the heat and squalor of Calcutta. Tl 
however, berths being found for us on board the t 
built ship the HungeSford, such of us as had surv 
the miseries of the last ten months embarked for I 
land. 

We had upon the whole a pleasant passage. S 
trifdng accidents occurred, such as the death of a ] 
whom a shark devoured while bathing, and the lof 
anolher, who fell overboard ; and we £id our own si 
of enjoyments, especially when at anchor off the C 
whence supplies of fresh provisions, wines, and v 
tables, were brought to us. But why continue i 
details? On the 25th of May we disembarkec 
Gravesend; from that place we marched to Chatl 
and there, after an interval of three weeks, I at lei 
obtained my discharge. I cannot say that the re 
neration allotted to me was too great ; for my peni 
after so many years' service, amounts only to tenp* 
a-day, and I am by far too much worn out to ada 
greatly by personal exertion. 
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